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Small-scale excavations in advance of the construction of a fish pass were focused on 

an important area of cropmarks just south of Rushey Weir and Lock, thought to 

represent a Neolithic causewayed enclosure and mortuary enclosure. In the event, the 

excavations found nothing of this date, but recovered a rare assemblage of probably 

late Mesolithic flint, and evidence for an enclosure of the late 10th or early 11th 

century that surrounded a post-built building. It is likely that the enclosure and 

building were associated with control of the Thames crossing. 
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Table 1. Breakdown of fabric types in roughly chronological order 
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Table 2: Struck flint by category

Methodology

Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph

Briar Hill: excavation 1974-1978

East
Anglian Archaeology, 

Technology of knapped stone

The Stonehenge environs project
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Provenance

Raw material and condition

Discussion

Bulletin of the Institute of Archaeology, London,
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The Early Postglacial Settlement of Northern Europe

Lithic Studies Society, 
Occasional Paper

The Archaeology of the Oxford 
Region

Oxoniensia

Oxoniensia,

Oxoniensia,
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Table 3. Stone
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Table 4. Animal Bone  

Esox lucius

Colyer's Variations and Diseases of the Teeth of Animals

International Journal of Osteoarchaeology
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Table 5 Plant remains 

Triticum durum/ turgidum

Vicia faba

Pisum sativum



Table 1: Pottery; breakdown of fabric types in roughly chronological order 



Table 2: Struck flint by category 



Table 3: Stone 



Table 4: Animal bone by species 



Table 5: Charred Plant macrofossils 

Triticum .
Triticum .
cf. Triticum
cf. Triticum /Secale cereale
Hordeum .
cf. Hordeum .
Avena .
cf.Avena sp.
Avena /Bromus .

Triticum durum/turgidum
Triticum .

Vicia faba L.
Vicia/Lathyrus
Vicia/Lathyrus
Vicia/Lathyrus sp. 
cf Pisum sativum

Rumex sp.
Stellaria media l.

Scleranthus
Euphrasia/Odontites .

Eleocharis .

Lolium sp.
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Figure 1: The excavations in relation to the cropmark evidence (after Blair)

Ordnance Survey data produced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on 
behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
© Crown copyright 1996. All rights reserved. Licence No AL 100005569 1:2500

0                                                100 m

N

1:50,0001:50,0001:50,0001:300,0001:300,0001:300,000

OXFORDSHIREOXFORDSHIREOXFORDSHIRE



Figure 2. Plan of features
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Figure 3: Structure 670 
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