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St Mary the Virgin Church, Iffley
[Archdeaconry of Oxfordshire: Deanery of Cowley]

Archaeological Recording Specification

Summary of Specification

This specification provides the outline for an archaeological contractor to provide a cost for the
archaeological recording arising from the lowering and improvement.of the existing perimeter
drains at St Mary the Virgin Church, Iffley.

The aim of the programme of archaeological recording is to mitigate the impact of the prOpoéed
works on the fabric and buried archaeology of the church and its immediate vicinity.

The objectives of the archaeological recording will be as follows:

* to determine the character of the fabric (above and below ground) in the vicinity of the new
works :
* to signal, before work proceeds, the discovery of an archaeological find for which further
~ action is required
* to provide a report and ordered archive on the investigation.

Background

St Mary the Virgin Church, Iffley was built the Romanesque style in 1 175-82, with nave, central
tower and chancel. A further two bays were added to the chancel in the 13th century, in the Early
English style. Unusually, the original high, narrow layout has been preserved. Some new
windows were inserted in the 13th and 15th centuries and parapets added in the 17th century.
Restoration work during the 19th century included the reinsertion of a round window in the west
front. The south and west doorways have some fine Norman decoration, although the former
door is blocked on the inside by the altar. The church is a Grade I Listed Building.

During the 13th century an anchorite, Annora, is believed to have lived for nine years in a cell on
the south side of the church. The cell could have been of timber or stone construction and there
may have been a window from it into the church. No evidence has yet been uncovered showing
the position of this structure. Anchorites lived with their future coffin lid and were buried under

_ the stone.

Work Proposals and Potential Ix‘npact\

The existing perimeter drain is too shallow to prevent damp in the outer walls of the church,
particularly at the west end. It is proposed to lower the existing channel and dig a new ground
trench at the foot of the west facade. These works would have potential impacts as follows:

® Exposure of the fabric and foundations of the church
* Possible impact on remains of the anchorite’s cell.
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4. Archaeological Watching Brief and Recording

4.1 The archaeological watching brief and recording will consist of the following main elements:

e Watching brief on the excavations to lower the existing perimeter channels, with particular
emphasis on the south side -
e Watching brief on ground-disturbance for the new ground channel at the west end
~ Cleaning up and photographic recording of any significant finds. :

4.2 The programme of archaeological work is intended to mitigate the impact of the proposed works
- on the fabric and buried archaeology of the church, and will only by agreement with the archxtect
and English Heritage be extended beyond what is necessary to fulfil that aim.

4.4 A watchjng brief will be maintained on all phases of the groundworks.

4.5 An illustrated report on the programme of work will be produced.

5. Archaeological Recording
5.1 Recording

Archaeological features will be recorded in plan (1:20) and where appropriate in section (1:10),
and plotted onto the digital base plan (1:50) supplied by the architects. Where appropriate B/W
photographs and colour transparencies should be taken of major contexts such as walls, floors,
burials or in-situ artefacts.

5.2 Finds

Ger-lerally the preference will be to leave finds of minor significance in-situ, or have them re-
buried in a position as near as possible to their place of origin. Other significant finds can, under
authority of a faculty, be deposited with the appropriate museum. »

53 Human remains

5.3.1 Where early modern or medieval human remains are disturbed in the course of the work they
should be treated with due care and regard to the sensitivities involved. The location of any
charnel should be recorded and reserved for re-burial, if immediate re-interment is not possible.
Burials of archaeological significance should also be left in-situ until examined by an
appropriately qualified osteoarchaeologist, and only removed by the archaeologist if impacts are-
substantial. The architect and parish are to be kept fully informed. N6 human remains may be
removed without the express permission of the Consistory Court.

5.3.2 Unless it is necessary to remove for assessment by a physical anthropologist, any human bones
which are disturbed during the course of the excavation work for drainage trenches, etc. are to be
carefully set aside out of sight of the public. Materials from each burial ‘site’ should be stored in
separate containers and these containers should be stored, under lock and key within the church
until completion of the excavation works when they should be handed to the Incumbent to direct
the re-burial. Excavation for re-interment of bones is to be carried out by the archaeological
contractor in a location agreed with the architect and Incumbent. .
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54 Assessment of further Study

Where significant artefacts, environmental material or human burials are excavated they should
be assessed for further analysis and an interim report submitted to the client and architect.

6.  Reporting

6.1 Site Archive

6.1.1 The site archive should consist of the following material: correspondence reléting to fieldwork,
context sheets, site drawings, finds and sampling records, photographic records, assessment

reports, historical data. Records should be microfiched and deposited with the appropriate
museum.

62 Report
" 62.1 'The report should include relevant historical information, appropriate plans and sections, context
descriptions, a description of finds, an objective account of archaeological deposits, appropnate

building interpretation and photography.

6.2.2 A draft report should be completed within one month of the finish of fieldwork and submitted to
the Architect, and the Diocesan Adviser. }

6.2.3 A final report should be completed within three months of the finish of fieldwork and four copies
submitted to the Architect who will ensure that one is deposited with the Oxfordshire SMR.

6.3 Publication

6.3.1:.1 Any significant results should be published, and the archaéologist should at least submit a brief
summary of work to the South Midlands Archaeology and to the Oxfordshire SMR.

7. Monitoring and consultation

P71 Further details or variations in the specification, arising either before or during the works are to

be agreed with the Diocesan Archaeological Adviser, who will monitor the work.

- 8. Standards and Professional Guidelines

8.1 In general, the standards and guidelines applied to sites within Oxfordshire shall apply.
J.T. Munby

Oxford Diocesan Adviser

© April 2005
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