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Summary

During May and June 2013, OA East carried out an archaeological watching brief at
Scawby, North Lincolnshire (SE 975056 - SE 979047).  The monitoring was carried
out during a 15m wide topsoil strip and a pipe trench excavation through 1140m of
arable  farmland  in  order  to  install  a  replacement  sewer  main.  No  features  of
archaeological  significance  were  found;  two  recently  backfilled  modern  field
boundary ditches were recorded.
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1  GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1 The pipeline is situated to the east of the village of Scawby, North Lincolnshire and runs
through 3 arable fields (see Fig.1). The northern end of the route begins to the east of
Scawby village on Brigg Lane, sitting at 18m AOD. The land then rises to 20m AOD at
Gainsborough Lane, and falls gently to 12m AOD at the Hibaldstow sewage works to
the south.

1.1.2 Scawby village itself sits above the wide valley of the River Ancholme to the east, with
the villages of Broughton to the north and Hibaldstow to the south. The pipe route is
situated on a high point overlooking the valley, with east-west streams running into the
Ancholme to both the north and south of the area. The end of the pipeline at Hibaldstow
sewage works is within this southern stream valley.

1.1.3 The local geology consists of a limestone bedrock with overlying clay deposits. During
excavation the natural was seen to be a highly fragmented and degraded limestone
with some areas of Till boulder clay sitting above.

2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1.1 The route of the pipeline lies within an area of known and potential archaeological sites,
mainly  of  Neolithic,  Middle  to  Late  Bronze Age or  Romano-British  date.  Find spots
nearby include Neolithic  and Bronze Age flintwork and Roman material  (HER 2407)
immediately to the west of the pipeline route to the south of Brigg Rd, Neolithic and
Roman  material  (HER  2416)  near  the  Scawby  Rd  500m  to  the  east,  Roman  and
medieval  pottery  (HER 2402)  on a potential  causeway c.  1.4km to  the east,  and a
dense Roman occupation scatter (HER 2403) 400m to the north. 

2.1.2 Cropmarks are evident within the vicinity of the route. Ring ditches, field systems and
enclosures are recorded 300m to the east on Brigg Rd, on the Scawby Brook less than
1km to the northeast (HER 977065), at Sturton 1km to the west (HER 968049), and
towards Hibaldstow 1km to the southwest (HER 19614 and 19615).

2.1.3 Parts   of  a  Roman  Villa  (HER 2398)  were  recorded  at  Sturton  Farm,  less  than  a
kilometre to the west of the sewage works (at the source of the stream to the south of
the development area).

2.1.4 At  Hopefield, Hibaldstow, 2.4km to the south, an  area excavation in a broadly similar
location to the current development area (though slightly further down the valley side)
uncovered a complex Later Prehistoric settlement sequence with overlying Romano-
British enclosures. The settlement was dated to the 10th to 8th century BC and was
said to include a significant assemblage of  Post-Deverel  Rimbury Plainware pottery.
Several  phases  of  Romano-British  fields  systems  were  also  recorded,  beneath  the
scant  remains  of  medieval  ridge  and  furrow.  (Archaeological  Excavation  Report:
Hopefield,  Hibaldstow, North Lincolnshire Allen, M & Rylatt,  J Lincoln:  Pre-Construct
Archaeology, 2001).

2.1.5 Further to the northwest  at  Phoenix Parkway,  Scunthorpe,  a multi-period excavation
recorded Neolithic, Middle Bronze Age, Early Iron Age and Romano-British settlement
activity (Land off Phoenix Parkway, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire: Allen Archaeology
Limited Report Number 2010004, February 2010).

.
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3  METHODOLOGY

3.1.1 The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2 The Brief  required  that  the  pipeline  be  stripped  of  topsoil  with  a  toothless  ditching
bucket under archaeological supervision. The subsoil would then be removed within the
width of the pipe cut by a smaller machine with a toothless bucket. Any archaeological
features  within  the  pipe  cut  would  then  be  cleaned,  excavated  and  recorded  by  a
qualified archaeologist.

3.1.3 The area of investigation was located between Scawby to the north and Hibaldstow to
the south, running through 3 arable fields. The site was stripped from south to north
through the 3 fields. 

3.1.4 Archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.
Trench  locations,  plans  and  sections  were  recorded  at  appropriate  scales  digital
photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.  

3.1.5 Site conditions were generally dry and bright, but with occasional rain. The site was
well draining so ground conditions were not an issue.

4  RESULTS

4.1   Topsoil strip
4.1.1 The initial topsoil strip of the fields showed that they contained no underlying subsoil.

The topsoil was between 0.28m to 0.34m thick and overlay a highly degraded limestone
for the majority of the strip.  In part of the northernmost field a Till boulder clay was
recorded overlying the limestone. During the topsoil  strip the only artefact recovered
was a small fragment of post-medieval clay pipe from the northernmost field.

4.2   Pipe trench strip
4.2.1 Once the topsoil had been removed, a smaller machine was brought in to strip off the

topsoil/natural interface where the pipe trench was to be excavated. 

4.2.2 The Pipe trench strip was excavated in three phases, with each field being stripped
separately. This started in the southernmost field and worked northwards through the 2
other fields. 

4.2.3 The southernmost field contained no features of archaeological significance. A mid to
late 20th century ditch was uncovered within the pipe cut. This measured between 0.6m
and 0.7m in width and 0.24m in depth. It ran through the centre of the field and was
clearly a recent boundary ditch which had been infilled, as the current field boundaries
still respected it. Parts of a tin jug were recovered from the fill, but not retained.

4.2.4 The  central  field  also  contained  no  significant  archaeological  features.  Like  the
southern field, a modern ditch was uncovered within the pipe cut. It measured between
0.7m and 0.75m in width and 0.3m in depth. This boundary ditch also ran through the
centre  of  the  field  and  was  respected  by  a  track  that  ran  parallel  next  to  it  in  the
northern half of the field. A number of modern bricks were recovered from the fill, but
not retained.

4.2.5 No features of archaeological significance were recorded within the northernmost field.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 8 of 11 Report Number 1478



5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1 No features of archaeological significance were found during the excavation for the new
sewer main. The boundary ditch uncovered in the southern field can be seen on maps
dating to 1972. After that it appears the ditch was backfilled and used as set-aside on
the boundary between two fields. The ditch in the second field can also be seen on the
1972 map and is likely to have been filled in during the same period, to make one large
field.
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Figure 1: Site location showing pipeline route (red) 
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Plate 2: View of field 1 pipe trench from the north-east, showing modern boundary ditch in plan.

Plate 1: Excavation of pipe trench in field 1.
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