REPORT ON THE WATCHING BRIEF CARRIED OUT AT FRINGFORD
LODGE.

Method

Four site visits were made to record any archaeological deposits in three areas at
the N of Fringford Lodge which was being redeveloped as accomodation. The drive
area had already been stripped when the site visit occured. The foundations in
the barn required two visits. The trench for the septic tank had likewise alreadty
been excavated by the time the site visit occured. The contractors seemed
unwilling to contact us to arrange site visits perhaps at the instigation of the
landowner.

Background

In the 1870’s a tessalated pavement with an underground chamber reached by 2
or 3 steps was found to the SE of Fringford Lodge 70 m to the Se of the site.
There were also two human burials and abundant pottery. The field te the NW
of the site had many Roman coins ‘as if the field had been broadcast’.

Results

The drive was not stripped cleanly or deeply (0.10 m) enough to reveal much/any
subsoil. The 1.2 m deep trench in the barn revealed no archaeological deposits
over the cornbrash. The trench for the septic tank revealed a similar sequence of
layers none of which contained finds or appeared to be archaeologiacl. A ditch was
seen in a pipe trench to the N of the drive but this was undated and could have
benn recent. No finds were recovered from the monitored spoil.

Mark Roberts MIFA
September 1993
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