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SUMMARY

Between October and December 2009, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried
out an archaeological watching brief on land to the rear of 36 Shipton
Road, Ascott-under-Wychwood, Oxfordshire (centred at NGR: SP 2965
1853). The work was commissioned by the Environment Agency in
advance of the construction of a swale and two associated bunds. The
watching brief revealed thick deposits of modern made ground directly
overlying natural clay throughout the length of the route of the swale and
a 19th-century trackway on the site of the southern bund. No other
significant archaeol ogy was observed.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scopeof work

1.1.1 Between October and December 2009, Oxford Archago(@A) carried out an
archaeological watching brief on land to the refaB® Shipton Road, Ascott-under-
Wychwood, Oxfordshire (centred at NGR SP 2965 185Bje work was
commissioned by the Environment Agency in respéet proposed flood alleviation
scheme consisting of the construction of a new eW#gh level water channel) and
two associated bunds (Planning reference 08/15R)P/

1.1.2 Due to the potential presence of archaeologicdlifea a condition requiring that an
archaeological watching brief be maintained dutiing period of the groundworks
was set by Hugh Coddington, the Deputy County Aechagical Officer of the
Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service (OCASLAS produced a design brief
for the works (OCAS, 2009). This is in line with®P6 and Policy BE13 of the local
plan.

1.1.3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation datpihow it would meet the
requirements of the brief (OA, 2009).

1.2 Location, geology and topography

1.2.1 The village of Ascott-under-Wychwood is located i lsouth of the town of
Chipping Norton (Fig. 1). The site is situated ields on the southern bank of the
River Evenlode at the south-western corner of tlage. The northern edge of the
site is bounded by the river with the southern eastern edges bounded by gardens
and paddocks backing onto properties running afimigton Road. The western edge
of the site is bounded by Gypsy Lane. The coursthefproposed swale runs over
undulating ground at a level of approximately 94aivove OD. The underlying
geology within the river valley is alluvium over diider clay changing to alluvium
over first terrace gravel and lower lias clay as gnound rises towards the village
(Geological Survey of Great Britain, sheet no. 236)

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2009 1
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1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the watching e presented in the Design Brief
for the project (OCAS, 2009) and is reproducedwelo

1.3.2 There is a small motte-and-bailey castle adjacerihe works. This is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument (SAM 21806). The motte is largeljlt over but still survives as
a pronounced mound 3.5 m high with a diameter pf@pmately 56 m. It has a flat
summit and would have had a rampart round its edige.bailey survives relatively
intact and appears to be relatively well preserdeds crescent shaped with its
interior measuring approximately 70 m by 30 mslbounded by a rampart bank that
is between 3 and 4.5 m in width and up to 1.7 ninhichis is enclosed by a largely
infilled ditch.

1.3.3 Limited excavation in 1956 revealed that the moisnduilt of lias clay with debris
relating to the occupation including pottery, anirbanes and burnt daub. Little
further information was found. The site is known Asscott Earl motte-and-bailey
castle and is contemporary with the Ascott Earkleast the north-east end of the
village. The castle appears to date to the civilr watween King Stephen and
Mathilda (1138-1153).

1.3.4 Medieval pottery has also been found consistentigurad the area of the
development. The 1956 excavations also revealeitelinevidence of Iron Age and
possible Anglo-Saxon activity and settlement.

2 PROJECT AIMSAND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence or absencengxtondition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected byévelopment.

2.1.2 To preserve by record any archaeological deposifsaiures that may be disturbed
or destroyed during the course of the groundworks.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the archaeologmagstigation.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The watching brief was conducted as a series efvssits during those works likely
to impinge upon archaeological deposits. These svomkluded the topsoil strip of
the two sites for the two bunds and the topsoip sind excavation of a 1.3 m deep
channel from a bend in the River Evenlode, easbysy Lane, to a bend leading
under a bridge carrying the Worcester to Oxfortivay line.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2009 2
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2.2.2 The work was undertaken by a tracked mechanica\ator fitted with a toothless
grading bucket.

2.2.3 A plan showing the extent of the excavations araltitation of any sections was
maintained at a scale of 1:100 (Fig. 2) and angndad sections were drawn at a
scale of 1:20. All excavations, recorded sectiond Beatures were photographed
using digital photography and black-and-white pfiirh. A general photographic
record of the work was also made. Recording foldyweocedures detailed in tizA
Field Manual (OAU, 1992).

3  RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

Excavation for the swale

3.1.1 This work involved the stripping of the topsoil ov& 16 m wide strip for a length of
approximately 100 m (Fig. 2) and the excavatioa gently sloping ditch, measuring
up to 1.3 min depth and spanning the full widtlhe stripped area.

3.1.2 The topsoil strip exposed a sequence of layers aflemn made ground directly
overlying the natural clay.

3.1.3 The underlying lias clay (5) was encountered agpthl of between 1 m and 1.1 m
below the current ground level (Fig. 3, Sectionantl 2). This was overlain by a
layer of light grey-brown silt clay up to 0.3 m depth (4). This deposit produced
fragments of brick, concrete, tarmac and variousleno iron objects including the
flattened remains of an Austin A30 car. Overlyihistwas a 0.25 m — 0.3 m deep
layer of grey-brown silt clay (3). This deposit tamined quantities of concrete,
angular brick fragments and lengths of iron pipsuggesting that it also was of
recent origin.

3.1.4 This was overlaid by a 0.3 m deep layer of lighuviam silt clay (2). This deposit also
contained concrete and brick fragments as well ragen salt-glazed sewer pipe,
plastic sheeting and lengths of angle iron. Seatlimg deposit was a 0.25 m deep
layer of dark grey-brown clay loam (1), a landsogdayer of redeposited topsoil.

3.1.5 At the southern end of the swale excavation thehdepmade ground increased and
the underlying natural clay was not exposed wittiia base of the cut (Fig. 3,
Section 3).

The northern bund

3.1.6 This was sited between the north-eastern edge ef sthale and the railway
embankment (Fig. 2). The area measured approximalm by 10 m and was
stripped to a maximum depth of 0. 25 m.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2009 3
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3.1.7 A continuation of the layer of made ground, (2)svexposed throughout the stripped
area. This had been overlain with the modern laaquiag layer of redeposited topsoil
(1). No other features or deposits were observed.

The southern bund

3.1.8 This was sited abutting the garden of The Barn Hpasdjacent to Gypsy Lane and
measured approximately 30 m x 20 m (Fig. 2). Tleaavas stripped to a maximum
depth of 0.3 m.

3.1.9 A light grey-brown silt clay (8) was exposed withime base of the majority of the
area. This deposit contained many small sub-andtdgments of oolitic limestone
and probably represents a layer of colluvium.

3.1.10 A 3.8 m wide parallel sided band of small to medisized angular oolitic limestone
fragments (7) was observed running north-west tdlseast parallel to Gypsy Lane
(Fig. 2). Fragments of glazed earthenware and feanprinted pottery were
recovered from within the make up of this featunggesting a 19th- or early 20th-
century date. Two large fragments of glazed brick®se dimensions suggest an
18th-century date were also recovered but it iahbte that these were residual
bricks reused as hardcore. Overlying the tracktaedcolluvium was a 0.25 m deep
layer of dark brown clay loam (6), the present ttmsoil and turf.

3.2 Finds

3.2.1 Fragments of brick, concrete and plastic were ofesemwithin layers 2, 3 and 4.
These were all dated to the 20th century and weaéuated on site, but were not
retained. Creamware, glazed earthenware and trgmsféed pottery were recovered
from the trackway (7), together with glazed bricKsis material seems to be 19th
century in date. Aside from the 18th-century glakadks noted within surface 7, no
earlier dating evidence was recovered.

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1 No deposits suitable for paleo-environmental samgplvere encountered during the
course of the watching brief.

4  DiscussiON AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The stratigraphy observed during the course ofviehing brief of the length of the
swale showed that the area had been subject fosait@nd probably a subsoil strip
of unknown depth, prior to the deposition of thgels of made ground (Layers 1, 2,
3 and 4). The evidence for this conclusion is #ek lof any buried topsoil or other
worked soil horizons, between the layers of modeade ground and the underlying
natural clay.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2009 4
S\PROJECTS\Oxfordshire OX\West Oxfordshire WO\Ascott-u-Wychwood\wbREP.doc



Oxford Archaeology Ascott-under -Wychwood, Oxfordshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

4.1.2 The depth of deposition of the modern made groumedeased towards the south-
west and the natural clay was only visible withire tbase of the swale cut for
approximately 70 m of the 100 m total length. Nentrated features were observed
within the natural clay exposed. The stripping bé ttopsoil and the underlying
subsoil is normal practise within the constructiodustry prior to the deposition of
made ground, for example during the implementabiomitigation areas.

4.1.3 The trackway, (7), observed during the stripping tfee southern bund is aligned
north-west to south-east and if projected wouldraivith the gap between The Barn
House and Ascott Earl House to the south-easts Iprobable that these two
dwellings were originally part of a rectangular ganof farm buildings around an
enclosed farmyard and that this trackway origin&ly from the farm to the bridge
over the River Evenlode to the north-west.

4.1.4 Itis probable that neither the area of the swalthe area of the southern bund have
been subject to ploughing because of the riskaafding and have thus been pastoral
in nature.

4.1.5 No features or deposits associated with the mattekailey castle were observed,
although the depth of excavation within the arethefsouthern bund was limited so
that these would probably have been obscured bgubsoil (8), if present.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY
Context Type Depth | Width Comments Finds Date
1 Layer 0.25m - Present day topsoil and turf Bricksfita C20th
2 Layer 0.3m - Modern made ground Brick, concretg, C20th
plastic, iron
3 Layer 0.25m - Modern made ground Brick, concretg, C20th
iron
4 Layer 0.25m - Modern made ground Brick, concrete, C20th
tarmac
5 Layer >0.3m - Natural clay - -
6 Layer 0.25m - Present day topsoil and turf Brickieryt C19th/
bone C20th
7 Layer 0.25m| 3.8m Farm trackway Brick, pottery C19
8 Layer >0.3m - Subsaoil, possible colluvium - -
APPENDIX 2 REFERENCES

OA, 2009 Land totherear of 36 Shipton Road, Ascott-under-Wychwood,
Oxfordshire: Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Watching Brief

OAU, 1992 Field Manual (ed. D Wilkinson)

BCAS, 2009 Land to the rear of 36 Shipton Road, Ascott-under-\Wychwood,

Oxfordshire: Design Brief for an Archaeological Watching Brief

APPENDIX 3

Date and duration of project: 9th October to 13th December 2009

Area of site;

SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land to the rear of 36 Shipton Road, Ascott-undgchiwood, Oxfordshire
Site code: ASCUWW 09
Grid reference; Centred on SP 2965 1853
Type of watching brief: Machine excavation of a new high level water clehiswale) and
the construction of two new bunds.

6,000 M

Summary of results: The watching brief observed thick deposits of modeade ground
directly overlying the natural clay within the amefsthe swale and a C19th farm track at the

south-western edge of the site. No earlier arcloggolvas observed.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Housney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with Oxfdrate County Museum in due course,
under the following accession number: OXCMS:2009.81

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2009 6

S\PROJECTS\Oxfordshire OX\West Oxfordshire WO\Ascott-u-Wychwood\wbREP.doc



Oxford Archaeology Ascott-under -Wychwood, Oxfordshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report




Servergo:/oaupubs1_AthuH?*ASCUWWO09*ASCUWWWB*Ascott Under Wyhwood*MRG*17.12.09

3

S -

*_/LONDON /

/ M&torr)] undgr P V
chwoo

ye J)ﬁx_, NS

Shlpton uner o

0. Wyché‘/v E7aN

\lll[ I

Lod'ge

Fm \

217000
o
/ Blenhe
" Arlr enhem
if
HIl G~
Buildings
MS
Milton Downs
~——= Shipten 7=
208 = Barrew =187
L
lackheath - i
Clump (i y LA [)L%ugss

215000 _s4

Fulbrook S,
"Gap i -
%3
R "'-.{i- | C
: ‘ i '.'—- -
) 4 ¥ Lodge
) 426000 g Adod

1esbury “ Wantage
=N wu\d '
@ Cruwn Copyrlghl 2009 4|Jkn1
.\_\. 5 - |;‘ ﬂeri'lscour_i~ \ Setthement F.‘ ;;
A Z\ PN | e reenend N ¢
" L Eynebam 1
Barrow f 1

v
Slte Iocatlon

JORTH \1

SHIR!
¥ Towcester |}
Silverstone & ‘

REGNIRE —
éﬁ A Illng
W’W

under-
Wychwo v

Reproduced from the Landranger 1:50,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright 1991. All rights reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569

Figure 1: Site location
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