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SUMMARY

The Environment Agency has proposed the constmuaiioa new embankment and
lagoon as part of flood alleviation works to theteaf Longtown, Cumbria (NY 38912
68774). The scheme was considered to lie withirar@a of archaeological potential.
Consequently, Jacobs UK commissioned an archaealogatching brief on behalf of
their client, the Environment Agency, to be undegtaduring the preliminary phase of
geotechnical groundworks.

The watching brief was undertaken by Oxford Archegp North (OA North) in
January 2008. In total, eight geotechnical trids pvere excavated, comprising four
investigation pits for the boreholes and four hardavated trial holes. The pits and
holes were each excavated to a maximum depth o b&ow the existing ground
surface.

While no features, structures or deposits of arcloggcal significance were observed
during these works, a small assemblage of artefaete recovered from the topsoil
disturbed during hand-digging activity. These coisgnt a small group of potsherds
and a single prehistoric flint flake. The artefasesre unstratified and contributed little
significance to the understanding of the site. Niother archaeological work is
recommended.

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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1. INTRODUCTION
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1.3.2

1.3.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

The Environment Agency has proposed the constmuctb a new flood
alleviation scheme to the east of Longtown, CumbX 38912 68774; Fig
1). The scheme may potentially impact upon any igsuiny archaeological
remains. Consequently, Oxford Archaeology North (QMorth) were
commissioned by Jacobs UK, on behalf of the Enwvirent Agency, to
undertake an archaeological watching brief durimgliminary geotechnical
site investigation works. The work was undertaker28th January 2008.

L OCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

Longtown lies in the Esk Valley, 13km north of Gsld and 4km south of the
Scottish border. The underlying geology of the talasrea around Longtown
is made up of Triassic red and grey sandstonespaittings of grey mudstone
(Institute of Geological Sciences 1976). Longtovies Iwithin the Solway
Basin area, an area of relatively flat lowland kiech by the Cumbria High
Fells to the south and by the hills of the Scotttstrders to the north
(Countryside Commission 1998).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOL OGICAL BACKGROUND

Prehistoric Period: there is no evidence for Mesolithic activity arduthe
Longtown area, but contemporary material in Cumbdenes from the Eden
Valley, Shap area and the Cumbrian west coast (Clerd Cherry 2002).
Evidence for later prehistoric activity is more aown in the region, although
settlement sites that can be identified with anyatety are rare (Hodgkinson
et al 2000, 111). A complex of cropmarks shown on anaagiotograph to
the north of Longtown may represent prehistoridlegient remains. Field
boundaries or an enclosure, a small sub-oval featur enclosure and a
possible trackway have been identified (CCC 2008).addition, a Late
Bronze Age socketed spearhead was found in 195frawmel quarries near
Longtown (Hogg 1953, 205).

Roman Period: Longtown is situated approximately 10km north afdran’s
Wall, and the route of a north/south Roman roadb@boty ran through the
nearby area, which would have connected Carlistd wWie Roman outpost
fort of Castra ExploratunfCamp of the Scouts) at Netherby, 3km to the north.
However, no physical trace of this road has evembecorded, (Margary
1973, 456). A fourth century AD Roman coin was fdum Longtown in 1983,
although its exact findspot location is unknown (C£002), and there is little
other evidence of Roman activity in the close vtginof Longtown.

Medieval Period: there is circumstantial evidence that the Batfldmhuret,

took place about 0.75km south of LongtownciAD 573 (Miller 1975). The
identification of the site as that of Arthuret whst proposed by Skene,
supported by the possible derivation of the nameezfrby Carwinley from

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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1.3.4

1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

Car Gwenddoleuthe defeated pagan protagor(iGCC 2002, 4).The name
Longtown first appears in 1267, bengeton in the Calendar of Charter Rolls
(Armstronget al 1971). This was a reference to the death of theofathe de
Stutevilles, Johanna, Lady of the Manor of ArthyRbutledge 2000, 3). It is
thought that this early settlement was focused oWighael's Church in the
parish of Arthuret, 1km south of Longtowibi@l). At that time, Arthuret had
no capital messuages or properties, but it did havaill, a brewery and
several freehold tenanciabigl).

It is thought that the main focus of medieval setiént shifted north towards
the present day town after 1306, when a granting afeekly market and a
yearly fair on the feast of St Giles took placeisTiarket and fair was held on
the banks of the Esk, and was chosen to take amtyardf a river crossing
along the ancient route from Carlisle to Edinbufigid).

Longtown’s position within the ‘debatable lands’ntested by England and
Scotland meant that settlements in the area wegaiéntly raided in the later
medieval period. In 1528, many houses and bartiseirvicinity of Longtown
were destroyed, including at Netherby, Howend, émh Skarbanke and
Stubble pid).

Post-medieval Period: although there were only a dozen houses in Longtow
in 1688, built of clay and thatch (Routledge 208)),the village cattle market
was of considerable note, however, and rivalled dthaCarlisle (Bulman and
Frith 1959). A bridge over the River Esk was builtl756, superseding the
ford situated at the bottom of Esk Street (CCC 2802

In 1757, Longtown was the beneficiary of Reveremub&t Graham, who
inherited the nearby Netherby Estates through thefMLady Widdrington in
1757 (Routledge 2000, 4). The Reverend Graham lsmitacomprehensive
improvements of the Netherby Estates and draindtbasand acres of land
(ibid). Under Graham’s direction, Longtown was entiredpuilt and laid out
in a formal grid pattern with four principal streetunning east/west off the
main arterial spine. The buildings were set in wstteets in formal terraces of
two-storied, three-bay, cobble- and rubble-constdiclime-rendered houses,
with regular opening patterns of sash windows amral-panelled doors, all
under common slate roofs (CCC 2002, 5). This gavaegiown a strong
architectural unity that still characterises therao the present day. In 1861
the railway came to Longtown, with the opening lo¢ Waverley line. The
railway line that formed part of the network contiveg Carlisle, Edinburgh
and Berwick, closed in 1970 (Routledge 2000).

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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2. METHODOLOGY
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2.1.3
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WATCHING BRIEF

A programme of field observation recorded accuyatied location, extent and
character of any surviving archaeological featumesl/or deposits exposed
during the course of the excavation. The work cosepr the systematic
examination of any subsoil horizons exposed during course of the
groundworks, and the accurate recording of all a@ological features and
horizons, and any artefacts, identified during obestgon.

All groundworks on the site were conducted undenstant archaeological
supervision and comprised the hand-excavationpddib and natural geology
to a maximum depth of 1.2m. All exposed soil honzavere examined and
described, and spoilheaps were carefully checkedrfg unstratified finds.

A daily record of the nature, extent and depths gopbundworks was
maintained throughout the duration of the projéditarchaeological contexts
were recorded on OA Northjzro-formasheets, using a system based on that
of the English Heritage Centre for Archaeology. Armachrome and colour
slide photographic record was maintained througlamat, where appropriate,
scaled profiles were produced of archaeologicdlfea at a scale of 1:20.

ARCHIVE

A full professional archive has been compiled incadance with current IFA
and English Heritage guidelines (English Heritag®1). The paper and
digital archive will be provided in the English Heage Centre for
Archaeology format and will be submitted to the ISk Record Office on
completion of the project. Copies of the reportl\aiso be submitted to the
Historic Environment Record. The Arts and Humasifdata Service (AHDS)
online databaseOnline Access index of Archaeological Investigation
(OASIS) will be completed as part of the archivpitase of the project.

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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3. WATCHING BRIEF RESULTS

31

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

INTRODUCTION

Hand-excavation of the trial pits for the hand augeles and boreholes
proceeded to a maximum depth of 1.2m, and depaditsopsoil were

encountered immediately above natural geology. Ttyesoil varied in

thickness between each excavated pit, and theatagaology was markedly
different on the northern and southern sides ofgtawn Brook (Fig 2). The

eight trial pits were organised in two groups; thal pits dug for boreholes
(BH101-104) and those excavated as purely handittegventions (HA101-

104).

RESULTS

The table below shows the differing thickness qfstwl encountered during
the trial pit excavation. The table also includesads of the character of the
natural geology.

Trial Topsoil Natural Geology

Hole thickness

HA101 0.40m Weathered orangey-red sandstone
HA102 0.50m Reddish-brown boulder clay
HA103 0.50m Weathered orangey-red sandstone
HA104 0.45m Weathered orangey-red sandstone
BH101 0.35m Reddish-brown boulder clay
BH102 0.50m Reddish-brown boulder clay
BH103 0.35m Weathered orangey-red sandstone
BH104 0.35m Weathered orangey-red sandstone

Table 1: Summary of results

FINDS

In all, four fragments of artefacts were recovetkaing the investigation.
They were recovered from the topsoil deposits iflBi2a HA104, and BH103,
and all were unstratified. Three of the fragmergsovered were pottery,
whilst the fourth comprised a single piece of flint

All of the ceramic material recovered was nineteecéntury in date. The
sherds represent pearlware (2) and a glazed eardiner(1), and none of the

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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vessels represented can be dated with precisioaseTlinds are of little
significance to an understanding of the site.

3.3.3 The flint artefact comprised a primary debitagekdlavith a beach pebble
cortex on the dorsal face. Pronounced concoidaturas were evident on the
ventral face, radiating from the striking platformh the proximal end, and a
hinge fracture was present at the distal end ofvilidral face. The artefact
appeared to be unprepared and there was no evidémetouch, although it
was damaged along the majority of its edges. Thefact may conceivably
have been washed downstream to this location,sanddateable.

3.4 CONCLUSIONS

3.4.1 The watching brief recorded no archaeological flestustructures or deposits
during the course of monitoring the site invesimatworks. The artefacts
recovered were of limited significance, and adtelito the interpretation of
the site and of the Longtown area.

For the use of Jacobs UK, on behalf of the EnvirentAgency © OA North: March 2008
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Plan showing the location of the
geotechnical site investigation works



