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Summary

Between the 27th and 29th February 2012 OA East conducted an archaeological
evaluation at land to the west of 26 Meldreth Road, Shepreth, Cambridgeshire (TL
3905 4790).  The archaeological work comprised five evaluation trenches targeted
within the footprint of the proposed new buildings. Late medieval or post-medieval
period  land  drains  and  field  boundaries  were  found  in  four  out  of  five  of  the
trenches. No evidence for remains relating to the medieval Manor of Doucraies was
recorded.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted at land to the west of 26 Meldreth Road,

Shepreth (TL 3905 4790; Fig. 1).The site is located at the west end of the village of
Shepreth. The work was necessitated due to a proposed planning application for the
construction of 12 semi-detached properties.

1.1.2 This  archaeological  evaluation  was  undertaken  behalf  of  Hill  Partnerships,  in
accordance with a Brief issued by Kasia Gdaniec of Cambridgeshire County Council
(CCC) in 2010, supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East. The evaluation
was undertaken  prior to the submission of a planning application.

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  Planning  Policy  Statement  5:  Planning  for  the  Historic
Environment (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010).  The results
will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority,
with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found. 

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The development area is situated on flat ground to the west of centre of the village at a

height of between 17.7m and 18m OD.  Drift geology is the West Melbury Marly Chalk
(British Geological Survey 2002).  The current land use is open ground (grass). 

1.2.2 The site is bounded by  John Breay Close housing estate to the south-west and a ditch
alongside  Meldreth  Road  to  the  south-east.  To  the  north-east  there  is  open  grass
between the  site  and no.  26 Meldreth  Road.  To the north-west  there  is  an area  of
patchy tree growth between the site and the railway line.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 The proposed development sites lies to the west of the medieval historic core of the

village.  Although there is little in existing records for the area, this is likely to be due to
the lack  of  any previous investigations in  the area,  rather  than the absence of  any
historic remains.  Shepreth is recorded in Domesday as Escepride which means 'Brook
of  the  Sheep'  and referred  to  the  Sheep Bridge  which  was  still  in  use  in  the  17th
century.

1.3.2 The medieval site of Doucraies Manor lies to the immediate east of the development
area.  Doucraies (also known as Dowcras) Manor is a Scheduled Ancient Monument,
and thus considered of National importance under the 1979 Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act (DCB280 & DCB285).

1.3.3 An  archaeological  investigation  on  the  High  Street  revealed  medieval  and  earlier
Roman remains. To the east of Angle Lane is the putative site of a Roman villa complex
(DCB398) with attendant bathhouse, shrines and similar remains.
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1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 OA East would like to thank Hill Partnerships for funding the project. Stephen Macaulay

managed the project on behalf of OA East and the fieldwork was carried out by Rob
Atkins, Kate Clover and Julian Newman. Taleyna Fletcher laid out the trenches. Carole
Fletcher of OA East commented on the pottery and  ceramic building material.

2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The objective of this evaluation was to determine as far  as reasonably possible the

presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the proposed development area.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 The Brief required that the evaluation sampled 5% of the proposed development area

which equated to 5 trenches measuring 20m x 1.5m each. The trenches were sited to
lie within the footprint of the houses (CCC, 2010).

2.2.2 The trenches were laid out and tied into the Ordnance Survey using a Leica 1200 GPS.
All trench locations were scanned  for buried services with a Cable Avoidance Tool prior
to machine excavation.

2.2.3 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
wheeled  JCB-type  excavator  using  a  toothless  ditching  bucket.  All  archaeological
features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma sheets.   Trench
locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and monochrome
and digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

2.2.4 All finds were retained for inspection, other than those which were obviously modern.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 7 of 18 Report Number 1343



3  RESULTS

3.1   Trench 1 
3.1.1 Trench 1 measured 20m by 1.5m and was on average 0.54m deep. Natural sandy clay

with chalk patches was encountered at 0.5m below ground level (20). This was sealed
by  a  0.25m  thick  subsoil  (2)  comprised  of  a  mid  yellowish  brown  sandy  silt  with
infrequent clay and small stone inclusions. It was devoid of any cultural material and
sealed by 0.25m of dark grey brown sandy silt topsoil (1) (Fig. 3, S.1).

3.1.2 At the north-eastern end of the trench was an irregular feature interpreted as a tree
throw.  Adjacent  to  this  was  a  linear  feature  with  indistinct  edges,  thought  to  be  a
periglacial feature (Fig. 2).

3.1.3 Nearer to the centre of the trench, a ditch (4) was recorded cut into the natural. Ditch 4
was flat-bottomed and its primary fill (3) contained a single piece of pottery, a fragment
of burnt clay and three fragments of brick or tile. The pottery and burnt clay are not
closely datable, however the brick fragments are late medieval or post-medieval. This
feature is interpreted as a late medieval or post-medieval field boundary ditch (Fig. 3,
S1).

3.2   Trench 2
3.2.1 Trench 2 measured 20m by 1.5m with an average depth of 0.7m. Natural sandy clay

with chalk patches was encountered at 0.7m below ground level (20). This was sealed
by a 0.40m thick layer of subsoil (2) and between 0.25m and 0.4m of topsoil (1). Two
features were recorded cutting the natural deposits (Fig. 2). Feature  8  was a slightly
unusual  feature  comprising  a wide  shallow linear  cut  (1.5m wide  and up  to  0.14m
deep), at the base of which were two parallel narrow gullies. The wider  gully (0.14m
wide and 0.09m deep) contained chalk lumps. Both gullies were sealed by a fill  very
similar to the subsoil; a light yellowish brown sandy silt with clay inclusions. Although no
finds  were  recovered  the  feature  was  characteristic  of  post-medieval  land  drains
recorded elsewhere in Cambridgeshire (Fig. 3, S 3). 

3.2.2 The second feature in Trench 2 was a small  circular pit  or posthole (10).  Its fill  (11)
contained no finds and was a very mixed white, grey and yellow silt with soft chalky
patches. There was no clear distinction between the fill and the chalky natural, which
suggests 10 was a natural feature, probably a small tree throw (Fig. 3, S 4). 

3.3   Trench 3
3.3.1 Trench 3 measured 21.7m by 1.5m and was on average 0.45m deep. Natural sandy

clay was encountered at 0.45m below ground level (20). This was sealed by subsoil (2)
between 0.1m and 0.25m thick and topsoil (1) between 0.20m and 0.25m  thick (Fig. 3,
S 5).

3.3.2 A shallow linear feature (0.1m deep and 1.4m wide) was recorded cutting the natural
near  the  west  end  of  the  trench  (12).  No  finds  were  recovered from its  fill  and  its
function remains uncertain, although it seems likely that it formed a field boundary ditch
that was subsequently truncated by agricultural activity (Fig.  3, S 5).  To the west of
ditch 12 was a 2.5m wide pit filled with large lumps of concrete (Fig 2).
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3.4   Trench 4

3.4.1 Trench 4 measured 20m by 1.5m with an average depth of 0.38m. Natural sandy clay
was encountered at 0.35m below ground level (20). This was sealed by 0.1m of subsoil
(2)  and 0.25m of topsoil (1) (Fig. 4, S6). 

3.4.2 Three features were recorded cut into natural deposits, none of which contained any
finds  (Fig.  2).  The  northern  end  of  the  trench  was  crossed  by  a  1.2m  wide,  flat-
bottomed ditch (17).  The feature is comparable to ditch 4 in Trench 1 and is likely be
another post-medieval field boundary ditch. Ditch 17 was partially cut by the terminus of
a small gully (15) which continued beyond the limit of the trench (Fig. 4, S6 and S7).

3.4.3 In the centre of Trench 4 a probable land drain (0.85m wide and only 0.08m deep) was
recorded (19)  that  was similar  to  8 in  Trench 2. Three  parallel  narrow gullies  were
recorded at its base and one of the gullies was filled with chalk lumps.

3.5   Trench 5

3.5.1 Trench 5 measured 20m by 1.5m and had an average depth of 0.48m. Natural sandy
clay and chalky  clay  was encountered at  between 0.45m and 0.55m below ground
level. The trench contained plough scars or field drains as well as two natural features
(Fig. 2), one of which had an irregular profile It was not assigned a context number as it
was seen to be caused by bioturbation. 

3.5.2 In the centre of the trench a small pit-like feature (7) was recorded that contained burnt
flint  in its fill.  This feature was irregular in section and recorded as a burnt-out tree
throw (Fig 3, S2).

4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1   Conclusions
4.1.1 Medieval or post medieval remains were recorded cutting the natural deposits in four

out of five of the trenches. In Trenches 2 and 4 chalk-filled land drains of likely post-
medieval  date were recorded.  In  Trenches 1,  3 and 4  field  boundary ditches were
recorded, one of which contained finds datable to the late medieval or post-medieval
period.

4.1.2 The features were sealed by a subsoil deposit in all five trenches. This was thickest in
the most southerly trenches (Trenches 1 and 2) where it was between 0.25m and 0.4m
thick. The likely post-medieval date for the features gives a post-medieval or later  date
to the sealing subsoil. It would seem unlikely that such a depth of subsoil would have
accumulated naturally in such a short space of time. It seems more probable that it was
dumped over the site, perhaps to level out a natural slope down to the south-east. A
possible  source  for  the  dumped material  would  be  the  open  field  ditch  which  runs
alongside Meldreth Road, forming the south-eastern boundary of the site.

4.1.3 Evidence of arable farming was seen in the form of plough scars in the natural in some
of the trenches and the heavy truncation of certain features.

4.1.4 No  evidence  for  any  archaeological  remains  relating  to  the  Medieval  Manor  of
Doucraies was recorded. The proposed development site appears to have been in use
for agricultural practices during the medieval period, occupying a marginal location just
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outside the historic village core. There was also no evidence for pre-medieval remains,
either in the form of features or residual finds.

4.2   Significance
4.2.1 The evaluation has revealed that the site was used for agriculture from at least the late

medieval period onwards. No evidence for earlier remains was recorded, although any
evidence  for  pre-medieval  activity  may  well  have  been  entirely  truncated  by  later
activity evidenced by plough scarring and the truncation of boundary ditch 12.

4.3   Recommendations
4.3.1 Recommendations  for  any  future  work  based upon this  report  will  be  made by  the

County Archaeology Office.
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APPENDIX A.  APPENDIX A.  HEALTH AND SAFETY STATEMENT 
A.1.1  OA East will ensure that all work is carried out in accordance with relevant Health and

Safety Policies, to standards defined in The Health and Safety at Work, etc. Act, 1974
and The Management of Health and Safety Regulations, 1992, and in accordance with
the manual Health and Safety in Fieldwork Archaeology (SCAUM 1997).

A.1.2  Risk assessments prepared for the OA East office will be adhered to.

A.1.3  OA East has Public Liability Insurance. Separate professional insurance is covered by a
Public Liability Policy. 

A.1.4  Full details of the relevant Health and Safety Policies and the unit’s insurance cover can
be provided on request.

APPENDIX B.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1
General description Orientation NNE-SSW

Consists of topsoil (1) and subsoil (2)overlying natural (20). One
feature cut into the natural – a Post-Medieval field boundary ditch
(4). Two natural features at the NE end of the trench –  a tree bowl
and  a possible periglacial feature. Plough scars evident cut into the
natural.

Avg. depth (m) 0.54

Width (m) 1.5

Length (m) 20

Contexts
context
no type Width

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.25

Topsoil – very dark grey
brown sandy silt with a
little clay and very rare
stones

- Modern

2 Layer - 0.25

Subsoil – mid yellowish
brown sandy silt with a
little clay and very rare
small stones

- Post-Medieval or
Modern

3 Fill Up to
0.4 0.5 Deliberate  backfill of pit 4.

Tipped in from the north

Pottery,
brick or tile
and fired

clay

Post-Medieval?

4 Cut 0.9 0.5 Cut of field boundary ditch - Post-Medieval

5 Fill Up to
0.57 0.34 Disuse fill of 4.Final fill - Post-Medieval?

20 Deposit - - Natural sandy clay with
chalk patches - Glacial

Trench  2
General description Orientation ENE-WSW

Consists of topsoil (1) and subsoil (2)overlying natural  (20). Two
features cutting the natural – a Post-Medieval land drain (8) near the
centre of the trench, and a small undated pit or tree throw (10).

Avg. depth (m) 0.7

Width (m) 1.5
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Length (m) 20

Contexts
context
no type Width

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.25 to
0.40 Topsoil - Modern

2 Layer - 0.4 Subsoil - Post-Medieval or
Modern

8 cut 1.5 0.05-
0.14

Cut of  land drain
consisting of  wide shallow
'cut' containing two parallel
narrow linear cuts. One
narrow cut contains chalk
lumps

- Post-Medieval

9 fill 1.5 0.05-
0.14 Disuse fill of 8 - Post-Medieval

10 cut 0.55 0.19 Cut of  pit or tree throw - Undated

11 fill 0.55 0.19 Disuse fill of 10 - Undated

20 deposit - - Natural sandy clay with
chalky patches - Glacial

Trench 3
General description Orientation ENE-WSW

Consists of topsoil (1) and subsoil (2)overlying natural (20). One very
shallow linear feature cutting the natural (12). A large pit dug near
WSW end contained large blocks of concrete (no context number).

Avg. depth (m) 0.45

Width (m) 1.5

Length (m) 21.7

Contexts
context
no type Width

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.2 to
0.25m Topsoil - Modern

2 Layer - 0.1-0.25 Subsoil - Post-Medieval or
Modern

12 Cut 1.4 0.1
Cut of shallow linear
feature – base of a field
boundary ditch?

- Undated

13 Fill 1.4 0.1 Disuse fill of 12 - Undated

20 Deposit - - Natural sandy clay - Glacial

Trench 4
General description Orientation N-S

Consists of topsoil (1) and subsoil (2)overlying natural (20).  Three
features cut into the natural – a gully (15)cutting a ditch (17) (both
undated) as well as a Post-Medieval land drain (19). Plough scars
were also in evidence cut into the natural.

Avg. depth (m) 0.38

Width (m) 1.5

Length (m) 20

Contexts
context type Width Depth comment finds date
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no (m) (m)
1 Layer -  0.25m Topsoil - Modern

2 Layer - 0.1 Subsoil - Post-Medieval or
Modern

14 Fill 0.35 0.17 Disuse fill of 15 - Undated, likely Post-
Medieval or Modern

15 Cut 0.35 0.17 Cut of gully,  function
unknown. Cuts 17 - Undated, likely Post-

Medieval or Modern

16 Fill 1.2 0.33 Disuse fill of 17 - Undated, likely Post-
Medieval or Modern

17 Cut 1.2 0.33 Cut of ditch, probable field
boundary - Undated, likely Post-

Medieval or Modern

18 Fill 0.85 0.08
Disuse fill of 19, covering
three parallel linear
features

- Post-Medieval or
Modern

19 Cut 0.85 0.08

'Cut' of land drain
incorporating three parallel
narrow linear cuts. One
with chalk lumps

- Post-Medieval or
Modern

20 Deposit - - Natural sandy clay - Glacial

Trench 5
General description Orientation N-S

Consists of topsoil (1) and subsoil (2)overlying natural (20).  One
burnt out tree throw (7) near the centre of the trench.  Area of
bioturbation at SE end, cut by land drain and plough scars (no
context numbers)

Avg. depth (m) 0.48

Width (m) 1.5

Length (m) 20

Contexts
context
no type Width

(m)
Depth
(m) comment finds date

1 Layer -  0.28 to
0.35 Topsoil - Modern

2 Layer - 0.17 to
0.2 Subsoil - Post-Medieval or

Modern

6 Fill 0.66 0.16 Disuse fill and burning of 7 - Undated

7 Cut 0.66 0.16 'cut' for tree throw, burnt
out - Undated

20 Deposit - - Natural sandy clay and
chalky clay - Glacial
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APPENDIX C.  FINDS REPORT

The only finds came from context (3),  the primary fill  of ditch  4 in Trench 1. These
consist of one small body sherd of very abraded pottery, light grey to buff coloured with
a sandy temper; three small fragments of brick/tile and one fragment of burnt clay. The
burnt clay is undatable, the brick/tile is late Medieval or Post-Medieval and the pottery is
not closely datable but likely to be either Roman or Medieval (Carole Fletcher OA East,
pers. comm).

Context Finds Type Weight Date
3 1 small  fragment of abraded sandy

pottery
2g Not  closely  datable,  Roman  or

Medieval?
3 3 small fragments of brick or tile 9g Late Medieval or Post-Medieval
3 1 small fragment of burnt clay 1g Not closely datable
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Thesaurus together with their respective periods. If no features/finds were found, please state “none”.

Monument Period Object Period

Project Location 
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Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2011. All rights reserved. License No. Al 100005569

Figure 1: Site location map with the development area outlined (red) 
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Figure 2: Trench Plans 
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Figure 3: Section drawings 1-4 
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Figure 4: Section drawings 5-7
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