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Summary

Between 18th July and 5th September 2008 OA East (formerly CAM ARC,
Cambridgeshire County Council) carried out an archaeological watching brief at
Nene Washes, Peterborough (TL 26964 99199 to TF 32131 00680). The monitoring
was carried out during the installation of four slackers (freshwater feeds) through the
River Nene Cradge Bank which was constructed in 1726 when the path of the River
Nene was changed.

There was only minimal disturbance of the peat and alluvium below the post-
medieval bank and no archaeology was encountered.
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1 GEoLoGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1

The sites were located approximately 6 km east of the City of Peterborough, on the
banks of the River Nene (Fig. 1). The works consisted of the installation of four slackers
(freshwater feeds) through the southern River Nene Cradge Bank.

These sites were spread out over an approximately 4 km length of river (NGR: TL
26964 99199 to TF 32131 00680), with ground level along its course ranging between
approximately 2-3 m OD (Fig. 1).

The ground level of the sites range between 2-3 m OD and the underlying geology is
Nordelph Peat overlying Older Marine Alluvium according to the (British Geological
Survey, 1984).

2 ARcHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

211
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Work carried out by the Fenland Archaeological Trust (French and Pryor 1993: 101-
107) maps the development of the North Level, which the site is part of, from prehistory
through to the Roman period. It indicates that the site was located either in peat fen or
saltmarsh up until the Roman period. It is likely that the area was uninhabitable until
post-medieval drainage took place. However, these are only general statements and it
may be that earlier prehistoric remains do survive, buried beneath later peat and
alluvium.

Several archaeological investigations have taken place to the west and north, on higher
ground. Recent excavations at Brigg's Farm, Thorney, 2km to the north-west of slacker
1, revealed evidence of a Bronze Age barrow on the fen edge, along with elements of a
Bronze Age field system and settlement, which continued in to the Iron Age (Pickstone,
Forthcoming). A wooden trackway was also encountered heading south-west towards
Flag Fen.

Flag Fen itself lies 4km to the west. It is most famous for a Bronze Age wooden post
alignment and associated ritual platform with discrete deposits of ceramics and
metalwork. Also found were stock enclosures and field systems.

An excavation at Bradley Fen, 4km to the west, also revealed evidence of prehistoric
settlement in the form of field systems, watering holes, burnt mounds and structures.
Exceptional artefacts such as spearheads and sword fragments were also recovered
(Gibson and Knight 2006).

All of the above excavations were located on slightly higher ground, which historically
sat along the fen edge.

3 MEeTHODOLOGY

3.1.1

3.1.2

The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

The Environment Agency advised that an archaeologist be present during the works.
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All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations and details were recorded and digital photographs were taken
of the four slacker trenches.

Site conditions were generally good. The ground became slightly wet under foot at the
lowest points of excavation due to the proximity of the river Nene but this did not hinder
the monitoring in any way.
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Summary

The works consisted of the installation of four slackers (freshwater feeds) through the
River Nene Cradge Bank which was constructed in 1726 when the path of the River
Nene was changed from its original course to the new cut between Peterborough and
Guyhirn. Each slacker required the cutting of a section through the bank to ground
level, approximately 4m wide. This was mainly to create a safe working area. In the
centre of this cut a narrow trench was then excavated, approximately 1m wide and
0.6m deep, for the installation of a High Density Plastic Pipe running perpendicular to
the river which would improve the management of water levels within the Nene
Washes.

Nothing of archaeological interest was recovered from the bank material. It was only
the central pipe trench which penetrated below ground level. However, only alluvium
and peat were encountered in all four slackers. Specifics for each slacker are listed
below.

Slacker 1

Slacker 1 was located approximately 0.5km to the west of the B1040. The top of the
bank was at 3.73m OD and the buried pipe penetrated to a depth of 1.6m below this.
Only 0.3m of material underneath the the 18th century bank was excavated and no
archaeology was encountered.

Slacker 2

Slacker 2 was located approximately 1km to the east of the B1040. The top of the bank
was at 4.71m OD and the buried pipe penetrated to a depth of approximately 2.2m
below this. Therefore 0.6m of material underneath the 18th century bank was
excavated but no archaeology was encountered.

Slacker 3

Slacker 3 was located approximately 3km to the east of the B1040. The top of the bank
was at 4.38m OD and the buried pipe penetrated to a depth of approximately 2.2m
below this. Only 0.3m of material underneath the 18th century bank was excavated and
no archaeology was encountered.

Slacker 4

Slacker 4 was located approximately 4km to the east of the B1040. At this point the
bank was higher, the top was at 4.93m OD and the buried pipe penetrated to a depth of
3m below this. Approximately 0.5m of material underneath the 18th century bank was
excavated but no archaeology was encountered.
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5 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

The excavation carried out for the installation of the slackers mainly affected the post-
medieval bank. This was re-deposited material and although there was a chance of
artefacts being present in the bank none were seen. The ground below the bank was
excavated up to a maximum of 0.6m but only peat and alluvium were encountered.
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Figure 1: Location of slackers (black) along the development area
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Plate 1: A narrow slot through the area of Slacker 1 showing total depth of excavation.
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