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oxfordar3-144742

Excavation at Swasesey Priory, Cambs (SM38)

16-07-2012 24-07-2012

No Unknown

SWASWP12 N/A

ECB 3813 03488

Grant application (eg. management plan)

alien priory Medieval 1066 to 1540 pottery Medieval 1066 to 1540

drain Post Medieval 1540 to 1901 stone mortar Medieval 1066 to 1540

ditches Medieval 1066 to 1540 silver fede ring Medieval 1066 to 1540

Cambridgeshire

Field to the North of St Andrews Church, Swavesey, Cambs
CB24 4QJ

South Cambs

Swavesey

Cambridgeshire

164 sq m  TL 36262 69429



Notes:

OA EAST

(CCC/EH)

Stephen Macaulay

Stephen Macaulay

Rachel Clarke and Nick Gilmour

CCC stores OA East CCC stores

SWASWP12 SWASWP12 SWASWP12

Some finds may go on temporary display within the parish church.
The work was undertaken as part of a management plan between EH and the landowners to investigate the damage caused by
rabbit burrows and attempt to reinstate the area for grazing
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Figure 1: Site location (red) showing CHER records (blue) and scheduled area (purple)
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Figure 3: Trace of 1836 Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1” map showing possible building remains to the north of the church 
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Figure 7: Selected section drawings

6.30m ODWSENS W N E 6.60m ODSSENNW

Section 1 TP2 Section 2
6.60m ODWNWESE

Section 6 TP 3

21
28 21

Topsoil
39

41

40

47
23

24
25

42 42
46

46

15

Burrow cavity
extending north

Burrow cavity extending
north-westBurrow cavity 

extending SW

15
15

46 46

46

4023

25

47 47

E W S N
39

23

46

15
43

4343

4342

W E N S
40

46

46

15

3923

23

25

2515

47

Burrow cavity
extending 0.2m east

6.58m OD

6.83m OD

Section 3 TP1

1:25

0                                                1 m

4451

48

7
8

48

49

45
continued below

S
ec

tio
n 

4 
co

nt
in

ua
tio

n

67

3

47

47

67

3

23

26
16

2

35 33

Burrows

Burrow

E

6.83m ODEW

6.26m ODE

W

Section 4

W

Section 5 (step out below Section 4)

6.34m OD

N

S

Section 7

6.34m OD

N

S

Section 10

Burrow 
cavities

29 = 2

30

31
33

35

36
34

32

34

67

7244

45

66

49

9

Burrow

11

12

10

38

8

48 67

72
71

69

70

68

80

16

35
78

36

Burrow
cavity

Disturbed burrows

Dirty natural

C
ontinues as S

ection 7

C
on

tin
ue

d 
fr

om
 S

ec
tio

n 
10

TP 3

Key

Cut line

Deposit horizon

Cut number

Deposit number

Limit of excavation

Burrow cavity

Tile

Stone

Pot

Mortar

Bone

80

36



0 5 cm1 cm

SF10

SF15
SF17

SF23

Figure 8: Finds illustrations (SFs 10, 15, 17 and 23)  

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1391



SF 26
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Figure 9: Copper-alloy bowl (SF26)
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Figure 10: Caen stone mortar (SF25)

Report Number 1391



  

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1391

Figure 11b:  Conjoining fragments of a medieval 
hib tile with central peg hole from Phase 3 
demolition dumps 2/29. Scale shown at 1:2

Figure 11a:  Almost complete Cistercian ware two 
handled drinking vessel (c.1500-1600) from Phase 
3 demolition dump 2

1:10                                                           50 mm



Plate 2: Machining, cleaning and metal-detecting (from south-west)

Plate 1: View of the site before excavation (from north)
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Plate 4: Detail view of the site taken from church tower (from south)

Plate 3: View of the site taken from the church tower showing the earthworks, Guided Busway and Over church
in the distance (from south)
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Plate 6: Phase 2 ditches 32 and 34, showing extensive burrowing on eastern side; wall 4, dump layer 2/29 
and burrows in Trench A are shown in the background (from north-east)

Plate 5: Trench B showing in-situ Phase 1 deposits cut by (unexcavated) Phase 2 ditches (from east)
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Plate 8: Test Pit 1 showing burrows through Phase 1 and later deposits (from south)

Plate 7: Drain/culvert 20, Test Pit 2 and dump 14, with St Andrew’s church in the background (from north)
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Plate 10: Detail of packing of one of the burrows/tunnels in Test Pit 1 and laying of terram prior to infilling by
hand.

Plate 9: Test Pit 3 showing burrows through Phase 2 pit 48  and later deposits (from south-west)
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Plate 12: The site infilled and levelled with St Andrew’s church in the background (from north)

Plate 11: Laying of terram after infilling of test pits and burrows and prior to backfilling by machine (from
south-east)
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Plate 14: Small area of burrowing on edge of earthwork to south-east of the excavation, with St Andrew’s 
church in the background (from north-east)

Plate 13: Area of burrowing to immediate east of the excavation area after strimming (from south-west)
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