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SUMMARY

Ask Property Development Ltd has proposed a schemeewéldpment (planning
application 47200) on the site of a former railvagtion on Knowsley Street, Bury
(centred on SD 8031 1039). The station was builthgy Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway Company in 1848, and acted as the maimnediary stop on a line between
Bolton and Heywood. The station originally compds& passenger facility with a
wooden station house, and a large goods yard. Ghout the 19th century, the
station expanded gradually, including the erectibseveral large warehouses within
the goods yard.

In July 2007, an archaeological evaluation of thegenger station was carried out by
Pre-Construct Archaeology, and comprised the exmavaf five targeted trenches.
This programme of work was intended to establish ghesence or absence of any
buried remains, assess their significance, andrmfn appropriate scheme of further
investigation to mitigate the ultimate loss of tleenains during the redevelopment of
the site. The evaluation revealed that extensiveetuemains surviveth-situ at a
shallow depth across the area for redevelopmenmns&pently, the Greater
Manchester Archaeological Unit, in its capacityamshaeological advisors to Bury
Metropolitan Council Planning Department, recomnezhdhat a programme of
further excavation was implemented to provide aaitkxt record of the buried
remains. In accordance with this recommendatiore8Cxlanagement, acting on
behalf of AskProperty Development Ltd, commissioned Oxford Aetiiagy North
(OA North) to undertake the excavation. This wasried in August 2007, and
culminated in a public viewing day during early &apber.

The area subject to archaeological excavation il necently been used as a car
park since the closure of the railway line and diéma of the station in 1971. The
position of the car park corresponded with the a@anerly occupied by the
passenger station, including the ‘Up’ platform as$ociated buildings, and sidings
and assorted outbuildings to the rear of the pilatfduildings. The excavation
revealed well-preserved remains pertaining to tmnetbpment of the station and, in
accordance with the archaeological condition a#dchio planning consent for
redevelopment, provided a detailed record of theeduremains in advance of their
ultimate destruction.

On completion of the archaeological fieldwork, @sessment of the dataset generated
from the excavation was carried out, which assetsegotential for further analysis
with regard to the project’s research aims. The@se corresponded to the objectives
laid out in the guidance documeManagement of Archaeological Projecind
edition (MAP 2; English Heritage 1991), and conelddhat the dataset had little
potential for further detailed analysis, althougk tesults merited a short publication
in an appropriate journal. Accordingly, a papett tianmarises the key findings from
the project has been prepared for publication élridustrial Archaeology Revievin
addition, an information panel that celebrates tben’'s railway heritage, and
provides an historical account of the Knowsley &ti@tation, has been produced for
permanent installation on the site.

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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1. INTRODUCTION

11 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Ask Property Development Ltd has recently submittedaampng application
(reference number 47200) to Bury Metropolitan BgtoCouncil for a mixed-
use development on a 1.5-hectares site situatedheneastern side of
Knowsley Street in Bury, Greater Manchester. Thettsrn portion of the
application area is the site of a 19th-centuryway station, which was
demolished in 1971 and the land redeveloped as jpack. The archaeological
significance of the former railway station was Highted in a desk-based
assessment of the site prepared in 2005 by Pret@onh#érchaeology (PCA
2005), which concluded that there was moderateigb potential for buried
archaeological remains of the station to sunivsitu.

1.1.2 In consideration of the desk-based assessment,Giteater Manchester
Archaeological Unit (GMAU), in its capacity as asawological advisor to the
Local Planning Authority of Bury Metropolitan Borghh Council, advised that
an evaluation should be carried out in advancesg€lbpment to establish the
presence or absence of any buried remains, and thgnificance. In
accordance with this recommendation, Pre-Constidnthaeology was
commissioned by AsRroperty Development Ltd to carry out a programrme o
targeted trial trenching across the site of thenfar station in June and July
2007. Well-preserved remains of the station bugdimnd associated goods
yard were revealed. Design proposals for the neweldpment do not allow
for the retention of the buried remains, which willimately be destroyed. In
order to mitigate the impact upon the archaeoldgiesource, it was
recommended that a detailed record of the buristhies should be compiled
in advance of construction work.

1.1.3 In July 2007, Oxford Archaeological North (OA Nortivas invited by Hyder
Consulting UK Ltd, acting on behalf of Cre8 Managearm Ltd and Ask
Property Development Ltd, to submit a costed ptogiesign to carry out the
required archaeological excavation. This allowedtfie@ excavation of a large
U-shaped trench, which was targeted upon the pa@hcstation buildings.
Following the formal acceptance of this projectigesand its approval by the
GMAU, OA North was commission by AsRroperty Development Ltd to
undertake the excavation. This was carried out iagust 2007, and
culminated with a public viewing day in Septemb@d?2.

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.3

13.1

SITELOCATION AND TOPOGRAPHY

The application site is situated on the eastera sfdknowsley Street, which
lies on the southern fringe of Bury town centrenfoed on NGR SD 8031
1039). The site comprises a rectangular block dl laounded to the north by
Angouleme Way, to the west by Knowsley Street, laypdailway lines to the
east and south (Fig 1). The northern part of theral/site was landscaped in
the late 20th century, and for the most part cos@sran open grassed area that
slopes down to the south-east; Knowsley Street Bésa height of
approximately95m above Ordnance Datum (aOD), falling to a heafh86-
7m aOD along the southern and eastern boundaries sibpe terminates at
the modern Metrolink railway lines, which form tleastern boundary of the
application site. The southern part of the site waisl recently used as a car
park, occupying an area of level land at the fddhe slope.

The car park covers3400nf, of which 2163 riwas subject to archaeological
excavation. The car park is bounded to the westanith by the high masonry
revetment walls of the bridge carrying KnowsleyeStracross the lines of the
East Lancashire Railway, and the access inclitleg@ar park from Knowsley
Street. The southern boundary of the applicatimisiformed by the railway

line, which runs along an inclined embankment &t ploint to allow the track

to pass over the Metrolink railway lines.

Study Area

Plate 1: Recent aerial view of the study area, ptiothe excavation

GEOLOGY

The site is located on Lower Coal Measure sandswwith overlying glacial
clays and gravels forming the predominant driftlggp of the Quaternary
Age. The deposits generally comprise both coheancg granular lithologies
ranging from sandy-gravels to sandy-gravely clagese drift deposits are
underlain by Westphalian Coal Measures of the Gafémus. They comprise
cyclic sequences of sandstone, siltstone, mudstatheironstones, seat rocks
and well-developed coal seams (Tonks 1931).

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

22
221

222

2.2.3

2.3
23.1

INTRODUCTION

The fieldwork undertaken followed the method staamdetailed in the
approved project desigiAppendix ), and was consistent with the relevant
standards and procedures provided by the InstatitEield Archaeologists,
and their code of conduct.

EXCAVATION

The modern surface was removed using a mechanicalator fitted with a
toothless ditching bucket operating under archapo#b supervision. The
same machine was then used to carefully defineettent of any surviving
walls, foundations and other remains, after whidh excavation was
undertaken manually.

All information was recorded stratigraphically onAONorth pro-forma
recording sheets with accompanying plans and sectidrawn at an
appropriate scale. A photographic record, both rmfividual contexts and
overall site shots from standard view points, wadeutaken with digital and
35mm cameras on archivable black-and-white priimh fas well as colour
transparency; all frames included a visible, graeldianetric scale.

The precise location of the trenches, and the iposidf all archaeological
structures encountered, was surveyed by EDM tackegnusing a total
station linked to a pen computer data logger. Tnmcess generated scaled
plans and sections within AutoCAD, which were thaubject to manual
survey enhancement. The drawings were generataa atcuracy appropriate
for 1:20 scale, and all information was tied irCtalnance Datum.

FINDS

A programme of artefact recovery was carried outdcordance with best
practice (following current Institute of Field Arabologists guidelines), and
subject to expert advice in order to minimise detation. Artefacts were
principally collected by hand from deposits, andcategories of material type
were retrieved without exception. All finds recoserduring the investigation
were lifted, cleaned, bagged and boxed in accomdanith the United

Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKI@irst Aid For Finds(1998) and

the recipient museum's guidelines. The finds hasenbanalysed by an OA
North in-house specialist, and are briefly discdsaesectiord.5.

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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24 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compileéccordance with the project
design Appendix ], and with the current UKIC (1990) and English itkage
(1991) guidelines. The paper, material, and diga@hive will be deposited
with the Bury Museum Archive within six months obrapletion of the
project, while a copy of this final excavation repwill be submitted to the
Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record (HERpies of the report
will also be forwarded to Bury Art Gallery, Museuamd Archives, Bury
Metropolitan Borough Council Planning Departmentd aconservation
Officer, and Bury Transport Museum.

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.1.5

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Introduction: a summary historical and archaeological backgrafr8ury is
presented in order to place the results obtainedh fthe archaeological
excavation into a wider context. The early periofithe town’s history are
largely omitted here, as they are of little direcnsequence to the present
study area. The historical background has been ednpargely from
secondary sources and the sequence of availalbbeitisiaps.

Early origins of Bury: the earliest known human activity within Bury date
the Bronze Age, and comprises a pair of collareas tand an associated
dagger from Bury Grammar School, and another cdlarn to the south of St
Mary's (Farrer and Brownbill 1911). There is no damce for settlement
subsequently until after the Norman Conquest. Thdiest documentary
reference to Bury occurs in a charter of 1189, @nlflary’s church dates from
the 12th century, although it was largely rebuiltthe 19th century (Dobb
1970). Bury’s market, first mentioned in 1440, ikely to have been the focus
of settlement, but excavations have demonstratedptksence of medieval
iron working in the eastern side of the town cenRecent archaeological
excavations on the eastern side of the town, homvéae demonstrated that
the area bounded by Rochdale Road and Butcherwaséargely agricultural
land during the medieval period (OA North 2008).

Post-medieval Bury:Bury was a small market town throughout the post-
medieval period, but provided a focus for settlemenhe upper Irwell valley,
and had an established wool spinning and weaviryisiny. The town
benefited greatly from the rapid growth of the tiexindustries in Lancashire
during the 18th century; the beginning of the ridethe cotton industry in
Bury can be traced to 1773, when the Peel familglbdished Brooksbottom
Mill calico printing works (McNeil and Nevell 200@4). The town was also
favoured as a stop-over point for travellers froraridhester on their way to
Clitheroe, Skipton and other destinations, and wstel of coaching inns,
hostelries and alehouses occupied the town’s maitkee. Destinations such
as Liverpool and Hull were served from Bury, anggular service ran twice-
weekly between Bury and Manchester (Dodd 1970).

The town’s transport infrastructure received a aerable boost with the
completion of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Camal1797, which
provided a link to Manchester, and to Liverpool the Bridgewater Canal.
The canal greatly facilitated the transport of bgthods, stimulating further
expansion of the town; Aikin (1795, 266) noted tHatiry had 2090
inhabitants in 1773, but by 1801 the populatioBofy had risen to 9,152.

During the second half of the 19th century, Burw darge-scale urban and
industrial development, reflecting the growth ofncashire as a textile-
manufacturing region of international repute; by19the town’s population

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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3.1.6

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

had soared to 58,029. A key component of this gnowmds the arrival of the
railways, and Bury developed an important role lwe tregional railway
network, reinforcing its historical reputation akeal transport hub.

The first railway station in Bury was built on Boft Road by the East
Lancashire Railway Company in 1846, who openede&uip the Irwell valley

as far as Rawtenstall (Whishaw 1842). This ledh® éstablishment of the
company’s headquarters in Bury, and in 1856 thekiycWells Locomotive

Works for the company (McNeil and Nevell 2000, 2bhe second railway
line in Bury was opened by the Lancashire and MarksRailway Company
on 1st May 1848. This ran between Bolton and Roehaéth a connection to
Manchester, providing Bury with connections to thation’'s network

(Marshall 1969).

THE RAILWAY COMPANIES

The development of the railways in the region wagsomplex process
involving the founding and amalgamation of numerocampanies. The East
Lancashire Railway (ELR) was formed in 1845 by ayamiation of the
Manchester, Bury and Rossendale Railway, and treckBlrn, Burnley,
Accrington and Colne Extension Railway. At the tioféhe inaugural journey
of the ELR in September 1846, the company’s statioBolton Street in Bury
was still a building site, and it was not completedil 1847. At that date, the
Liverpool and Bury Railway had been striking thrauBury from west to east,
and proposed to open a new station on John Staget Knowsley Street).

In 1846, however, the Liverpool and Bury Railwayagamated with the
Manchester and Leeds Railway, a larger companywhéxd opened a trans-
Pennine line between the two towns in 1841 (Well8&). The Manchester,
Bolton and Bury Canal was also amalgamated, aidadiliyn1847 the ensemble
restyled itself the Lancashire and Yorkshire Rayw@dYR). The LYR
expanded rapidly, amalgamating with the East LamnoafRailway in August
1859, and becoming one of the largest railway congsan the country (Nock
1969). In 1897, the LYR absorbed the West LancadRailway, consolidating
its monopoly of Lancashire’s railways. The LYR wasted for its trans-
Pennine expresses, linking Manchester and Liverpotii Leeds, Bradford
and York, and provided the critical link to the mial wealth of Yorkshire.
The Company also had considerable shipping inte@sthe north-west coast
and North Sea, owning 28 vessels (Wells 2006). Was coupled with an
immense freight business, an extensive commut&ranket and holiday traffic
to Blackpool and other destinations around MorecaBay. At its peak in the
1920s, the railway operated 291 passenger statio®®1 route miles of track,
and handled some 27 million tonnes of goods tradfid carried 93 million
passengers annually (Marshall 1970).

On 1st January 1922, however, the LYR amalgamai#d thhe London and
North Western Railway (LNWR), although this becapsat of the London
Midland and Scottish Railway (LMS) under the 1923 ouping.

Nationalisation followed in 1948, followed by a et of rationalisation and
modernisation.

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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3.3 KNOWSLEY STREET STATION

3.3.1 The earliest detailed plan of Bury is provided bgnBon’s Map of the Town
of Bury, produced in 1845, which shows the study area lagely
undeveloped land on the south-eastern fringe ofttlnn. Duke Street is
shown running north-west/south-east through the aithough the absence of
any buildings along this road suggests that it tmaye been speculative. The
next available survey of the area is that carrietilly the Ordnance Survey
(OS) in 1844-7, and engraved in 1850 (Plate 2)s Tmap similarly depicts the
site of the station as largely undeveloped, althotigg ELR line and Bolton
Street station is shown to the north-west. The map, however, superseded
almost as soon as it had been published by a ceediéion of 1851 (Plate 3),
which shows Knowsley Street station had been byithat date.

» .\
Bucdleys 1{111\ ed ‘ | T - ‘
e

Plate 2 Extract from the Ordnance Survey Old Ssaﬁe 1 mrle map, engraved in 1850

3.3.2 Knowsley Street station formed the main intermedstop on the LYR line
between Heywood and Bolton, which was completed April 1848
(Manchester Guardiari848). The LYR Company had commenced work on
Knowsley Street station in 1847, on the site eshbt originally by the
Liverpool and Bury Railway Company in 1845, althbugwas not opened to
the public until November 1848 (Wells 2006, 8)was referred to as Bury
Low Level, due to its position on a route that pasbeneath the ELR line
between Clifton Junction and Rawtenstall (by an éictiuly 1845, the two
routes were prevented from intersecting on the lJewsith the station
buildings set at a lower level to the surroundiagd. The east/west route of
the LYR and the north/south line of the ELR werewhver, linked via a
‘steeply graded and curved connection’, known a&sBhry East Fork. This

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008
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was located between Bolton Street and KnowsleyeSgtations (Plate 3), and
was opened to traffic in November 1848 (Mason 1975)

ik r ‘

] \
Plate 3: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 6”: 1enihap, 1851

3.3.3 The station had two platforms, one served by an lidp (on the north side of
the tracks, and taking trains south-eastwards tadMester), the other
platform served by a ‘Down’ line (south of the tkacand taking trains
westwards to Bolton). A small booking office wataahed to the Up platform,
which was accessed from Knowsley Street via a stpfriack; an entry in the
LYR Company Executive Minutes, dated 8th March 1848ntions that a Mr
G Thomson had been contracted to build a wooddiosthouse, at a total
cost of £240 (Wells 2006). The southern edge ofatteess track was bounded
by a stone wall, mounted on a high retaining walhjch encompassed the
station yard. The ‘Down’ platform was of an islafodm, as it was passed on
the southern side by two goods lines. The platforas accessible initially
only by crossing the main passenger lines, and blotis platforms were of a
low height (Plate 4). The Ordnance Survey map &118hows three larger
buildings to the north-east of the passenger stapoesumably representing
elements of the goods yard infrastructure. A newlda to carry Knowsley
Street over the railway lines was also built in 884n early view of the
bridge and part of the station is captured on ajranng datect 1850 (Plate
4). The station buildings are seemingly of a faglgnd design, although they
were almost certainly less architecturally impressi
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3.34

3.3.5

Plate 4: Artist’s impression of Knowsley Streetige and station, ¢ 1850

Between 1866 and 1888, the station was known afficas ‘Market Place’,
although contemporary accounts refer to it simgyBary Knowsley Street
(eg Middleton Albion1871). The station enjoyed a lavish service obulgh
trains to Liverpool, Wigan and the Lancashire coast the route was also
used heavily by trans-Pennine traffic avoiding Master (Nock 1969).

During the later 19th century and the early 20thtae/, Knowsley Street

station was remodelled and expanded in responsettothe passenger and
freight demands of Bury. The Ordnance Survey mapl&33 shows the

extension of the buildings along each platform, awedv buildings erected

along the eastern elevation of Knowsley Streetdarid’lhe goods yard is also
shown to have expanded considerably, and an abatdi been built to the

north (Plate 5), reflecting the importance of livwek traffic on the railway.

Abbattoi
attoir .

Station/

Plate 5: Aerial view of Bury in 1933, showing thati®n and abattoir to the north
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Plate 6: Extract from the Ordnance Survey Firsttieai 1:2500 map, published in 1893

3.3.6 The level of detail of the station complex showntloe Ordnance Survey map
of 1893 (Plate 6) is enhanced by a series of ergimg plans drawn up
between 1893 and 1944, which provide an invaluabkource detailing
elements of the site’s development. A plan from3,88r instance, provides
detailed proposals for improved access to the ‘DgMeatform, together with
some remodelling of the passenger facilities orptadorm (Plate 7).

Plate 7: LYR plan of 1893 (reproduced courtesyhef&reater Manchester Record Office),
showing proposed new access to the ‘Down’ platf@kiaB/4/290)
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3.3.7 The passenger station was accessed via a bookinaf Istreet level (Plate 8),
opposite the Town Hall, with steps descending ® ‘thp’ platform and the
ticket office, and a covered footbridge, erectedcii893, to the ‘Down’
plattorm. A covered inclined L-shaped gangway déafor wheeled
conveyances provided access to the booking hath fforther north along
Knowsley Street. The ‘Up’ platform housed the ma@menities for
passengers, including the left luggage office, @laroffice and toilet facilities;
both platforms had waiting rooms. Canopies wereteteon the passenger
platforms in at least three different stages. By1B90s, the length of the ‘Up’
platform had been increased to 230 yards, extendagiwards to a long,
narrow goods shed, the two structures divided ggads siding.

Plate 8: The entrance to the booking hall from Kelay Street in the 1950s

3.3.8 The goods facilities at Knowsley Street were amotigslargest in the region,
handling a considerable volume of trade, and refigcthe importance of
transport to the economic growth of Bury (Wells 800rhe goods yard could
be accessed via a long ramp that ran parallel towstey Street from Kay
Gardens, or via a steeper approach from KnowsleseGbpposite the town
hall. Extensive cattle wagon sidings were in pladge 1899, with pens to
provide temporary accommodation to cattle arrivimgthe Bury Corporation
Abattoir, immediately to the north of the statidrhe boundary of the goods
yard, and its attendant warehouses and sheds,daxteto the east of the
passenger terminal, as far as Heywood Street Sdddinket Street Bridge
spanning the widened yard by a set of four archibs. layout of the goods
yard at this time is shown on Ordnance Survey nmappand several
engineering plans dating to the early 1900s (P¥terhe volume of goods
traffic using the line by this time was a majorttaan a decision by the LYR
to construct another connecting line to the Manterds Bury line at Buckley
Wells. Known as the Bury Connecting Line, or theryBuoop, it opened to
goods traffic in November 1898, and was approvedptssenger traffic in
July 1899 (Marshall 1970, 70). It ran to the sootliKnowsley Street station,
enabling heavy goods traffic from Yorkshire andeelkere to reach Salford
and Manchester without the need to reverse at \emgisdge Junction.
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Plate 9: LYR plan of 1902 (reproduced courtesyhef®reater Manchester Record Office),
showing the goods yard infrastructure (A19/4/556)

3.3.9 The sequence of available plans show further expans the station complex
during the early 20th century, with several addisiibbuildings constructed
within the station yard the goods area, and maresliaid to the west of the
goods station. The narrow goods shed at the eastelof the ‘Up’ platform
was replaced irc 1912 by a large brick cotton warehouse (Plate i),
building notable for having a 40 ton electric oveat crane. By this date, the
station approach road from Knowsley Street wass@ to access the goods
yard.

Plate 10: LYR plan of 1912 (reproduced courtesthefGreater Manchester Record Office),
showing the proposed cotton shed (A19/4/270)

3.3.10 The station continued to develop following the L¥aRalgamation with the
LMS Railway Company in 1922-3, and particularly theods yard. This is
seen clearly on the LMS railway plans drawn upha 1930s (Plate 11) and
1940s (Plate 12), which show the proposed layodtfanction of some of the
station buildings and goods warehouses.
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Plate 11: LMS railway plan of 1936 (reproduced degy of the Greater Manchester Record Office),
showing the layout of the station buildings (A1980)

Plate 12: LMS railway plan of 1944 (reproduced desy of the Greater Manchester Record Office),
showing the layout of the station buildings (A1604/)
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3.3.11In the early 1960s, Richard Beeching's report oam Reshaping of British
Railways was published, which recommended a radical ovériohuthe
national network and wholesale closures of its -lns&ing branches and
duplicate routes. Consequently, in April 1967, teods depot and yard at
Knowsley Street were closed, although passengevicesr continued.
However, despite the efforts of local campaign#rs, station was de-staffed
and became an unmanned rail halt in September T9&9line was closed in
1970, and the abandoned Knowsley Street stationfinaléy demolished and
levelled in April 1971 after 123 years of serviégopd 2008, 13). Since then
the site has remained as open land, with the arbgect to archaeological
excavation being in use as a car park in recergsim

Plate 13: View along the ‘Up’ platform looking tovds Knowsley Street in the 1950s
(Bury Archive Service)

Plate 14: Knowsley Street station in September 18B8wing a gas light on the ‘Down’
platform, and the station canopies (Bury Archivevige)
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Plate 15: Dissembling the platform canopies on‘# platform in the summer of 1970, by which
date the buildings on the ‘Down’ platform had bewmtially demolished (Bury Archive Service)

Plate 16: Looking south-east along the ‘Up’ platfom October 1970, during the station’s final week
in service. Note the absence of the platform casBury Archive Service)
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Plate 17: The abandoned and derelict station in1,%hortly before demolition (Bury Archive Service)
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4. EXCAVATION RESULTS

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.2

42.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

INTRODUCTION

This section presents the results obtained fromathkaeological excavation.
In total, 2163rh across the site of the former station, and spedifi the
passenger terminal and associated buildings ofUttieplatform, was subject
to detailed excavation (Fig 2). This exposed wedisprved structural remains
pertaining to the development of the station, algiothe railway lines and
track bed had evidently been removed completelynduthe 1970s. The
surviving remains were recorded at a depth varpeigveen 0.20m to 1.39m
beneath the level of the modern car park surfac€®g8n aOD).

For ease of a coherent site narrative, the reqdise been compiled in
chronological order. In total, three principal pei$ of the site’s development
has been recognised (Phase 1 to 3), based on ghksref the excavation,
coupled with the available documentary evidencee fitst phase (Phase 1)
represents the initial construction of the statiothe mid-19th century with a
wooden station house. By 1891, the station hadredgzhand incorporated an
array of amenities (Phase 2), and an extensive gaad that subsumed the
land directly north and east of the passengerostatthase 3 represents the
decline and closure of the station in the late 2#htury, and its ultimate
demolition.

PHASE 1 (1848 - 66)

The natural geology comprised yellow-brown sandydiffused with sandy
gravel (13, which was exposed at a depth of 0.60m beneathntbdern
ground surface. The natural geology was sealed liigck ash depositL93),
which formed an interface between the clay andlliege material beneath
timber surface 26.

The original layout of the station comprised a waodtation house, a small
ticket office and two platforms. Each platform waw in height, measuring
2ft 6” (0.76m) above track level, with no bridgectass, other than across the
main lines. Access to the ‘Up’ platform was affatdeéia John Street by a
sloping path, and accompanied by a high stone niatai wall, which
encompassed the station yard.

Few, if any, archaeological remains of the wood&tian house survived,
although a surface of large, evenly laid oak tirsb@r26) was possibly
contemporary with its construction (Plate 18). Thmeber surface extended
along the northern side of the ‘Up’ platform (Fiy 8nd was sealed beneath a
surface of rectangular cobble setts2§ Phase 2, beloyy The surface
measured 6m long by 2.65m wide, and comprised astl®3 closely
positioned east/west-aligned oak timbers, each unegsbetween 0.10m and
0.15m thick. Some of the timbers were housed wittdnon-jointed flat
timbers, which were aligned north/south along tastern and western edges
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of the surface for an overall distance of 6m. Fenttraces of these timbers
were visible to the south-east, surviving as imgiess within the make-up
layers beneath the timbers. The make-up layer I\arg@mprised fuel waste
and ballast. This raised the possibility that temains represented track bed
make-up, although the close proximity of each timdnad lack of rail housing
cradle joints discounts this theory. However, thpar surface of many of the
timbers showed signs of wear, represented by shalhdentations, which
may have resulted from the effect human feet. Whtk in mind, the surface
perhaps represented a passageway associated watdsamnto the platform or
the original station building, although no strueluevidence of the building
survived. Conversely, it is possible that the tinsbiead been laid to provide a
solid foundation for the overlying cobble sett sud (25 Phase 2).

Plate 18: Timber surfac#26, possibly representing the earliest phase of taga, overlain
by a surface of cobble sett26)
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4.3

43.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

PHASE 2 (1866- 1940s)

The station appears to have undergone piecemeahsiqn and development
throughout this phase, which included the erectbmplatform canopies and
buildings along each platform, a Station Masteside (42, and a stable
block 179 at the eastern area of the station. Both platomere also
extended during this period, with additional builgs erected along the ‘Up’
platform @78. By 1893, access to the ‘Down’ platform was affent via a
covered footbridge over the tracks from the ‘Upatfilrm, and by a sloping
path from Knowsley Street. Other improvements dutims period included
the laying of a flagged yard 86) surrounding the southern side of the Station
Master’s house, and the laying of cobble setfbf along the eastern side of
the ‘Up’ platform buildings, which sealed timberface126 (Fig 3).

‘Up’ platform (178): although much of the original surface along thethern
part of the platform had been removed during ithaldion in 1971, elements
of a stone kerb observed beneath the modern faneerépresented the
vestiges of the platform edge (Plate 19). In addijtia large part of the
platform surface 78 survived in-situ at its south-eastern end (Fig 4),
although the extended section of the platform was exposed during the
excavation. Other remains included the foundatiohg€anopy piers 188,
representing an important development of roof desged in the construction
of station platform structures.

The platform edge comprised chamfered sandstonek®ldl90), each
measuring 1m long by 0.20m high (Plate 19). Theckdosurvived for a
distance of 23m along the north-western area ofsites protruding some
0.28m into the excavation area. The blocks wer@ated by the remains of
three seven-course high brick piet®l), set 4m apart and extending 0.64m
east/west along the edge of excavation (Fig 4). §fece between the piers
was filled with large amounts of fuel waste, reeatdat a depth of 1.5m,
serving as ballast. A detailed drawing of the platf wall dated 1893 shows
that the track beds were located 2ft 6” beneatipthigiorm kerb.

Plate 19: Stone block4 90 forming the eastern kerb of the ‘Up’ platform
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4.3.4 A small area of flagstones survived along the rerihpart of the platform,
close to the entrances into some of the statioldings (Fig 4), although for
the most part the northern flagged section wasnigagary, having being
removed after the station closed in 1970. Howeaek3m long section along
the southern part of the platform surviviedsitu (Plate 20). The flags each
measured on average 0.80m long by 0.45m wide, aare Vaid in a regular
pattern. They had been laid a mixed bedding ofkataey ash and demolition
debris comprising gravel and bricks, which had aimam thickness of 1.2m
above the natural geology.

Plate 20: View looking south along the remnantthef'Up’ Platform
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4.3.5 The natural clay geology was cut by seven columhstone and brick

4.3.6

4.3.7

construction, representing the remains of the fatinds (88 for the
canopies along the northern part of the platforrhe Tfoundations were
positioned 10m apart, and comprised square-shaperk Mbases, each
measuring 0.50fm
and surviving to a
height of 1.3m
(Plate 21). Each
brick base retained
a 0.48m sandstone
cap, measuring
0.25m thick, which
contained a 0.28m

diameter hole
housing an iron
pipe, which

provided a conduit
for rainwater from
the canopy to a
drain beneath the

foundation. No
canopy  supports
were present

within the flags at
the southern end of
the platform. Plate 21: Remains of a roof canopy pier supf@8

Platform buildings: the well-preserved foundations of station building
erected during the late 19th century were exposeitglthe excavation (Plate
22), including the footbridge/building foundatioh3@), ticket office (27),
goods clerk office ¥44), ladies waiting room (LWR) and WQA5%0 and152),
general waiting room (WRL55), left luggage officeX57), parcel office 160),
and a men’s toilet blockL64). All of the rooms were bordered by a three-skin
wide brick wall (03) with sandstone foundations, which formed the ezast
wall of the building along the northern part of ghlatform. The western side
of the building was bordered by a similar walPg).

The foundations of a rectangular-shaped buildir8§), aligned east/west, was
exposed along the north-western end of the excdvatea (Plate 23). The
position of building 138 corresponds with the Porter's Office shown on
historical plans. It measured 6.35m by 3.4m, anupresed four contiguous
walls (103 123 128 and140), each measuring between three and four bricks
wide. The walls comprised hand-made, mould-throwokl, each measuring
225mm by 100mm by 70mm, and bonded in light yel&hagrey mortar that
contained frequent charcoal and lime inclusionse ®ffice was divided by a
two-brick wide partition 139, thus forming two rooms. The southernmost
room contained a brick structure measuring 1.9nLldyn, which projected
0.45m from the north side of wdlR8 This possibly formed part of a pedestal
or structural support beneath the staircase anthridge entering the booking
hall.
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Plate 22: View along the foundations of buildingstbe ‘Up’ Platform

Plate 23: Foundation of buildin@38, used as the Porter’s Office in the early 1900s
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4.3.8

4.3.9

A LYR engineering plan of 1893 and Goad'’s insurapleen of 1900 indicate
the Booking Hall and Ticket Office to have beewa-storey structure (Plate
7). The Booking Hall was on the first floor, and svaccessed directly from
Knowsley Street (Plate 8), with steps providing tbate down to the ‘Up’

platform. The Booking Hall was also accessed vialashaped covered
footbridge of wood and iron construction that pds&ethe rear of the Station
Master’'s house. The ‘Down’ platform was accessea amother footbridge
from the Booking Hall. The Ticket Office was sitadton the ‘Up’ platform,

beneath the Booking Hall and the steps at platftewel. This layout is

consistent with that shown on the successive ergimg plans of 1936 and
1944,

The foundations of the Ticket Officd47) and the steps onto the platform
were exposed during the excavation (Plate 24).bthieling measured 13.5m
by 7.2m wide, contained within walls03 123 128 and 135 (Fig 4). Each
wall had a two-course high sandstone block foundativhich were generally
four of five bricks thick, consistent with a loaédring structure.

Plate 24:Excavated foundations of the Ticket Office on thg platform

4.3.10 Entrance into the Ticket Office was afforded via thorth-eastern side of the

building at ground floor level, represented by teenains of a 1.46m long
stone lintel laid across the surface of widlB The building was divided along
its entire length by a three-brick wide partitidi8(), which had been cut into
the natural geology. A further four east/west-adigrpartitions butted wall
131, which provided a ground floor layout of six subided rooms of varying

size. Two rooms, each measuring 3.60m by 3.10me Warated along the
western side of the building, with similar-sizedomes located along the
eastern side. An additional two smaller rooms eaehsuring 1.3m wide were
located along the eastern wing, and a 2.4m widmralong the western wing,
each positioned beneath the staircase leading fremBooking Hall. The

foundation of a bay windowlB0), projecting 0.60m from walfl23 possibly
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represented the platform side ticket office winddtmmeasured 2.08m long,
with angled walls bridging to the outer wall, prdwig a width of 1.02m.

4.3.11 Few internal features survived within the Tickefi€, although the remains
of a stone-flagged floorlB6) was exposed in the north-eastern room. The
surface survived over a distance of 5m by 2.0m, thedflagstones had an
average dimension of 0.72m by 0.58m, laid aboveedding layer of
compacted dark brown sandy-silt. Other featuretudsd two rectangular-
shaped brick structures located within two roonesi@lthe western side of the
building. The structures were angled between tlséeea corner of each room,
keyed into walll31, and probably represented the remains of firegla€ach
measured 1.40m by 0.60m, and contained internahb&es filled with gravel
and rubble. At some stage during the late 20thurgntthe booking hall
suffered a fire (Alan Taylor pers comm). Eviden¢dhis was represented by
scorching across the inner elevations within there¢éroom along the western
side of the building. Although the extent of theefion this occasion is
uncertain, evidence of possible fire damage wastiiieed within the Left
Luggage Office.

4.3.12 The Goods Clerk Office144) is shown on the 1936 and 1944 railway
engineering plans as a rectangular-shaped roonguneg some 6m by 5m. It
would seem that at some stage that the room wadisiged by a north/south-
aligned, one-brick thick wall across the centreéh&f room, although this had
been destroyed by the installation of a large modencrete man-hole (Phase
3). Entrance to the Goods Clerk Office was afforded the platform,
represented by the remains of a stone door jambflddo survived in the
room, although large amounts of fuel waste anddogiavel was exposed
above the natural geology across the room, presymegresenting a bedding
layer for the floor. This had been disturbed by thstallation of modern
drains, which connected to the man-hole.

4.3.13 The modern drains had also largely destroyed thmi® southern wall1(48),
the remnants of which survived as a 0.48m widepiaat. The vestiges of a
possible fireplace 149 were exposed in the northern face of the wall,
represented by a 1.3m long structure, measuring kwoks wide and
projecting 0.9m from wall48 The room is marked on an engineering plan of
1936 as the ‘Ladies Waiting Roont 0. The dimensions of the room were
identical to that recorded for the Goods Clerk €fi although no visible
entrance to the room survived. It would seem thabae stage the room was
sub-divided by a one-skin wide partition, tracesvbich were seen clearly in
the form of scars in the southern elevation of WaB The room’s southern
wall (151) measured 0.5m wide and survived to a height @, comprising
six courses of brick bonded with red speckled Imartar, laid in an English
Garden wall bond with a row of headers at its fatmmh. Wall 151 separated
the Ladies Waiting Room from the Water Closet. Moif or internal features
survived, although it is likely that the room hawhtained a fireplace.

4.3.14 The ‘Water Closet’ shown on the 1936 plan probgigytains to the Ladies’
Rest Room 152) attached to the Waiting Room. It comprised amarroom,
measuring 2.56m wide, which had been divided bya-gkin wide brick
partition (L54). The southern wall of the roomig3) measured 0.47m wide,

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008



Knowsley Street Railway Station, Bury, Greater Maaster: Final Excavation Report 29

and survived to a height of seven brick coursead, ilm an unusual bond of
various patterns of header and stretcher brickk dale on. The foundations
comprised stone blocks (Plate 25), which were bdntie the foundation
beneath walll23in the south-western corner of the room, suggestiwall of
fairly substantial, load-bearing capacity. The B®deneath walll53 were
well dressed, each measuring 0.57m long and 0.30rdepth, protruding
0.10m beneath the base of the bricks.

Plate 25: The southern wall$3) of the Water Closet, showing stone block fouradati

4.3.15 The ‘General Waiting Room’165), shown on the 1936 plan, was of a similar
size and shape to the Ladies Waiting Room. Howewaechaeological
evidence has indicated that the room had been relleddsubsequently,
implying that it had served a different functiontire later 20th century. These
alterations were likely to have taken place assalteof modification to the
Left Luggage and Parcels Office. Rodri5 measured 6m by 2.1m, with a
two-skin wide (0.23m) brick partitiorll66) forming the southern wall. Traces
of burnt timbers were retaineatsitu within the upper surface of the wall, and
along the southern walll$8) of the Left Luggage Office, suggesting a fire
may have occurred in both rooms.

4.3.16 The layout of the rooml&7) in the area marked on the 1936 plan as the ‘Left
Luggage Office’ had similarly been remodelled dgrthe later 20th century.
The surviving dimension of the room was identicalthe General Waiting
Room. The southern walll$8) survived to a height of 12 courses (0.90m),
laid on top of the natural geology. The upper stgfevas covered with a layer
of bitumen, bonded to a course of flagstones lacateng the southern edge
of wall 158 The flagstones measured 0.80m by 0.30m, and lpgpssi
represented the remains of an entrance into tha.roo

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008



Knowsley Street Railway Station, Bury, Greater Maaster: Final Excavation Report 30

Plate 26: Structurd59in the Left Luggage Office

4.3.17 A brick structure 159 situated to the immediate north of the flagstones
possibly represented the foundation remains ofreplace (Plate 26). The
structure survived to a height of 1m and measur&3mM long, projecting
0.90m into the room. It was surrounded on threessidy two-brick wide
walls, and a one-brick wide wall along its southedye, forming an interior
cavity measuring 0.39m wide. All of the componenthks were bonded with
light grey lime speckled mortar. Another singlerskvall had been inserted
along the southern edge of the partition, formingraller cavity at the rear,
although this had been in-filled with brick rubbléhis was sealed partially at
the eastern edge by a 0.42m wide square brick col@nsimilar-sized scar of
another column was visible along the western sifi¢ghe structure. If the
columns had been intact, they would have createecass above the brick
rubble infill, thus creating foundations for a larfire surround. It is therefore
possible that the fireplace had been intended &b the original waiting room
prior to its modification. A passenger recalls tfreezing winter of 1962-3
awaiting the 5pm Jubilee on a Saturday, of bitted{d afternoons, seeking
warmth in the waiting room complete with oak talled roaring fire (M
Crossley pers comm).

4.3.18 The excavated remains of the Parcel Office meas@nedy 6m, forming a
room that was larger than that shown on the 1936, phdicating it to have
been remodelled. Few remains that could be firnsigribed to the original
layout of the Parcel Office survived, although evide for an entrance was
identified in the north-west corner of the roomisTeomprised a 1.3m long by
0.24m wide door jamb, composed of two courses afiestwith each block
measuring between 0.05 and 0.07m thick.

4.3.19 The remodelled layout of the Parcel Office incogted a larger roonil60),
aligned north/south. Excavation demonstrated that foundations for this
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room survived largely intact, except for the southwall, which had been
destroyed entirely by the insertion of a modern esepipe. In addition, a
smaller room 121) abutted the southern side of wili8 Room121 measured
6.8m by 2m, aligned north/south, and comprisedetimentiguous walls16],
162 and163). Each wall was two-bricks thick, and incorporatedixture of
hand-made and machine-cut bricks, bonded with ygalenortar. The western
wall (161) survived to a height of nine courses (0.60m) abavsingle step
brick foundation. The western elevation of the waliained two rectangular
drain sockets, each measuring 0.30m by 0.20m ahdreeapart, which
survived in the western elevation. No internal dea$ survived, although
several flagstones located along the southern sfdeall 158 seemingly
represented an original floor level. The entiremowas filled with brick
rubble and burnt material.

4.3.20 The foundations of a rectangular-shaped ro@6¥)(were exposed along the
southern side of the Parcels Office, the positibavibich corresponded to a
men’s toilet block shown on the 1936 and 1944 ezwyimg plans. The toilet
block measured 7m by 6m, and had originally cori@ifour cubicles along
the eastern wall103), each measuring 1.9m by 1.28m, and two rows of
urinals along the southern and western walls; theals had been removed
subsequently, during its conversion to a ladidstiblock @.4.2 below.

Plate 27: Foundations of the toilet block showntlo& 1944 engineering plan

4.3.21 Access into the toilet block was gained from thetmavestern corner, via a
1.3m wide sandstone threshold, which was bordesedhb remains of a
curving brick screen wall. No internal floor suret, although the foundations
of several partitions were exposed (Plate 27). \W8B extended east/west
across the toilet block, abutting the northeti@(j and southern166) walls,
and bordering the western side of the cubicles.Wdlésurvived to a height of
two courses with a single brick step foundationd aomprised red frogged
bricks bonded with dark grey-black speckled morfarsimilar north/south-
aligned partition projected 1.2m into the room frovall 170, serving as a
second screen wall.
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4.3.22 Station Master’s housethe Station Master’s house is first shown on a LYR
engineering plan dated 1893, which shows it axmngular-shaped building
attached to the north-eastern edge of the boolatigdligned east/west across
the northern part of the station. The Station M&steouse was originally
three storeys in height, as shown on Goad’s ingarghan of 1900, with the
upper storey above Knowsley Street; it also coethia cellar (Plate 28). It
was separated from the street by a stepped ganigading to the footbridge
over the platforms. Cartographic evidence indicdtest the building was
extended to the north-west between 1893 and 1848,forming a new room
on the ground floor. The excavated footprint of lidding measured 10m by
4.65m, with the extension measuring an additiorain5(Fig 5).

4.3.23 The excavated remains included a celled(f, passagd 14, room108 and a
probable extensiorl$3 attached along the northern sidel68 The southern
wall (101 of the building was three-bricks wide, and thesigen wall (03
was four-bricks wide. The northern wallds/109 was only partially exposed.
Ground floor access into the building was affordes the west wall X03),
represented by a sandstone block door jamb.

Plate 28: Excavated remains of the Station Masteosse
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4.3.24 Cellar 100 measured 4.65m long by 3.89m wide, and comprideitewashed
brick walls 101, 103105, and106, and a stone-flagged floot@7). The walls
comprised hand-made bricks, each measuring 240mi26ypnm by 70mm,
laid in English Garden Wall bond and set in sofgyglime mortar (Fig 6).
Access to the cellar was afforded via a doorwagtied in the western corner
of the room (Fig 6). The remains of a cellar lighthdow, measuring 1.11m by
0.81m and 0.43m deep, were identified in the ceoitrithe south-eastern wall
101 (Fig 7). It comprised a sandstone slab, bordengdatone-skin wide
blocking wall, thus creating a 0.12m ledge insite toom. The narrow wall in
turn bordered a stone flagged drain some 0.40meabw ledge, which drew
water away from the cellar. A 0.25rdrain was located in the centre of the
flagged floor.

4.3.25 The remains of a fireplac&@4) survived within the south-western wallogd),
and a stone foundation that possibly housed a vimiéer was located in the
north-eastern corner of the room. The material iiaat been backfilled in the
cellar during demolition included a mangle, a geszler, and fragments of
19th- and 20th-century kitchenware pottery. Théacellso contained 1m long
chains fixed at regular intervals along the instlvation of each wall, some
0.60m above the floor.

4.3.26 A 2.14m wide passagéd 14 was located along the eastern edge of c&bay
betweenl100 and room108 The sides of the passage were formed by walls
106 and 112 which were each two-bricks thick. A 1m long bp@n wide,
brick-lined hollow structure 147) oriented north/south, was located to the
south of room114, which may have provided support for the base of a
stairwell along the outside of the building

4.3.27 The eastern part of the building, measuring?4froom 108, did not
incorporate a cellar. No floor survived in the rqowith natural sandy-clay
exposed at a depth of 0.38m beneath the uppensugwourse of the eastern
external wall £10). Wall 110 was three-bricks wide, and was keyed into wall
103 The northern walll09 measured two-bricks (0.40m) wide, and survived
to a height of 0.38m. The remains of a probablepface, represented by two
narrow brick piers each measuring 0.30m wide ahnd 2 apart, projecting
0.60m from the wall, survived in south-facing eleva.

4.3.28 A flagged floor surfacel(r5), located east of roorh08 possibly formed the
internal ground floor surface of an extension te Btation Master’'s house.
Each flagstone measured on average 0.80m longgynOwide, and were laid
onto the natural sandy-gravel geology. They wemgldr@d on three sides by
brick walls (L10, 145 and146) constructed from a mixture of hand-made and
frogged bricks married with compacted grey-whitertaig which enclosed an
area measuring 5.40m long 4.55m. Its southern (#4#) butted the eastern
edge of wall101/111 It is therefore probable that this part of theldog
(143 represented an extension to the property undamtakmetime between
the early to mid-20th century. Entrance to the rawas probably accessed via
the southern walll46), and whilst no remains of a doorway survived esal
flags were positioned across a 1.2m gap in the ataground floor wall level,
suggesting its general locality.
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4.3.29 Stables (179):a row of buildings against the eastern revetmeait of the
station is shown on railway engineering plans fratmleast 1893, and are
identified as a stable block. This is also showrhistorical maps to have been
expanded during the mid-20th century across a fiosmaller structures.

4.3.30 The excavated remains of the stable blaEk9 comprised a large building
measuring 18.6m by 7.45m, with additional strucusituated at the northern
(180 and southern181) ends of the main block (Fig 8). The walls comguis
machine-pressed bricks, and had a single-brick &tepdation. The main
block was divided into three rooms of varying s{®ate 29). The largest
room, occupying the northern side of the buildinggasured 10m long by at
least 3.8m, although the eastern wall was not eeghoBhe southern part of the
building contained two smaller rooms, each meagusibm by 3.12m.

Plate 29: The excavated remains of stable bibtk

4.3.31 The earliest phase of construction was observetlirwithe largest room,
which contained a wooden float&4). The floor comprised two rows of 15 re-
used railway sleepers, each measuring 1.8m by Q.2@nch were laid
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east/west and set onto a 0.25m thick bedding lajexsh and clinker. The
sleepers continued beneath the foundation leviieofvestern wall, indicating
that they predated the wall, and were presumaldpaated with an earlier
building. Floor 184 was overlaid subsequently with concreid3), which
served as a bedding for a cobble set surfa&?)( representing the later
ground floor level of the southern rooms in thdding.

4.3.32 The remains of other wooden sleepers were expasédet north {80) and

south (81) of the main block, recorded at a similar depthHlasr 184. The
sleepers within northern roo80 extended 5m up to the eastern and western
limits of excavation, and 2.75m north/south, andrtay a brick-lined culvert
that contained a ceramic drain. No evidence oftheller building attached to
the main stable block shown on the 1944 LYR engingeplan survived,
suggesting it had been removed sometime betweemmille to late 20th
century.

4.3.33 The surviving sleepers within roo81 were recorded over a distance of 2m

by 1m, and were aligned north/south (Fig 8). Ttag pf the stables had been
altered systematically with few wall alignments\suing, although part of a
brick-lined culvert {87) sealed beneath two sleepers at the southernfehd o
room, suggested contemporary construction as tmesflin179 and180. The
culvert was contained within wallk85 186, and141, each measuring two-
bricks thick, made from a mixture of hand-made arathine-pressed bricks.

4.3.34 Yard areas:a flagstone surfacel6), surviving across an area measuring

4.8m by 2.5m, was exposed between the southernosittee cellarl00 and
the eastern side of walld3 Each flagstone measured 1m by 0.8m, and had
been evenly laid on a bedding layer of ash andecsd

4.3.35 Cobble surfacd25extended north/south over a distance of at leadb&mby

4.4

44.1

4.4.2

3m wide, forming a corridor to the rear of the foah buildings. The cobbles
abutted the southern edge of flagstone surfe@® It is probable that the
surface continued further south, although it mayehbeen laid to provide
passenger access to the waiting rooms. The cobbtaeprised irregularly laid
square and rectangular cut blocks measuring bet@eksnt to 0.20m and
0.20m by 0.10m to 0.30 by 0.15m.

PHASE 3 (LATE 1940s - PRESENT DAY)

It would seem that there was little developmenthef station during the post-
war period, although some building work was undema including the
conversion of the men’s toilets to ladies toileit§4), and the construction of a
new men’s toilet block1(68). The station finally closed in 1970, and its ksc
removed in October of that year. The derelict bodd were finally
demolished in 1971, and the site was resurfaceld tatmac and eventually
used as a car park.

At some stage during the later 20th century, blé64 had been extended
2.4m south and converted into a ladies toilet bladth the removal of the
urinals and a further two cubicles installed aldhg eastern wall (Plate 30).
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4.4.3

4.4.4

The dimensions of the extended toilet block meakdim by 6m. All of the
new walls comprised machine-pressed bricks, ance vieree-bricks wide,
attached to the southern edges of wafl8 in the west, and03 in the east.
The southern edges of these walls were keyed imemaexternal wallX67)
which survived to a height of nine courses (0.9lm)ve a single-brick step
foundation. Access into this new section was cotatenternally via wall
166. The upper surviving courses of the walls wereadaliby a floor surface
comprising a mixture of concret&20 and wooden parquet19).

Plate 30: Extension of (former men’s block) lackesl gentlemen’s toilets

The extension to the ladies toilets coincided wita construction of a new
men’s toilet block 168, which measured 7m by 5m (Fig 9). The complete
footprint of the block survived, and comprised thexternal walls1(72, 173
and 174 two single-brick thick partitions169 and 122) serving as screen
walls. Access from the platform was via a doorwaythee north-western
corner. The urinals were located along the southerd western walls,
represented byn-situ stone gullies. A row of five concrete floored atlbs,
each measuring 2m by 1.3m, were located alongdktem side of the room,
abutting wall (74). The sinks had been located along eastern sidineof
screen wall.

Following the demolition of the station buildings1971, a cobbled courtyard
(192, comprising rectangular granite blocks measutiegween 0.15m to
0.20m long and 0.08m to 0.10m wide, was laid acties®astern and southern
parts of the site. The courtyard sealed a layedeawholition material, which
contained several items relating to the statioe|usling the ‘Up’ platform
departure sign (Plate 31), and part of a distamgeak point (Plate 32). The
natural clay geology was exposed by excavationagg@h of 0.58m beneath
the cobbles.
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5. CONTENTS OF THE ARCHIVE

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

STRUCTURAL AND STRATIGRAPHIC DATA

Quantification: the context record generated by the excava#@péndix 2
can be sub-divided in broad chronological termlgws:

Phase 1 (1848-1866) 4
Phase 2 (1866-1940s) 63
Phase 3 (Late 1940s - present day) 26
Total stratified contexts 93

The archive of primary field drawings and photodr@pcomprises the
following:

Multiple context plans 20
Single context plans 5
Sections 1
Monochrome contact 200
Colour slides 122
Digital images 382
THE ARTEFACTS

The excavation produced only a few artefacts, aedd were derived entirely
from recent demolition deposits, and of little aeblogical value. The most
interesting objects were recovered from the bdekfilmaterial within the

Station Master’s house, and included a gas coo&englto the 1950s (Plate
33), and fragments of an Acme mangle of a similkaedPlate 34). These
artefacts were recorded on site, but were notrrethi

A small group of finds was recovered from demofitimaterial137, in the
Booking Office (127). This included fragments of pottery, clay tobagdoe,
buttons, and part of a ceramic fuse box. The pottemprised two fragments
of a light brown stoneware ginger beer bottle, imgathe trademark ‘M
Pomfrey’, a firm based in Bury, and a dark browazgld red earthenware tea
pot lid. The assemblage of clay tobacco pipes cae@r22 fragments, mostly
represented by stems of varying sizes, althoudgast five identifiable bowls
were present. Of these, two bowls were decoratdd Wiliage along the
moulded seam, a style typical of the 19th-centupgmakers in Manchester
(Jung 2003). A metal button and a small plasticssifeutton were both of a
probable 20th-century date. Of interest was a heg@atinated copper penny
dating to 1799, minted during the reign of GeoirgeThe coin was recovered
from the bedding material beneath the ‘Up’ platfditags along the eastern
side of the platform buildings.
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5.2.3 The remainder of the finds assemblage included rainTDepartures’ sign
(Plate 31), and part of the distance signal arnatéPB2). The latter was
composed of pressed steel, indicating it to haes lné a late date.

Plate 31: ‘Up’ platform departure sign

Plate 32: Distance signal arm recovered from a ditina deposit

Plate 33: Gas cooker from the backfill of Plate B4agment of a mangle from the backfill
the Station Master’s house of the Station Mastensse
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6. CURATION AND CONSERVATION

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2
6.2.1

6.3
6.3.1

6.4

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

RECIPIENT MUSEUM

Bury Museum has been nominated as the ultimatesitepy for the finds:

Bury Art Gallery, Museum and Archives
Moss Street

Bury

BL9 ODR

Tel: 0161 253 5878

Arrangements were made with the museum pritnied commencement of the
excavations for the deposition of the complete aitehive, and the museum
curator has acknowledged her willingness to acteparchive.

CONSERVATION

There are no conservation requirements.

STORAGE

The complete project archive, which will irsduwritten records, plans, black
and white and colour photographs, and artefactl, bei prepared for long-
term storage following the guidelines set outEmvironmental standards for
the permanent storage of excavated material froomageological sitegUKIC
1984, Conservation Guidelines 3), aflidelines for the preparation of
excavation archives for long-term stora@ygalker 1990).

DISSEMINATION

The complete results obtained from the archaeddbgiovestigation at
Knowsley Street railway station are incorporatedthis final excavation
report. In addition to Ask Property Development,Lddpies of the report will
be forwarded to Bury Art Gallery, Museum and Aragy Bury Metropolitan
Borough Council Planning Department and Conseraabdficer, the Greater
Manchester Historic Environment Record, Bury Tramsuseum, and the
East Lancashire Railway.

In order to disseminate the results obtained frame tarchaeological
investigation to a national audience, a summarthefkey findings has been
synthesised into a short academic paper, which lesn offered for
publication in the Industrial Archaeology Reviewthe journal of the
Association for Industrial Archaeology. A synopsfshis publication paper is
presented itsection 8below.

An illustrated historical account of the statiomgluding data and photographs
generated during the archaeological excavationalsmsbeen presented in the
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Spring 2008 edition oELR News the magazine of the East Lancashire
Railway Preservation Society. This publication laawide readership in the
Bury area, and will disseminate news of the arcluggeal excavation to the
local railway interest groups.

6.4.4 In addition, text and illustrations have been pimtlifor incorporation on an
information board. This is to be installed permadheron the site to
commemorate the heritage and archaeology of timeefiostation.
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7. DISCUSSION

7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.2

7.2.1

INTRODUCTION

In 1961, a campaign to save from demolition thet&usArch, an iconic
monument of the Railway Age, was a significantdadh the development of
Industrial Archaeology as a distinct discipline i8on 1976). Despite being
unsuccessful in its primary objective, the campaiggulted in a widespread
recognition of railway structures as an immensehagological resource
(Morriss 1999, 10). The loss of a considerable pdrthe nation’s 19th-
century railway infrastructure a result of industridecline and the
implementation of Richard Beeching’s recommendationthe 1960s has, to
an extent, been counteracted by the publicationcaintless illustrated
historical accounts of former railways, and the eyjaace of numerous local
railway interest groups. However, very few detaileadchaeological
investigations of former railway buildings have beearried out and, as
highlighted in the curremArchaeological Research Framewdid the North
West there is an urgent need to record structural iesni@om the industrial
and modern periods as a research initiative (Newaman\VicNeil 2007).

The excavation of Knowsley Street station was thst farchaeological

excavation of a 19th-century railway station to éndneen carried out in the
region, and as such can be considered as a séddyphe development of a
LYR passenger station, based on the results olotdroen the excavation and
associated research. The excavation has also pa@d/aluable opportunity
to study an important element of Bury’s rich trams$geritage, and allow the
local population to view and appreciate this reseur

| MPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RAILWAYS

The introduction of the railway ‘must surely beesshed one of the greatest
blessings ever conferred on the human race’ (Whists8B42). The
development of railways certainly proved to be gomfactor of the economy
of Victorian England, and brought immense change$é size and layout of
towns and transformed the architecture of industnng rural areas (Gwyn
2002, 16). The birth of the railway infrastructunethe North West may be
traced to 15 September 1830, ‘perhaps the most rkala day in
Lancashire’s history’, when a railway was openetiveen the expanding
cities of Liverpool and Manchester (Aspin 1995, .23his provided an
alternate transport system to the congested andneike canal and river
navigations (Greene 2002, 26), and stimulated nidestrial development of
manufacturing towns throughout Lancashire by pnogica cheap and rapid
means of transporting raw materials and finishexlpcts across the country.
The transportation of goods was particularly imaottto the LYR, which was
noted for ‘offering every facility for the transmisn of coal and other articles
to Liverpool, Bury, Manchester and other towns’ (iMax 1854, 586).
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7.2.2 The railways also provided a cheap form of transpor passengers and,
following the Acts of 1844 (that led to the ‘Pantiantary’ trains) and 1883
(the ‘Cheap Trains Act’), offering for poor peoplee first opportunity to
travel any real distance; travel was no longer pherogative of the rich
(Morriss 1999, 9). One important consequence wagtbwth of commuting,
with the resultant development of the suburbs atellge towns.

7.2.3 Railways themselves grew into large-scale industrerstly, large numbers
of people were employed in their construction; B42-8, approximately
1,000,000 men were employed directly or indireatiyrailway construction
(Holland 1976, 110). Locomotive sheds and coalirggilities, and
manufacturing works capable of building and repairiocomotives and
rolling stock, were also crucial to the railwaysheT LYR had its own
locomotive and rolling stock workshops, initiallyf #iles Platting and
Newton Heath in Manchester, and latterly at Horwi€hrton 1962). One of
the oldest surviving railway workshops, however, tie Buckley Wells
locomotive works in Bury, opened by the ELR in 1886d is now designated
a Grade Il Listed Building (McNeil and Nevell 20(X,).

7.2.4 The Buckley Wells locomotive works was designedeplace a small engine
shed/locomotive works, known at the Bury Engine d&ghevhich was
considered by the ELR as ‘unsatisfactory’. Thidyeangine works had been
built by the ELR in the 1840s for its engines warkion the line between
Manchester, Bury and Rawtenstall, and comprisetnals timber building
alongside the ‘Up’ line at Buckley Wells. The neacdémotive works was
erected adjacent to the Bury Engine Shed, and deetpra boiler-maker’s
shop, smithy, brass foundry, offices, stores, amgire house (Wells 2006,
12). The works was extended during the 1860s,atlg the take-over of the
ELR by the LYR, and further alterations were catreut during the 1870s.
Bury Engine Shed was also rebuilt during the 18a0sl, the original timber
structure was replaced by a brick-built buildindpeTlocomotives works were
closed at the end of 1887, as a direct result efntéw facility at Horwich
opening Railway Timesl888), and Buckley Wells became a carriage repair
and maintenance works. In 1914-5, the works wasodefled again to an
electric car depot, which served the rolling stotkise on the Manchester to
Bury line (Wells 2006, 12).

7.2.5 Another important element of railway infrastructungas the goods
warehouse, and notable examples of these strudures’e across the region
(Ashmore 1969). These include the Liverpool Roadti® Warehouse in
Manchester, built in 1830, which has the accolaidbeing the first railway
warehouse in the world (Taylet al 2002, 17). The LYR prided itself on its
freight services, and attempted to ensure that thene adapted to suit the
particular requirements of the districts it servéyhified by the special
warehouses that were built at numerous stationatéSand Waters 1971, 5).
Knowsley Street station, as the largest goods yaBury, had several large
warehouses, including the grain warehouse anddtiercwarehouse of 1912
(A19/4/270), although these have all been demdlishiEhe Castlecroft
Warehouse in Bury, however, still survives. Thisveailt in 1848 by the East
Lancashire Railway, and presently houses the BuapSport Museum.
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7.3
7.3.1

71.3.2

7.3.3

STATION ARCHITECTURE AND LAYOUT

The development of the railway system usheredneva type of architecture.
In broad terms, the design of passenger statioesepted engineers and
architects with considerable problems, largely leyd were no precedents;
the station was entirely a new invention of théways, as the concept of a
special and specific place at which passengersdgouichase tickets, await
their transport, and get on board was alien to ltaaud wagon passengers
(Morriss 1999, 110). Hence, the layout of statisras peculiar to the nature
of railways themselves and represented a respanse dpecific challenge
(Cossons 1975, 393). The essential components pasaenger terminal,
comprising a booking office, waiting rooms and &ltsred platform, were
incorporated in Manchester’s Liverpool Road statdri830, which has the
distinction of being the oldest surviving statiam the world (McNeil and
Newman 2006, 175). Most stations built subsequemmigluding Knowsley
Street, provided these basic facilities, although drchitectural styles chosen
for the buildings and structures that housed thamed enormously between
different companies (Morriss 1999, 117). The evatembtained from the
excavation has also indicated that the architecgiyde of Knowsley Street
station also varied slightly over time, the greatsolution perhaps being
from the documented wooden station buildings teséhof brick construction
with stone foundation, and latterly entirely briol#t structures.

Intermediate stations such as Knowsley Street wérevery conceivable
variety and style (Ashmore 1969, 195). The architec of some station
buildings in the mid-19th century favoured a neassical style, such as those
at Huddersfield (designed by JP Pritchett, andtedem 1847-50), Stoke-on-
Trent (designed by RA Stent), and Monkwearmouttsifieed by J Dobson,
1848). Tudor-style architecture was applied at &hbeiry and, most notably,
at Carlisle Citadel station in 1847 (designed by \8illiam Tite), whilst a
Jacobean style was applied to numerous smalleorstatsuch as Maldon in
Essex and Stone in Staffordshire (Cossons 1975). 3agowsley Street
station, however, conformed to vernacular railwagh#decture, which was
characteristic of the LYR (Nock 1969).

Knowsley Street station was certainly not as imgkesarchitecturally as the
ELR station on Bolton Street in Bury, which compdsa three-storey office
building with a stone plinth and elaborate cladsiceatment in stone of
windows and doorways, reflecting the importancéhef building to the town
(Ashmore 1969, 196). However, this station alsoviged the company
offices for the ELR, and their standard layout @itisns comprised a simple,
single-storey range of buildings, including a beakioffice, waiting rooms,
station master’'s office, porters’ room, and a smwadliting room on the
opposite platform. The restored station at Ramehotprovides a typical
example of 19th-century ELR station (Plate 35)halgh the platform
canopies were only recently installed, having besacated from Atherton
and Castleton stations (East Lancashire Railwagdpvation Society 2008,
76).
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7.3.4

7.3.5

7.3.6

Plate 35: The restored Ramsbottom station on tret Eancashire Railway

Many stations built during the mid-19th century fady a single platform for
both up and down trains, as it was considered lyescailway companies
undesirable for passengers to have to cross tles.lifhe Liverpool Road
station and the original Victoria station of 1844Nlanchester, together with
Reading and Slough (designed by IK Brunel), Cang®id(1847),

Huddersfield (1847-50), and Francis Thompson’siagtat at Derby and
Chester (1847 and 1848 respectively) are all exesnpf this type (Cossons
1975, 395). The Great Western Railway in particieas noted for often
installing platforms on one side of the stationmstimes with separate
buildings for trains running in different direct®n(Morriss 1999, 114).
Knowsley Street station, however, had two platforfram its inception,

although passengers were required initially to £rtdge lines to reach the
‘Down’ platform. By the second half of the 19th tety, however, it had

become common to have more platforms, including fdatforms that might

be used for goods traffic. This was certainly tlasec at Knowsley Street
station (Plate 36), which is shown to have adopay platforms by the late
19th century, reflecting the importance of the gogdrd.

The Station Master's house often formed an imporfzart of the station

structure (Ashmore 1969, 197). These were frequénib-storey structures,
with the first floor providing living accommodatidor the station master and
his family, above the ticket office and waiting negMorriss 1999, 120). The
relatively large size of the three-storey statioastar's house at Knowsley
Street reflects the position of the station beltneet level. This highlights the
significant engineering challenges presented bydmstruction of the station,
and the extent of the earth-moving works that wegglired.

The masonry arch bridge that carried Knowsley $taeeoss the railway was
characteristic of its period; the type persistetil tine 1860s and 1870s, when
fabricated girders began to be used extensivelg,anthe end of the 19th
century almost all bridges were being built in wgbtiiron or steel (Cossons
1975, 384-5).
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74

7.4.1

71.4.2

7.4.3

Plate 36: The bay platform between the ‘Up’ platfioand the goods shed in the 1950s
(Bury Archive Service)

SIGNIFICANCE OF KNOWSLEY STREET STATION

Like many towns in Central Lancashire, Bury sawidapdustrialisation from
the late 18th century, particularly as the textigustry developed. The influx
of other industries, including paper making, tagniforging and engineering
necessitated a robust transport infrastructure. 3igaeificance of railway
building in the national economy at this time wastls that the railway
industry could be regarded as a major factor irem&ning the cyclic
movements of the economy (Cossons 1975, 375-6)s¢tafl969) argued
that ‘to estimate the effect of the railway upoe focial and economic life of
a town such as Bury...would be extremely difficulthdeed, it would be
impossible to quantify the impact of Knowsley Stresation on Bury,
although there can be little doubt that it was gnisicant factor in the
economic development of the town during the la@hTentury.

Knowsley Street station was completed in 1848, pleak year in the

enormous boom in railway building when 1,253 midédrack were opened.
Documentary evidence has indicated that the odigitadion building was of

wooden construction. Other stations, including tfemer Manchester

Central, were similarly equipped with temporary w@en buildings that were
intended for use until something more substantmllct be erected. Some
railway companies, such as the Garstang and Knott Eailway, never

accumulated sufficient capital to build anythincgheat than wooden and
corrugated-iron shacks, although larger companiek ss the LNWR opted
for wooden buildings in the later 19th century, lsas Droylsden (Ashmore
1969, 195-6).

From 1874, the LYR acknowledged that capital investt was required
urgently in the form of new carriages, locomotiviggilities and, above all,
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new and improved stations. A long catalogue of mewks was carried out
between 1880 and the turn of the century, includimg reconstruction of
Manchester Victoria, Liverpool Exchange, Blackbamd Bradford Exchange
stations (Nock 1969, 41). The piecemeal remodelbgknowsley Street
station is implicit from the sequence of availakddway engineering plans
from 1893, coupled with the evidence obtained ftbmexcavation.
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8. PUBLICATION SYNOPSIS

8.1

8.1.1

8.2

INTRODUCTION

A text has been prepared suitable for publicatismagournal article in the
Industrial Archaeology Reviewlhe text will be supported by a number of
graphics, comprising drawings and photographdustiate the evidence, and,
where appropriate, interpretative phase drawings. article aims to present a
high degree of integration between the structuraligraphical history of the
site, and the documentary evidence. The followimgtien represents a
breakdown of the publication paper.

OUTLINE SYNOPSIS

1. Introduction

1.1  Site location
1.2  Circumstances of project

2. Background

2.1 Short history of the development of transpdriastructure in Bury

2.2 Summary history of the Lancashire and YorksRa#lway, and other
railway companies

2.3  Development of Knowsley Street station
3. The Archaeological Investigation

3.1 Brief description of the structures encounterelliring the
archaeological investigation

4. Discussion

4.1 Chronological and technological discussion

4.2 Thematic context

Bibliography
Acknowledgements
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

Oxford
Archaeology

July 2007 North

KNOWSLEY STREET STATION,
KNOWSLEY STREET,
BURY,

GREATER MANCHESTER

Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1893

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION:
WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESIGATION

Proposals

The following written scheme of investigation i$exdd in response to a
request from Rachel Morse, of Hyder Consulting, &r archaeological
excavation in advance of the proposed developménarml at Knowsley
Street, Bury, Greater Manchester.
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1.
11

11.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.2

1.2.1

BACKGROUND
CIRCUMSTANCESOF PROJECT

In November 2006, Ask Property Development LLP siifewh a planning
application (reference number 47200) to Bury Mettid@n Borough Council
for mixed-use development of a site off Knowslege8t, Bury (centred on SD
8031 1039). The site covers some 1.5 hectares,cantprises a roughly
rectangular block of land bounded to the north bygduleme Way, by
Knowsley Street to the west, and by railway lineshte east and south. After
1848, the site was occupied by the Knowsley StRaglway Station, which
was expanded and remodelled in several episoddslO@0, when it finally
closed as was demolished.

In order to secure archaeological interests, thastant County Archaeologist
for Greater Manchester recommended that a conditenplaced on the
planning permission, which allowed for an archagamal study of the
application site in advance of development. In tst instance, an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the Schexaevas carried out by
Pre-Construct Archaeology, which concluded thatdite had moderate-high
potential for post-medieval remains, particulaig remains of the Knowsley
Street Station. Following on from the desk-basestssment, a programme of
archaeological evaluation was carried out, whichfiomed that considerable
buried remains of the former station survived aerte site. These remains
included elements of the former station buildingd goods yard, which were
revealed to be well preserved.

Given the results obtained from the evaluation, #ssistant County
Archaeologist recommended that a further progranwhearchaeological
investigation be carried out in advance of develepimn order to ensure that
a full mitigation record was compiled of the burieinains in advance of their
ultimate loss. This written scheme of investigatian for the required
programme of archaeological works, and has beemuiated to meet the
requirements of the Assistant County ArchaeolofgistGreater Manchester,
and has been designed to allow for the final rel@dshe planning condition.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

Oxford Archaeology has over 30 years of depee in professional
archaeology, and can provide a professional andeffestive service. We are
the largest employer of archaeologists in the agufwte currently have more
than 200 members of staff) and can thus deployiderable resources with
extensive experience to deal with any archaeolbgickgations you or your
clients may have. We have offices in Lancaster @xfibrd, trading as Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North), and Oxford ArchaeojoA) respectively,

enabling us to provide a truly nationwide servM&tching briefs, evaluations
and excavations have taken place within the planmprocess, to fulfil the
requirements of clients and planning authoritiesyéry rigorous timetables.
OA is an Institute of Field Archaeologists RegisteiOrganisation (No 17),
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1.2.2

2.1

211

2.2

221

2.2.2

2.2.3

and is thus bound by the IFA's Code of Conduct @agplired to apply the
IFA's quality standards.

Given the geographical location of Bury, stintended to co-ordinate the
project from our northern office in Lancaster, thbuhe project team will use
the most appropriate resources from both officetwBen our two offices our
company has unrivalled experience of working on tjposdieval and
industrial sites, and is recognised as one oféhdihg archaeological units in
the country with regard to dealing with industrathaeological projects. OA
North has considerable experience of the assessnmevatuation and
excavation of sites of all periods, and has pddicaxperience of industrial
archaeology in the North West having undertakeregent years excavation,
survey, building recording and post-excavation ¢etg in both urban and
rural environments. Most recently, OA North hasrbeagaged in a series of
excavations between Derby Street and Butcher LarBury, a short distance
to the east of the present Scheme Area.

AIMSAND OBJECTIVES
ACADEMIC AIMS

The main research aim of the investigatiomemgithe commercial nature of the
development, will be expose and record the surgiviemains pertaining the
former railway station in the car park area formihg southernmost portion of
the Scheme Area, and generate a complete recdite ey elements of the
complex.

OBJECTIVES

The following programme has been designedreserve by record any
archaeological deposits or features that may bseptethat will be impacted
on by the proposed development. The work will belentaken in order to
mitigate the impact of the development on any aolagical remains. The
information will be finally disseminated throughetdeposition of the archive
at Bury Museum, a final report at the Sites and Moants Record, and at
publication level. The work will be carried out Ime with current IFA
guidelines, and in line with the IFA Code of Conduc

Archaeological Excavationto excavate a single U-shaped trench, with a total
area of some 1,250n{Figure 1), which will be targeted upon the priraip
station buildings.

Post-Excavation and Report Productiorthe site records, finds and any
samples from the excavation programme outlinedvibeld! form a checked
and ordered site archive as outlined in the Engh#ritage guideline
document Management of Archaeological Project@nd edition, 1991Db)
(hereafter MAP 2). Following compilation of the ot archive a report will
be produced. This report will make recommendationgurther analysis and
publication of the results, as appropriate.
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2.2.4 Archive Deposition:the results of the excavation will form the badisadull

2.2.5

3.1

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

archive to professional standards, in accordante euirrent English Heritage
guidelines ipid) and the Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation
Archives for Long Term Storade&KIC 1990). The project archive represents
the collation and indexing of all the data and mategathered during the
course of the project. The deposition of a propertered and indexed project
archive in an appropriate repository is considemedessential and integral
element of all archaeological projects by the IRAhat organisation's code of
conduct.

Dissemination:the results obtained from the excavation will besdminated
to the wider public via publication and the prodoct of a permanent
information board that will be installed on site.

METHOD STATEMENT

The following work programme is submitted imei with the aims and
objectives summarised above. As an initial stagigénprogramme of works,
the area for archaeological investigation, inclgdine part of the site that will
be used for spoil stockpiling, will be fenced offing Herras-type fencing. A
CAT-Scan of the site will be carried out to locatey services present within
the excavation area, and welfare facilities willdedivered.

FIELDWORK

Excavation of the uppermost levels of modemrburden/demolition material
will be undertaken by a machine fitted with a tdesls ditching bucket to the
top of the first significant archaeological levitlis envisaged that a 15-tonne
tracked excavator will be employed for this purpo3ée work will be
supervised closely by a suitably experienced aalbgest. Spoil from the
excavation will stored in a stockpile at the eastend of the site; for the
purposes of this WSI it has been assumed that thidraot be a requirement
to remove spoil from site, although this can barged as a contingency.

Machine excavation will then be used to defiaeefully the extent of any
surviving structures and other remains. Thereafteuctural remains will be
cleaned manually to define their extent, naturemfaand function. It is
anticipated that excavation will proceed below pthef 1.2m.

All information identified in the course die site works will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from tedd by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage. Resultsh# excavation will be
recorded orpro-formacontext sheets, and will be accompanied with seffic

pictorial record (plans, sections and both blacld amhite and colour

photographs) to identify and illustrate individdeatures. Primary records will
be available for inspection at all times.

A full and detailed photographic record ofiindual contexts will be
maintained and similarly general views from staddarew points of the
overall site at all stages of the evaluation wél ¢generated. Photography will
be undertaken using 35mm cameras on archivablé llad white print film
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3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.29

3.3

3.3.1

as well as colour transparency, and all framesindlude a visible, graduated
metric scale. Extensive use of digital photographi}y also be undertaken

throughout the course of the fieldwork for presgatapurposes. Photographs
records will be maintained on special photograpinccformasheets.

The precise location of the excavation trenahd the position of all
archaeological structures encountered, will be eygd by EDM tacheometry
using a total station linked to a pen computer dagger. This process will
generate scaled plans within AutoCAD software, Whigll then be subject to
manual survey enhancement, as appropriate. Thardyawrill be generated at
an accuracy appropriate for 1:20 scale, but canuygut at any scale required.
Sections will be manually drafted as appropriateaascale of 1:10. All
information will be tied in to Ordnance Datum.

Human remains are not expected to be prdseanif, they are found they will,
if possible, be leftn situ covered and protected. If removal is necessary the
the relevant Home Office permission will be souglrd the removal of such
remains will be carried out with due care and gsefitsi as required by the
Burials Act 1857

Any gold and silver artefacts recovered dytime course of the excavation
will be removed to a safe place and reported tdabal Coroner according to
the procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996.

Finds policy: finds recovery and sampling programmes will be dnoadance

with best practice (following current Institute dfield Archaeologists

guidelines) and subject to expert advice in ordaninimise deterioration. OA
has close contact with Ancient Monuments Laborasiaff at the University

of Durham and, in addition, employs in-house adefand palaeoecology
specialists, with considerable expertise in theegtigation, excavation, and
finds management of sites of all periods and typd® are readily available
for consultation. Finds storage during fieldworkdamany site archive

preparation will follow professional guidelines (U&. Emergency access to
conservation facilities is maintained by OA Northttwthe Department of

Archaeology, the University of Durham. Samples wilso be collected for
technological, pedological and chronological analgs appropriate.

Open Day:during the final stages of the excavation, a pubpen day will
be held, allowing the general public to view theasated remains. This will
be held on a Saturday.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

OA North provides a Health and Safety Statégnfer all projects and
maintains a Safety Policy. All site procedures mreaccordance with the
guidance set out in the Health and Safety Manualpiled by the Standing
Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers Eition, 1997). OA North
will liase with the Client to ensure all currentdarelevant health and safety
regulations are met. OA North will provide the agmiate welfare facilities
for all staff on site.
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3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

3.4

3.4.1

3.4.3

3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

A risk assessment will be completed in adgaonf any on-site works.
Contaminated ground is not anticipated, although Réth staff will be
equipped with the appropriate PPE, including digptes overalls and gloves,
and welfare facilities including a washing facilityll also be provided.

OA North has professional indemnity to a vatie£2,000,000, employer's
liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and pabliability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance coverlmamprovided if required.

Normal OA North working hours are betweer0%@n and 5.00 pm, Monday
to Friday, though adjustments to hours may be ntadmaximise daylight

working time in winter and to meet travel requirense It is not normal

practice for OA North staff to be asked to work wexeds or bank holidays
and should the Client require such time to be wrttaring the course of a
project a contract variation to cover additionastsowill be necessary. This
does not include the requirement for a public ogay, which is proposed for
a Saturday.

OTHER MATTERS

OA North will provide all necessary plant, miaery, tools and attendance to
complete the programme of fieldwork. 3.4.2 Accessthe site will be
arranged via the Client.

The Client is asked to provide OA North wittiormation relating to the
position of live services on the site. OA Northlwise a cable detecting tool in
advance of any machine excavation.

POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

Post-Excavation:following completion of the fieldwork, the resuligll be
collated and the site archive completed in accardamth English Heritage’s
guideline documenMAP 2 Appendix 3. Additionally, an appraisal of the
available primary and secondary documentary soupeesining to the site
will be undertaken in order to set the resultsheféxcavation into context, and
facilitate an assessment of their significance.o&tgexcavation assessment of
the archive and the resource implications of theemqaal further analysis will
be undertaken. The stratigraphic data and the fiasisemblage will be
guantified and assessed, and the technological lsamppocessed and a brief
assessment of their potential for further analysiade. The proposed
programme anticipates the production of a finalligabion report.

Analysis: a provisional programme of post-excavation analis&nticipated.
The extent of the programme, however, can onlydiahbly established on
completion of the post-excavation-assessment repdite proposed
programme anticipates both analysis of the sitatigtaphy and the
artefactual/ecofactual evidence leading to the gectdn of a final report.

Publication: it is anticipated that the results of the excavauall be worthy
of publication, although the precise format of asiych publication will
necessarily await completion of the fieldwork sta@mne option, however,
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3.54

3.5.5

3.5.6

3.5.7

3.5.8

3.5.8

4.1

4.2

may be to incorporate the results in an occasipagker that is planned to
present the results obtained from the excavationpa$t-medieval and
industrial remains elsewhere in Bury. These exdanatwould cumulatively
provide a comprehensive overview of the developnoénthe town sincec
1750 in an easily accessible format.

Archive: the results of the fieldwork will form the basis affull archive to
professional standards, in accordance with cuEeiglish Heritage guidelines
(MAP 2) and theGuidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Arasvfor
Long Term Storag@JKIC 1990). The project archive represents théatioin
and indexing of all the data and material gathetedng the course of the
project. The deposition of a properly ordered amteked project archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essentidl iategral element of all
archaeological projects by the IFA in that orgatmises code of conduct.

The paper and finds archive for the archagodd work undertaken at the site
will be deposited with the Bury Museum, as thishis nearest museum which
meets Museums’ and Galleries” Commission critepiattie long term storage
of archaeological material (MGC 1992). This archoan be provided in the
English Heritage Centre for Archaeology format,hbas a printed document
and on computer disks as ASCii files (as appropyiathe archive will be

deposited with the Manchester Museum within six therof the completion

of the fieldwork.

Except for items subject to the Treasure Afbitartefacts found during the
course of the project will be donated to the reogimuseum.

A synthesis (in the form of the index to thehave and a copy of the
publication report) will be deposited with the GiezaManchester Sites and
Monuments Record. A copy of the index to the arelwill also be available
for deposition in the National Archaeological Retor London.

Information Panel: it is anticipated that an information panel thaebeates
the town’s railway heritage, and provides an histdr account of the
Knowsely Street Station, will be produced and ithestiaon site.

Confidentiality: the final report is designed as a document forsgeific use
of the Client, and should be treated as such;nbtssuitable for publication as
an academic report, or otherwise, without amendn@ntrevision. Any
requirement to revise or reorder the material tdynsission or presentation to
third parties beyond the project brief and projdesign, or for any other
explicit purpose, can be fulfilled, but will reqgairseparate discussion and
funding.

WORK TIMETABLE

A five week period should be allowed to excavand record the excavation
area.

An assessment report will be submitted witlwmnsonths of the completion of
the fieldwork.
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4.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

6.1

6.2

OA North can execute projects at very shoriceobnce an agreement has
been signed with the Client.

STAFFING PROPOSALS

The project will be under the overall chargelai Miller BA (OA North
Project Manager) to whom all correspondence shbeldaddressed. lan has
considerable experience and particular researclkrestis in Industrial
Archaeology and, amongst numerous other projectss volved in the
excavation recording, analysis and publicationhef Netherhall blast furnace
site in Maryport, Cumbria, the excavation, recogdand publication of work
at the Jersey Street Glass Works in Manchesterthendxcavation and survey
of the Murrays’ Mills in Manchester.

The excavation will be undertaken $san M cPhillips BA (OA North Project
Officer). Sean is an highly experienced field assdlagist, who has a
particular interest in Industrial Archaeology, aespecially that of Greater
Manchester. Sean recently directed the archaealbigicestigations in Bury.

Sean will be assisted by a core team of ficaniians during the excavation,
although additional staff may be recruited as negglifollowing the initial
machine clearance of the site.

Assessment of any finds from the excavatiorl b undertaken by OA
North's in-house finds speciali€hristine Howard-Davis BA (OA North
Finds Manager). Christine has extensive knowledgaldinds of all periods
from archaeological sites in northern England, and recognised expert in
the analysis of glasswork.

Any requirement for conservation work will bedertaken bylennifer Jones,
the AML contract conservator based at the UniveisitDurham. Jennifer is a
nationally-recognised specialist in conservationg & readily available to
provide advice on the treatment of any delicateldimecovered from the
evaluation.

MONITORING

Monitoring meetings will be established witle @@lient and the archaeological
curator at the outset of the project. Monitoring thie project will be
undertaken by the Greater Manchester Assistant {@ofrchaeologist, and
the Bury Conservation Officer, who will be affordadcess to the site at all
times.

OA North will ensure that any significant raswre brought to the attention of
the Client and the Assistant County Archaeologsstsaon as is practically
possible. Resources have been allocated to allova fsite visit by special
interest groups, which include the Bury ArchaeatagiSociety.
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT LIST

Context | Description Phase
100 Cellar beneath Station Master’s house 2
101/111 | East/west aligned southern external wall of Stalitarster’'s house 2
102 Window light within wall101 2
103 North/south-aligned western external wall of platidouildings

104 Fireplace within cellafl00 2
105 Northern external wall of Station Master’'s house 2
106/117 | Eastern wall of cellat 00 2
107 Flagstone floor of celldi00 2
108 Eastern ground floor room of Station Master’s house 2
109 Northern external wall of rooh08 (same ad05 2
110 North/south-aligned wall between root38and143 2
112/115 | North/south-aligned wall of roorh08 2
113 Sandy-gravel deposit across the base of rb0& 1
114 Passageway between rooh@¥ and108within Station Master’s house 2
116 East/west-aligned wall (same H31and111) 2
118 Sandy gravel across the basd bt 1
119 Parquet floor within toilet block rooh64 3
120 Concrete floor of ladies toilet blod64 3
121 Rectangular-shaped room within rodi0 2
122 North/south-aligned screen wall within rodré8 3
123 Western external wall of platform buildings 2
124 South wall of Parcel Offic&60 (same as wall70) 2
125 Cobble sets surface bordering the eastern sideegilatform buildings | 2
126 Timber structure beneath cobble surfa2é 1
127 Booking Office/Ticket Hall 2
128 East/west-aligned external wall at the northern @it27 2
129 East/west-aligned partition within the western flé27 2
130 Bay ticket office window withirnl27 2
131 North/south-aligned partition dividing the interiof 127 2
132 East/west-aligned patrtition at the north-westernh @27 2
133 East/west-aligned patrtition along the eastern side27 2
134 East/west-aligned partition along the south-eastieta 0f127 2
135 East/west-aligned external wall at the southernafrid7 2
136 Flagstone floor surface butting the eastern sided8fand cellarl00 2
137 Cleaning/demolition layer within the north-westeoom of 127 3
138 Building attached to the western side of the Stalitaster’'s house 2
139 East/west-aligned partition dividing38 2
140 Northern external wall of building38 2
141 Southern brick wall of small structure within rodi@1 2
142 Station Master’s house 2
143 Eastern extension to the Station Master’s house 2[3
144 Goods Clerk office as seen on the 1936 LYR plan 2
145 Eastern brick wall of roori43(same as wall77)

146 Southern external wall of roof¥3(same as wall76) 3

For the use of Ask Property Development Ltd © OA North: June 2008



Knowsley Street Railway Station, Bury, Greater Mester: Final Excavation Report 60

147 Brick-lined structure (coal pit?) at the rearceflar 100 2
148 Southern wall of roomi44 2
149 Possible fireplace attached to wai8 within room144 2
150 Ladies waiting room (shown as LWR on 1936 LYR plan) 2
151 Southern wall of room50 2
152 WC attached to the Ladies Waiting Room as on tIi861%R plan 2
153 Southern wall of room52 2
154 Partition within rooml52

155 Waiting Room (shown as WR on 1936 LYR plan) 2
156 Southern wall of room55 2
157 Left Luggage Office as shown on 1936 LYR plan 2
158 Southern wall of room57 2
159 Fireplace within rooni57 2
160 Parcel office (position as shown on 1936 LYR plan 2
161 Western wall of structurg21 within room160 2/3
162 Eastern wall of structur#21 within room160 2/3
163 Southern wall of structur&21 within room160 2/3
164 Toilet block (originally shown as men'’s toilets 8836 plan) 2/3
165 Partition bordering row of five cubicles within nodl 64 2
166 Southern external wall of root64 2
167 New southern external wall of extended toilet blaék 3
168 Men'’s toilet block 3
169 Screen wall south of the doorway within roa68 3
170 Northern wall of men'’s toilets within rood64 2
171 Rectangular-shaped brick structure (fireplace 2hiwitoom164 2/3
172 Western external wall of rood68 3
173 Southern external wall of roo68

174 Eastern external wall of roofr68 3
175 Flagged floor surface within roofis3 2/3
176 East/west-aligned southern wall of rod43 (same as wall46) 2/3
177 Eastern external wall of roofi3 (same as wall45 2/3
178 ‘Up’ platform 2
179 Stable block 2/3
180 Room located at the northern end of stable bliogk 2/3
181 Room located at the southern end of stable blatk 2/3
182 Cobble set floor surface above concred@ 3
183 Concrete foundation layer above wooden flb84 3
184 Wooden floor within stable$79 2
185 North-east/south-west-aligned brick wall sealintyert 187 2
186 East/west-aligned wall butting the north-easterpeeaf wall185 2
187 Brick-lined culvert within rooni81 2
188 Canopy pier support for the roof along the ‘Up’tfidam 2
189 ‘Up’ platform flag 2
190 ‘Up’ platform kerb 2
191 Brick walls beneatii90 2
192 Cobble set courtyard along the southern area dditbe 3
193 Black ash deposit between natural grahE and structurd 26 1
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Figures
Figure 1: Site location

Figure 2: Site excavation plan, showing three phaseevelopment, superimposed
onto the LYR engineering plan produced in 1936 (A417B0)

Figure 3: Phase 1 excavation plan, showing extemtaafden structur&26 beneath
surfacel25

Figure 4: Phase 2 excavation plan, showing buildorgthe ‘Up’ platform

Figure 5: Phase 2 excavation plan showing the dpuatot of Station Master’s
house, buildind.38 and courtyard

Figure 6: Phase 2 excavation plan, showing Staldekl79
Figure 7: Phase 3 excavation plan, showing Gentgfsoi
Figure 8: Elevations 1 and 2 of Rodrd0

Figure 9: Elevations 3 and 4 of Rodri0
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Figure 3: Phase 1, showing extent of wooden structure 126 beneath surface 125
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Figure 9: Elevations 3 and 4 of Room 100




