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Saxo-Norman-Early  Medieval (11th to 12th century)

4.1.7 The excavation has shown that there was an occupation site here during the 11th to
12th centuries. The precise character of  this occupation is  not  clear from this  small
excavation although there were at least two phases of activity found suggesting some
longevity and complexity. The general character of the features is consisient with those
that might be found on the periphery of settlement, including possibly quarry pits and a
boundary  ditch,  although  two of  the  isolated  pits  and  evidence  for  crop  processing
suggest that the excavation also touched upon activities more central to the settlement.

Phase 2.1: Foundation of a new settlement? (11th to c.mid 12th centuries)
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4.1.17 Certainly the settlement is unlikely to have continued beyond the 16th century since the
area was by this time given over to agriculture  (Partida et al 2013, 46m). 

Polyfocal settlement 

4.1.18 The  possibility  of  a  settlement  at  this  location  during  the  early  medieval  period  is
supported by the documentary and archaeological evidence for the area. 

4.1.19 Taylor (1977, 190) demonstrated that it is possible in some parishes to establish that
different  manorial  units  recorded  in  the  Domesday  Survey  appear  to  be  related  to
specific settlement focii, thus villages were polyfocal, not single units. The excavation at
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Moulton Village College has shown that  it  is  possible to demonstrate  the same for
Moulton where a����������������%��:������������%��1$����<��%������������	�������
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Figure 1: Site location showing excavation area with development area outlined red, trenches overlaying 
cropmark features and HER entries 
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Figure 2: Archaeological trenches and modern landscaping, taken from contour survey (supplied by Mott MacDonald)
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Figure 4: Selected section drawings



Plate 2: Iron Age pit 9, looking south east

Plate 1:  Site, looking east
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Plate 4: Ditch 40, looking west

Plate 3: Pit 13, looking west
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