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Tivbroaduc b ot

o Archaeclogical assessment was carmriled out in the field just to  the
soubtlrwest of  Elms Close in Telsworth on behalf of MUT.  Davies Ltd.  in
respect of a planning application for bousing. The Field contained six 12th.
to 13th. century ditches running northsooth and fowr runninmg east-west and
o 17th. century walls and & 19th. century well. These are consistent with
a series of medieval crofts or enclosures near to a medieval ccoupslicon area
{presunably  centred around the chuarch), and limited evidence of Victorian
agricul bural and doswstic use.

Lovat ion

The site is located to the north—west of the church and north of  the
vicarage. It is a small field of an irregular oval shape and about halt  a
tectare  1n size. The MA0 runs through a field to the south. The site 1s on
the north facing sliope of the small hill on which Tetsworth charch  stands.
The slope ic guite steep although the botltom spur of the field i1s Tlat  (gwe
plary.

National Grid Reference:- SP96862015

fssesement Strategy

fer excavation at Copt Hay in 1971-2 on the line of the motorway, bofore
it was constructed, revealed medieval activity with a large 1lth. centuwry
boundairy ditch presumably marking the edge of the village of Tetsworth. The
close proximibty of the prosent silte o the church suggested the possibility
of finding medieval dwellings of the shrunien medieval village; although an
assessnent carried oub  in Silver Street just to the north of the site
rovealiod only 19th. century deposits.

A pattern of 2 evenly spacad 1.9m wide, Z0n long trenches representing
Just ovier Z4 of the arpa of the site was used. These ware supplemented by 1
Further brench end soms extensions. This sample guite satisfactorily coversd
varigus wundulations on the site which do not consitule clear earthwworks, but
coald  bave  been related to medieval occcupation. There was a  reasonavle
chance that if the large 11th. century ditch found in 1972 extended into the
site its position and line would be established. AL features of  potential
archacological interest were planned, sectioned and thelr secticns dras.
Goils

Toprsol L

Thee topsoil and burf is a dork chocolate brown clay loam  aboul 30cm
thick across all bthe site. It lles oo top of a dark grey/green clay  loam
with  layvers of gravelly flint, representing  the interface Dbetween  the
topsoil  and  subsoil. This  interface layer also made the fill of  the
excavated  ditches and pits which were difficult to trace above the natural
clay as a result.



SDubsoil

Thee  subsoll  is a clay which varied only in colow, probably due to
chomical changes induced by differences in water content. It was light grey
at the botton of the hill, a yellowish green in the middle of thwe slope and
a darkish grzy at the top of the hill.

Tranch 1

Thisn contalned  17Uh. century finds and a rubble  and  hard-corse path
(featwo 2) leading from the cottage in the direction of the church.  There
were a1sn two fileld-—drains with clay pipes at the north end.

Tronch TI
This containgd no fealwes but produced two sherds of ecedieval pottery.
Trench 111

Tuwards the wast end of the trench were wo small walls (Teatures 4 and
3) overlaid by clay and surroanded by 19th. century finds at tw some level.
Thawe  were no recognisable floor layers or any medieval pottery to  suggest
medieval dwellings. The rest of the brench bhad a natwal flint layer on top
of U clay and there wore bwo lote medieval sherds some 10m west of  the
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Trench IV

Thiz  subsoll/topsoil  interface layer was very thick. There ware  two
ditches (featuwres & and 7)) runming nortb-south. They were very difficullt  to
see above  the nmatural  clay, but were indicated by a clay lens in the
interface  of  the topsoll and subsoil. They were dug to 1.2m below  modern
ground surface, this would suggest an original size of around lm deep and im
wide. Featuwre 7 contained a sherd of late 12th. to 13th. century pottery and
7 ones. & further sherds came Trom the topsodl.

Troreh V

This fad one diteh (Ffeatwre 10) at the west end  rumning north—south
presunably a continuation of feature 8, a ditch in trench IX. The ditch was
relatively shallow being only O.7m Ffrom the top of the moderm topsoil to the
bottom of the feature. It also contained 4 sherds of late 12th. to early
13th. century pottery. 3 further sherds came from the topsoil.

Trench VI

This had a layer of natural Flints on the natwral clay. There were o
gullics (features 12 and 13) aboubt O.6m deep from the modern surface running
porth-south a small pit (featwre 14) with a flat bottom of the same depth
and  about O.7m in diameter where it cut the matural clay. There was also a
smallish ditch {(feature 19) ruwnang east-west and then turming to run north-
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south ab the east end of the trench. The pit contained a sherd of late 12th.
1o early 13th. century pottery and 9 bones.

Trench VIT

This was similar to brench VI, it had one large ditch  (feature 19)
abaut ln deep running north west-south cast at the west end of the trench, a
small pit {featwre 11} about 0.8n deep and two gullies (features 20 and 21 )
running cast-west at the east end of the trench, which were 0.8m deep. Theoe
Teatures contained late 12th. to early 13th. century pottery: Feature 11 one
sherd and a fow bones; feature 19 one sherd and 5 bones; feature 20 2 sherds
and 3 bones; feature 21 3 sherds and a bhone.

Trench VITI

This trench had nolthing except a rough 0.9 wall (feature &) and a well
Linad with unfaced stone rubble (feature 17). These could be associated with
the nearby cotltage. 19th. contury Finds coms from the top of the fill of twe
weell and btiwe surface of the subsolil next to the lining pit and from the base
of the wall.

Trevwh IX

his  had  two  ditches. One runs north north east-south soulth west
(feature 8) calting anolhor feature (fealure 18) o the east. There was also
a gully {feature 9) at the south end of the trench runing east-west. Ditch
8 was 1.4m deep so is probably nol the ditoh in treoch V, although it could
have  ohallowed before it reached that trench. Feature 18 was 1.2m deep  and
the gully was O0.8m deep. Ditch 8 contained 20 sherds of late 12th. to early
iSth. cenlury pobtlory and a similar number of bones. The topsoil  interfoace
layey alwo contained medieval potltery.

Trench X
This was dug to see Of the flalbish area on the top of the hill had a
madieval  domestic debris spread. No archasological features or  finds  were

recovered from this trench.

General Comment >

Apart  from 19th. centuwry deposits, the features contained exclusively
pottery  similar to  that found at the site under the motorway, eond is
likewise late 12th. to early 13th cenbury. Some animal bones, some of  which
had  been  botchered were also recovered. The intersections of ditches on
different alignments suggest more than one phase of medieval activity on the
site. The overall layout is nolt clear, though several of the ditches run
raughly  northrsouth down the slope. The ditches suggest a pattern of small
somewhal Lrregular enclosures or poddocks.

N clear  cut evidence of in situ domeStic activity was found in the
form  of distinct structures, hearths, occupation layers or  rubble spreads
such  as  were recordet] ab Copt Hay in 1971~2. However two, possibly  tlwee
pits were found and there was a scatter of medieval pottery across the site.
Thore was  a distinct  concentration of pottery in ditch 8  (Trench IX)
oliwrwice 1ittle was rocovered from the ditches, and the general scatter was
sparse.  The machine was watched continuously and  the spoil-heaps were
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checked  to gather as many finds as possible. Most of the medieval material
camaz from  trenches IV,VIL,VIT and IX. 19th. century remains were  found  in
trenches 1,111 amd VIII, with only sporadic medieval sherds.

Mark Robarts BO
George Lambyv-ick MA FSA MIFA
Oxford Arehacological Unit

13th. Uotober 19809
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