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SUMMARY

in Aprit 1999 the Oxford Archacological Unit carried out a field evaluation at
Burnes Pool. Ewon, Berkshire on behall” Eton College.  No  significant
archacological  remains were  discovercd  and it was  revedled  that  the
doevelopment area has been freavily affected by deep posi-medieval disturbance.

INTRODUCTION

I.ocation and scope of work

Over a pertod of five days in April 1999 the Oxford Archaeological Unit carried
oul a leld evaluation consisting of five wenches at Bamnes Pool, Baldwin’s
Shore, Eton, Berkshire on behalf of Eton College in respect of a planmng
application for the construction of a Car Park (Planning Apphcation No.
98:77687).  The work was carried in accordance with a Wrilten Scheme of
Investigation prepared by the OAU following a specification set by Babtie
Archacological Services on behalf of the Royal Borough of Windsor and
Maidenhead. The site lay to the rear of properties on the east side of Eton High
Street (SU967 777 and was 0.509 ha, in area (Figs 1 and 2).

Geology and topography

The site Hes at Barnes Pool off Baldwin's Shore and is bounded by Baldwin
Stream to the east, Sunbury Court and Porny C of E School to the south and by
the rear of nos 1-12 High Street on the west (Fig. 2). The underlying geology 1s
river terrace gravel (Geological Survey Map, Sheet 269). The west edge of the
site Hes at ¢ 20 m AOD, and the ground slopes down from there towards the
stream and the River Thames. Prior to the evaluation the site was occupied by a
larmac car park, tock-up garages, sheds and disused gardens.

Archaeological background

The site lies within the historic core of medieval Eton, and retaims what appear to
he the boundaries of the original burgage plots that were laid out approximately
at right angles to the High Street and ran down to Baldwin Stream. [t was
helieved that in addition to the medieval boundaries between these plots, the site
might contain evidence of associated medicval activity in the back yards of these
lenements.

The site is situated just north of the 12th-century suburb of Windsor which was
knowrn as Underore. as defined in "Historic Towns in Berkshire' by Astill (1978).
Vedieval Elon is thought to extend from Windsor Bridge to Baldwin's Bridge,
though littte is known from excavations in Eton itself except at King’s Stable
Street, where excavation by OAU revealed evidence of activity from the Norman
period to the late medieval (Pugh 1998). It s possibie that the development of
Fron followed a similar pattern to Windsor as the two settlements were linked by
a ford and in 1236, a bridge.  Excavation by Wessex Archacology iy Jennings
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Yard (Hawlkes and Heaton 1993), on the south of the river, revealed the remains
of substantial medieval buildings within a ditched enclosure or moat.
Excavations at the ABC cinema by Wessex Archaeology revealed that the area
of Cnderore was probably an island.

The site les close o the Thames and adjacent to one of its minor tributaries.
Cropmarks and excavations of the gravels close to the Thames in the surrounding
area (notably at the Eron Rowing Lake. the Maidenhead-Windsor Flood
Alleviatton Channel. at Cippenham and at Eton Wick) have demonstrated the
density of prehistoric and Roman activity in this area. A significant multi-period
scttlement with evidence of prehistorie, Roman and Saxon activity is known
from Agar’s Plough only | km to the north-cast (Ford 1991 unpublished).

EVALUATION AIMS

The aims of the evaluation were to establish the presence or absence of
archaeological remains within the proposal area and to determine the extent,
condition, nature. character, quality, date, and depth of any archaeological
remains present. Additionally the evaluation aimed to establish the ecofactual
and environmental potential of archaeological deposits and features, and to
make available the results of the investigation.

EVALUATION METHODOLOGY
Sample size and scope of fieldwork

The evaluation consisted of five machine-excavated trenches suppiemented by
hand mvestigation of selected archacological deposits and features. The
trenches were excavated in the positions indicated on Figure 3. Trenches 1-5
were 280 20, 40, 20 and 17 m long respectively; Trenches 1-4 were 1.6 m wide,
Trench 53 was 1.8 m wide, The evaluation represented a 4 % sample of the study
arca. Excavation was not generally camied below a depth of 1.2 m for safety
reasons, and because of the limited imipact of the proposed development.

The wenches were positioned to provide overall coverage of the site while
avording unnecessary disturbance to trees that would not be affected by the
proposed development.  In addition. the trench layout was designed to provide
sections through the site both along the length of one of the medieval burgage
plots (Trenches 3 and 3) and across the line of the plots (Trenches 1 and 4), The
edge of the Baldwin Stream was investigated (as far as was practicable) in
Trench 3. and the area closest to the tenements fronting the High Street by
Trenches | and 3.

Fieldwork methods and recording

The overburden was removed by a mechanical excavator under close
archacological supervision. The trenches were then cleaned by hand, planned
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and photographed. Sections were drawn where appropriate. Recording followed
procedures laid down in the QAU Fieldwork Manual {ed 1) Wilkinson, 1992).

RESULTS

Presentation of results

Trench descriptions are presented below. A summary of all contexts and finds is
presented m the archaeological context inventory (Appendix 1)

Greneral stratigraphy

The underiying natural soil at the west end of the site (Trench 3) was a fine
calcarcous sandy gravel, which was found at a depth of 0.80 m beneath the
present ground surface. This dipped down to the east (Trenches 2 and 3), and
was overlain by a build-up of alluvial silty clay, which from a sendage dug in
Trench 2 appeared to bottom on further clay alluvium, probably late
Pletstocene, at a depth of 1.8 m. The alluvial build-up had no visible
strattfication within it, and was sterile.

Trench descriptions
Trenches o4 and 3

These three trenches were located in the western half of the site and revealed a
simifar sequence of deposits. In each of the trenches the removal of the topsoil
and layers of modern rubble exposed numerous inter-cutting post-medieval
features, comprising large rubbish pits, shallow north - south aligned ditches and
lincar-trregular trenches of uncertain function. In addition, there were also areas
of ili-defined disturbance. All of these features confained varying guantities of
tate 18" and 19™-century pottery, glass, brick and tile. These late deposits were
muchined out in parts of the trenches to ensure that no earlier features or deposits
Jav heneath, but none were found, and many of the post-medicval features were
not bottomed at a depth of 1.2 m, where excavation ceased. No trace was found
ol any medieval boundaries 1o the supposed medieval burgage plots.

Trenches 2 and 3 (Fig. 4)

Treneh 2 was situated in the north-east comer of the site. Trench 3 ran
through the central area of the site extending o the ecastern boundary. The
features and deposits revealed in these two trenches were similar in character
o those seen in Trenches 1, 4 and 5. predominantly comprising post-medieval
rubbish pits shallow trenches and ditches and areas of deeper disturbance
(303). However, the deeper disturbances were less dense 1 this half of the
stte. and m areas where it remained undisturbed. the top of the alluvium (303)
was cut through by a number of smaller post-medieval pits and postholes (207,
J120384) In Trench 3 one of these smaller pits {307) contained a dog burial.
One wide but shallow ditch on a south-west to north-cast alignment was found
crossing both trenches (cut 205 = 309).

[
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Finds

Many of the deposits encountered in the evaluation contained targe quantities of
18" and 19%-century pottery and glass. Only a representative sample of this
matertal was retained for analysis (see below). A record of all contexts
contaming post-medieval finds is Hsted in Appendix 1.

Pottery (bv Paul Blinkhorin)

Thirty-two sherds of post-medieval pottery. with a total weight of 675 g, were
retrieved for analvsis. The sampled pottery by context and fabric tvpe is
shown in Table |.

Fabries

Border #arey: Generic term for the potery indostry of the Hampshire:Surrey border area
wihich began in the late 15th/early 16th centry (Pearce 1992). The range of fabrics comprised
fine. sandy whitewares with an off-white to buff fabric and with vellow, green olive or brown
slaze. and fine redwares with clear green o olive or brown glaze (ibid. 1. The manufacture
of whitewares ceased during the 18th century. Produced a wide range of lae medieval and

carly post-medieval vessel types.

Red carthemvares, ¢ 1300-1750, Orange or red sandy ware with interal green or orange glaze,
Produced in a wide range of utilitarian forms.

lin-Gluzed Earthemvares. ¢ AD1550-1700. Fine white carthenware. occasionalty pinkish or
vellowish core. Thick white tn glaze, with painted cobalt blue decoration, occasionally
manganese purple and ochre.

[Westerwwald Stonewares. Hard, dense white fabric. usvally decorated with cobalt blue slip. Later
cxamples can have manganese purple slip. Common i London by ¢ AD1630 {Gaimster 1997,
863 and stll in preduction teday.

Staffordsirive Stipsweare. AIXTOS0-1750. Fine eream fabric with winte shp and pale vellow lead
glaze, commonest decorauon is feathered dark brown wailed shp. Chielly press-moulded flat
wares. although smail bowls and mugs ete are known.

€ hrnese Pareelans: Hards slightly translucent white fabric with a clear vlaze, often with hand-
nainted polychrome decoration. Known in Europe (tom the 13th cenwry, but did not become
common until the [oth century (Whitehouse 1972, 63).

Creannvares. Cream-coloured earthenveare, made from the same calemated {lint clay as
Staffordshire white salt-glazed stonewares {(Jennings 1981, 227), although Creamwares were fired
at a different termperatire and have a lead ¢laze. First made in the 1740°, m a wide range of
tahlewares.

Foolist Yetlow-glazed carthenvvares. ¢ 17851835, Hard, white, slightly sandy fabric with an
apphied thick vellow femon glaze. made my a general range of utilitarian forms.
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Table [ Sampled pottery by context and fubric tvipe

Border Red | Tin-Glazed |Westerwald/Co | Stafford-| Chinese | Cream- | Yellow Misc
Wiare | Farthen- | Earthen- logne shive | Porcelain | ware Ware | 19"/20"C
SWale -Ware Stoneware | slipware wares
Chxt ! No | Wi No | Wiel No | Wy Ng Wi | No | Wi No P WU | No | Wt No [ Wti No | Wt | ]
111 P42 2 17 | It
207 i o6 TR
300 | 6 320
I 5 57 1 1t
213 ! 18 o
M6 | 5] 11206 1 47 ] 10 L1 I8
RIS ] ! 1 b I8
20 P13 18
213 2 19 ] 1t
3ta ! e 1§
301 I | 99 ! 10 Ij237 17
507 X 17
Total ] 150 4 185 ! 10 1 47 242501 2 e | 4 (27] 1 |5 16 | 130
Chironolcgy
Most of the pottery assemblages are 18" and 19" century. Context 213 could
he as carly as the Lo century, but the single sherd of Red Earthenware from
the deposit is abraded, and highly likely to be redeposited. Two contexts from
Trench 3 could date to the 17th century or early [8th century.
443 Other finds (hyv Kavt Smith)

Animal bone was retrieved from contexts 213, 504, 503 and 308, identified as
cow, sheep and dog respectively. Thirteen pieces of ceramic building material
{CBM}, namely fragments of brick and tile were recovered from a number of
contexts. A small amount of post-medieval glass comprising a complete glass
vial and four glass fragments, was also recovered.

Context Material No. Fragments Wi {g)
206 CBM 2 P12
207 CBM 1 2
209 (rlass 3 4
211 Glass { 3
213 CI3M 4 384
213 Bone 4 30
08 Bone 13 28
REEY; Glass i I8
A CRM 1 5
23 CTIN | 52
RN CI3M 3 48
S03 CI3M ] 73
303 Bone 1 ]
304 Bone 1 80
Total 37 834
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DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

Reliability of field investigation

Despite the numerous trees m the proposal area a good spatial distribution of
renches was achieved representing a 4 % sample.  Ground walter seeping
through from the adjacent stream made excavation difficult in the castern half of
Trench 3. However, given the nature of the deposits discovered this did not
alTect the reliability of the results,

Overall interpretation

Stummairy of results

Deep post-medieval disturbance was encountered throughout much of the site.
No trace of any carlier features was found beneath these fater deposits, or in
the small areas which survived between these disturbances, and no redeposited
cartier finds were recovered from any of the post-medieval features.
Conclusions

No significant archaeological deposits were located within the proposal area
and no finds carlier than 17"-century in date were recovered.  Any earlier
deposits that may have existed within the proposal area have previously been
destroyed by deep post-medieval disturbance.

DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE

The Archive, including the finds, will be deposited with Reading Museum.
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Appendix |

Archaeological Context Inventory

Abbreviations used

FS
FNR

Post-med

Finds sampled
Finds not retamed

Post-mediaval

CBM Ceramic building material
Trench | Cx Twpe width Thic | Comment Finds No. Date
{1m} k.
{m}
101 Layer 050 1 Topsoll
1602 Fill (.40 Fill of 103 Potiglass | TNR Post-med
103 Cut 1.2 040 | Rubbish pit
104 Fill (.13 Fill of 103 Potiglass | FNR Post-med
15 Cut 0.530 015 Shallow N-§ dich
106 il 0.10 | Fillof 107 Potglass | FNR Post-med
107 Cut 0.30 0.10 | N-5 shallow ditch
s Laver 0.20 Rubble dump
169 Layer (345 sotl dump
Lo Laver Alluvium (disturbed)
R il (343 Fillof 112 PorCBM | FS Post-med
12 g 0. .45 N-S hinear disturbance
I3 Fill 060 ] Fillof 114 Pot/CI3M | FNR Post-med
[Ed Cuy 0.60 (.60 N-S linear disturbance
N Layer .25 Rubble dump Pouery FNR Post-med
B Fill (330 Fillof £17 Potiulass: | FNR Post-med
CI3M
117 Cut 0.28 0.30 I ndefined disturbance
2
201 Laver 040 1 Topsoil
202 Later 0.20 Recent buried sonl
203 Laver 0.30 | Alluvium
204 lLaver Alluvium

Bearites Pool, Buldhwin's Shore, Eton,
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203 Cut 1.80 0.45 | NNE-SSW ditch
2000 Fill 0.20 1 Primary fill of 203 Pot/CBM | FNR Post-med
207 Fil 0.20 | Secondary fili of 203 UBM Fs Post-med
208 Cut .28 0.20 | N-Ssiotzuliy
o0 il 0.20 Fill of 208 Potglass | IS Post-med
210 ut (N1 0.12 Shallow pit
211 fill 0.12 Fill of 210 Potelasss | IFS Post-med
UM
B Cuy LR 0.60 | Deep E-W linear
disturbance
213 IFill 0.40 1§ Primary fill of 212 Potbone/ | FS Post-med
CBM
214 Fill .25 secondary fill of 212
301 laver 0.20 [ Topsotl
I Layer 0.20 | Rubble Potiglass 1 FNR Post-med
33 Laver Alluvium
304 Layer Alluvium
305 Cur 1.50 0.80 Deep disturbance
06 Fill 0.80 Fill of 305 Pot/glass/ | TS Post-med
CBM
207 Cut (.40 0.10 | Animal grave
308 B1) 010 Fill ol 307 Dog s Post-med
Bones
A0 Cut 1.80 045 1 NNE-S5W ditch, same as
205
MO Fill 030§ Pl of 209 Povelass/ | TS Post-med
CBM
Vil I 0.20 | Fitlof 209
M2 Cug 0.20 0.10 Posthole
M FFill 010 | Fillof 312 BM FS Post-med
A4 Cut .38 010 | Posthole
MA il 010 | Fiilof 314 PorCBM | Fs Post-med
bone
4
400 Layer .35 | Topseil
401 Laver 0.20 | Recent buried soil Pot/CI3M | FNR Post-med
402 Laver Alluvinm (disturbed)

)
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Layer Alluvium
Fill Fiil of 403 Pot/CBM | ENR Post-med
Cu .80 Area of disturbance
Fili Il of 407
(L1 (.50 Linear disnarbance
Fill Fill of 409 Pot FNR Post-med
Cut (.50 Linear disturbance (tree-
throw hole )
fil} Fll ol 41 Porelass: | FNR Post-imed
("BM
Cut LG N-5 linear disturbance
3
Laver Madem tarmac surface
Layer Buried topsotl Pot/CBM | FS Post-med
Cw .80 Rubbish pit
il Fill of 302 Bone/ AN Post-med
CBM
Laye) Soul dump Bone s Post-med
Cut 1 -W linear disturbance
Cut 1 I2-W linear disturbance
Fill Fill of 303 Pot FS Post-med
il Fill of 306
laver Aluvium
Laver Alluvium
Layer Alluviam

10

Barnes Pool, Baldwin's Shore, Eton,
Berkshire (ETRAPSOY Evaluaiion Report




- ; ()
; : NN i
e < \\',\\ |

S SN\ ;
..P;ark\\ ‘rAdelaide

YSORE:™
’ : 1 . > &

?_;

(S IK
o

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey's 1:50,000 map of 1994
with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
Office © Crown Copyright.  Licence No. 854166

i

Figure 1 : Site Location
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Figure 2 : Position of Excavation Area.
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Figure 3 : Trench location plan.
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Figure 4 : trench 3, plan and section.
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