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SUMMARY

On the 26th of January 2009, Oxford Archaeology X©&rried out a
field evaluation on land adjacent to the SchedeEthument (SM no.830)
known as “Cross Ridge Dyke” (NGR: ST 984 266) olnalifeof of Scottish
and Southern Energy Power Distribution (SSEPD). Tehaluation
revealed the continuation of the ditch and the piib eroded bases of its
associated banks in an area previously thought éouhdisturbed. No
dating evidence for its possible construction ockidling was recovered.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scopeof work

111

112

On the 26th January 2009 OA carried out a fieldl#ation across a Scheduled
Monument (SM 830) known as “Cross Ridge Dyke” onxBury Hill near the village
of Fovant, Wiltshire (NGR: ST 984 266) on behalfSyfottish and Southern Energy
Power Distribution (SSEPD). This is in respectled proposed burial of a new High
Voltage Underground cable between Hommington aritbiie Wiltshire.

Discussions between SSEPD and Wiltshire County €ibhad resulted in a scheme
to excavate and record a single trench acrosstashia the monument, outside the
scheduled boundary, and to carry out watching lghiging open cut trenching to the
immediate north and south of the trench. SSEPD desiomed Oxford Archaeology

to undertake the archaeological requirements asligeussions with Helena Cave-
Penney at Wiltshire County Council, and Englishitdgle where appropriate.

1.2 Location, geology and topography

121

Buxbury Hill is located approximately 13 km westtbe city of Salisbury (Fig. 1).
Cross Ridge Dyke is situated on open pasture oedige of a bluff over 90 m high
overlying the village of Fovant. The Dyke runs rblygeast-west at right angles to
the edge of the bluff, which slopes gently downdois the edge of the escarpment
before steadily increasing in pitch. The underlyiggology is Upper Chalk
(Geological Survey of Great Britain, sheet no 298).

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 Cross Ridge Dyke is part of a Scheduled Monumelst 830) which is comprised of

approximately 160 m of segmented double bank ateth dlorming a rough semicircle
enclosing the neck of the promontory between Suffonvn and Swallowcliffe
Down. A long barrow is located 270 m to the souttstvand a tumulus 350 m to the
north-east of the proposed excavation. Previouksvoy P.S. Fowler have recovered
fragments of both Romano-British and Iron Age pott@ the ditch silts elsewhere
on the monument. It has been suggested that dits tiouble banks enclosing a
single ditch it represents a territorial boundaather than being part of a hillfort’'s
defences.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. February 2009 1
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2 EVALUATIONAIMS

2.1.1 To establish the presence or absence, extent,enatd date of any archaeological
remains within the proposed development area.

2.1.2 Where remains are of sufficient importance, teskaivith the planning archaeologist
to formulate a strategy designed to determine &t tmethod for mitigation.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the investigation.
3 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

3.1 Scope of fieldwork

3.1.1 The evaluation consisted of one trench measuringm26ng by 1.5 m wide (Fig. 2)
located 8 m east of the visible end of the ditcti banks forming Cross Ridge Dyke.
After excavating the evaluation trench, additiomahching measuring 15 m long and
0.6 m wide was excavated down to natural at eadhoéthe trench along the route
of the proposed cable trench to establish the extieany potential archaeology prior
to cable burial.

3.2 Fieldwork methods and recording

3.2.1 The overburden was removed under close archaealogipervision using a nine
tonne mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.5 mentidothless ditching bucket. The
trench was then cleaned by hand. A slot was exedwadross the revealed feature in
order to determine its extent and nature, andttiexe dating evidence. A section of
the feature and sample sections of the trench edlges drawn at a scale of 1:20. A
plan of the trench after excavation was drawn stae of 1:50. All the features and
sections were photographed using digital photograpblour slide and black and
white print film. Recording followed proceduresdailown in the OAFieldwork
Manual (OAU, 1992).

3.3 Finds

3.3.1 The base of the trench, all the excavated matanal the sections were closely
examined in order to recover dating evidence. Mddiwere recovered during the
course of the excavation.

3.4 Palaeo-environmental evidence

3.4.1 The depth and instability of the section sides meal&ection of samples from the
ditch impractical and unsafe, while the machineagated material was considered
to be too contaminated to be usable.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. February 2009 2
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3.5 Presentation of results

351

The results of the evaluation are presented beliarting with the stratigraphic
account followed by an overall discussion and prigation.

4 RESULTS. GENERAL

4.1 Soilsand ground conditions

41.1

The site was located on a slight eastern slopé, matevidence of intrusion by modern
features such as services or ploughing. The boiasdaf the layers and the edges of
the cut feature were well defined. Soil conditiamsre moist with no ground water

encountered.

4.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

42.1

With the exception of the ditch the stratigraphyswanstant throughout the length of
the trench with no concentrations of archaeologieglosits or features encountered.

5 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Description of deposits

511

5.1.2

51.3

5.1.4

515

The underlying natural, chalk and flint (16) was@untered at a depth of between
0.4 m and 0.55 m below the current ground levekr@®ing this at the southern end
of the evaluation trench was a 7.5 m wide band ark d/ellow-brown clay silt
containing numerous small to medium angular chedigrhents (15) (Fig. 3, Section
10). This deposit ran the full width of the trenehd measured 0.2 m deep at its
centre, tapering off to the north and south.

At the northern end of the evaluation trench a lsimband of material (17), 8.5 m
wide was observed running east-west across thevidth of the trench.

Cutting the northern edge of 15 and the southege @fi 17 was a 3.8 m wide by 1.5
m deep east-west running ditch (14). This had stegply sloping sides down to a
level base. The base of this feature was fillechwit0.55 m deep deposit of pale
yellow-brown clay silt containing a large quantif small to medium sub-angular
blocky chalk (13). Overlying this was a 0.12 m désyger of yellow-brown clay silt
with chalk flecking (12). Filling the remainder tfe ditch was a very clean deposit
of light yellow-brown clay silt (11), measuring tgp0.9 m in depth.

Sealing fill 11, layers 15 and 17 and the natulallic elsewhere was a thin (0.04 m
deep) layer of dark brown clay silt containing ¢hiecking and small sub-angular
fragments of chalk (18).

Overlying layer 18 and running the length of thenth was a layer of dark brown
clay silty loam (10) measuring 0.25 m in depth.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. February 2009 3
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6  DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

6.1 Réliability of field investigation

6.1.1

The trench was centred on a projected continuaifaime alignment of the feature
known as “Cross Ridge Dyke”. Closer examinatiorthef ground after the machine
had flattened the vegetation showed that a sligigrekssion probably marking the
route of the ditch could be traced between thékagierminus of the ditch and banks
and the feature exposed in the trench, giving & hignfidence that the ditch
excavated is a continuation of the ditch visiblestraf the evaluation trench.

6.2 Overall interpretation

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

6.2.5

The evaluation showed that the ditch associateth wie Scheduled Monument
continues through the area selected for the cabieh. The primary fill 13 in the

base of the ditch is probable erosion materialemptidlly from banks either side of
the ditch similar to those observed to the wegheftrench. Similarly fill 12 is also a
silting deposit, probably consisting of a mixturfet@psoil and frost shattered chalk
deposited when the ditch was still open.

Fill 11 is an anomaly. Its composition is alien ttte immediately surrounding
geology suggesting that the material was probahlyorted. The absence of visible
tip lines and inclusions would also suggest thatrfaterial was deposited within a
relatively short space of time, preventing matefiam being washed in during its
deposition.

Layers 15 and 17 appear to be the possible badesnéE similar to those observed
to the west. Their composition (fragmented chalkhwdome silt infill) would be
identical to the material excavated from the ditdtnile the banks to the west appear
to have survived to a height of over 0.6 m theseas (15 and 17) have a maximum
height of 0.25 m. There is a possibility that ttliscrepancy in heights may be due to
slumping of the banked deposits, although it isstagred more likely that this is due
to deliberate levelling of the banks.

Measurement of the visible banks and ditch to tlestywgave a width of the south
bank of 6. 6 m, and that of the north bank 7.7 mewwith the ditch separating the
two measuring 3.9 m wide. The features observekinvihe section of the evaluation
trench gave a width of layer 15 as 7.5 m wide, didayer 17, north of the ditch, as
8.5 m wide and the ditch as 3.8 m wide. This clpsebrresponds with the
measurements of the visible monument suggestirighieaditch and banks extended
into the area of the evaluation trench.

Calculation of the material excavated from the hditompared with the spread of
layers 15 and 17 and the material washed into ttoh dfill 13) accounts for over
80% of the spoil. Allowing for material washed dotte slope this suggests that the
profile of the ditch and banks was originally sianito that visible to the west. Fill 11

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. February 2009 4
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may have been deliberately brought in, and the $émither flattened out, possibly
to provide easy access over the ditch.

6.2.6 Layer 18 is the probable result of weathering @& timderlying chalk and washed
down topsoil, while layer 10 is an accumulated tagé plant debris and humus
forming the present day topsoil.

6.2.7 The possibility that the ditch may have been iaélllin recent times to facilitate
vehicular access cannot be overlooked and a stuagr@l photographs may provide
a date for this, or possibly show that this secbbthe ditch was already backfilled
prior to current intensive agricultural use of ttevns to the south.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. February 2009 5
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY
Cxt Type Depth Width Comment Finds Date
10 Layer | 0.25m - Present day topsoil and turf
11 Fill 09m 3.6m Upper fill of Ditch 14, probable - -
deliberate backfill
12 Fill 0.12m 1.75m Silting deposit. Composed of \Wweetd - -
material
13 Fill 0.55m 15m Slumping deposit. Composed of - -
material from banks running in
14 Cut 1.6m 3.8m Ditch cut, continuation of ditchibiis - -
to west
15 Layer | 0.25m 7.5m Slump of probable bank mateoiails - -
of ditch 14
16 Layer | 0.25m 8.5m Slump of probable bank matedehn . )
of ditch 14
17 Layer | >1.6m - Natural chalk - -
18 Layer | 0.04 m - Bioturbation layer - -
APPENDIX 2 REFERENCES

IFA, 2001 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluagion

Fowler, P S Wiltshire Archaeology Magazine Volume. 60

OA, 2009 Archaeological Investigation During Power line BairBuxbury Hill,
Wiltshire: Written Scheme of Investigation for aci#aeological Evaluation and

Watching Brief

OAU, 1992 Field Manual(ed. D Wilkinson)
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APPENDIX3  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Cross Ridge Dyke, Buxbury Hill, Fovant, Wiltshire

Site code: FOVHOT 09

Grid reference: NGR: ST 984 266

Type of evaluation: One machine dug trench

Date and duration of project: 1 day, 26th January 2009

Areaof site: 0.2 hectares

Summary of results: Continuation of a known segmented double bank #ctl chonument.
Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Housmey Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with thei§ialry and South Wiltshire Museum
Service in due course.
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Figure 1: Site location
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