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Summary

Between the 15" and 16" of March 2011 Oxford Archaeology East carried out an
archaeological evaluation at the St Ivo Outdoor Centre, California Road, St Ives TL
29889 272621. The work was commissioned by Huntingdonshire District Council to
fulfil a planning condition in advance of the construction of a synthetic football pitch
and associated car park. Six 26m x 1.8m and three 20m x 1.8m trenches were
excavated. The archaeological evaluation revealed evidence for ploughing in the
form of ridge and furrow and a system of modern field drains, no significant
archaeological features were present.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1

1.2
1.2.1

1.3
1.3.1

1.4
1.4.1

Location and scope of work

An archaeological evaluation was conducted by Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) at the
St lvo Outdoor Centre, California Road, St Ives, Huntingdonshire.

This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Daniel McConnell of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC; Planning Application
0900964FUL), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OAE.

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the guidelines set out in Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic
Environment (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010). The results
will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority,
with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OAE and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

The site lies approximately 1.8km to the northwest of St Ives town centre with an area
of parkland to the north, arable fields to west and a large housing estate to the east and
south. The site slopes gently from 32.50m above Ordnance Datum at its west to
30.50m above Ordnance Datum at the east end. The Geological maps of the area
(British Geological Survey Series, sheet 187 ) show the site is situated on West Walton
formation/Ampthill clay beds capped by boulder clay.

Archaeological and historical background

There are few known archaeological sites of interest within the immediate vicinity
although surface scatters of Romano British pottery were found slightly to the south
west of the development site (CHER01941e; NMR366618) and a possible Romano
British cremation cemetery was discovered at Houghton Hill in 1843 approximately
200m to the south (CHERO00712; NMR366621). The wider area is rich in sites of
archaeological interest. Flint tools of Mesolithic through to Bronze Age date have been
found in much of the area either side of Houghton road. Ridge and furrow ploughing of
medieval and post medieval date has also been recorded in much of the area
associated with the settlement at Houghton.

Acknowledgements
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on site. Daniel McConnell of Cambridgeshire County Council who wrote the
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Aims
The objective of this archaeological evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably

possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and
significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

Methodology

The Brief required that a sufficient sample of the development area should be subject to
trial trenching, to this end six 25m x 1.8m and three 20m x 1.8m evaluation trenches
were machine excavated on land earmarked for the construction of an all weather
playing surface and associated car parking.

Machine excavation by a wheeled JCB-type excavator fitted with a 1.8m wide toothless
ditching bucket was carried out under constant archaeological supervision.

The trenches were located to Ordnance Survey and a Temporary Bench Mark was set
up using a Leica GPS 1200. The value of the TBM was 31.90m above Ordnance
Datum.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

Conditions on site were cold and dry. Excavation of the trenches was hampered by the
presence of numerous land drains.
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3 REesuLts

3.1
3.1.1

3.2.1

3.3
3.3.1

3.4
3.4.1

3.5
3.5.1

3.6
3.6.1

3.7
3.71

Introduction

Trenches 1, 2, 5, 6 and 9 contained archaeological features. These will be discussed in
numerical order below and full descriptions can be found in Appendix A. Trenches 3, 4,
7 and 8 were devoid of features other than modern land drains and are described in
Appendix A only.

Trench 1

Trench 1 was aligned east to west, it was slightly less than 25m long due to the
discovery of a land drain just below the surface at the western end. In addition to five
land drains there was a shallow linear feature (5) with a maximum depth of 0.10m and
a maximum width of 1.2m running east-west along part of the trench, its single fill (4)
consisted of a mid brownish yellow clay which contained occasional chalk flecks and
small sub angular stones and pebbles. This feature is almost certainly the remains of
ridge and furrow agriculture.

Trench 2

Trench 2 was aligned north to south. The only archaeological feature found was a
furrow on an east-west orientation approximately 3.5m from the southern end of the
trench. The furrow (7) was filled by a mid brown grey yellow clay. This feature had a
maximum depth of 0.08m and a maximum width of 1.2m. Five modern land drains were
also present.

Trench 5

Trench 5 was aligned east-west and situated at the north of the development area. A
shallow post medieval furrow was found at the western most end of this evaluation
trench. This feature 8 was again filled with a mid brown grey yellow clay (9). and ran in
an easterly direction. Faint traces of the furrow could be seen at two further points
within trench 5. Four modern land drains were also present.

Trench 6

Trench 6 was aligned north to south This evaluation trench also contained traces of
ploughing in the form of two furrows (13 & 15) which were located 4m and 13m
respectively from the northern end of the trench. Both features were filled with a mid
brownish yellow clay, were 0.8m wide and 0.08m deep. One (15) contained a single
sherd of post medieval pottery which was identified as metropolitan slip ware dating to
the 18th century (Carole Fletcher pers comm). Three land drains were present.

Trench 9

This trench was aligned north to south. A single furrow (11) was the only feature
present. It was filled with a brownish yellow clay (10), was shallow (0.06m) and had a
maximum width of 1.0m. Four land drains were present.

Finds Summary

Finds were limited to a small single abraded piece of a metropolitan slip ware dish
dating to the 18th century and occasional pieces of broken ceramic field drain.
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4 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1
411

41.2

4.2
4.21

4.3
4.3.1

Discussion

The only archaeological evidence found was a series of furrows which would have
formed during ploughing in either the medieval or early post medieval period. Their date
is unclear, although a single sherd of 18th century pottery may indicate they belong to
the post medieval period rather than earlier. The lack of any earlier features suggests
that this area was not settled or otherwise heavily utilised in the past, possibly due to
the wet and heavy soils.

The numerous modern land drains show that this area is prone to flooding and would
therefore have been considered of little value for settlement in the past. At least three
separate phases of drainage work has been undertaken to try and alleviate flooding on
the site. Two types of agricultural drain were encountered at various depths and a
modern plastic corrugated drain has been installed just below the surface of the playing
field.

Significance
No significant archaeological features have been found by this evaluation.

Recommendations

Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the
County Archaeology Office.
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AprPENDIX A. TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench 1
General description Orientation E-W
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Tre_nch 1 contained ewder_mce of ridge and furrow ploughing and a Width (m) 29
series of modern land drains.
Length (m) 23.6
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.3 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
. containing rare chalk
2 Subsoil ) 022 I fiecks and rare sub ) )
angular pebbles
Mid brownish grey-yellow
4 Layer 1.2 0.1 clay with small occasional - -
chalk fragments
5 cut 192 0.1 Shallow surviving base of )
a furrow
Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
3 Natural - flecks,occasional rounded - -
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules
Trench 2
General description Orientation N-S
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Trench 2 contained modern land drains and a furrow. Width (m) 2.2
Length (m) 25
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil 0.3 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
5 Subsoil 0.2 containing rare chalk ) )
’ flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
Mid brownish grey-yellow
6 Layer 1.2 0.08 |clay with small occasional - -
chalk fragments

© Oxford Archaeology East
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7 Cut 1.2 0.08

Shallow surviving base of
a post medieval furrow

Post medieval

3 natural

Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
flecks,occasional rounded
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules

Trench 3
General description Orientation E-W
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
l’;:ir;]csh 3 was devoid of archaeology but did contain modern land Width (m) 29
Length (m) 0.25
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.26 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
5 Subsoil ) 022 containing rare chalk _ )
) flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
3 Natural - flecks,occasional rounded - -
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules
Trench 4
General description Orientation N-S
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
grepch 4 was devoid of archaeology but contained modern land Width (m) 29
rains.
Length (m) 25
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.22 | with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
5 Subsoil ) 0.2 containing rare chalk ) )
’ flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
3 Natural - Light grey-brown clay - -
containing chalk
flecks,occasional rounded
and sub angular pebbles

© Oxford Archaeology East
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‘ and frequent flint nodules

Trench 5
General description Orientation E-W
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Trench 5 contained eyldence of ridge and furrow ploughing along Width (m) 29
with modern land drains.
Length (m) 23.5
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.26 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
> Subsoil 0.18 containing rare chalk ) )
) flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
Mid brownish grey-yellow
9 Layer 0.08 |clay with small occasional - Post medieval
chalk fragments
8 cut 12 0.08 Shallow surviving base of ) Post medieval
’ ’ a post medieval furrow
Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
3 natural flecks,occasional rounded - -
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules
Trench 6
General description Orientation N-S
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Trench 6 contaln.ed evidence of ridge and furrow ploughing and Width (m) 29
modern land drains
Length (m) 25
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.32 | with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
5 Subsoil ) 0.18 containing rare chalk ) )
) flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
Mid brownish grey-yellow
14 Layer 0.08 |clay with small occasional Pottery 18th century
chalk fragments
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15 cut 0.8 0.15

Shallow surviving base of
a furrow

12 Layer 0.15

Mid brownish grey-yellow
clay with small occasional
chalk fragments

13 cut 0.8 0.15

Shallow surviving base of
a furrow

3 Natural -

Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
flecks,occasional rounded
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules

Trench 7
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.58
grepch 7 was devoid of archaeology but did contain modern land Width (m) 29
rains.
Length (m) 19
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.32 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
2 Subsoil ) 0.2 containing rare chalk ) )
’ flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk
3 Natural - 0.6 |flecks,occasional rounded - -
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules
Trench 8
General description Orientation WSW-ENE
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
g::ir:]c;h 8 was devoid of archaeology but contained modern land Width (m) 29
Length (m) 20
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.3 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
2 Subsoll - 0.25 |Light grey-brown clay - -
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containing rare chalk
flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles

Trench 9
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.58
Trench 9 contaln_ed evidence of ridge and furrow ploughing and Width (m) 29
modern land drains.
Length (m) 19.8
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
A mid grey-brown silty clay
1 Topsoil - 0.3 |with rare sub angular - -
pebbles
Light grey-brown clay
> Subsoil ) 0.22 containing rare chalk ) )

flecks and rare sub
angular pebbles

Mid brownish grey-yellow
10 Layer 0.15 |clay with small occasional
chalk fragments

Shallow surviving base of

1 cut 1 0.06
a furrow

Light grey-brown clay
containing chalk

3 Natural - flecks,occasional rounded
and sub angular pebbles
and frequent flint nodules
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Houghton Hill

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2011
Figure 1: Site location with development area outlined (red)
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Plate 1: Furrow in
trench 1

Plate 2: trench 3 showing truncation
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Plate 3: Example of agricultural land drain
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