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All Saints Church High Wycombe Buckinghamshire

-All Saints Church is a Grade | listed building which has remained an important

religious and historical focus within High Wycombe since the Norman period. The
church has had a set of bells, almost certainly since the medieval period, which has
been replaced or augmented at intervals but in recent years cracks have appeared
in the walls of the tower housing the bells and since 2008 it has not been possible
to ring the largest four bells for structural reasons. Investigations were undertaken
which concluded that the cumrent structure was failing, particularly the wall-plates
which were infested with death watch beetle, and needed replacing. A reinforced
concrete rning beam would effectively tie the tower together and a new bell frame
was needed so that the bells could be orientated differently to reduce the stresses
on the south wall. Many of the bells were of poor tonal quality, so it was decided to
take the opportunity that these works presented to replace the entire ring with &
new set of 12 bells plus 2 semi-tones.
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From: Graham Pledger, Senior Conservation Engineer

Re: Church of All Saints, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire
Conservation Engineering Team Report dated 18 September 2008

Date: 21 July 2011

iy Archaeological Record. The 1909 workshop drawing, (see attached), goes a
long way to providing an adequate record. The 1963 alterations have apparently
been marked up on a further 1909 plan but this has not been submitted to us.
However, both plans need to be supplemented by a plan of the supporting belfry
floor including the (decayed) timber ring beams/wall plates and at least an E-W and
N-S section of both bellframe and supporting belfry floor.

~ The full report should be presented in a way that makes it readily understandable
to the reader (who may not have specialist knowledge of bell frames), bearing in
mind that it might become the only record of the frame. The date(s) of the survey
work, and the date of the report should be recorded, along with the name(s) of the
author(s) and surveyor(s) The following guidelines should be observed:

« printed copies should be on acid-free A4 paper, with folded A3 drawings
inserted as necessary,

« references should be supplied for all sources cited,;

« the involvement of consultees (DAC, CBC, SPAB or EH) should be
mentioned and any assistance received in making the record should be
acknowledged,; .

» six paper copies of the report should be provided, one of which should be
kept by the PCC. Other copies should be sent to the DAC, the Historic
Environment Record, the Diocesan Record Office, the Library of the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers and the Church Buildings Council;

« print-quality electronic copies may be submitted if preferred, although a
paper copy should be provided for the parish.

It is good practice for any resulting archive (original sketches, drawings,
photographs, notes, etc) to be deposited in the relevant Diocesan Record Office.

e

ii) New concrete ring beam. Approved.

iy Lowered ceiling. Whilst no drawing has been submitted, it is understood that this
will be inserted beneath the present clockroom floor structure but above the
cantilevered clock platform on the east wall. Approved.

iv) Permanent lifting beams. It is noted that these are to be built into the walls
rather than left in open pockets as recommended.
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Oxford Archaeology

Photographic Record Sheet

J Gill
siTE cope: HIALL11 | siTE NAME: All Saints, Hi gh Wycombe | MmN 1
Bell Frame
Camera No. Lens No. Black & white
Date Neg View Details Initials
toward
20Dec 1l |2 NW Room beneath the bell frame — general view
3 SW Room beneath the bell frame — general view
4 E Room beneath the bell frame — clock mechanism enclosure
5 SW Room beneath the bell frame — pulley wheel
6 E Room beneath the bell frame — wall plate detail
7 S Room beneath the bell frame — part of clock mechanism
8 SW Room beneath the bell frame — ceiling detail
9 w Room beneath the bell frame — intermediate joist on pad
10 W Room beneath the bell frame — floor detail
11 S Room beneath the bell frame — floor detail
12 S Room beneath the bell frame — part of clock mechanism
13 E Room beneath the bell frame - pulleys etc in ceiling
14 SE Room beneath the bell frame — pulleys ete in ceiling
15 S " Room beneath the bell frame — wall detail
16 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
17 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
18 S Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — géneral view
19 S Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
20 S Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
21 E Bells'and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
22 E Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
23 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
24 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
25 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
26 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
27 W Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
28 W Belis and bell frame _in main bell chamber — general view
29 W Bells and bell ﬁ'am'e in main bell chamber — general view
30 W Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
31 W Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
32 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
33 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
34 N Belis and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
35 N Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
36 S Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
37 S Bells and bell frame in main bell chamber — general view
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Oxford Archaeology

Photographic Record Sheet

I Gill

siTe conpE: HIALL11

SITE NAME: All Saints, High Wycombe FILM No. 1

Bell Frame
Camera No. Lens No. Digital
Date Neg | View Details Initials
toward
20Dec 1l |1 E Clock room beneath bell chamber — joist detail
2 N Clock room beneath bell chamber — joist detail and clock lever
3 E Clock room beneath bell chamber — towards clock enclosure
4 E Clock room beneath bell chamber — towards clock enclosure
5 SW Clock room beneath bell chamber — general
6 Sw Clock room beneath bell chamber — floor detail
7 NW Clock room beneath bell chamber - general
8 SW Clock room beneath bell chamber — floor detail
9 SW Clock room beneath bell chamber — pulley
10 S Clock room beneath bell chamber — detail in wall plate
11 S Clock room beneath bell chamber — floor detail
12 E Clock room beneath bell chamber - floor detail
13 S Clock room beneath bell chamber — detail of ledge
14 N Clock room beneath bell chamber — ceiling detail
15 NW Clock room beneath beill chamber — ceiling detail
16 NE Clock room beneath bell chamber — ceiling details
17 E Clock room beneath bell chamber — general
18 E Clock room beneath bell chamber - clock mechanism
19 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
20 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
21 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
22 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
23 SE Bell chamber before rerhoval of bells — general view
24 SE Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
25 SwW Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
26 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
27 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
28 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
29 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
30 w Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
31 W Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
32 w Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
33 SW Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
34 SW Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
35 E Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
36 E Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
37 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
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38 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
39 N Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
40 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
41 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
42 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
43 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — detail by NE corner
44 S Bell chamber before removal of bells - general view
45 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
46 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
47 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
48 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
49 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
50 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — detail by door jamb
51 S Bell chamber before removal of bells — general view
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Photographic Record Sheet

J Gill
siTE cope: HTIALL11 SITE NAME: All Saints, High Wycombe Bell FILM No. 2.
Frame |
Camera No. Lens No. Digital
Date Neg View Details Initials
toward
28 March 12 | 1 S Room beneath bell chamber — floor/ceiling detail IG
2 N Room beneath bell chamber — floor/ceiling detail
3 N. Room beneath bell chamber — bracket detail
4 E Room beneath bell chamber — part of clock fixing
5 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
6 S * | Bell chamber — detail of supports after removal of bells
7 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
8 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
9 W Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
10 W Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
11 W Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
12 E Bell chamber — central void after removal of bells
13 W Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
14 E Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
15 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
16 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
17 S Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
18 N Bell chamber — view of supports after removal of bells
19 N Bell chambér — view of supports after removal of bells
20 N Room beneath bell chamber — area formerly covered by clock
21 N Room beneath bell chamber — part of clock fixing
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Photographic Record Sheet

JGill

sITE copE: HIALL11

SITE NAME: All Saints, High Wycombe FILM No. 3
Bell Frame

Camera No. Lens No. Digital
Date Neg View Details: photos taken by client during dismantling works Initials
toward
6 April 12 |1 N General view during works. After removal of bells
2 N General view during works. After removal of bells
3 S General view during works. After removal of bells
25Feb 12 | 4 w General view during initial works. Before removal of bells
5 W General view during initial works. Before removal of bells
6 W General view during initial works. Before removal of bells
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