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SUMMARY

From September to November 2007 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out
afield investigation at Sation Quarry, Steeple Morden NGR TL 307 393
on behalf of OMYA UK Ltd. The work was in advance of extending an
existing chalk quarry. The investigation revealed a large probable late
Saxon or medieval ditch, and the foundations of two similarly dated
buildings. Two post-medieval ditches and a modern posthole were also
revealed. In addition two undated pits, one undated linear ditch and more
than 200 tree holes were observed.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

111

From September to November 2007, Oxford Archaeol@s) carried out a field
investigation (field walking and a strip map andnpée exercise) at Station Quarry,
Steeple Morden, Cambridgeshire on behalf of OMYA Wk (Planning Ref.
S/0366/00/CM). The investigation was in respectagblanning application for an
extension to the existing chalk quarry. A brief @CC2007) was set by
Cambridgeshire Archaeology Planning and Countryddeice (CAPCA), which
outlined the archaeological requirements of the kwok Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) was prepared by OA (OA 2007gsctibing how those
archaeological requirements would be met, which agrged with Andy Thomas of
Cambridgeshire County Council. The development I to the east of Ashwell
and Morden Station and is bounded by an existirgjkcuarry to the west, the
railway to the south and fields to the north anst €lGR TL 307 393 - Fig 1). The
site is 4.1 hectares in area.

1.2 Geology and topography

121

1.2.2

The site lies on a north-west facing slope withistict knoll at the south-eastern
end. The land slopes frooB0 m OD to the south 71 m OD to the north.

The underlying geology is recorded as CretaceouddMi Chalk (White chalk
without flints -OSGB 1974, sheet 204). The weattearealk surface is overlain with
topsoil and subsoil deposits with a combined depth3 m to 0.5 m.

1.3 Archaeological background

1.4 Genera

14.1

14.2

1.4.3

144

The site was subject to an aerial photographicsassent (CgMs 2002) and an
Environmental Impact Assessment (OA 2005). The lresof the work are
summarised below and illustrated in Figure 2.

Prehistoric

The site lies close to the Icknield Way, identifieldewhere as a focus of Neolithic
activity. A probable Neolithic or Bronze Age flibtade was located immediately to
the west of the site.

A total of 33 possible Bronze Age barrows have bidentified within 1 km of the
site, in the form of existing earthwork mounds erring ditches recorded by aerial
photography. These include three ring ditches ddge c 400 m east of the site, and
a bell barrow (SAM 24419) 50 m to the south of the site.

The site lies in an area that was densely populatethe Iron Age, with large
complexes of ditches forming extensive field syseamong which were scattered
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145

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8

many small farming settlements (Taylor 1997, 2). hon Age enclosure was
excavateda 300 m south of the site, near Lower Coombe Farm.

Romano-British

The site lies close to the Icknield Way, which d@iéved to have been straightened
and provided with a metalled surface during the Rorperiod. A Roman burial
mound liesc 650 m east of the site, and crop marks are thoiaghgpresent Roman
enclosures.

The aerial photographic assessment identified andeny feature crossing the site.
(Fig 2). This was excavated within two evaluatioenthes in an area of a previous
extension to the quarry, immediately to the westhef current site, but no secure
dating evidence was retrieved (OA 2002).

Anglo-Saxon and medieval

A possible Anglo-Saxon burial site is recorded n&sinwell and Morden Statiore,
900 m south-west of the site. A surface find ofgiloie Saxon pottery was recovered
during the 2002 OA evaluation to the west of the,sand interpreted as resulting
from a manuring spread. The site is likely to h&een heathland from the Saxon
period onwards until enclosure in the early 19thteey.

Post-medieval

The site of a former barn complex and cropmarkgatihg a former shelter-belt and
trackway, first depicted on the 1834 and 1839 O$gnde within the site. Post-
medieval ditches and features associated with &sl@# strip were revealed during
work in the fields to the west (OA 2002).

1.5 Acknowledgements

151

The authors would like to thank Rob Nicholson, dfi A UK Ltd for his co-
operation throughout the work. Andy Thomas and &#&ilaniec who monitored the
work on behalf of Cambridgeshire County CouncileTdrawings were produced by
Julia Moxham. Thanks to Elizabeth Stafford for haip Marta Perez with the
identification of the snails and explanation abihwtir habitats, and for the use of her
snail reference collection.

2 INVESTIGATION AIMS

2.1.1 The aims and objectives of the investigation, &®sein the Brief, were:

. To preserve the archaeological evidence containgdinvthe site by
record and to attempt a reconstruction of the histad use of the site;

. In particular, to identify the character and extehtprehistoric activity
within the area and to contribute to an understamdif the development of
prehistoric landscapes in southern Cambridgeshire.
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. To attempt to model the landscape and its trangfbom brought about
by its inhabitants and by natural events using gpectrum of environmental
techniques appropriate for this aspect of invettiga

3 INVESTIGATION METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 The objectives of the investigation were met thioaghree stage process:

. Archaeological fieldwalking so that any archaeotagiremains that only
survive in the ploughsoil could be recorded;

. Clearance of topsoil and other overburden underhaaalogical
supervision to allow the creation of a baseplaallbfrchaeological features thus
exposed;

. Following consultation with CAPCA, excavation ofl aignificant
archaeological features was undertaken.

3.1.2 All excavation was conducted in compliance with tandards outlined in the
Institute of Field Archaeologist'sSandard and Guidance for Archaeological
Excavation (as amended 2001), athndards For Field Archaeology in the East of
England (East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 14epting where they are
superseded by statements made below.

3.2 Fiddwork methodsand recording

Stage 1

3.2.1 The site was ploughed and harrowed prior to théasarartefact collection survey
(Fig. 3).

3.2.2 Transects were laid out parallel to the westerrearfghe site and placed 20 m apart,
on a 20 m grid. These transects were laid out bgnmef a base line at the southern
edge of the site. Each transect was up to 2 m witle area that can be observed
readily by an individual walking along a single dinand was walked by an
archaeologist equipped with a sub -10 m accuracg &Rtem. All collection units
were given a unique identifier indicating site &8 co-ordinate within each 20 m
run.

3.2.3 All material considered to be man-made or not ldoathe area was collected and
recorded by the individual collection unit.

3.24 The name of the walker, presence/absence of firgsl/crop conditions,
slope/topography and lighting/weather conditionsemecorded for each hectare on
standard Field Record Sheets.

3.2.5 Finds were sorted and bagged according to artefass and the collection unit.
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X:\Steeple Morden Sation Quarry_STMSQ 07\POST-EX\ex rep\STMSQPX AT edits.doc



Oxford Archaeology Steeple Morden, Station Quarry, Cambs, STM SQO07

Archaeological |nvestigation Report

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

Stage 2

Topsoil and other overburden were removed undehaaaogical supervision to

expose the upper surface of the chalk. Stripping @lasely monitored and carried
out with regards to the possibility of survivingcaant ground surfaces. The machine
employed was a 38Qracked excavator fitted with a 1.8 m toothlegshing bucket.

The archaeological survey produced a digital preaeation plan of all the visible
archaeological features together with any modetnusions (Fig. 4). The pre-
excavation plan formed the basis for establishimg $trategy for Stage 3 of the
investigation in consultation with CAPCA.

Stage 3

The significant archaeological remains identified $tage 2 were investigated
through hand excavation and in accordance with rtii@mum sampling levels
outlined in the brief.

Recording

A comprehensive written, drawn and photographicomcwas made of the
archaeology in accordance with the requiremen®At Field Manual (OA 1992),

and the Institute of Field Archaeologist’'s Standandl Guidance for Archaeological
Excavations, 1999.

4 RESULTS: GENERAL

4.1 Soilsand ground conditions

41.1

The site is located on chalk and the archaeologlepbsits were generally derived
from sandy silt deposits with chalk inclusions.

4.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

42.1

The site could be broadly phased by the finds &edstratigraphic record. These
were:

Phase 1: Roman (AD 43-410)
Phase 2: Late Saxon/early medieval (AD 900-1200)

Phase 3:Modern (19th century onwards)

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2008 5
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5 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Fieldwalking

5.1.1

A total of eight transects were walked within tmedstigation area. Each transect
was set out at 20 m intervals, parallel to the 'are@stern boundary. The ploughsoil
within the area was comprised of fairly loose sasittywhich contained around 10%

chalk inclusions. A high quantity of highly patiedtflint was also noted, some of
which was plough-struck but none worked. Few findse recovered from the area.
Surface finds included pottery, burnt stone, glassamic building material and fired

clay, all of which were post-medieval in date. Aited sample was retained. The
location of the principle finds is presented inuFig 3.

5.2 Stratigraphic summary

521

522

5.2.3

Phase 1: Roman (AD 43-410)

No clearly Roman features were observed cut intontitural chalk, however, a total
of 20 residual sherds of Roman pottery were idiatifduring the course of the
excavation. Five sherds, including one sherd ofigamvare, were recovered from
the fill of ditch 179, four sherds were recoveredni structure 124, eight from
structure 155 and two from foundation 194 (seewglo

Phase 2: Late Saxon/early medieval (AD 900-1200)

Towards the eastern end of the site a NE-SW alightxh (179 - Figs 4-6) was

revealed. The ditch had been previously identifisthg aerial photography (CgMs
2002). The ditch was 65 m long, up to 7.4 m widel &9 m deep. The ditch
extended beyond the north-east boundary of the @i terminated 10 m from the
western boundary. It had a wide flat base andgttaishallow sloping sides, the
terminus displayed a shallow sloping profile. Thesd fills (106, 107 and 183)
comprised redeposited natural chalk lenses andoselgreyish-brown sandy silt,
which contained five sherds of Roman pottery (cxisté03, 128 and 140, which are
equivalent to context 183) and two sherd of medipadtery (again from context

103). The fills appeared to be the result of natsitang. Above this was a sandy silt,
chalk rich layer (184), which probably representkd levelling of the associated
banks (identified in the aerial photographic sujveyne medieval pottery sherd
(141, which is equivalent to 184), a medieval irkmfe blade (164, which is

equivalent to 184) and a small piece of uniderdifi®nwork (141 again equivalent
to 184) were recovered from this layer. The upgeof the ditch (185) comprised a
loose greyish brown sandy silt ploughsoil that f&amped into the top of the
feature. A large number of modern finds had beenged into this upper fill, none
were retained.

The terminal of a NE-SW aligned linear feature (192as observed opposite ditch
179. The feature was 8.8 m long, 3.9 m wide antbup05 m deep. It was filled with
greyish brown sandy, chalky silt, and was cut bynedern hedgeline (187). No

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2008 6
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5.2.4

525

5.2.6

527

dating evidence was recovered, but its location waidth indicate that it was a
shallow continuation of ditch 179.

Parallel and to the south-east of ditch 179 were fawge beam slots (group 124 -
Figs 4-7). The foundations comprised two parallehight sided, flat bottomed
trenches approximately 3.7 m apart. The south-gastench (119) measured 4.8 m
long, up to 0.78 m wide and 0.46 m deep. The naghtern trench was of the same
dimensions but had been extended to the north{gamip 125). The extended trench
was 4.5 m long, up to 0.64 m wide and sloped frofry On deep at its south west
extent to 0.34 m at its the north-east extent. Bothches and the extension were
filled with a mid orange-brown sandy silt with up 40% chalk inclusions (132). A
single piece of tile was recovered from the nordéstern trench and four sherds of
Roman and two sherds of medieval pottery were m@al from the centre of the
south-eastern trench. The size and depth of timehes indicate a small yet solidly-
built building; the extended beam slot may havesexrto support the base of an
extension or lean-to.

A smaller set of beam slots (group 155) were idieatiapproximately 120 m from,
and at a 90 degree angle to, group 124 (Figs 4adb73. These comprised two
parallel trenches orientated NW-SE and set 3 mtapae south-west trench (143)
measured 3.3 m long, 0.4 m wide and up to 0.18 ep.déhe north east trench had
been more heavily truncated by ploughing and meas2© m long, 0.38 m wide and
0.09 m deep. Both trenches contained a loose nudigie brown sandy silt (144).
Although eight sherds of Roman pottery were recaddrom this structure, its form
was similar to structure 124 and the pottery wasbably residual. However, it is
also possible that both structures were Roman i@ aad the medieval pottery from
structure 124 was intrusive.

Phase 3: Modern (19th century onwards)

A narrow NE- SW aligned ditch (group 193) was rdedan the western central part
of the site, measuring 21 m long and continuingobelythe south-western site
boundary. The eastern end of the ditch terminatigdirwthe investigation area. It
was 0.9 m wide, up to 0.1 m deep and containeddiesfill of loose reddish-brown
sandy silt. Although no dating was recovered thtehdivas on a similar alignment
and of a similar profile to a post-medieval ditch7@5) identified in the 2002
evaluation of the area to the south-west of theetutrinvestigation (OA 2002). The
ditch was cut by the bedding trench for a hedge lin

Foundation 194 comprised a shallow rectangulaufeat 8 m long, 1.7 m wide and

up to 0.22 m deep. It was filled by a chalky migygsh brown sandy silt (196),

which produced two sherds of Roman, two sherdseafieval and 65 sherds of post-
medieval pottery, animal bone, glass and metal. fBagure was also cut by the
hedge line to the south-west, and by eight woodekes (group 180 - not

illustrated). The stakes were well preserved, iative of a 20th-century date, but did
not define an obvious structure.
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5.2.8

5.2.9

5.2.10

5211

A single posthole (197 - not illustrated) was lechtnear the centre of the
investigation area. The feature was filled with @npacted chalky fill and the
remains of the wooden post. The well preserved wwad also indicative of a
probable 20th-century date.

The modern hedge line (187), was observed alontetigth of the western boundary
of the site. It was 410 m long, 0.58 m wide andaif.1 m deep.

Undated Features

Two undated pits were identified within the invgation area. The first (108 - Fig.
6) was a sub oval pit situated between ditch 1ZPtanlding 124. Measuring 3.26 m
by 2.7 m, and up to 0.54 m deep, it was backfilleth brown silt (109). The second
pit (137 - Fig. 4) measured 0.75 m wide and 0.38emp. It was filled with a loose,
dark reddish-brown clay-silt (138), not dissimilar the topsoil, indicative of a
modern date.

More than 200 tree holes were identified within thneestigation area, of which six

were excavated in order to characterise them. Atthahe tree holes varied greatly
in size they displayed similar irregular profilesdafills. For example tree hole 133

(Fig. 6) was between 3 m and 3.4 m in diameter,ugntb 0.6 m deep. It contained a
single fill of loose reddish brown clayey silt ()3%hereas tree hole 166 (Fig. 4) was
between 1.15 m and 0.65 m in diameter up to 0.1Heep. It was filled by a greyish

brown sandy silt (167). Some of the features wemsaent shaped, and were
probably tree throw holes, possibly left after aetthad blown over. Others were
more circular suggesting the trees may have bdkufdhere was no evidence of in
situ burning, and no datable finds were recovered.

6 RESULTS: FINDS

6.1 Roman pottery by Edward Biddulph

6.1.1

6.1.2

A total of 16 Roman-period sherds (excluding untdetble (Z) fragments),
weighing 85 g, was recovered from the site. Theenmlt was sorted into fabrics
within context groups and recorded by sherd codbric group weight, and
estimated vessel equivalents (EVE) where possibédarics were assigned codes
from Oxford Archaeology's standard recording systenRoman pottery (Booth nd).
The assemblage was in poor condition; pieces wagedl s- the average sherd weight
was 6 g — and just two rims were found among theernsual body sherds. However,
fabrics were sufficiently well preserved to allolWwet assemblage to be broadly
characterised and context groups dated.

The assemblage spanned the Roman period, but vaasdbitowards the middle
Roman period, specifically AD 170/80 to 250. Thessuggested by Hadham grey
ware (R10) and Nene Valley white ware (W14), whathived after the late 2nd
century, and supported by probable Colchester-sdubtack-burnished ware (B20)
dishes. Locally-produced sandy grey wares (R30)dack-surfaced wares (R50) are
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consistent with this dating. A South Gaulish samware (S20) fragment from
context 128 is exceptional, belonging to the e&bman period. A colour-coated
ware sherd (F60), reminiscent of Oxford or Hadhastowur-coated wares but not
identical to either, may be late Roman, though ihiancertain. A possible incised
graffito was recorded on a black-surfaced ware ;bhsepiece was too fragmentary
to allow the graffito to be identified, but two pdlel lines extending from the edge of
the base were visible.

Table 1: The Roman pottery

Context[Fabric| Count |Weight (g)[Form MV [Comments/record date |Context date
103 Z 1 1 Unidentified 43-410
103 F60 |1 1 Body sherd Unsourced, but not  43-410
Hadham or Oxford. Late
Roman?
103 R30 1 19 Body sherd 43-410
121 R30 1 3 Body sherd AD43-410 Medieval
121 B20 3 21 Bead-rimmed digh 1| AD125-250 Medieval
128 S20 1 3 Body sherd ?Dish/platter 43-110
140 Z 1 1 Unidentified Undated
140 R30 1 3 Body sherd 43-410
144 R10 2 10 Body sherds Hadham grey ware; |170-410
IAD170-410
144 B20 1 5 Plain-rimmed dish 1 | AD125-410 170-410
146 R50 1 1 Body sherd AD43-410 43-410
148 Z 1 1 Unidentified Undated
150 Z 1 1 Unidentified 180-410
150 R30 1 5 Body sherd AD43-410 180-410
150 W14 1 4 Body sherd AD180-410 180-410
172 R50 2 10 Base sherds Calcareous inclusiong3-410
two post-firing incisions
on base externally -
?graffito
TOTAL 20 89 - 2 |- -
6.2 Post-Roman pottery by John Cotter

6.2.1 A total of 74 post Roman-period sherds, weighing 83 were recovered from the

site, the majority being post-medieval/modern iteddhere are, however, 5 sherds
with a total weight of 349 that have been identifas late Saxon/medieval pottery.
The sherds are in poor condition; small and abradieé fabric is shell tempered,
probably a St Neots ware derivative dating fromt@th -13th centuries.

Table 2: The post-Roman pottery

Context| Count Weight (g)[Form Comments/record dafDate

1 1 14 post medieval

103 2 6 Unidentified (abraded bodghell tempered - St |10C-13C
sherds) Neots ware derivativ

110 2 16 Flower pot post medieval

121 2 22 Unidentified (abraded rim|Shell tempered - St (10C-13C
and body sherd) Neots ware derivative

141 1 6 Unidentified (abraded bage Shell tempered - $t0C-13C
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sherd ?) Neots ware derivativie
172 33 126 post medieval
174 32 134 post medieval
199 1 10 post medieval
TOTAL | 74 334 |-

6.3 Metalwork by lan Scott

6.3.1 The only finds which can be dated are a whittlegt&nife from slippage within a
large ditch (context 164 SF 2), which is probabdyly medieval in date; a post-
medieval horseshoe nail from the topsoil (110) #s@dmodern offcut of copper alloy
sheet from the upper fill of the large ditch (130).

6.3.2 The full assemblage is catalogued below:

Iron

. Context 105 - small fragment of much eroded stripassibly plate.

. Context 110 - horseshoe nail with expanded rectangection head, post
medieval.

. Context 141 sf 1 strip or plate fragment, irregular

. Context 165, sf 2 - whittle tang knife blade. Thag is centrally placed,
with a sloping slightly curved shoulder. The bldde a slightly curved back. No
indication of any decoration on the blade, butsitsomewhat encrusted and
corroded. Probably early medieval in date.

. Context 172 - nail with small head.
Copper alloy
. Context 130 - triangular offcut of copper alloy shenodern

. Context 174 - nine tiny irregular and very thingmaents of copper alloy
sheet. The largest is 12 mm long.

6.4 Glassby lan Scott

6.4.1 The glass asssemblage comprises 30 fragments wgi@Big, and is predominantly
modern window glass, colourless vessel glass amé Wwottle sherds. None of the
glass is likely to be earlier than the late 19thtaey.

6.4.2 A total of 28 sherds of modern glass were recovered fromilthef a modern trench
(172 and 174), including 13 sherds of colourlessitflglass, two sherds of reeded
glass, four sherds of wine bottle, two small colless vessel sherds and a third sherd
of slightly blue green colourless glass with molifee, a single rim sherd and two
small body sherds from colourless glass, and oick ghiver of colourless glass with
a hint of curvature, possibly a vessel sherd. Allsthan body sherd of olive green
glass and a weathered blue green? body sherd, alsyerecovered and were both
undiagnostic.
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6.4.3 A single light blue body sherd, was recovered from fieldwalking (12), it was
undiagnostic and probably modern

6.5 Other Finds

Table 3: Shell
Context Frag. count Weight(g) | Identification
172 1 46 QOyster
174 1 1 Mussel

Table 4: Ceramic building material

Context Frag.count | Weight(g) | Identification
9 1 6 Unidentified
103 1 13 Unidentified
110 2 11 Unidentified
128 1 3 Unidentified
172 2 36 Unidentified
172 1 70 Pan tile fragment 18thC-19thC
174 1 28 Pan tile fragment 18thC-19thC
174 1 16 Plain tile (roof)
TOTAL 10 183g
Table5: Slag
Context | Frag.count | Weight (g) | Identification
105 2 30 slag
172 5 48 slag
174 2 77 slag
144 >50 1 Magnetic material recovered from soil sample
121 >50 1
128 >50 1

Table 6;: Burnt Flint

Context | Frag.count | Weight (g) | Identification
144 5 194 Burnt flint
128 3 16 Burnt flint

7  PALAEO-ENVIRONMENTAL REMAINS
7.1 Animal bone by Rachel Scales

7.1.1 Three animal bone fragments were recovered andifi@éenwith the aid of the
Oxford Archaeology bone reference collection andlighed texts. One rib (140)

from a medium sized mammal and two maxillary catidars (105) were recovered
from medieval ditch fills.
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7.1.2

Bone condition was very poor. The rib was fragiled ahad no bone surface
remaining. The teeth were also crumbling and fragary with no tooth enamel

preserved. It was not possible to identify butchrearks or evidence for gnawing due
the condition of the assemblage. This poor preservaould be due to the chemical
make up of the deposits excavated, or the useeofatid for arable farming prior to

excavation.

7.2 Snailsby Marta Perez

7.2.1

7.2.2

7.2.3

7.2.4

7.2.5

Methodol ogy

Three 40 litre bulk samples were taken and sub-aimfor molluscs. Each sub-

sample comprised 1.5 litres of soil. These subpsasn however, contained

insufficient snails for full analysis and conseqtlersnails from the flots and

residues from the remaining 38.5 litres were alsduded in this analysis. The
samples derived from a large medieval ditch andrbskots for a building. Each

sample was processed by water flotation with tbésfand residues collected on a
500pm mesh. After air-drying the flots and the dass were scanned under a
binocular microscope at x10 and x20 magnification.

The Mollusca recovered from the three sub-sampteslisted in Table 7 below,
giving the minimum number of individuals represehtey the remains from each
sample. Habitat information follows Evans (1972) dterney (1999). No charred
plant remains were evident.

Results - sample 1, context 128: medieval ditch

This sample contains the greatest quantity of ifledtsnails. All are terrestrial
species, withPupilla muscorum (adults and juveniles) particularly common. This
species is typically found in open environmentsh&dtspecies common in this
sample and also associated with dry and open grasshcludeVallonia excentrica
andCochlicopa lubricella.

Results - sample 2, context 121 and sample 3, context 144: medieval building
foundations.

Once againPupilla muscorum is the dominant species in these two samples,
especially in sample 3. Similarities between these the previous sample are
apparent, buPomatia elegans was also represented in samples 2 and 3

Discussion

The dominant species in all three sample®upilla muscorum, a snail typically
found in areas of earth bare of vegetation; it fiero found in patches of broken
ground induced by sheep or around rabbit burrowsarg 1972, 146). Similarly,
Pomatiaslegansis also a species that favours shaded and moigatatvith broken
ground and loose soil into which it can burrow (Bv¥4972, 134-135).
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7.2.6 These snails were only found in the medieval bekns,swhere areas of localised
shade and disturbance were likely.

7.2.7 Grazing activity is represented Mallonia excentrica, found usually in short grass
(Kerney and Cameron 1979, 97) and common in pagtevans 1972, 161-162).
Helicella itala can also be found where the sward is kept shograying; it avoids
lowland pasture and arable habitats (Evans 197@;182). Vallonia costata is a
shail of open habitats, unliRéallonia excentrica it seems to be absent where there is
considerable disturbance by cattle. When woodlandléared and open country
createdVallonia costata is generally the first of the open-country sped@énvade
the habitat. These two species dominated many efadpen country faunas of
Neolithic and Bronze Age Britain, in an environmeoft short-turfed grassland,
probably grazed by sheep (Evans, 1972, 153-161f pPphesence ofPupilla
muscorum andVallonia excentrica probably represents an open dry grazed downland
with short, well-cropped grass (Allen 1992, 146).

7.2.8 Grassland is also represented@nchlicopa lubricella (more abundant in sample 1,
from the medieval ditch), this snail tends to oceudry and exposed habitats but it
is not restricted to them, in fact it is a cath@pecies, able to live in a wide range of
habitats (Evans 1972Trichia hispida is another species which can be found in a
great variety of habitats, shaded and open, maoidtday. It is found in grassland
and/or waste ground environment, is absent frony dey sites but very common
elsewhere (Kerney and Cameron 1979; Kerney 1999).

7.2.9 Overall the snail assemblages are of very low diterrepresenting a long
established dry and very open environment (Elizalstafford, pers. comm.). Snails
from the Saxon or medieval ditch (sample 1) inipatar, are typical of a short grass
environment with grazing taking place around thetdee. The species indicative of a
more shaded environment are represented in smallebers, and are likely to
reflect very localised shade within building foutidas.
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Table 7: The Snail Data

Sample number 1 2 3 Habitat
Context number 128 121 144

Period Medieval | Medieval| Medieva
Context type Ditch Building | Building

Litres processed 40 40 40
COCHLICOPIDAE

Cochlicopa lubricella (Porro) 26 5 1 C
PUPILLIDAE

Pupilla muscorum (Linnaeus) 376 78 295 0
Pupilla muscorum (juvenile) 163 36 161 0
VALLONIIDAE

\Vallonia costata (Miiller) 52 11 11 (6]
\Vallonia excentrica (Sterki) 40 9 9 ©)
PUNCTIDAE

Punctum pygmaeum (Drapernaud) 4 C
VERTIGINIDAE

\Vertigo pygmaea (Drapernaud) 1 ©)
HELICIDAE

Helicella itala (Linnaeus) 43 39 26 0
Trichia hispida (Linnaeus) 20 5 6 C
POMATIASIDAE

Pomatia elegans (Mdller) 14 6 CB
Total 725 197 515

Habitat information: C-catholic, O-open habitat Burrowing species
8  DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

8.1 Rdiability of field investigation

8.1.1 The investigation area had undergone heavy ploggivinrecent years causing
plough damage to the top 0.2 m of archaeologicpbsi¢s. Below this the deposits
remained undisturbed and there was little crossamoimation of features.

8.2 Overall interpretation

8.2.1 No distinct concentrations of finds were revealediry the fieldwalking, and the
finds collected were all post-medieval in date amubt likely a product of manuring.

8.2.2 The excavation demonstrated that despite the pityioh a number of Bronze Age
barrows there was no evidence for prehistoric @gton the site. The large number
of tree holes suggest that the site was heavilydeddn the prehistoric period. No
tree holes were seen to cut the fills of the meaieltch that traversed the site, and
the environmental samples from the ditch indicdtet the site was open grassland
during the medieval period. The site may have lmesred during the earlier Bronze
Age; a period when the chalk downlands and rivéleya were being colonized and
cleared and long, linear boundaries were estaldishelemarcate complex and fixed
allotments of land (Parker Pearson 1999, 91).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2008 14
X:\Steeple Morden Sation Quarry_STMSQ 07\POST-EX\ex rep\STMSQPX AT edits.doc



Oxford Archaeology Steeple Morden, Station Quarry, Cambs, STM SQO07

Archaeological |nvestigation Report

8.2.3

8.2.4

8.2.5

8.2.6

8.2.7

8.2.8

8.2.9

The ditch is likely to have undergone its initidltisg in the late Saxon/early
medieval period, although it could have been maieth as a functioning land
boundary over many centuries. Early maps show 8whe prehistoric field
boundaries which underlie Roman roads remainedsm throughout the Anglo-
Saxon, medieval and even early modern periods idifon 1993, fig. 2.1) and the
site itself is located close to the Iron Age tribalundaries of théceni, Trinovantes
andCatuvellauni (OS Map of Roman Britain 2001). The aerial photpysaevidence
(CgMS, 2002) shows that the ditch is known to i for at least 1.1 km on a
north-east alignment beyond the sites north-easieumdary, roughly parallel with
the Icknield Way.

It is possible that the ‘medieval’ ditch originatedthe Bronze Age, but the absence
of any evidence of scouring or re-cutting make ehfgtoric or Roman date less
likely. The low quantity of late Saxon/medieval fgoy (in relation to the residual
Roman finds) throws some doubt on the date of tted,dbut it is unlikely that the
medieval pottery was intrusive. It is more likelyat abraded Roman pottery was
residual and originated during the manuring ofdite in the Roman period.

The size of the ditch and its proximity to the é&xig county boundary suggests that
it is likely to have formed an early land divisitmoundary. However its shallow

sided, flat bottomed profile means the possibilitgt it is a hollow way or sunken

trackway cannot be ruled out; despite the lack b&el ruts and the limited finds

assemblage.

Feature 192 was on the same alignment as ditchbLi79t was insubstantial in
comparison. It is possible that the feature waslende of de-turfing prior to the
excavation of an extension to 179; a developmewemeompleted. No evidence for
192 was identified in the evaluation of the adjacmea (OA 2002), and it was not
visible in the adjacent quarry section; it is there unlikely that the ditch continued
to the west.

Building foundations were identified on the sitetire form of two sets of parallel

trenches. These trenches are likely to have cadamooden beams, which would
have been utilised for the foundations of the $tnes. No evidence for the function
of these buildings was identified, but their ismat lack of associated features and
material remains precludes a domestic role.

Roman and early medieval pottery was recovered ftonfills associated with the
larger of the two buildings (124). Only Roman sherdere associated with the
smaller building (155), however the similarity ionstruction techniques indicates
that the buildings are likely to be contemporard an late Saxon or early medieval
date.

Beyond these features there is no further evidéorchuman activity until the post-
medieval period. This is congruent with the evidepcovided in the Environmental
Impact Assessment for the area to the east ohiresiigation area (OA 2005), which
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shows that the area was kept as heathland througheumedieval period at least
until 1816.

8.2.10 The linear ditch 193 has no obvious function, batyrhave formed a post-medieval
field boundary.

8.2.11 The modern foundation trench (194) and postholevi®# of uncertain function but
may have been associated with World War Il actintthe area.
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Plate 1: Whittle Tang Knife, context 164 SF 2
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