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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This Historic Building Record relates to Planning Permission ref. 11/01814/FUL and Conservation Area Consent 

ref. 11/01815/CAC, and has been requested by OCC planning authority as a planning condition. It was also 

agreed with the planning authority that the level 2 of recording would be required. 

 

The site lies at 12A Friars’ Entry and occupies a parcel of land between Friars’ Entry and Red Lion Square, centred 

on National Grid Reference SP 5115 0643, within the Central Conservation Area, on the fringes of the historic core 

of the city. These two streets are located on the northern side of George Street which is the line of the city wall, 

and west of Magdalen Street, which is the line of the historic north entrance into Oxford through the North Gate; 

Gloucester Green is to the west of the site and Beaumont Street lies to the north (see Figure 1: Location Plan 

below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Location Plan (showing application site in red) 
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING 

 

The site comprises a nineteenth-century structure fronting onto Red Lion Square which houses the electric 

substation, and derelict ground which lies to the south of Friars’ Entry, at the west end of the Debenhams’s 

complex. 

This report uses for its historic context the report by John Moore Heritage Services of July 2008.  The Ordnance 

survey maps of 1876 and 1900 therein show six back-to-back units on the site, the OS map of 1921 shows a 

single building, suggesting it is late Victorian/Edwardian.  No further paper evidence exists. The form of the 

building suggests it may have been a stable or coach house for a nearby inn. 

The building displays little of interest apart from brickwork-arched openings in the south wall, forming the 

entrance doors (altered) to the substation, two of which are going to be retained. Of the parts to be demolished 

the interiors have little or no architectural or historic interest or importance, except that the structure is an 

example of early concrete and steel framed construction: this applies to the roof and the first floor, which is to be 

retained. 

The first floor exterior has a projecting central steel girder as a lifting gantry fixed to the concrete roof structure. 

This is the only noteworthy element in the façade above the ground floor arches. 

 

3.0  METHODOLOGY 

 

This report is complied by Adrian James Architects in compliance with the recommendations in English Heritage’s 

“Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice”. 

 

The photographic recording was undertaken during several site visits in 2011 and 2012 and photographs were 

taken using digital cameras. Photographers were: 

 Harold Grant of Central Building Contractors Ltd, Oxford OX2 0ER 

 Stephen Williams of Price & Myers Engineers, Oxford OX1 3EX 

 Adrian James of Adrian James Architects, Oxford OX2 0AL. 

Due to the site restrictions it was not always possible to take all photographs perpendicular to the elevations and 

in the case of a south (principal) elevation a photomontage was produced. 

 

The measured survey site plan and floor plans included in this record were prepared by Milton Keynes Surveys 

Ltd. 
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4.0 PLAN AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC  RECORD  

 

 

4.1  EXTERIOR 

The approximate locations and direction of the camera are illustrated in Figure 2 below. 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Site Plan showing directions and approximate locations of camera  

(photographs EX01-EX09) 



AJA. 5 

 

Context Photo: View from Gloucester Street and Red Lion Square corner towards Debenhams delivery yard 

 

Photo EX01: South elevation to Red Lion Square, looking towards Debenhams delivery yard 

 

Photo EX02: South elevation to Red Lion Square as seen from Debenhams delivery yard 
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Photo EX03 Photo EX04 

  

Photo EX05 Photo EX06 

 

South elevation to Red Lion Square photomontage 
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Photo EX07 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo EX08 Photo EX09 
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Skylights in the first and ground floor roofs seen from flat roof  

 

 

Flat roof seen from Debenhams building 

 

 

Flat roof  

 

Additional exterior photographs in context 
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4.2  Interior – Ground Floor 

The approximate locations and direction of the camera are illustrated in Figure 3 below. 

 

 

Figure 3: Plan of Ground Floor showing directions and approximate location of camera 

(photographs GF01-GF03) 
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Photo GF01 

  

Photo GF02 Photo GF03 
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4.3  Interior – First Floor 

The approximate locations and direction of the camera are illustrated in Figure 4 below. 

 

 

Figure 4: Plan of First Floor showing directions and approximate location of camera  

(photographs FF01-FF12) 
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Photo FF01 

 

Photo FF02 

 

Photo FF03 
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Photo FF04 

 

Photo FF05 

 

Photo FF06 
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Photo FF07 

 

Photo FF08 

 

Photo FF09 
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Photo FF10 

 

Photo FF11 

 

Photo FF12 
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