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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was commissidrgy Kier Construction Ltd
to undertake a programme of archaeological evanast West Lakes Academy,
Egremont (centred on NY 0100 1095), as a prereguisi the construction of a
replacement school.

The evaluation comprised the excavation of foual tfienches in order to determine
the presence, or absence, of below-ground remassceted with four potential

archaeological sites, which might be affected byppsed groundworks, connected
with the construction of the replacement schookskhsites, which were identified by
an earlier OA North desk-based assessment, includedieval burgage plots (Site
9); a late nineteenth-century public slaughterhd@t 19); a nineteenth-century, or
earlier, brewery (Site 20); and a late nineteemthtary auction mart (Site 21).

The evaluation indicated that within the areas awath no survivingin situ
archaeological remains were present. Furthermbeegvaluation suggested that any
early remains which may have been originally foundhe areas examined were
probably comprehensively destroyed immediately rprio the construction of
twentieth-century school buildings, which currerdlycupy the site.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.3
13.1

QRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

In response to a request from Kier Construction, I@aford Archaeology
North (OA North) submitted a project design to umalee a programme of
archaeological evaluation at West Lakes Academyeiagnt (centred on NY
0100 1095; Fig 1), as a prerequisite to the coostm of a replacement
school. The project desigrAgpendix ) was initially devised in February
2010, following consultation with the Cumbria Coypn€Council Historic

Environment Service (CCCHES), and following its eguance by Kier
Construction Ltd, OA North was commissioned to utadee the work, which
commenced in June 2010.

The evaluation followed an earlier archaeologicakldbased assessment
undertaken by OA North (OA North 2009), which idéat four potential
archaeological sites, that might be affected by toé¢ proposed demolition of
existing school buildings and the proposed constmof several new school
buildings. The aim of the evaluation was to, theref determine the extent
and survival of any potential below-ground remaassociated with these
sites.

STE LocCATION, GEOLOGY AND M ODERN L AND-USE

West Lakes Academy lies within the centre of Egreth@umbria (Fig 1), to

the west of Main Street. Egremont is a small histtown, probably founded

in the twelfth century, which lies within the WeSumbrian Coastal Plain, a
pastoral landscape that fringes the upland fellsthi® east (Countryside
Commission 1998, 25).

Topographically, the site of West Lakes Academ\sitsated on fairly flat
ground lying at approximately 50m above OrdnanceiDaThe solid geology
within the proposed development area, as charaeteby Ordnance Survey
geological mapping, consists of Bockram bedrock,ctvhis overlain by
superficial deposits of Devensian till and alluvium

In terms of the modern land-use, West Lakes Acadeamgprises an early

twentieth-century building, which was the origisahool and that now acts as
the school library, and several other buildings there constructed during the
1960s. The site of the Academy also contains asgoound, which is located

to the west of the school buildings.

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Introduction: the following section provides a summary accouhtthe
archaeological and historical background pertinémt the West Lakes
Academy development site.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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1.3.2

1.3.3

1.34

1.3.5

1.3.6

Prehistoric: there is no direct evidence for prehistoric aggiwithin the West
Lakes Academy site, or within its immediate enve&ohlowever, evidence
from the wider area suggests that Mesolithic (10:B®00 cal BC)
communities were active within the eastern Cumbuplands and also along
the coast, between Haverigg and St Bees, wherewhsy probably exploiting
both food and raw-material resources (Cherry ander@h 2002, 2-5;
Hodgkinsonret al 2000, 69).

Several funerary and ceremonial monuments form eemie of Neolithic
(3,500-2,200 cal BC) and Bronze Age (2,200-700B£2) activity within the
vicinity of Egremont. These include those at Blgk&aise and Studfold,
which may be early Bronze Age in date (Burl 20009)1 as well as
monuments that have now been destroyed at Egrelmaddheles, Lamplugh,
and Wilton (Waterhouse 1985, 34). A, now destroystne circle (HER
1198) was also located to the south-east of Egrenamal it is possible that
this may be the tumulus and circle of ten largenetoknown as ‘Ringing
Stones’ which was described by Hutchinson in 176@€¢ 2006, 4). In
addition, Ehenside Tarn, located approximately 4douth of Egremont, has
produced an abundance of Neolithic cultural matéHadgkinsonet al 2000,
71). Finds of Bronze Age stone tools have also lreeovered around the
Beckermet and Seascale areas, to the south of Bgtgop cit, 76, whilst,
further to the east, the remains of burial andreleee cairns indicate that the
uplands areas were also exploited during the Braxge (Quartermaine and
Leech forthcoming).

During the Iron Age it is possible that the areauad Egremont was utilised
by later prehistoric communities. Although no direxvidence for this is

presently available, possible Iron Age settlemanis field systems have been
identified across the Solway Plain to the northg aon the east within the

uplands of the Lake District (Bewely 1994; Quarteme and Leech

forthcoming).

Roman: the forts at Ravenglass, to the south, and at sbgreo the north, are
the closest Roman military sites to West Lakes &oayl (Shotter 1993, 44).
Although there are no Roman roads recorded runipgtgeen these two forts,
a road ran southwards from Papcastle to the RiientBear Egremonibid)
and may have continued as far as Ravenglass (Margar3, 395-6). A
Roman road is also thought to be located at St Hsts1Cross, south-east of
Egremont, possibly part of a road running from Tt to Blackbeck, and
on to Calder (HER 1210; HER 1255). A coin hoard Wasd at Braystones,
south of Egremont, near to the River Ehen, andsfiol Romano-British
pottery have been found at Eskmeals further soB&#l{ouse 1989, 61-3).
However, direct evidence for Roman activity witliigremont is confined to a
Roman coin of Antoninus Pius (AD 138-61), although exact location and
circumstances of this find are not known (HER 4620)

Medieval: there is no firm evidence for medieval activitythin Egremont
prior to the eleventh century. Indeed, the plac&ad&gremont first appears
during the Norman period, and this name may ddriv@ the Latinacri mons
or the Frenchaigre monf meaning ‘sharp—pointed hill. An alternative

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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1.3.7

1.3.8

1.3.9

derivative is ‘hill beside the [river] Ehen’, partilarly as the Latin for Ehen, in
theRegister of St Begeis Egre (Armstronget al 1971, cited in CCC 2006).

Historically, Cumberland did not come under Normare until 1092
(Newman 2006, 93), and the Barony of Egremont was af three estates
forming the Forest of Copeland, which was establissometime after 1120
(Todd 1995). The early history of Copeland is netady understood, but in
the first quarter of the twelfth century, Henrylaged William Meschin as the
overlord of Copeland (Fair 1937). William Meschiaouhded a chapel in
Egremont in 1122 and Egremont Castle 125 (CCC 2006).

A grant of land and privileges to a community ofrdmsses by Richard de
Lucy, the Lord of the Barony of Copelandarili200 indicates that the urban
settlement of Egremont had its origins in the tatelfth century (Winchester
1979). The grant details the agricultural rightghef burgesses, and the duties
they were to carry out in return. This grant alsentions the assize of dyers,
weavers and fulletsindicating that these industries were takingcpldy the
late twelfth/early thirteenth century. In 1267, Egpont received a royal
market charter; the market subsequently servingitha between Workington
and Ravenglassh(d). An early, possibly thirteenth-century, marketss was
also discovered in 1922, and now stands within dastle grounds (HER
4447). Winchester (1979) has located the core efniedieval settlement as
falling on Main Street and it is clear from earlyeteenth-century mapping
that the area on the western side of Main Stre&iclwextends into the
proposed development area, originally containedievedl burgage plots (Site
09; Fig 2). Accordingly, this area was targeted tine archaeological
evaluation (Trench 2; Fig 2).

The fourteenth century represents a period of evonand social instability
that was probably caused by several rebellionsfands in Cumbria, as well
as raids from Scotland (Winchester 1987). Theseledt were led by Robert
the Bruce in the first half of the fourteenth cegt(Rollinson 1996, 50) and
included assault on Egremont Castle in 1315 (Tufrdnd Walsh 1994, 79).
In addition, outbreaks of the plague also devadtatst areas during this
period (Rollinson 1996, 50).

1.3.10 It is known that during the early part of the faemth century, John de Multon

held the Barony of Egremont from 1322 until histtieda 1334. The area was
then divided between his three sisters, and thés resam the burgesses in
Egremont were also divided by three (Wincheste©).97

1.3.11 A survey carried out in Egremont in 1334 allows fbem of the medieval

settlement to be reconstructed to some degree @uri®13; Winchester
1979). Significantly, this survey recorded: thetlegsa dovecot; the park
below the castle; fisheries; 194 acres of demeand land 47.5 acres of
demesne meadow. Also listed were: 138 burgage;pdotsumber of waste
places, including eight unbuilt burgage plots; tmdls, one for fulling and
one for corn; and two smithietbid). An annual fair was held as well as the
weekly market, whilst the town’s industries seenin&we been predominantly
associated with the processing of local animal petgl(Winchester 1979).

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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1.3.12 From the fifteenth century, a series of truces ghbuelative stability to the
area, and by 1578, two-thirds of Egremont had ph&s¢he Percy family, the
Earls of Northumberland (Liddell 1966). The Perayn&y of the Copeland
Forest was ordered by the then Earl of Northumbdrlia 1578 ipid). The
survey recorded 101 burgage plots in Egremontppssed to 138 recorded in
the 1330s. This, plus the description of the castl&578 as ‘almost ruined’,
suggests that there was a decline in the town legtwiee latter part of the
fourteenth and sixteenth centuries (Curwen 1913).

1.3.13 Post-Medieval: during the seventeenth century Egremont and thewding
areas were partially engaged in the productionirnl, wool, and leather
goods, some of which were sent to Whitehaven fqo#exto the American
markets (Collier 1991, 26-7). By the nineteenthtegna number of industrial
sites associated with these industries were therédocated within, or close to,
the town. These included seven water mills on #reb of the River Ehen and
several tanneries (Winchester 1979).

1.3.14 In addition to these industries, haematite miniagame an important industry
within Egremont from the eighteenth century onwardsncaster and
Wattleworth 1977). This led to the establishmentsefieral mines within
Egremont during the eighteenth and nineteenth destuwhich included the
late nineteenth-century Falcon Pit mine locatechiwithe grounds of West
Lakes Academy. This mine was worked by the Wyndidiming Company
and was served by the Gillfoot Branch Railway, whionnected the pit with
the main line railway line running to Whitehaven
(http://www.dmm.org.uk/lom/1914 206. htm). Howevaithough this mine
lies within the grounds of West Lakes Academy itswmt targeted by the
archaeological evaluation due to Health and Safetgerns.

1.3.15 Other significant nineteenth-century sites locatetthin the grounds of West
Lakes Academy are plotted on nineteenth-centurypingp The earliest of
these sites formed part of a brewery, and was arsqoutbuilding, which is
first depicted on the 1842 tithe map as fallinghiita plot of land termed
‘Brewery Croft’. The site of this building (Site 18ig 2) was targeted by the
evaluation (Trench 1; Fig 2). In contrast, the rgmmg nineteenth-century
sites located within the development area datehw latter part of the
nineteenth century. These include two adjacentdimgk (Site 19; Fig 2)
which are denoted on the 1899 Ordnance Survey raapublic Slaughter
Houses’, and a square building to the east (Sité-@12), which is denoted as
‘Auction Mart’ on this map. Both of these sites wetargeted by the
archaeological evaluation (Trenches 3 and 4; Fig 2)

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

2.2
221

222

INTRODUCTION

The fieldwork programme comprised the excavation fadir evaluation
trenches (Fig 2; Trenches 1-4), the precise pasitgpand size of which were
determined following consultation with CCCHES innduand July 2010.
These trenches were between 8m and 10m long, &bdthland 2m wide, and
were excavated over four potential archaeologitas swhich were identified
during an earlier OA North desk-based assessmehtNarth 2009; Sites 9,
19, 20 and 21). The sites included: medieval buggagts (Site 9), extending
into the school grounds from the medieval settleénoemtred on Main Street
to the east; a late nineteenth-century public $ierbouse (Site 19); a
nineteenth-century, or earlier, brewery (Site 20\l a late nineteenth century
auction mart (Site 21).

The evaluation trenching was undertaken as tworagpanobilisations. The
first mobilisation was completed between tiieahd 3 June 2010 when the
area of the former medieval burgage plots (Sit@dr@énch 2) was examined,
which would be potentially impacted on by the camsion of a proposed
drainage run. During this initial mobilisation tsée of a nineteenth-century
brewery (Site 20; Trench 1) was also examined,has would partially lie
beneath the footprint of a proposed building, anoul also be partially
impacted on by the routes of several proposed &Esvi The second
mobilisation was undertaken between th& aad 21 July 2010. During this
latter mobilisation the sites of a late nineteecghtury auction mart (Site 21,
Trench 3) and slaughterhouse (Site 19; Trench 4§ wgamined, as both of
these sites would be potentially impacted on dutiegproposed demolition of
pre-existing school buildings as part of the rettgwaent of the school.

All archaeological work undertaken was consisteith Whe relevant standards
and procedures provided by the Institute of Fietdhaeologists (IFA).

EVALUATION TRENCHING

In all trenches, the modern surface and overbuweisimechanically removed
and any modern services exposed by the trenchimg ve¢ained. Following
mechanical stripping, the trenches were then mandiganed and excavated.

All information was recorded stratigraphically withaccompanying
documentation (plans, sections and both coloue glitd black-and-white print
photographs, both of individual contexts and oves#é shots from standard
view points). Photography was undertaken with 35cameras on archivable
black-and-white print film, and all frames includadsisible, graduated metric
scale. In addition, digital photography was emptbtyferoughout the course of
the fieldwork, and a selection of these photogralpénge been incorporated
into this report for illustrative purposes.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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2.2.3 The locations of the trenches and heights abovew@i surveyed using a
differential GPS, and all field drawings were draatran appropriate scale.

2.3 ARCHIVE

2.3.1 A full professional archive has been compileéccordance with the project
design, and in accordance with the current IFA dfmaglish Heritage
guidelines (English Heritage 1991). The paper amgitad archive will be
deposited with the County Record Office and a copyhis report has also
been submitted to the Cumbria County Council HistBnvironment Record.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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3. EVALUATION RESULTS

3.1
3.1.1

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

INTRODUCTION

In total, four evaluation trenches were excavatduch targeted four potential
archaeological sites, which might be impacted onindu groundworks

associated with the construction of the replacemehool (Fig 2; Sites 9, 19,
20, and 21). This section presents a summary ataauthe features and
deposits uncovered by the evaluation trenches.sAdf all archaeological
contexts can be found Appendix 2

TRENCH 1

Trench 1 was orientated east/west and was positiaver the site of the
outbuilding (Site 20) associated with the ninethesgntury, or earlier,
brewery (Fig 2). The trench measured 10m in lemagith was 1.65m wide, and
was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.75m.

Initially, the excavation of Trench 1 entailed ttemoval of a 0.45m thick
layer of turf and topsoil100). This, in turn, sealed a 0.50m thick layer of
stone and brick rubblel@1), which may have included building material
derived from the former brewery. Underlying thidlle layer, a deposit of
water-sorted gravelslQ2) was encountered, the natural origin of which was
confirmed through the excavation of a 0.8m deepdage into this deposit
(Plate 1).

Plate 1: Trench 1 following the exposure of natugedvel (L02) and a modern concrete stanchion

(foreground)

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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3.2.3

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

3.4
34.1

The only below-ground feature encountered in Tredchvas a modern
concrete stanchion (Plate 1) and, apart from thisdem feature, no
archaeological features or structures were locatétiin this evaluation
trench.

TRENCH 2

Trench 2 was orientated north-west/south-east aasl positioned along a
proposed drainage run, forming part of the replaa@mschool, which
traversed an area that formerly contained medievedage plots (Fig 2; Site
9). The trench measured 10m in length and was it and during its
excavation initially a 0.35m thick layer of tarmaad stone chippings was
removed, which sealed three layers of hardc@®, (201, and203). Beneath
the hardcore, a glacial clay tiRg3) was encountered, into which a 0.6m deep
sondage was excavated in order to confirm its aatrigin (Plate 2).

.v l‘"

Plate 2: The northern end of Trench 2 following éxposure of the natural glacial clay till
(203)

The only below-ground feature identified was a nradelectricity cable,
located in the north-western half of the trench] an deposits or features of
archaeological significance were located in theath.

TRENCH 3

Trench 3 was orientated north-east/south-west argeted the site of a late
nineteenth-century auction mart (Fig 2: Site 21)e Trench measured 8 x 2m,
was excavated to an average depth of 0.4m, andpes$ioned across a
walled area located within the school playground.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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3.4.2

3.5
351

3.5.2

During excavation of the trench, a modern tarmatasa @00) was initially
removed and immediately below this a second modarface was present,
composed of brick setts3¢1). Beneath the brick-sett surface was a 0.16m
thick deposit of made groun®Q2), which contained a high frequency of
stone. This deposit sealed the natural superfigalogy, which in this area of
the site comprised glacial tilBQ3) (Plate 3). This natural deposit was also
truncated, close to the north-eastern and souttewesnds of the trench, by
two modern ceramic drains. However, no remainshef duction mart (Site
21), nor any other remains of archaeological sigaifce, were present within
this evaluation trench.

[

Plate 3: The north-eastern end of Trench 3 follaptime exposure of the natural glacial till
(303) and a modern ceramic drain (foreground)

TRENCH 4

Trench 4 was excavated over the site of a late temeh-century
slaughterhouse (Site 19). The trench was orientaast/west and was
positioned across a tarmac path and also over tassgd areas found either
side of this path (Fig 2). The trench measured 1(8Br, and was excavated to
a depth of 0.9m.

Following the excavation of the turf and tarmadace @00), and the removal
of a layer of concrete paving slabs, found immedyabelow the tarmac path,
a 0.3m thick layer of rubble4Ql) was encountered. This layer mainly
comprised roughly hewn red sandstone blocks, widmes roofing slate,
though towards the western end of the trench a surabcurved sandstone
blocks were observed (Plate 4). The characterisfd@posit suggests that it

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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constituted material that was possibly derived ftbmn late nineteenth-century
slaughterhouse.

Plate 4: Curved sandstone blocks recovered frormdiret

3.5.3 Beneath the layer of rubble 8.4m thick layer of silty clay subsod@2) was
identified, which sealed the natural glacial #08), and at the western end of
the trench this glacial till was truncated by twodearn drains (Plate 5). These
drains formed the onlin situ below-ground features found within the trench,
and no significant archaeological remains or stmas were identified.

Plate 5: Trench 4 following excavation. Looking tves

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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4. DISCUSSION

4.1

4.2

4.3

The archaeological evaluation completed at Westekalkcademy was
undertaken across an area, which has been the fochsiman activity from
the medieval period onwards (OA North 2009). Pa#éntsites of
archaeological significance, which might be affdctby the proposed
rebuilding of the school, included medieval burgagets (Site 9); a late
nineteenth-century public slaughter house (Site a9)ineteenth-century, or
earlier, brewery (Site 20); and a late nineteewtitury auction mart (Site 21).
Accordingly, the purpose of the evaluation was ¢bednine the presence or
absence of any below-ground remains associatedtete sites.

The evaluation trenches clearly indicated thathmithe areas examined the
only in situ below-ground features discovered all appeareeélaie to modern
services, associated with the twentieth-centuryosktibuildings presently
found at the site. Indeed, the only potential enadeof pre-twentieth-century
activity included building materials discoveredwb of the sites (Sites 19 and
20), possibly derived from nineteenth-century, adier, buildings, which had
been incorporated intentionally or serendipitoushyo twentieth-century
levelling deposits.

It, therefore, appears that prior to the constactf the twentieth-century
school buildings, the below-ground remains assediatith all of the potential
archaeological sites were comprehensively destroged that this episode of
destruction probably entailed substantial redustida the pre-twentieth-
century ground surface in the areas investigated.

For the use of Kier Construction Ltd © OA North: August 2010
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

11
111

1.1.2

1.2
1.2.1

1.2.2

2.1

2.2

2.3

INTRODUCTION

FROJECT BACKGROUND

Kier Construction (hereafter the ‘client’) has regted that Oxford Archaeology North (OA
North) undertake an archaeological investigationthe site of the proposed West Lakes
Academy (former Wyndham School), Egremont, Cumfréntred NGR NY 0095 1095). A
desk-based assessment previously undertaken alieihe@ @roposed redevelopment (OA
North 2009) identified a potential for archaeol@jicemains to survive below ground.
Consequently, a brief was issued by Cumbria Coudbyncil’'s Historic Environment
Service (CCCHES) for a programme of targeted triahching investigating six gazetteer
sites from the desk-based assessment; Site 9,daipats extending into the school grounds
from the medieval settlement centred on Main $tieeéhe east; Site 16, branch railway and
buildings associated with Falcon Pit; Site 18, lesuseen on the tithe map that may possibly
relate to the medieval settlement, Site 19, lateteienth century public slaughter house; Site
20, nineteenth century or earlier brewery; and 3fte late nineteenth century auction mart
(ibid).

However, following consultation with the client a@CCHES, a revised programme of trial
trenching will be undertaken targeting only fourtbé sites; 9, 19, 20 and 21. Site 16 has
been excluded for health and safety reasons fatigwhe recent backfilling and grouting of
the mine shaft after its collapse, situated witkine centre of Site 16, and Site 18 is
immediately outwith the development boundary.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH

Oxford Archaeology North has considerable expegené sites of all periods, having
undertaken a great number of small and large gualgects throughout Northern England
during the past 30 years. Evaluations, assessmeatshing briefs and excavations have
taken place within the planning process, to fulfié requirements of clients and planning
authorities, to very rigorous timetables.

OA North has the professional expertise and ressuto undertake the project detailed
below to a high level of quality and efficiency. QMorth is an Institute for Archaeologists
(IfA) registered organisation, registration numidatr, and all its members of staff operate
subject to the IfACode of Condud2009).

OBJECTIVES

This initial phase of the archaeological ingeion aims to evaluate the potential for
surviving below-ground archaeological deposits, adermine their extent, nature and
significance of any remains that may be threatdmedhe proposed development. To this
end, the following programme has been designedduigle a programme of archaeological
evaluation. The results will provide information @&s the impact of the proposed
development on any archaeological remains uncovaret the need for any subsequent
mitigation strategy. The stages to achieve theds are as follows:

Archaeological Evaluation: to implement a programme of trial trenching foutes of
archaeological potential (Sites 9, 19, 20, andv@tl)in the proposed development area. This
is likely to be undertaken over two separate mséiions; Sites 9 and 20 during the summer
half-term holidays 2010 (81May to 4" June), and Sites 19 and 21 during the school's
summer break 2010.

Report and Archive: a report will be produced for the client within kignveeks following

completion, unless a report submission deadlinagieed with the client at the time of
commission. An archive will be produced to Engli$éritage guidelines (MAP 2 (1991)).

HEALTH AND SAFETY
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

41.4

Risk Assessment: OA North provides a Health and Safety Statementalbmprojects and
maintains a Unit Safety policy. All site procedua® in accordance with the guidance set
out in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by$kending Conference of Archaeological
Unit Managers (1997). A written risk assessment bél undertaken in advance of project
commencement and copies will be made availableequast to all interested parties.

Services and other congtraints: full regard will, of course, be given to all coratits
(services etc.) during the evaluation as well aslitddealth and Safety considerations. As a
matter of course the field team will use a Cableiflance Tool (CAT) and Genny prior to
any excavation to test for services. However, fhigiot foolproof and any information
regarding the location of known services within ttl&nt's possession should be made
known to the OA North project manager prior to caemeement of the site work in order to
minimise risk and disruption.

Contamination: any information of known contamination issues oy apecific health and
safety requirements on site should be made avail@bDA North by the client to ensure all
procedures can be met, and that the risk is deit appropriately. Should any presently
unknown contamination be discovered during excawmatit may be necessary to halt the
works and reassess the risk assessment. If ittisssary to cause any delay to on-site work,
and supply additional PPE or other contaminatiosidance equipment this will be costed as
a variation.

Staff issues: all project staff will be CSCS qualified, proof which can be provided in the
form of CSCS cards.

A portable toilet with hand washing facilities witle provided for each mobilisation and
located on or adjacent to the site, unless thentcheould prefer to arrange alternative
facilities.

Fencing/hoarding requirements: it is understood that heras-style fencing will frevided
by the client during the trenching fieldwork.

METHOD STATEMENT
TRIAL TRENCHING

The programme of trial trenching will establish f@sence or absence of any previously
unsuspected archaeological deposits and, if estedulj will then test their date, nature, depth
and quality of preservation. In this way, it willeguately sample the threatened available
area.

Trenches. the evaluation is required to examine Sites 9,209,and 21 (see attached plan).
This equates to 4 trenches measuring 10m, and spmtely 1.7m (the width being
equivalent to a typical excavator bucket). Duringavation of the trenches there may be
areas inappropriate for evaluation and hence madycee the overall area of evaluation
trenching.

The following proposal assumes the site is freelodtruction. Should excavation of the
trenches be inhibited by such, this will be chargedn agreed variation to the contract.

Methodology: the topsoil will be removed by machine (fitted hwia toothless ditching
bucket) under archaeological supervision to théaserof the first significant archaeological
deposit. This deposit will be cleaned by hand, gisither hoes, shovel scraping, and/or
trowels depending on the subsoil conditions, amspeaated for archaeological features. All
features of archaeological interest must be ingattd and recorded unless otherwise agreed
by CCCHES.
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4.1.5

4.1.6

4.1.7

4.1.8

419

4.1.10

41.11

4112

In normal circumstances the trenches would not keavwated deeper thao 1.2m to
accommodate health and safety constraints, or ifese deposits are soft or unstable.
However, should significant archaeological deposésdiscovered requiring evaluation at a
depth beyond 1.2m the trench sides will be steppédaccordingly. If there is a knock-on
affect to the work timetable as a result, this vi#l costed as a day-rate, provided as a
contingency.

Any impeding rubble/concrete surfaces will need e removed prior to trenching.
Therefore, any concrete surfaces that require brga&ut will be carried out under OA
North supervision, using a breaking arm mountedh@enmechanical excavator. As with the
depths of excavation, any affect on the work tirbkteas a result, will be costed as a day-
rate, provided as a contingency.

All trenches will be excavated in a stratigraphicanner, whether by machine or by hand.
Trenches will be located by use of GPS equipmerithvis accurate to +/- 0.25m, altitude
information will be established with respect to @mdce Survey Datum.

Any investigation of intact archaeological depositf be exclusively manual. Selected pits
and postholes will normally only be half-sectionkdear features will be subject to no more
than a 10% sample, and extensive layers will, wipargsible, be sampled by partial rather
than complete removal. It is hoped that in termsthaf vertical stratigraphy, maximum
information retrieval will be achieved through tlseamination of sections of cut features. All
excavation, whether by machine or by hand, willumelertaken with a view to avoiding
damage to any archaeological features, which appedhy of preservatiom situ.

All information identified in the course of the esitvorks will be recorded stratigraphically,
using a system, adapted from that used by CentreAfohaeology Service of English
Heritage, with sufficient pictorial record (plansections, and monochrome contacts) to
identify and illustrate individual features. Primaecords will be available for inspection at
all times.

Results of all field investigations will be recodden pro forma context sheets. The site
archive will include both a photographic record aedurate large scale plans and sections at
an appropriate scale (1:50, 1:20 and 1:10). Akfadts and ecofacts will be recorded using
the same system, and will be handled and storedrdiog to standard practice (following
current Institute of Field Archaeologists guideip@ order to minimise deterioration.

Environmental Sampling: environmental samples (bulk samples of 40 litrelsiwve, to be
sub-sampled at a later stage) will be collectednfsiratified undisturbed deposits and will
particularly target negative features (gullies,spdnd ditches). An assessment of the
environmental potential of the site will be undkea through the examination of suitable
deposits by the in-house palaeoecological spetialiho will examine the potential for
further analysis. The assessment would include pollen analysis and the retrieval of
charred plant macrofossils and land molluscs frammeér dry-land palaeosols and cut
features. In addition, the samples would be asddsseplant macrofossils, insect, molluscs
and pollen from waterlogged deposits. The coststtier palaeoecological assessment are
defined as a contingency and will only be called iffect if good deposits are identified.

Advice will also be sought as to whether a soil nmigorphological study or any other
analytical techniques will enhance the understapdifi the site formation processes,
including the amount of truncation to buried defmand the preservation of deposits within
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4.1.13

41.14

4.1.15

4.1.16

4.2

42.1

422

4.2.3

4.2.4

negative features. Should this be required thescfist analysis have been provided as a
contingency.

Faunal remains: if there is found to be the potential for discaovef bones of fish and small
mammals a sieving programme will be carried outesehwill be assessed as appropriate by
OA north’s specialist in faunal remains, and subjer the results, there may be a
requirement for more detailed analysis. A contirigehas been included for the assessment
of such faunal remains for analysis.

Human Remains. any human remains uncovered will be leftsitu, covered and protected.
No further investigation will continue beyond tlmatjuired to establish the date and character
of the burial. CCCHES and the local Coroner will iheormed immediately. If removal is
essential the exhumation of any funerary remaitisreguire the provision of a Home Office
license, under section 25 of the Burial Act of 188n application will be made by OA
North for the study area on discovery of any swhains and the removal will be carried out
with due care and sensitivity under the environmlengalth regulations. Any delays caused
by unforeseen and complex excavation of inhumatimayg be subject to a variation to the
cost of the contract and will be agreed with thertl

Contingency plan: a contingency costing may also be employed for emskelays caused by
prolonged periods of bad weather, vandalism, dispowf unforeseen complex deposits
and/or artefacts which require specialist remowele of shoring to excavate important
features close to the excavation sections etc. hhis been included in the Costings
document and would be in agreement with the client.

The evaluation will provide a predictive model ofgving archaeological remains detailing
zones of relative importance against known devekagnproposals. In this way, an impact
assessment will also be provided.

FINDS

All finds recovered during the evaluation investiga will be exposed, lifted, cleaned,
conserved, marked, bagged and boxed in accordaiticghg United Kingdom Institute for
Conservation (UKIC)rirst Aid For Finds 1998 (new edition) and the recipient museum's
guidelines.

Finds recovery and sampling programmes will bedooadance with best practice (current
IFA guidelines) and subject to expert advice. OA biwse contact with Ancient Monuments
Laboratory staff at the Universities of Durham afwtk and, in addition, employs in-house

artefact and palaeoecology specialists, with camalle expertise in the investigation,
excavation, and finds management of sites of albgde and types, who are readily available
for consultation. Finds storage during fieldworldaamy site archive preparation will follow

professional guidelines (UKIC). Emergency accessdnservation facilities is maintained

by OA North with the Department of Archaeology, theiversity of Durham.

Neither artefacts nor ecofacts will be collectecstegnatically during the mechanical
excavation of the topsoil unless significant defspdor example clay pipe waster dumps, are
encountered. In such an eventuality, material bellsampled in such a manner as to provide
data to enhance present knowledge of the produetiehdating of such artefacts, although
any ensuing studies will not be regarded as a negnent in any post-excavation analysis
of the site. Other finds recovered during the reah@¥ overburden will be retained only if of
significance to the dating and/or interpretatiorthad site. It is not anticipated that ecofacts
(eg unmodified animal bone) will be collected dgrthis procedure.

Otherwise artefacts and ecofacts will be collecéed handled as per specification. All
material will be collected and identified by steatiphic unit during the evaluation trenching
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4.2.5

4.2.6

4.2.7

4.2.8

4.3

43.1

4.3.2

process. Finds will be processed and administereegalar intervals (on a daily basis) and
removed from the site.

Any waterlogged finds will be treated as appropgridin the case of large deposits of
waterlogged environmental material (eg unmodifiembd), advice will be sought with the
OA North consultant with regard to an appropriategling strategy.

Where possible, spot dates will be obtained onepptand other finds recovered from the
site. Artefacts will be examined and commented upp©®A North in-house specialists.

All identified finds and artefacts will be retainedlthough certain classes of building
material can sometimes be discarded after recoiifliag appropriate sample is retained on
advice from the recipient museum’s archive curator.

Any gold and silver artefacts recovered duringdbarse of the excavation will be removed
to a safe place and reported to the local Corooeording to the procedures relating to the
Treasure Act, 1996. Where removal cannot take pladhe same working day as discovery,
suitable security will be employed to protect thnel$ from theft.

REPORT

Interim statement: following the completion of the evaluation of Sit®@ and 20 an interim
statement will be issued to the client and CCCHERiform of the findings in order that any
mitigation requirements can be met.

Final report: once the second phase of trenching has been cmama Sites 19 and 20, and
within approximately eight weeks, a final reporilvbie issued for both phases of trenching.
One bound copy of a written synthetic report wil submitted to the client, together with a
copy on CD, and three copies to the Cumbria HER. fEjport will include;

. a site location plan related to the national grid

. a front cover to include the planning applicatiommiber, where relevant, and the
NGR

. a concise, non-technical summary of the results

. the circumstances of the project and the dateshochwhe fieldwork was undertaken

. description of the methodology, including the sesrconsulted

. a summary of the historical background of the staicha

. appropriate plans showing the location and posiibieatures or sites located

. a statement, where appropriate, of the archaeabgieplications of the proposed

development

. photographs as appropriate
. a copy of this project design, and indicationsrof agreed departure from that design
. the report will also include a complete bibliograpdf sources from which data has

been derived, and a list of any further sourcestified but not consulted

. an index to the project archive
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4.3.3

4.4

441

5.1

51.1

5.2

521

5.3

53.1

5.4

5.3.2

5.5

55.1

5.5.2

Confidentiality: all internal reports to the client are designedlasuments for the specific
use of the client, for the particular purpose andd in the project brief and project design,
and should be treated as such. They are not seitabpublication as academic documents or
otherwise without amendment or revision.

ARCHIVE

The results of all archaeological work carried wiit form the basis for a full archive to
professional standards, in accordance with Apperdlinf the current English Heritage
guidelines Management of Archaeological Projecgnd edition, 1991). This archive will be
provided in the English Heritage Centre for Arclagyg format and a synthesis will be
submitted to the HER (the index to the archive amapy of the report). OA North practice is
to deposit the original record archive of projeggaper, magnetic and plastic media) with the
County Record Office, Whitehaven, and the mateaethive will be submitted to an
appropriate museum.

OTHER MATTERS
ACCESS

Liaison for basic site access will be undertakenufgh the client, and that the work is likely
to be scheduled within the Easter and Summer sdmlalays. It is understood that there
will be access for both pedestrian and plant tdffithe site.

REINSTATEMENT

The ground will be backfilled so that the topsaillaid on the top, and the ground will be
roughly graded with the machine. Should there begairement by the client, other than that
stated, this will involve recosting.

INSURANCE

OA North has a professional indemnity cover to lmeaf £2,000,000; proof of which can be
supplied as required.

PROJECT M ONITORING

Whilst the work is undertaken for the client, theu@ty Archaeologist or representative will
be kept fully informed of the work and its results, behalf of the local planning authority,
and will be notified a week in advance of the comomnent of the fieldwork. Any proposed
changes to the project design will be agreed WitCEES in consultation with the client.

WORK TIMETABLE

Evaluation Trenching: it is anticipated thatwo to three days will be required for each phase
of trenching;

«  Phase 1, Sites 9-20 — school’s summer half-termko@f* May to 4" June) 2010,

. Phase 2, Sites 19-21 - school’'s summer break 2010.

Report and Archive: the report and archive will be produced followithg completion of all
the fieldwork. The final report will be availableithin eight weeks of completion of the

fieldwork, subject to any outstanding specialisegorts, and the archive deposited within six
months.
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5.5.3 OA North would require a formal written agresrnat least one week before commencement
in order to notify CCCHES and schedule the worklasve.

55 STAFFING

5.5.1 The project will be under the direct managemeriRichard Gregory BA (Hons) PhD (OA
North Senior Project Manager) to whom all corregfamte should be addressed.

5.5.2 The evaluation will be supervised by either an OArtN project officer or supervisor
experienced in this type of project, with an assistDue to scheduling requirements it is not
possible to provide these details at the presene.tiAll OA North project officers and
supervisors are experienced field archaeologigtalda of carrying out projects of all sizes.

5.5.3 Assessment of the finds from the evaluation will lbelertaken under the auspices of OA
North's in-house finds speciali€€hristine Howard-Davis (OA North finds manager).
Christine has extensive knowledge of finds from ynaeriods in the North West.

5.5.4 Assessment of any palaeoenvironmental sampledwilindertaken by or under the auspices
of Elizabeth Huckerby MSc (OA North project officer). Elizabeth has extergssknowledge
of the palaeoecology of the North West through Wwerk on the English Heritage-funded
North West Wetlands Survey.
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APPENDIX 2: LIST OF CONTEXTS

ContextTrial Trench Depth (m)| Category Description

No No

100 1 0.45 Layer | Topsoil A ligh yellowish brown fine sansit

101 1 0.50 Layer | Rubble layer. Fragmented brick and storeed
with a dark grey sandy silt sediment

102 1 Min 0.80 Layer | River gravels. A fine to coarse sarsily, with
abundant small to medium sized sub-round
(water worn) stone

103 1 Min 0.33 | Structure Concrete stanchion.1.39 by In0§4e.

200 2 0.03 Layer | Tarmac of tennis courts

201 2 0.12 Layer | Stone chippings of tennis courts

202 2 0.20 Layer | Gravel hardcore of tennis courts

203 2 0.60 Layer | Glacial till. A mid-orangey red coarsadalay.

300 3 0.06 Layer | Tarmac

301 3 0.08 Layer | Modern brick setts

303 3 - Layer | Glacial till

400 4 0.12 Layer | Tarmac/turf

401 4 0.30 Layer | Rubble deposit

402 4 0.40 Layer | Silty

403 4 - Layer | Glacial till
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ILLUSTRATIONS

L1ST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Site location

Figure 2: Trench location plan
LIST OF PLATES

Plate 1: Trench 1 following the exposure of natgraivel (02) and a modern
concrete stanchion (foreground)

Plate 2: The northern end of Trench 2 following éixeosure of the natural glacial
clay till (203)

Plate 3: The north-eastern end of Trench 3 follgwitre exposure of the natural
glacial till (303) and a modern ceramic drain (foreground)

Plate 4: Curved sandstone blocks recovered fromchréd

Plate 5: Trench 4 following excavation. Looking wes
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