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P05/W0243/CA & P05/W0254 — Redundant Garage Site, Station Road,

1.1

1.2

21

211

rGoring-on—Thames

Design Brief for Archaeological Watching Brief

SUMMARY OF BRIEF:

This brief provides the outline framework on which a detailed specification of work
should be based. It is advisable that archaeological organisations forward the
specification to the County Archaeological Officer or his representative for
validation before submitting costed proposals to the agency commissioning the
Watching Brief.

A formal programme of archaeological observation and invest'igation shall be
conducted during any operations on site that may disturb or destroy archaeologlcal
deposits. Significant features to be hand cleaned and sample excavated. :

BACKGROUND:
Site Location and Description

The site is a redundant garage with associated buildings, and underground sub-
structures and petroleum pipelines. It is located on the north side of Station Road,
Goring-on-Thames, east of the junction with Manor Road and Ferry Lane (NGR SU
5991 8064). The application site is situated at approxrmately 45m OD, and the

- underlying geology i is Thames River Gravels.

. 2.2

2.21

222

2.3

2.31

Planning Background

South  Oxfordshire District Council have granted planning permission
(PO5/W0243/CA & P05/W0254) for the demolition of existing buildings, site
clearance and removal of underground sub-structures and petroleum pipelines.
Redevelopment of the property will comprise nine residential apartments with
associated car parking and landscaping. Alteration of the existing vehicular access
from Station Road will also be undertaken.

A condition has been attached to the planning permission requiring that the
applicant shall be responsible for organising an archaeological monitoring and
recording action (watching brief), to be maintained during the period of construction
or during any ground works taking place on the site. This is in accordance with
PPG16 and also with South Oxfordshire Local Plan Policy CON 18.

Archaeological Background

This development site lies within the historic core of Goring-on-Thames, and within
the Conservation Area. Several Listed Buildings are located at this western end of
Station Road, including Vlne Cottage and The Catherine Wheel publlc house both
of which date to the 17" century. In addition, a find of three 3" and 4" century
Roman coins was recorded in 1962 from 67 Station Road. Ferry Lane, which forms
the western continuation of Station Road, leads to a probable Roman crossing

1



3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

4.1

point on the Thames where Roman pottery has been dredged from the river. There
is therefore the potential for evidence as early as the Roman period existing within
the development area, but the greatest level of evidence is likely to be associated
with the later medieval and post medieval evolution of the historic core of Goring.

REQUIREMENT FOR WORK:

This Archaeological Watching Brief has beén required in accordance with PPG16
because of the presence of known sites of archaeological interest within the
immediate vicinity of the development. :

The requirements are for a formal programme of observation and investigation
conducted during any operations on site that may disturb or destroy. archaeological
deposits. The programme will result in the preparation and dissemination of a
report ~and ordered archive. Archive deposition, publication and dissemination
should follow the guidelines outlined in Annexes 2, 4, 5 and 6 of the Evaluation

Brief.

The Archaeological Watching Brief should, within the resources available, allow the
preservation by record of archaeological deposits, the presence and nature of
which could not be established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance
of development or other potentially disruptive works. ,

It should provide an opportunity, if needed, for the engaged archaeological
organisations to signal, before the destruction of the material in question, that an
archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated are not
sufficient to support a treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard.

Should the Watching .Biief encounter archaeological remains of sufficient
significance, it will not replace any requirement for contingent excavatlon or the
physical preservatlon of those remains.

~ SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

A formal programme of archaeological monitoring and recording shall be
maintained during any groundwork operations that may reveal or affect
archaeological deposits or remains. The watching brief will concentrate on those
areas of the site that have not been overly damaged by garage sub-structures and
building foundations. However, if large sub-structures such as petroleum tanks are
lifted from the site, the surviving sections of the tank pits will be monitored in order
to observe any features that may have been cut by them. The archaeological
contractor will maintain close liaison with the main ground work contractor or the
developer in order to ensure that archaeological staff are made aware of any
possible ground contamination issues.

Paul Smith 12" August 2005



ANNEX 2

MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS:

Oxfordshire County Council Archaeological Services (Directorate Environment & Economy)
will monitor progress and standards throughout the project. To facilitate this, the project
design should include a projected timetable on site (indicating staff grades, members and
machine hire time if appropriate etc). The County Archaeological Officer shall be notified of
the start date at least two weeks prior to commencing of work. '

ANNEX 4

- ARCHIVE DEPOSITION:

1. The archive should be prepared to the minimum acceptable standard defined in MAP2
(5.4 and Appendix 3). The integrity of the archive should be maintained.

2. The contracted archaeological organisation will endeavour to ensure that the full
integrated site archive including all finds (other than gold and silver declared by a
Coroner's Inquest to be Treasure under the current Treasure Act) shall, with the
agreement of the owners, be deposited after completion of post-excavation work with the
County Museums Service (Oxfordshire Museums) unless another repository is indicated.

3. Oxfordshire Museums requires that deposited archives from developer-led archaeological
work shall be accompanied by funding equivalent to the current HBMC Box Storage
Grant. Archaeological organisations shall therefore include an estimate of the costs of -
deposition for this project in their tender. The estimated cost will be clearly shown and
shall be calculated in accordance with the procedures set out in "Charge for
Archaeological Archives Deposited with Oxfordshire Museums" Oxfordshire Museums

1995. '

4. In the event of the legal owner(s) resolving to retain all or part of the site archive, they
shall be responsible for the future preservation and maintenance of any material element
of that archive. That part of the site archive in question, shall be transferred to the legal
owner only after; all necessary processing, research, analysis and investigative/stabilising
conservation and correct packing necessary to prepare the archive for preservation and
storage in a usable, accessible form, and to produce a full report for publication, has
been completed. The owner shall ensure that all necessary provision is made for the
long-term preservation of the archive in a satisfactory environment, and that it is
accessible for future research. The contracted archaeological organisation will ensure
that a proper record of material kept by the landowner shall be included in the written
archive, and the location and ownership of the material shall be stated in the written
archive and public record.. The explicit (written) permission of the owner shall be
obtained for the latter in order that the Data Protection Act 1984 is not contravened.

5. A summary report and details of archive deposition shall be submitted to the County
SMR and NMR, and a limited selection of representative photographic slides from the
site archive shall be duplicated and deposited with the SMR.

6. The County Museums Service shall be notified in advance, of the expected time limits for
deposition of the archive.



ANNEX 5

PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION: |

1.

Two copies of the summary report shall be supplied to the office of the County
Archaeological Officer; one for verification and assessment by the CAO or his
representative; the second to be lodged with the County Sites and Monuments Record
on the understanding that it will become a public document after an appropriate period of
time (generally not exceeding six months).

All archaeological organisations should ensure that an abstract containing the essential

-elements of the results precedes the main body of the report.

Publication of the results (even if limited to one line reports on work done with negative
results) should be pursued, and should take place within a reasonable length of time
(normally not more than five years-after completion of the work). Style and-format to be
determined by the archaeological organisation, with regard to agreed standards of
archaeological publication, and the house style of the appropriate local, regional or
national publication.

The report should state the location of the archive and acknowledge the curatorial role
played in the project by Oxfordshire County Council Archaeological Services. ‘It should
also acknowledge any provision of information from the County Sites and Monuments
Record which is copyright of Oxfordshire County Council. Any secondary reports or
articles generated by this project shall similarly acknowledge County Archaeologlcal
Services and the SMR.

With regard to publlcatlon the level of the report should take into account the scale of
the evaluation, the overall importance of the site based on English Heritage
characterisation criteria, and its status within local and regional research strategies. We
would suggest that, unless evidence of national or special local significance is revealed, a
summary report conforming to the minimum requirements defined in MAP2 Appendix 7.1,
should be produced for publication.

ANNEX 6

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Environment & Economy

COUNTY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE STORE
Witney Road, Standlake, Oxon OX8 7QG

Archaeological Curator: Dr Lauren Gilmour - 01865 300716
Head of Conservation: Christiane Jeuckens - 01865 300937
Conservation Laboratory: - 01865 300937

COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES CONTACTS Address on our letters
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

County Archaeological Officer: Paul Smith

Tel: 01865 810115 Email: paul.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Responsible for archaeological planning matters relating to: South ‘Oxfordshire District Council, Oxford City

(OCC Sites), Highways cases countywide.



Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Written Scheme of Investigation
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2.2

McAdden Properties

Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire
NGR : SU 5991 8064

Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Watching Brief

Introduction

South Oxfordshire District Council have granted planning permission
(P05/W0243/CA and P05/W0254) for the demolition of éxisting buildings, site
clearance and removal of underground substructures and petroleum pipelines at
the redundant garage site, Station Road, Goring (SU 5991 8064). Subsequent
redevelopment will comprise nine residential apartments with associated car
parking and landscaping. Alteration of the existing access from Station Road
will also be undertaken. A condition has been attached to the planning
permission requiring that the applicant shall be responsible for organising an
archaeological watching brief during groundworks resulting from this
redevelopment. A brief has been prepared by Paul Smith (County
Archaeological Officer) and the following Written Scheme of Investigation
details how Oxford Archaeology (OA) would implement the requirements of
that brief. This is in accordance with PPG16 and South Oxfordshire Local Plan
Policy CON 18.

Site Location and Geology

The site encompasses a redundant garage with associated buildings,
underground sub-structures and petroleum pipelines. It is located on the north
side of Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, east of the junction with Manor Road
and Ferry Lane (NGR SU 5991 8064).

The site lies at approximately 45 m OD and the underlying geology is Thames.
River Gravels.

3 Archaeological and Historical Background

The Jfollowing background information is reproduced from the Design Brief produced

3.1

- by the County Archaeological Officer

The development site lies within the historic core of Goring-on-Thames, which
is designated as a Conservation Area. Several Listed Buildings are located at
this western end of Station Road, including Vine Cottage and The Catherine
Wheel public house, both of which date to the 17th century. In addition, a find
of 3rd and 4th century Roman coins was recorded in 1962 from 67 Station

-1-
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Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Weritten Scheme of Investigation

3.2

Road.

Ferry Lane, which forms the western continuation of Station Road, leads to a
probable Roman crossing point on the Thames, where Roman pottery has been
recovered from the river. There is therefore potential for evidence as early as the
Roman period existing within the development area, but the greatest level of
evidence is likely to be associated with the later medieval and post medieval
evolution of the historic core of Goring.

4 Aims

4.1

The aims of the watching brief are to determine the location, extent, date
character, significance, quality and state of preservation of any potential
archaeological features exposed during the groundwork for the proposed
development. '

5 Methodology

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

The watching brief will be carried out by a suitably qualiﬁed archaeological

" supervisor under the management of Dan Dodds (Project Manager, Small

Works), under the overall supervision of Nick Shepherd (Head of Fieldwork).

A formal programme of archaeological monitoring and recording shall be
maintained during any groundwork operations that may reveal or affect
archaeological deposits or remains. The watching brief will concentrate on
those areas of the site that have not been overly damaged by garage sub-
structures and building. foundations. However, if large sub-structures such as
petroleum tanks are lifted from site, the surviving sections of the tank pits will
be monitored in order to establish the presence, or otherwise, of any features
which may have beén cut by them. The main groundwork contractor will advise
on any ground contamination issues.

General site procedures will be as defined in the Appendix to this document. All
features and deposits will be issued with unique context numbers, and context
recording will be in accordance with established OA practices (OA Field
Manual, 1992). Bulk finds will be collected by context and any small finds and
samples from them will be allocated unique numbers.

Colour transparency and black-and-white negative photographs will be taken of
all trenches and archaeological features. Site plans will be drawn at an
appropriate scale (normally 1:50 or 1:100) with larger scale plans of features as
necessary. Trench plans will normally be drawn at a scale of 1:100 or at a
larger scale if complex deposits are present. Section drawings of features and
sample sections of trenches will be drawn at a scale of 1:20.

If significant archaeological remains are discovered OA will signal to all parties
that an archaeological find has been made, for which the resources allocated are
not sufficient to support a treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard.

C2-
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Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire
Written Scheme of Investigation

6 Report and Archive Preparation

6.1 A report detailing the findings of the watching brief will be completed within
four weeks of completion of the fieldwork. :

6.2 The content of this report will be as defined in Appendix 8. The site archive will
be deposited with an appropriate receiving museum following completion of the

project.

6.3 A list of specialists used by OA is presented below:

Specialist Subject

Liz Stafford (OA) Geoarchaeologist

Richard McPhail (UCL) Soil micromorphologist

Mark Robinson (Oxford University Museum) Plant remains analysis

Mark Robinson (Oxford University Museum of Molluscs

Natural History)

Rob Scaife (Freelance) Pollen analysis

Angela Boyle (OA) - Osteoarchaeologist

Emma Jane Evans (OA) Animal bone analysis

Paul Miles (OA) Computer manager

Tom Evans (QA) Head of Geomatics

Leigh Allen (OA) Finds manager

Dana Challinor (OA) Environmental manager

Jane Baldwin (OA) Community Relations Officer

Dana Goodburn-Brown (Freelance) Conservator

Hugo Lamdin Whymark (OA) ' Lithic analysis

Alistair Barclay (OA) Prehistoric pottery

Alistair Barclay (OA) Daub and other building materials

Paul Booth (OA) Roman pottery

Paul Blinkhorn/Duncan Brown (Freelance) Saxon/medieval/post-medieval
pottery

Chris Salter (Oxford University) Slag

John Cotton (OA) Glass

Ian Scott (Freelance) Metalwork

Dan Miles (Freelance) Worked wood/Dendrochronology

Belfast Laboratory ‘ C14 dating

7 Health and Safety

All OA project fieldwork is undertaken in accordance with all relevant current
Health and Safety Legislation. This includes in particular the following
regulations (the list is not intended to be exhaustive):

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974

Construction (Design and management) Regulations 1994

The management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1992
Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992
Work Equipment Regulations 1992

Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992

Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992

_3-
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Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Written Scheme of Investigation

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

1.7

OA has its own Health and Safety Policy which refers to the manual Health and
Safety in Field Archaeology (SCAUM 1997), and these two documents
constitute the Health and Safety arrangements of OA. The Director of OA is

- ultimately responsible under the terms of the Health and Safety Act (1974) for

ensuring the safety of employees. He must know the broad requirements of
relevant legislation; attend meetings of OA Health and Safety Committee;
ensure that responsibility for health and safety is properly assigned and accepted
at all levels. The Director and Chief Executive of OA is David Jennings.

The Safety Co-ordinator of OA: represents the director on matters of health and
safety; keeps abreast of relevant legislation and approved practice, and
disseminates this information to OA staff; advises staff as required on matters
of health and safety; maintains OA health and safety records; calls and chairs
meetings of the OA Health and Safety Committee. The Safety Co-ordinator of
OA is Dan Poore.

The Project Director is the person delegated to take overall charge of a
particular project. She/he is responsible for health and safety matters on the
projects that they manage, reporting to the Safety Co-ordinator in the first
instance, and ultimately to OA’s Director. She/he must be satisfied that an
adequate safety plan has been drawn up for the project, or for each phase of the
project. The Project Director may also be the Project Manager in some cases
(see below). '

Individual Project Supervisors/Managers are the persons delegated to take
charge of a particular phase or part of the overall project. They are responsible
for ensuring that for each site that they are in charge of an adequate Risk
Assessment and any amendments or additions to the Site Safety Plan have been
drawn up prior to work starting on site, and they are immediately responsible
for the Health and Safety of employees and sub-contractors under their
supervision. They report directly to the Project Director and OA Safety Co-
ordinator. The manager for this project will be Dan Dodds.

The OA Health and Safety Committee consists of the Director, Safety Co-
ordinator, OA Manager and the Site Staff Representative. The Safety Co-
ordinator normally calls meetings of the Committee when there is business for
discussion, but may be called by other members of the committee.

OA's independent Health and Safety Consultants are Safety Services Ltd,
Stanton Harcourt, Oxon, who are consulted with regard to matters such as deep
trenching, shoring and working in confined spaces.

Prior to the project a pro-forma OA Health and Safety Risk Assessment is
produced by the project manager/supervisor and passed to the OA Safety Co-
ordinator for approval. The Project Manager/supervisor ensures that the
following information is available to the excavation team copy of the HSE
poster ‘Health and Safety Law - What You should Know', copy of the Safety
Plan and Risk Assessment, Emergency Information Sheet giving details of
nearest hospital etc, copy of the Notification of Project to HSE, location of an

" accident book.

-4-
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Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire
Written Scheme of Investigation

8 General

8.1 OA 1998 appendices apply. Appendices 2, 8 and 11 are relevant (attached).

References

Pevsner, N 1958 The Buildings of England: North Somerset and Br-‘istol
Sydes, B 2005 Design Brief for Archaeological Watching Brief

IFA 2001  Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations

0OA 1992 Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, first edition, August 1992)
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Oxford Archaeology Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Written Scheme of Investigation

OA Standard Fieldwork Methodology Appendiées

The following methods and terms will apply, where appropriate, to all OA fieldwork unless varied by

undertakings specified in a detailed Written Scheme of Investigation.

2.1

22

23

24

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

MACHINE EXCAVATED TRENCHES

A visual inspection of the entire site will be undertaken. . This will include the examination of
any available exposures (e.g. recently cut field ditches and geological test pits).

An appropriate mechanical excavator will be used for machine excavated trenches. This will
normally be a JCB 3CX Sitemaster or 360° tracked excavator with a 5' or 6' wide toothless
bucket. For work with restricted access or working room a mini excavator such as a Kubota KH
90 will be used.

All machining will be undertaken under direct archaeological supervision.

All undifferentiated topsoil or overburden of recent origin will be removed down to the first
significant archaeological horizon, in successive, level spits.

Following machine clearance, all faces of the trench that require examination or recording will
be cleaned using appropriate hand tools.

Spoil heaps will be monitored in order to recover artefacts to assist in the analysis of the spatial
distribution of artefacts. Modern artefacts will be noted but not retained. S

All investigation of archaeological levels will be by hand, with cléaning, examination and
recording both in plan and section.

Within significant archaeological levels a minimum number of features. required to meet the
aims will be hand excavated. Pits and postholes will be subject to a 50% sample by volume.
Linear features will be sectioned as appropriate. Features not suited to excavation within narrow
trenches will not be sampled. No archaeological deposits will be entirely removed unless this is
unavoidable. It is not necessarily the intention that all trial trenches will be fully excavated to
natural stratigraphy, but the depth of archaeological deposits across the entire site will be
assessed. The stratigraphy of all evaluation trenches will be recorded even where no
archaeological deposits have been identified.

Any excavation, both by machine and by hand, will be undertaken with a view to avoiding
damage to any archaeological features or deposits that appear to be worthy of preservation in
situ.

Different environmental sampling strategies may be employed according to established research
targets and the perceived importance of the strata under investigation. .Bulk samples, a minimum
of 10 litres, but up to 40 litres if possible for early prehistoric features will be taken for flotation
for charred plant remains. Bulk samples will be taken from any waterlogged deposits present for
macroscopic plant remains. Columns for pollen analysis will be taken if appropriate. Mollusc
samples will be collected if present. Other bulk samples for small animal bones and other small
artefacts may be taken from appropriate contexts.

Any finds of human remains will be left in-situ, covered and protected and the coroner informed.
If removal is essential it will only take place under appropriate Home Office licence, section 25
of the Burial Act 1857 and local environmental health regulations, and if appropriate in
compliance with the Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981. '

-6-
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Oxford Archaeology ) Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Written Scheme of Investigation

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

2.19

220

All finds of gold and silver will be removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner
according to the procedures relating to Treasure Act, 1996. Where removal can not be effected
on the same working day as the discovery, sultable security measures will be taken to protect the
finds from theft.

OA welcomes monitoring visits by the local authorities' archaeological representatives.
Timetables of the on-site work will be provided in order that visits can be made at appropriate
times.

After recording, the trenches will be backfilled with excavated material, but will otherwise not
be reinstated.

RECORDING

Contexts

» If less than ten trenches are to be recorded, a block of numbers in a continuous sequence
will be allocated to each trench.

» If more than ten trenches are to be recorded, a continuous unique numbering system will
operate within each trench only. '

*  Written descriptions will be recorded on proforma sheets comprising factual data and
interpretative elements.

*  Where stratified deposits are encountered a Harris matrix will be compiled during the
course of the excavation.

Plans

«  These will normally drawn at 1:100, but on urban or deeply stratified sites a scale of 1:50 or
1:20 will be used. Detailed plans will be at an appropriate scale. Burials will be drawn at
scale 1:10.

»  The site grid will be accurately tied into the National Grid and located on the 1 2500 or
1:1250 map of the area.

+  Aregister of plans will be kept.

Sections

* Long sections of trenches showing layers will be drawn at 1:50. Sections of features or
short lengths of trenches will be drawn at 1:20.

+  Aregister of sections will be kept.

»  Generally all sections will be tied in to Ordnance Datum. The exception to this is where the
proposal for the site is mineral extraction where depth in relation to -the development
proposals is irrelevant. In these cases only some significant sections will be tied in to OD.

Photography
A full black and white and colour (35 mm transparency) photographic record, illustrating in
both ‘detail and general context the principal features and finds discovered will be
maintained. The photographic record will also include working shots to illustrate more
generally the nature of the archaeological work. A

= Photographs will be recorded on OA Photographic Record Sheets.

All recording will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the OA Field Manual
(ed. D Wilkinson 1992).

~ FINDS

All identified finds and artefacts will be retained, although certain classes of building material or
post medieval pottery may sometimes be discarded after recording if an appropriate sample is
retained. However, no finds will be discarded without the prior approval of the nominated
representative of the local authority and the receiving Museum. All appropriate ironwork_ will be
X-rayed.

-7-
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8.1

82

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

The pottery and other relevant artefacts will be scanned to assess the date range of the
assemblage.

All finds and samples will be treated in proper manner and to standards agreed in advance with
the approved recipient museum. These will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked,
bagged and boxed in accordance with the guidelines set out in UKIC's "Conservation Guidelines
No. 2".

The level of artefact analysis will be sufficient to establish date ranges of archaeological
deposits, a general assessment of the types of pottery and other artefacts to assist in
characterising the archaeology, and to establish the potential for all categories of artefacts should
further archaeological work be necessary.

At the beginning of a project, the local relevant museum and the landowner will be
contacted regarding the preparation and deposition of the archive and finds,

Environmental samples, if appropriate will be processed and scanned for potential date. This
will usually be co-ordinated by Dr M Robinson of University Museum, Oxford using
appropriate specialists.

EVALUATION REPORTS

Style and format of the report will be determined by OA, but will include as a minimum the
following:

+ A location plan of trenches and/or other fieldwork in relation to the proposed development

» Plans and sections of features located at an appropriate scale.

A section drawing showing depth of deposits including present ground level with Ordnance
Datum, vertical and horizontal scale.

* A summary statement of the results.

* A table summarising per trench the features, classes and numbers of artefacts contained
within, spot dating of significant finds and an interpretation.

* A reconsideration of the methodology used, and a confidence rating for the results.

+  An interpretation of the archaeological findings both within the site and within their wider
landscape/townscape setting.

Copies of the report will be supplied to the client and the Archaeological Officer monitoring the
works. Copies of the report will also be supplied to the County Sites and Monuments Record on
the understandmg that it will become a publlc document after an appropriate period of time
(normally six months). ’

If the evaluation works generate archaeological results of importance which merit wider
pubhcatlon the client will be consulted about further arrangements.

ARCHIVES .

The site archive, including finds and environmental material, will be ordered, catalogued,
labelled and conserved and stored according to the UKIC Guidelines for the preparation of
excavation archives for long-term storage.

The site archive will be prepared to at least the minimum acceptable standard defined in
Management of Archaeological Projects 2, English Heritage 1991.

The site archive will be microfilmed by the RCHME National Archaeological Record as a
safeguard against the accidental loss and the long-term degeneration of paper records and
photographs.

The site archive will be deposited with the relevant receiving Museum at the earliest opportunity
unless further archaeological work on the site is expected within one year of completion of the

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2005
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archive. OA will advise the landowner that any artefacts resulting from the project work should
be given to the relevant Museum.

11 GENERAL
11.1 The requirements of the Brief will be met in full where reasonably practicable.

11.2 Any significant variations to the proposed methodology will be agreed with the local authority's
archaeological representative in advance.

11.3.  The scope of work detailed in the main part of the Written Scheme of Investigation is aimed at
meeting the aims of the project in a cost-effective manner. Oxford Archaeology attempts to -
foresee possible site-specific problems and resource these. However there may be unusual
circumstances which have not been included in the costing and programme.

* Unavoidable delays due to extreme bad weather, vandalism, etc.

* Complex structures or objects, including those in waterlogged conditions, requiring
specialist removal.

+  Extensions to specified trenches or feature sample sizes requested by the archaeological
curator.

Trenches requiring shoring or stepping, ground contamination, unknown services, poor
ground conditions requiring additional plant specialist reinstatement of surfaces (i.e.
tarmac, turf).

HEALTH AND SAFETY and INSURANCE

11.4 All work will be carried out to the requirements of Health and Safety at Work, etc. Act 1974, The
Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1992, the SCAUM (Standing Conference of
Archaeological Unit Managers) H & S manual Health and Safety in Field Archaeology 1991, the
OA Health and Safety Policy, and any main contractors requirements.

11.5 ° A copy of OA's Health and Safety Policy is available on request. OA will require copies of the
H & S policies of all other contractors and operators present on site in compliance with The
Manual of H & S Regulations 1992.

11.6 OA holds Employers Liability Insurance, Public Liability Insurance and Professional Indemnity
Insurance. Details will be supplied on request.

11.7 OA will not be liable to indemnify the client against any compensation or damages for or with
respect to:

»  Damage to crops being on the Area or Areas of Work (save in'so far as possession has not
been given to the Archaeological Contractor);

*  The use or occupation of land (which has been provided by the Client) by the Project or for
the purposes of completing the Project (including consequent loss of crops) or interference
whether temporary or permanent with any right of way, light, air or water or other easement
or quasi easement which are the unavoidable result of the Project in accordance with the
Agreement;

= Any other damage which is the unavoidable result of the Project in accordance w1th the
Agreement;

* Injuries or damage to persons or property resulting from any act or neglect or breach of
statutory duty done or committed by the client or his agents, servants or their contractors
{not being employed by Oxford Archaeology) or for or in respect of any claims demands
proceedings damages costs charges and expenses in respect thereof or in relation thereto.

COPYRIGHT and CONFIDENTIALITY

11.8 Oxford Archaeology will retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender documents or
other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights

-9.
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11.9

11.10

11.11

11.12

11.13

11.14

reserved; excepting that it will provide an exclusive licence to the client in all matters directly
relating to the project as described in the Written Scheme of Investigation.

Oxford Archaeology will assign copyright to the client upon. written request but retains the right
to be identified as the author of all project documentation and reports as defined in the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (Chapter IV, 5.79).

OA will advise the client of any such materials supplied in the course of projects that are not
OA's copyright. ) '

OA undertakes to respect all requirements for confidentiality about the client's proposals
provided that these are clearly stated. It is expected that such conditions shall not unreasonably
impede the satisfactory performance of the services required. OA further undertake to keep
confidential any conclusions about the likely implications of such proposals for the historic
environment. It is expected that clients respect OA's general ethical obligations not to suppress
significant archaeological data for an unreasonable period.

OA STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES

OA shall conform to the standards of professional conduct outlined in the Institute of Field
Archaeologists' Code of Conduct, the IFA Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of
Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology, the IFA Standards and Guidance for Field
Evaluations, Desk Based Assessments, etc. and the British Archaeologists and Developers
Liaison Group Code of Practice.

OA is a member of the Institute of Environmental Assessment and the Council for British
Archaeology. '

Project Directors normally will be recognised in an appropriate Area of Competence by the
IFA. For more extensive and complicated evaluation projects especially where they are part
of large-scale programmes of work in historic urban centres, the procedures outlined in
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects 2nd Edition 1991 (MAP 2) will be
followed for immediate post-field archive preparation and initial assessment. Agreement to
then be reached, in collaboration with the local authority's archaeological representative, about
what aspects will need to be taken forward to provide a report in the required format
containing the information needed for planning purposes.

-10-
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Archaeological Watching Brief Report

SUMMARY

Between 13th and 16th October 2005 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried
out an archaeological watching brief at the redundant garage site, Station
Road, Goring on Thame, Oxfordshire (NGR: SU 5991 8064). The work
was commissioned by McAdden Properties in advance of demolition of
the existing buildings and construction of nine new residential
apartments. The watching brief revealed that the area had been severely
truncated and disturbed, probably during the construction of the now
demolished garage, with no earlier significant stratigraphy or
archaeology surviving.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1

1.2

1.2.1

122

Scope of work

Between 13th and 16th October 2005 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an
-archaeological watching brief at the redundant garage site, Station Road, Goring on
Thames, Oxfordshire (NGR: SU 5991 8064). The work was commissioned by
McAdden Properties in respect of a planning application for the demolition of
existing buildings, clearance and removal of underground tanks and construction of
nine new residential apartments and associated parking. (Planning Application No.
POS5/W0243/CA) '

A project brief was set by Paul Smith, the Oxfordshire County Archaeological
Officer outlining the requirements of an archaeological monitoring and recording
action (watching brief) to be conducted as part of the planning consent (OCAS,
2005).

OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation detailing how it would meet the
requirements of the brief (OA, 2005).

Location, geology and topography

The site comprised a redundant garage with associated buildings, areas of concrete
hard standing underground fuel tanks and petroleum pipelines. It is located on the
north side of Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, east of the junction with Manor Road
and Ferry Lane. The site is bounded to the south by Station Road and to the east,
west and north by residential and commercial properties.

The site has been terraced into a gentle south facing slope, the base of which lies at
approximately 45 m OD and occupies an area of 0.1 hectares. The underlying
geology is Thames River Gravels. '

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2006 1
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1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2005) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 The development site lies within the historic core of Goring-on-Thames, which is
designated as a Conservation Area. Several Listed Buildings are located at this
western end of Station Road, including Vine Cottage and The Catherine Wheel
public house, both of which date to the 17th century. In addition, a find of 3rd and
4th century Roman coins was recorded in 1962 from 67 Station Road. -

1.3.3 Ferry Lane, which forms the western continuation of Station Road, leads to a
probable Roman crossing point on the Thames, where Roman pottery has been
recovered from the river. There is therefore potential for evidence as early as the
Roman period existing within the development area, but the greatest level of
evidence is likely to be associated with the later medieval and post medieval
evolution of the historic core of Goring.

2  PROJECT AIMS AND METHQDOLOGY

2.1 Aims

-

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence or absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  To presérve by record any archaeological deposits or features that may be disturbed
or destroyed during the development.

2.1.3  To make available the results of the archaeological investigation.

2.2 - Methodology

2.2.1 The watching brief was conducted as a series of site visi.ts..during works likely to
disturb archaeological deposits. These included the machine clearance of the site and
machine digging of foundation and service trenches.

2.2.2 A plan was maintained of these works at a scale of 1:100 (Fig. 2) and any recorded
sections drawn at a scale of 1:20. All excavations and sections were photographed
using colour slide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of
the work was also made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the OA Field
Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, 1992).

-3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of debosits

3.1.1 A large part of the site had been heavily disturbed during the installation (and
removal) of the underground fuel tanks and pipework, principally the eastern and

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2006 2
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south-eastern area of the site. The western and south-western edge of the site was
least disturbed and recording concentrated in that area.

3.1

[\

The stratigraphy exposed was similar throughout the recorded area, and the following
description will apply for all the sections.

3.1.3 The underlying natural, a coarse gravel and grey clay silt mix (5) was exﬁosed within
the centre of the site, appearing at between 1.0 m and 1.3 m below ground level (Fig.
3, sections 1 and 3). This was overlaid by a layer of grey-brown silt clay (4)
measuring between 0.3 m and 0.4 m in depth (Fig. 3, sections 1, 2 and 3). This layer
contained occasional gravels and some chalk flecking and represents an alluvial
deposit.

3.1.4 Overlying this layer was a 0.3 m thick layer of orange-brown clay silt (3). This
produced occasional chalk flecking and also represents an alluvial deposit. This was
sealed by a layer of dark brown clay loam (2). This measured 0.2 m deep along the
lower, southern edge of the site, rising to 0.7 m deep along the higher, northern edge.
This deposit contained much charcoal flecking and fragments of 19th century clay
pipe stem and transfer printed creamware suggesting it was an occupation layer, or
garden topsoil, probably associated with the use of the site before it became a garage.

3.1.5  A0.1 mto0.2m thick layer of demolition debris (1), composed of crushed concrete,
brick and tile had been deposited over the topsoil during the demolition of the
standing structures. '

3.2  Finds

3.2.1 Al the finds recovered were dated between the 19th and 20th centuries and consisted
of fragments of transfer printed creamware and glazed earthenware, bottle glass, clay
pipe stem and brick. These were all collected from Layer 2 and were evaluated on
site, but were not retained.

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1 No deposits suitable for palaco-environmental sampling were encountered during the
course of the watching brief.

4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The watching brief showed that the area had been subject to large scale truncation
and disturbance, probably occurring during the development of the site as a garage
over the preceding years. The layer of topsoil, 2, is indicative of the use of the site as

~ a kitchen garden during the 19th and 20th centuries and is possibly related to the
nearby houses, but more likely to a dwelling which originally fronted Station Road.
The installation of the underground fuel tanks and pipework would have removed
any evidence for this structure.

© Oxford Archaco]ogi'cal Unit Ltd. January 2006 3
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4.1.2 The topsoil was encountered directly above the alluvial deposits with no evidence for
earlier occupation layers or activity (including residual finds) observed.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2006 4
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context | Type Depth Comments Finds Date
1 Layer 02m-03m |. Demolition debris Brick and tile C21st
2 Layer | 02m-0.7m Topsoil, occupation layer Pottery, glass, Ciot/
clay pipe stem C20th
3 Layer 03m Alluvial deposit - -
4 Layer | 0.2m-04m Alluvial deposit - -
5 Layer >0.15m - River terrace gravels - -

APPENDIX2  BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES
IFA 2001  Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations
OA 1992 Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, first edition, August 1992)

OA 2005 Redundant Garage Site, Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire :
Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Watching Brief

OCAS 2005 PO5/W0243/CA & PO5/W0254 - Redundant Garage Site, Station Road,
Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire : Design Brief for an Archaeological Watching Brief

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Station Road, Goring-on-Thames, Oxfordshire

Site code: GOSTR 05

Grid reference: SU 5991 8064

Type of watching brief: Machine excavation of service and foundation trenches and ground
reduction. :

Date and duration of project: 13th to 16th October 2005, 4 days

Area of site: 0.1 hectare

Summary of results: Severe post-medieval truncation and disturbance throughout the site
with no earlier archaeology encountered.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number: OXCMS:2005.103

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2006 5
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Figure 2: Site plan

. Servergo:/oaupubsl_A thru H*GOSTR05*GOSTRWB*Station Road, Goring-on-Thames*eas*10.01.06 ‘
N \
KEY
) Limit of ground reduction
] Foundation trenches
[ Area of underground storage tanks
3 |
Z |
G — CAR PARK for 14 cars ‘
I~ = - |
- [ =
-/ = Disabled 1 \ @ w |
/ a _-%® —a N ’ S e : = z’ |
; /2” é ?E Outline of existing buildings z = |
Was — = = ﬁ 10 be demolished % =
5 -,% 7 Zz \ = = ‘
A ‘ - - 1 . “
' Y Y 2 \ 3 i T4 ‘
b~ / \ !
L i | ; \ | !
=: I . B ‘
.—— - \ —
; S3: UNIT No.7
| :
TR /| ==
| \ 5/ |
:f‘:
: L E
| —:‘ \?j/
. = =5
X . 74l %k o
/ < [
—
\:JJ [ 0 _/'L_—'_,\ ‘\
Y
o JEN -
| / T / \\
/ 5 \\
ke O T I e, i \ / \
Ramgec? footpaths to doorways z - 0 10m
Y ik g ki 1:200
AMENITY GARDE =
|




Figure 3: Sections 1-3
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