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MONGEI^IELL GRIMS DITCH

EVALUATTON, MAY; 1987

SUMMARY

The evaluatlon hae cônflrmed the probable exlstence , of a large ;

dltch and the epread remalng of a bank repregenttng Grlnre Dltch.
Ae expected the bank la not well preeerved.
At leaet flve etratleraphlc phaeee aùe lclentfflable, theee
repreeent a Prehlstorlc or Roman fleld boundary and aseoclated
plougheolls; Grlme Dltch ltself uld evldence of further
cultlvatlon; Medlevat truncatlon,of Grlme Dltch, po66tb]y to
create baclt gardens ag.Boclated wlth MongewelL deserted medleval
vlllage; cultlvatlon on both sldee of Grlms Dttch; . and." '18th 

,

century landecape gardenlng, It le likely that more periods of
actlvlty åre repreeented wlthln thte Bequence

Although , the survlving earthwork .iu badly denudéd, enough
etratlgraphlc and datlng evidence survive to provlde a good

chance of datlng Grlme Dltch more'eecurely, and of elucldatlng,
other parte of the sequence, lncludlng detalle and datlng of the'

i

pre-exletlng boundary and cultlvatlon traces, It le conflrmed
that envlronmental and economlc evldence 1e available ,from
enalle, ,eo1le, anlmal bonee and poeelbly charred plant remalne.
Radiocarbon . and magnetlc. datlng methode are llkeIy' to be
appllcable, There ls no evldence of waterlogged deposlts ln the
dttches '

The etrattgraphy, €ÊpeclaIly the fnterrelatlonehlp of
plougheolle ancl bank materlal ls complex, and relatlvely deep
depoelte survlve, conslderlng how ve-ry epread th* vlslble
earthwork le. If the road echeme proceode exteneLve excavatj-one
along the affected eectlon of. Grlme Dttch w111 be requLred to
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engure that the full potentlal of the etratlgraphlc an¿ datlng
evldence ls realteed. At preeent the resulte of the evaluatlon
lf anythlng caet doubt on the current datlng of Grlms Ditch to
the Iron Age. 

i

Although Grlme Dltch remalns the most l-mportant ' 'element, the
ldentlftcatlon of what mey be a bach garden on the edge 'of

I

Mongewe1l ' deeerted n'èdleval vlLlage ls r.an addlttonal
compllcatlon. I The vlllage may well have ,been þounded òv Grlmi¡

Dttch on the north, ln whlch'cage the road aß pfegently propoeed
may have a greater archaeologlcal Impact than wg6 formerJ-y
suspected between tn*e rlver croeelng and Grlme Dltch l.tself .' It
le aleo now clearer that -the road I.lne cute åcros6 survlvlng
remalne of lBth century landecape gardenlng fncludlng . carefulLy
deelgned .paths and woodland walks. Although not of outetandlng
lmportance tn themselvee these add cumulatlvely to the echeme'g
lmpact

6 Furth
Grlme

er' aeeeeement of the årsa between the rlver croeslnii , and,
Dltch le deslrable.

INTRODUCTTON

The purpose of thle excavatlon. waa to aßses6 the survlval of
, archaeological deposlte and thelr. potentlal' for provld'lng ,usefu]
lnformation where the proposed southern.route for the l^lalllngford
By-Paes crosaeg Grl¡ns Ditch

A 25n, trench waß excavated roughiy at rlght-ansiee to the
preeumed, ltne of Grlms Dltch and extending r'oughly equaLly far on
elther slde, cuttlng the vlslble bank close to lts lntersection wlth
the centre lIne of the proposed roàd. Tho topeoil wae

removed to a wldth of c. 1.5m. by machlne, and a nårrower'trench c.
,half thle wldth 9råß then excavåted by hand,. mainly to natural,
though ln the northern part of. the trench the bottom-moet layere
t'ú'ere lnvestlgåted tn a narrower elot
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The alme of the evaruatlon r{ere to eetabrleh the followlng:
-l

1 ' The extent and survrval of archaeologldar etratrgraphy.2. The comptexlty and potential 
"r.r"ir;;;;;; of,

etratlgraphlc gequence. , 
' .- ---;:

3. The potentlal. f,or envlronmental archaeology
4' , rnu densltv and range of flnds åna pote,.ri"i,l for datrng

6eque.nce
5. The impllcatlons of the evåf,lation.'

the

the

, ït is lmportant to note that bbcauee oi the very.obllque angleat whtch the proposed road cute crrme ;;;;r-; ;;;-;;-;r";;-=;;*:' re'under threat. The evaluatlon trench repreßente.only Just over â L%eample of the area and ehourd not be tarren aa nece.earrtyrepre8entatlve of the whole Length. As far' as poÊElble, tndlcatlonsof how condltlone mav drffer east and'neet of.ure urrnr" ;;;;;;",lurr"
,been takèn lnto account, and are eet out below, but such variatlonIs not fully predlctable.

THE EXTENT AND SURVIVAL OF ARCHAEOTOGICAT STRATIGRAPHY

The earthwork at the point excavated iu: row, obvlousry spreadbank, auout 1B-20m. wlde and 0 . 7m, hlgh. To ilre west rt "ruirrriu ,abecomee sllehtly more promlnent but not slgnlflcantly 60;, to theruut^1t becomes less- pronounced but agaln not slgnlflcantrv so unt11'c ' 39t' from the trench. on the north slde trrere iu ; n'".i-o"ua"nln the stope of the bantr lndlcatlng the,";;;".."¿n", of cultlvatlonreepectlng å boundary atons ttre top ot tr,. ;;";";;, ,u"t"a by thenorth,ern-moet llne of large beech treee. There ls no' superficlal
:.1t" 

or-a dltch' The beech ptantatlon orlst;;;;; JJn.iut*¿ or thréer'ows of treee' r-r ie marked on Davls' *up or å*to";;;; ;; 
"'r,rn,

and !h. Mongewell tfthe måp of 1B4Ot

'i 'Archaeologlcal depoelte were recorded throughout the length of
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tlié trench wlth between 4 and I depoelte overrying each other at aly,' one no14t,,. Naturar subsorl ,"" 
-;;;;;;;";;;';i-:. 

45 . B0m . oD andexcept where lnterrupted by later features form'e a morê or rebehorlzontar surface ' The r"r"t"i"*-0"n.";;;"r;;'between 0.5m. and
would' lmprv that rhe road ."rrr"i;;;;;-";;;;rr. rrke B's cubrcmetres of archaeol0sfcal deposlt wlthln f,he bert^']rtîir.ullor."or.,"the llne of Grlms Dltch, to whlch must o.-"oo-o the volume ofdepoerte 1n featuree dug lnro the r;;;;.;, 'rir"n 

waa not rurly
ï;::'j:;:":: ',u 

p"*u..,, *""i-;";";" eetrmareo,." o. a rurther zro

' rn the area examlned root penetratl0n f^7å.6 0bvlous but had notcaueed slgnlflcant ¿leturbance in ,*"*u 
-.-oi, 

destroying the, dietln'ctions, between: d"pourt;. 
-"-;" 

iootu more ,iu' c., 1'cm. thlck ..were encountered and verv t"" ,orJ-r;;; ï_ffi 
u'loor,rru, 

burrows hadcaueed more disturbance, onê reLatlvely ]aráe ?badger run was foundand a emaJ-ler burrow ha'd'happened to destroy the reratlon"r,ipubetween Bome lavere on tr; ;;il-"r 
"ro- of the bank, and exteirdedacroee the fu.' wldth of the trench. Apatt from theee tr¿o exampr_ee,

i::;;;J; ,l'rri" j::i""ï.3r"r""i;;-;; ,¡ae riesllglbre and 
's cr earry

THE COMPTEXTTY AND POTENTÏAL O'',", STRATTGRAPHIC SEQUENCE

c{vTwenty-elx, separate depoelte were ldentLfled. They rep.reeentdltches, bank deposits, a plt, a ";;;"-;;;;';ilu*n""r..u and dunipedeolr' Thelr rnlerrelarlonehrp" ."" 
".rnr.*; ;;;;ïentlng proce.Be.;of accumurati_on, oruru"iun"u and whor;;;;; ;Jil;;, . rt 1s notporulbre on the baels of euch 

" ;r;;; ecale 
"*.."]rr"n to slve ad'¡rlnltlve lnterpretatlon, but ve¡y ,;;;";;;;;; the fotlor¿inesequence may be put forward: 

.

t
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'Phäee 
1 . A very s¡nar_ r dl t.,x ¡, rrn¡ .

J;;"".ïj"f 
"ï;' 

J;::i. "ill,iï;.,'ï;fs ) on north slde

:i;;ï"ïî:, :": :jff:ï,; j,l: i;åiïj :T;, " ïj" ". ;:;
.rrru Dlrch. 

eLlehtrv, obtlque r"-.i"ï"":;":"nl;"" 
ï;

eh( 
Date: un(

phaee 2 ;'ji:::m:î# ;k*Ëï.ï,ï;:'",rrieo R.man

of ¡naJor bank on tt" 
"""inir""o 

of trench) r+1th evldence
' Grlne oli.i,' 'tl 1ts north slde. ?h1e oioouor), rep¡s6entsthe ;Jïät;ï" not pôeelble to estabrleh. feal 

proflre o* .'uttnough lt "l

.

,..r ï*": the orlglnal A.rorrnrr :"': 
certalnlv extenderair 

' beiow tr,u o"ie;:, J:j'' 
rhle cer

;:ï":':l;i'ïï 
;;i.JÏ"i";::: - t"ti";ì' ¡'o';;;;;"=

berow rhe .rr"ïïïlj:""rîrJî';iî;",,'l""oi n:, l.lhen the ditln tg14l-'^oJ_'.'" 
qrtch o'ae excavå

be 
"r'n 

'i 57 5n' eaet-- o;ïi;J:ted prlor to

ïj:j ï $; * " " 
::t il ïåf îî : #ï riÏl iîtr

_as¿ çiö Afe , è

verv deep r.;;":r11 and aueurlne 
"r rrr ;;" 

rlndlnss or
¡uouuuJ-;:;rïï rhore 1e a hlnt rn,i"r;'i;n ff.ïitr:aipprni T::ifftrnlunl"u,iu 

-."åi"r"utii.tJ;"t: 
;::" .:lî:the .å,"ï:""n;n"rn...mlddre ", ,nj'r"irJi: ,ï" 

', are .riii
the tt1".';i'rhe T;:'n'r edse 

-.t^ 
,1" oir"n- ;; ï:r, ";: ;;The Af.qt.^u_, ,4y¡¡s(, t1lll ,.furtho-pa* ;;.;"::f#;lïiïîj,; ru*her.";in 

,

the ,"o,1, jr"r,îj'* "unnoouuJ i|i#'n'i;:: could be 
'

"ï:r" iî r n ffr Jçl}iljrffi*ïrïr: r;i
,, ehed by further work.
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, The banir 6eems to have been largely dug, away on the
eouth elde (poeelbly to backflrr the dttch) and dLeturbed
by. ploughlng on the north .elde (LB, 16, tT): It le not
certaln whether any of thle repreeente undlei,,urbed bank
materlal" or is . dleturbed by cultivatlon,, but Layere 16
and L7 at l-eàst appear to be proughsoils ln r.¡Lrlch Rbman
pottery occurred. Although tb"e bank''e n"odtt. no longer
survivee lt le pogslble to infer that it wae substanttal
from the amount of addltl'onal solr' epread by ' plo'ughlng
overrylng the orlglnal phaee of cultlvatlon of the nátural
so 1l-

. Date: uncertaln elnce lt ls uncrear whether any of
'' the. deposlts of thls phaee represent undlsturbed i-u. sltu

bank matêrlal, lt l_e uncertaln whether Roman eherds from
ploughsoll at thelr baee lmply a post-Roman date for Grl¡ne
Dltch or merely Roman and later dleiurbance of 1t.
Excavation of eouth elde of bank (?to backfltl diich),
dlgglng of prt (Frz) and tevelllng by dumplng ofldark sotl
(Lg, 5, 6) contaLnlng domeetlc- rubbleh. Theee depoelte
may reflect exteneion of a,back garden acrosa the dltch
and up to å boundary along the remalne qf bank.,

- Date: Med'leva1, ..12th-1gth century, probably
a6soclated wlth Mgngewell medleval vlllage whlch wåB
deeerted about the time of the Black Death (mid 14th

' ..,.century ) . 
,,Ploughlng both sldee of the bank (L3, T/L and 7/z) reaving

ema1l unploughed baulk on rlne of preeent property
boundary

\ Date:. later medleval and,/or poet*medlevaL
creatlon . of path ('Ez\ ov.er former llne of dltch aird
plantatlon of. trlplo row of beech trees fncrudlng an
avenue for', the path, eouth of boundary along top of bank.'i:?contlnued cultlvation. of north slde of' bank. Thle
repreeents part of the landecape gardening aseoclated wtth

Phase 3.

Phaee 4.

Phaee. 5.

6
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Mongewell
Date:

IIouee
by L7g7 r probably mld to late 18th century,

,t

I
i
l
:
j

The most dlfflcult part of thle aequence to lnterpret, ls;Stage
2, the probable creatlon of Grlms Dltch ltself. Thls . ls becauee tt
waa nôt posslble to lnveetlgate the dltch fully, and becauee what

tmuet have been a large bank has cleeþly undergon.e substantlal
modiflcatlon, the extent of whlch le uncertaln becauee of the
dlfflputty of dlstlngulshlng. ln a .narrow tpench between l-ayers of
dleturbed sol1 repreaentlng materlal dumped . to make a bank, 'a'nd

further dlsturbance of euch materlal cause,d by ploughing. The
bvldence nevertheléss polnts very etrongl-y to the exlstence of a
very substantial ditch and bank

THE POTENTIAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAT ARCHEOTOGY

The eolls are malnly calcareoue ex.cept for the orlglnal topsoil
and lts derlvatlves whlch tend to be somewhat decaLcifled. Bone
preBervatlon ls good. Snal1. sheIle survlve ,ln the more calcareoue

i

eoils .and ln the dltch eedlmente. The fragmentatlon of snall she1ls
together wlth thelr ecologlcal lndlcatlone may be lmportant ln
lnterpretlng the orlgln and subeequenï dlsturbance of dumped bank
material. A eampLe from so1I whlch formed purt of, or wa6 derlved
from the preeumed banh of Grlme'Dltch (Phase 2) has a enall fauna
characterletlc of'dleturbed ground or arable. Although the Iarge
dttch . of .Phase 2 ': extende below the water-table there waa no,
lndlcatlon of organlc preservatlon ln the åugur hole.' Terreetrlal
enall fragmente were found ln lt. So11 mlcromorphoi.ogy would
elucldate the hlstory of land use, Charcoal flecks 1n Phase 1 .and
Phaee 3 depoelte'euggeet some potentlal for other charred plant
remaLne. ' .
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THE DENSITY AND POTENTIAL OF FINDS AND OTHER DATING EVIDENCE

The foLlowlng quantltlee of flnde were recovered:

54

46

1

1

24

b

1

pieces of prehletorlc. fllntwork.
lmplements; 1Z% utllized flakee ; 5B7o

burnt plêces. .
eherds of later prehletorlc pottery,
Age or lr.on Age.
eherde of Romano-Britleh pottery.

.pog6lb1e sherd of Saxon pottery.
sherds of fate Saxon pottery.
sherds o'f later t?l"}l^ century to
medlevaL pottery. ;

eherd 13th-14th centu'ry pottery.
eherd 17ttr century pottery

probably late Bronze

early l3th century

0f these B%

knapplng v¡ae te;
I

are
r2%

6

0

1

2

sherde of tlle.
nalÌe. :

plece of worked stone, probabfy poet-medleval'

The prehlstorlc fl-lntwork and pottery and the Roman pottery
malnly come from the Phaee 1 and 2 ploughsolls wlth a small amount

from . later deposlte. The denelty. of fl,lnte quggeete pre-Ii"on Ag.i
domeetlc actlvity. The medleval :potte¡V anq tile comes from Phaee 3
and 4 depoelte. The etratlgraphlc lnterpretatlon' le not
su'fflctently clear cut, for these to provlde clear'datlng evldence
for Grime Dt.tch on the basle of the'tr1al aggesament alone. It ie'
cloar hoç¡ever that sufflclent ar,tlfacter are preeent to aselst euch,

dàtlne, ,lf eubetantlally lärger areâa.weie uncovered. The medleval
i ' eufftclent he change frompottery ts eufflclent to provldo ovidence that t

Phasee 3 to 4, ' when lt appears th'at. a Uaàt garden may have 
' 

been

taken lnto arablo ftelde, üâV have happened 100 yearg or so bofore,

,the village at Mongewell |s recorded to have been ehrlnklng.
Oth'er methods of datlDB, uelng epeclal sclentlfic technlques

I
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may well a16o be vlable. The Large Phase 2 dltch contains fine
sedlments whlch måy be sultable for magnetlc, datlng, and smaII
quantltiee of charcoal- occur ln Bome of the earllest depostts and

could be used for radlocarbon datlng lf more concentrated patches

were i founci. The quantlty of prehlstorlc pottery and fllntwork ls
suf f tclent ,to suggest some domeetlc actlvity nearby f.or wh'lch more'

|¿I'
evidence might wefl be found ln a larger pxcavatlon. I' If BO, bones

mlsht'a1eo be . avallable for ALA datlng from the earllest phases.

THE IMPTICATIONS OF THB EVALUATION

: The . etratlgraphy revealed by the evaluatlon trench is more'

complex. than had been expected from the very low profile of the
etanding earthwork. The deposite elther. side of the bank are aleo
deeper than expected :

Startlng from the top dodn, the dlscovery of, the . path
aesoclated wlth the beech'åvenue showe that the beech plantatlon waa

not Juet a she,lter belt'or landscape feature, but an lntegral part
of the pleasure grounds of Mongewell Houeé. Other aspects of thle
survlve ln the hlgh bank (poselbly a ralsed walk or paraLlel raÍsed
and eunken ' watks?) alongelde the pav,ed pattr' runnlng nbrth .. from
Mongewell Houee. It should be noted that the'Rldgeway Path , rung
exactly paralleL to these ortglnal featuree,* although both etretchee
are now overgrown and thelr pr".iuu llnes are not followed. The

beech avenue has suffered from trees dylng' back and fall1ng', a

procesa whlch ie. clearly contlnuÍng. The 18th century Layout

,reepects pre-existlng featuree. The propoeed road cuts acroee
túese.

There le now evldence that the road llne'may also be very cloee
to, and poeelbly truncatlng ,the'edge of part of the .Mongewell

'deeerted vllLage. The extent of the vlllage hag never fully . been
eetabllehed, and hae ln the past boen aeeumed to be }argely ln the
a;:ea of Mongewell Houee. It now uu.tu posstbl.q that part of the

I
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'vlllage may be under the fleld lmmediately south of Grlms Qitch, and
north of the lake (orlglnally a mlllpond), Cloee to Grlme Dltch at
least, lt would Beem that ony the back gardene, of ,6ome vl)-Iage
housee may be affected, but there le etlll no dlrect evldence of
where the medlevali houeee qtood or how many of them mlght have
backed onto Grims Dltch. An tntact ball of s.oll uþrooted by a
fallen tree suggeets that elmltar stratjcraphy to that excavated

; exlets 1Bm. eaet of the trench wlthln the south . slde of the
plantatlon. 50m. weet and outslde'lt there le no obvloue medleval
materlal uprooted wlth 'other fallen beeches, but .thle, may be
rrleleadlng.

There Is evldence of a eubetantlal dltch and a large bank
subetantl'a1ly denuded by varloue epleodee of ploughlng.and .iuo by
deLlberate levelltne ln relatlon to the medleval back garden thought

,to be repreeented in Phase 3. There.le clear evldence that at thle
partlcul-ar polnt medleval lnterferencè has already, destroyed. the
relationship between the dltch and lts bank. fire plcture ls fu¡the.r
compllcated by the gequence of ploughsolls oir the north slde of 'the
bank, and by 'the earller fleld boundary apparentLy runnlng at a

;slightly obLlque angle to the lfne of Gr1ms Ditch. It is likely
however that these factors ¡.rj-11 vary along the relatively , long
etretch of ground affected by the prqpoeed road: . more ln eltu. bank
may be preserved where lt is not overlyfng the earller boundary aB

the two dlverge; and the degree of medleval dlsturbance may vary
conslderably Lf, as euepected, 1t 1e reflectlng actlvit:¿ at¡ the baek
of tndlvldual plote

The fleld boundary and ploueheoll representlng the flret
etratlgraphlc phaee ln the recorded sequence. ie of lnterest because
very few prehleto'rlc and Roman flelde and th'el; boundarlee in the
Thamee Valley have survlved Later agrl,cultural dlsturbance. In thi.e
'caFe lt le ltkely that a reagonable length of one boundary gurvlveg
and that croae-dlv.lslone betwoen fielde may aleo be repreeented,
wlthln the tength of. the åroa affected. '

r The propoeed road llne thue affecte the physl-cal remalne of¡-
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¡everal perlods of human actlvlty, tyo of 'whlch (trre constructlon of
,.',Grlme Dltch and the l8th century landscapingl t.re left viefUfe

.fea,tures 
ln the land6cape. Although reratlvely poorLy ' preeerved

here, Grlms Dltch rs a monument of Natl0nal ,rno"iun"", ;;;-ìa ls
9.rear that archaeotoelcart_y valuaÞJ_el rèmalns "irr, ;;;"r;;: Theother 

- 
elements 1n the sequence are of regl0nar or l0car lmportanceand add to the site's archaeoroglcar varué. 

-r.i'-, -"--,-'
If the . road does proceed on the lfne planned, åtr excavatlon

w111 certalnly bd regulred. rt would. not be necessary to excavate'totally the r.¡hole area wlthln the treee, but, lt Is clear that enoughptratigraphv and dat'Ing evldence eurvlvee ;" *.r"unt dufflctentlnvestigatlon to understand the sequence 
""ã o"**ti, flrmly. rt isèvident from the complexlty of the stratigraphy and the ¿"i,fnft* butrelatlvely thln scatter of pottery from the earller depo,sits, thatat leaet ln crltlcal areas extenelve excavation wll1 be requlred toachteve theee obJectlves. It may well be po66lble to deal 

-;;;; 
muchof the medieval etratlsraphv on the baels of eampllng. it wijr beneceBsary to fully excavate wlde etrlpe acrogs the futl width of theroad at sêveral polnts al-ong the stretch of Grlms Dltch affected toer6ure that the stratlsraphtc Bequence . 1s nron""r" 

-;;;;;;;ood,
Between such areas more selectlve excavatlon would be poesrule u*rufrom the bank tteetf, but the bank should ,; 

-;;"s1bte 
be fultyexcavated to ensure recovery of the best 

"r""arri"O materlal frombenea_th or wlthln rt. At present the evaluatlon hae lf u'ytr,r,.recaet 
loubt on the datlng of Grims Dltch rather than conflrmlng lt.' 

=

The field eouth-of the evaluatlon trench, especlaLl-y its north_west ..corner, together wlth the .fleld next to the river ehould .be
aeeeeeed before the route le flnally eettled, to eetabllsh whetherevidence of medlevaL and any posslble prehlstorrc eettlement iellkely to be affected.
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Mongewel I :
t¡JaI I ingf ord
No. OOO5) -

Two trenches were excåvåted, one trlose to the eastern edge of the
field (I), the other (iI) c:n the top of å pronounced scårp above the
narrow strip of 1ow-Iyinç floodplain next to the river.

The eastern trench (I) revealed å build-up of plouçhsoils up to
73cm deep (L2) overlying the very thin remnants of original soi I cc:ver
in places. No archeological features were detected.

The western trench ( I I ) on the slope above the scårp runninç
pårallel to the river similarly revealed a buiid-up of ploughwash (LZ)
which becarne thicker towards the river (up to O.85m thick). Part of the
pronounced scarp rnay thus be attributable to ploughwash.

Beneath LZ at the west end oT the trench was a silty loam layer'
greyish in colour and containing burnt fIint, animal bones and å fairly
sparse amount of flint tempered late Bronze Age pottery similar to that
from the opposite bank of the river, A neolithic leaf shaped arrowhead
and two flint biades are evidence of an earlier presence'

Layer 3 was rnore or less indistinguishable f rom the 'f i I i of a ditch
(F5) which terrninated within the trench and rar¡ at å very oblique anç1e
to its line. Beneath its fill to the east wås å sandy loam (LB) crver
¡nore orånge sandy subsoi I ( L9 ) overlying the gravel . To the west the
ditch cut a layer of yellow clay (L4) which becarne thicker towards the
river. It was devoid of f inds and rnåy represent al luviurn (which seerns
surprising at this height which is wel I above the level of the
floodplain of the present river) or durnped fluvial c1ay. It is not
derived from the natural subsoil since it overlay a very dark brswn
loarny natural soil horizon (L6) on the surf ace of the' gravel.

The evidence of prehistc¡ric occupation inc luding man-rnade -f eatures
(represented by Ditch 5) indicates the existence of a definite site.
The pottery suggests that it is conternporary with the irnportant I ate
Bronze Age settlement on the opposite bank of the river. The presence
of occupation rnaterial in å layer surviving beneath later ploughwash and
not obviously truncated severely by cultivationt suggests relatively
good preservåtion. The, present assessment whÍch was entirely
exploratory (there being no prior evidence of archaeoloçical features)
wås designed only to establish the presence or absence of archaeological
features. It was not possible to establish in more detail. the full
extent of the site, nor its relationship to the deposits on the
floodptain irnrnediately adjacent. The narrow band of floodplain on this
side of the river is lower lying than the west bank, and rnay represent a

buried river channel, which could be directly related to this site. l-he
potenti.al importance of the site is greatl'y enhanced by its probable
contemporanei.ty with the tate Bronze Age settlement on the island ncrw
buried in the opposite bank of the river here. Together the two could
represent an irnportant crossing-point of the river and/or à settlernent
connected with the control of river navigatíon and the exchanqe of
prestige goods. The present work has thus identified a prehistoric site
with clear potential whose extent, nature and quality of preservåtion
needs further evaluation in order that the archaeologicaJ. impact of this
part of the proposed road cån be asseEsed.
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