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Summary

In  late  May  2013  Oxford  Archaeology  East  (OA  East)  were  commissioned  by 
Campbell Buchanan to undertake a desk-based assessment for an area of land south  
of 41 Mill Lane, Sawston. The aim of this report is to assess the presence, nature and 
extent of any heritage assets likely to be affected by the proposed site development.  

The site comprises an area of former agricultural land containing a small number of  
storage units set  back from the main road.  The current  proposal is  for  residential  
development  of  the  site  comprising  new  homes,  access  roads  and  associated 
services. 

Cartographic sources were only available from the early 19th century onwards, which  
indicate that the site has not been occupied or developed in any way since that time. 
Although  the  late  19th  century  maps  depict  small  boundary  changes  following 
enclosure  and  the  addition  of  a  footpath,  no  significant  change  in  land  use  or  
development is in evidence.

A  study  of  Cambridgeshire's  Historic  Environment  Record,  which  considers  the 
distribution  of  known  finds,  listed  buildings  and  archaeological  investigations,  
indicates that no archaeological interventions have taken place within a 600m radius 
of the site. Investigations further afield have revealed remains from the Bronze Age,  
Roman and Saxon periods. The presence of an Iron Age hill fort within the search 
area is of interest, however this is located almost 1km away. 

This  assessment  of  the  distribution  of  CHER records,  cartographic  evidence  and  
historic background in the vicinity of the site indicates that it has a low potential for  
the survival of archaeological remains, especially given the site's position set back  
from the road. However, the lack of previous investigations in close proximity means 
that  the survival  of  archaeological  remains  within the development  site  cannot  be 
ruled out.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Planning Background
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East were commissioned by Andy Girvan of Campbell Buchanan to 

carry out this desk-based assessment prior to the submission of a planning application 
for a proposed residential development of the site. 

1.1.2 The site lies on the western edge of a historic part of Sawston which developed during 
the Saxon period along the routes of the Roman Road, the Icknield Way (Taylor 1998). 
As  such,  the  NPPF states  that  where  development  includes  or  has  the  potential  to 
include heritage assets with archaeological interest, developers should submit a desk-
based assessment and where necessary, a field evaluation.  The client has therefore 
requested  that  this  desk-based  assessment  be  submitted  along  with  the  planning 
application for the site. 

1.2   Location, Geology and Topography 
1.2.1 The proposed development  area,  hereafter  referred  to  as  “the  site”  or  “development 

area” is  located in  the  western  part  of  Sawston,  on  the  south  side  of  Mill  Lane (TL 
480493) (Figure 1). The site itself is roughly rectangular in plan, set back from the road 
and accessed via a track (included in the development area depicted on Figure 2).

1.2.1 The underlying geology comprises Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation. The sedimentary 
bedrock was formed approximately 89 to 99 million years ago in the Cretaceous period. 
The overlying soils are Alluvium - clay, silt, sand and gravel. 

1.2.2 The superficial  deposits  were  formed up  to  two  million  years  ago in  the  Quaternary 
period  when  the  local  environment  would  have  previously  been  dominated by  rivers 
(www.mapapps.bgs.ac.uk). 

1.2.3 The site visit  suggests that the development area is relatively flat, lying at around 19-
20mOD.

1.3   Acknowledgements
1.3.1 OA East would like to thank Andy Girvan of Campbell Buchanan for commissioning this 

desk-based  assessment.  Research,  collation  of  material  and  photography  was 
undertaken by the author. Thanks to Lucy Offord for creating the figures and plates and 
to the staff at Cambridgeshire Records Office and Historic Environment Record for their 
assistance in collecting the data.
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2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND SOURCES 

2.1   Historical Background

Village Development 
2.1.1 The early centres of activity in Sawston were centred around the routes of the Icknield 

Way which crossed the River Cam, running eastward across Cambridgeshire. The main 
settlement of Sawston appears to have started during the Saxon period as a series of 
scattered  settlements  along  these  routes.  Of  these,  Dernford,  Pyratts  manor  and 
Huntingdon's  manor  are  recognisable  throughout  the  Medieval  period;  the  Borough 
around Borough Mill was also recorded (Taylor 1998). 

2.1.2 Later in the medieval period, the north-south route through the village from Cambridge to 
Royston and London became more important than the east-west routes; the village cross 
marked the junction of this route and Church Lane. Settlements away from this, even 
those around the church, declined and there was increased linear development along 
the present High Street. 

2.1.3 A much later planned development known as The Spike, took place at the southern end 
of the village in the late 19th century. This area was built to house the workers of the Old 
Yard Leather Works. Other accommodation was built to house workers of a paper mill, 
mineral water factory and printing works (Taylor 1998).

The Mill Lane Area
The following sections provide a brief summary of the history and development of the 
Mill  Lane area of  Sawston.  This is mostly drawn from “A History of  Sawston” by T F 
Teversham (Teversham 1947).

1580 Survey of Sawston
2.1.4 Mill Lane is mentioned as early as 1580 in the survey of Sawston which was conducted 

by the Steward John Paxton,  under instruction of  the lord of  the manor,  Sir  Edmund 
Huddleston.  The  entry  is  as  follows  “An  endware  called  Myll  lane  wherein  certeign 
personnes doe inhabitt” Teversham wrote that “the houses were in the neighbourhood of 
the charity allotments, four houses on the north side of the lane and two on the south 
side. The charity close, then called “Town Close” (also Fotts Close) was woodland and 
pasture, 3 acres in extent and occupied the same site as the present “Chestnuts”. On the 
east side of the close was Barr Lane which extended northwards up to the Baulkes” (see 
Figure 8). In and around these houses were other closes of arable land, woodland and 
pasture, so forming a self-contained hamlet half way between the village and Borough 
Mill. Twenty years later, the parish became legally responsible for the maintenance of its 
poor inhabitants who were unable to support themselves, and certain houses in the Mill 
Lane settlement were eventually used as workhouses.

The Parish Ditches
2.1.5 There are a number of ditches within the parish and Teversham has classed these into 

three main groups,  all  of  which he believes have been in existence since Prehistoric 
times (Teversham 1947). 

2.1.6 There is one ditch of particular relevance for this desk-based study which is located on 
the southern boundary of the site shown on Teversham's Map as “3” (Figure 8), this part 
of the ditch is known as “Stinking Ditch”, one of the ditches which ran from Huntingdon's 
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manor to Town Close. In 1947, Teversham described it as follows: “The Town Close ditch 
starts from Mill  Lane and skirts  the western boundary of  the recreation ground.  This 
section of the ditch has been significantly called “Stinking Ditch”, a name which it  still 
thoroughly deserves. The ditch turns due west along the length of the Town Closes, past 
the charity allotments and “Big Tittys” and then runs due north along Stakings as far as 
“Little Titty's”.  Here it  turns west  and runs across Stakings direct  to the outfall  at  the 
entrance to Dovehouse Meadow.”

2.1.7 Maintenance of the parish ditches was of up-most importance and at no point during the 
medieval period is there reference to the inhabitants of Mill  Lane ever suffering from 
flood  waters  as  Teversham  recalls  happening  between  1887  and  1918  (Teversham 
1947). He believes that it  was “the construction of the LNER Railway embankment in 
1845 which was indirectly the cause of these floods, as much of the flood water from 
Bridgemoor  which  formerly  overflowed  into  the  meadows  near  Whittlesford  Mill,  was 
diverted by the embankment towards the west end of Common Lane and then across 
Stakings into Mill Lane. The last serious recorded flood occurred in May 1918, when a 
whole  row  of  partly  submerged  cottages  at  the  western  end  of  Mill  Lane  suddenly 
collapsed”.

Mill Lane in the 19th Century
2.1.8 After  1811  the  workhouse  in  Mill  Lane  was  demolished  and  there  were  three  other 

houses on Mill Lane to house the aged and disabled poor.

2.1.9 Teversham describes Mill Lane in the late 19th century as follows:

“...Mill Lane was still, as in medieval days, a winding and sheltered avenue with grass 
verges, shaded by pollard elms and ash trees... in summer children would stroll along 
the lane,  picking dewberries among the dense undergrowth by the laneside,  or  stroll 
around the closes to climb old oak trees”.

“But  the  lane  has  other  less  pleasant  memories,  of  disastrous  floods  which  brought 
discomfort, disease and distress into many cottage homes”.

2.1.10 It was the enclosure of 1802/3 that changed not only the layout of the parish, which had 
remained unaltered since medieval times, but which had a “paralysing effect” on much of 
the population. Many who did not own either their land or house were forced to change 
occupation  or  to  work  as  farm labourers  for  the  larger  farms.  Many  others  became 
“paupers” who, along with their families, the parish had a responsibility for. The parish 
therefore often found them work, although for low wages, such as cleaning out ditches, 
road construction and repair and digging and barrowing in the local quarry pit.

2.2   The Historic Environment Record (HER) and Archaeological Investigations 
2.2.1 A search of  the  county's  Historic  Environment  Record  (HER) was carried  out  over  a 

750m radius of the site.

2.2.2 The HER is a computerised database of all  listed and other historic buildings and all 
known  archaeological  sites,  historic  parks  and  gardens  and  other  historic  landscape 
features in the county, plotted onto linked digital mapping and often supplemented by 
photographs, drawings and written accounts. The search was carried out by a member 
of  Cambridgeshire's  Historic  Environment  team and all  records  falling  within  a 750m 
radius of the site were provided in descriptive form with corresponding datasets supplied 
as shapefiles to provide the exact geographic location of each record (Figures 3 and 4). 
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2.2.3 The results of  the search are provided below, by period and also summarised in the 
tables in Appendix B. There are no HER entries within the site itself. Figure 3 shows the 
location  of  all  event  and monument  records  and Figure  4 shows all  historic  building 
records. The results of the listed building search is presented in Section 2.3 and also 
supported by a descriptive table in Appendix B.

Prehistoric
2.2.4 There are a small  number  of  records relating to prehistoric  activity within the search 

area, most of which have been generated from archaeological investigations, findspots 
and non-intrusive investigations.

2.2.5 During  an  archaeological  evaluation  and  subsequent  excavation  at  Sawston  Police 
Station, Cambridge Road (ECB1464/CB15777 and MCB17152) 660m to the north-east 
of  the development  area,  ditches  were  identified  which were thought  to  be part  of  a 
larger Bronze Age field or enclosure system. These were sealed by quantities of Middle-
Late  Bronze  Age  struck  flint  and  unstruck  nodules.  A small  assemblage  of  residual 
Neolithic  and  Bronze  Age  worked  flint  was  recovered  from  later  features  during 
excavations  at  Sawston  Hall  in  2008,  approximately  650m  to  the  south-east 
(MCB17295),  this  was  in  addition  to  the  evaluation  in  2006  which  recovered  a 
Neolithic/Bronze Age water channel which was believed to have been re-cut during the 
Roman period (ECB2291).   In 2011, a single ditch of probable Bronze Age date was 
recorded during an evaluation at 28 Cambridge Road (ECB3658/MCB19569).

2.2.6 An aerial  photographic  survey undertaken during the early 1980s identified what  has 
been  interpreted  as  a  late  prehistoric  enclosure  to  the  south  of  Borough  Hill, 
approximately 950m to the north-west of the development site (ECB1706). Further non-
intrusive investigation has suggested that this is a later prehistoric fort.

2.2.7 Reported find  spots  include a  number  of  flint  cores,  flakes  and blades  found  during 
gardening at Bowers Terrace, 200m north-east of the development site (MCB17619) and 
a Neolithic flint scraper from an unspecified location (HER 04113).

Iron Age and Roman
2.2.8 There is evidence for Iron Age and Roman activity within the search area, particularly 

from archaeological investigation and works associates with Borough Hill fort.

2.2.9 The most significant site recorded is that of the Scheduled Monument of Borough Hill 
Iron  Age  hill  fort  approximately  950m  to  the  north-west  of  the  development  site 
(DCB190).  The  large  multivallate  hill  fort  is  situated  on  a  low  chalk  promontory 
surrounded  to  the  north,  south  and  west  by  the  floodplain  of  the  River  Cam.  The 
promontory stands about 2m-3m above the surrounding alluvium, which is sufficient to 
allow the hill fort to dominate the local landscape, and in particular the course of the river 
which flows close to the southern edge of the site. The monument is roughly oval in plan, 
measuring approximately 430m east  to west  and 300m north to south.  The circuit  of 
defences is composed of varying arrangements of banks and ditches enclosing an area 
of approximately 8ha.  The north-west  arc of the defences is visible as a broad bank, 
30m-40m wide, following the contours of the hill. The bank retains an inner and outer 
scarp and survives to a height of approximately 0.9m. A geophysical survey of this area 
conducted in 1992 indicated the below ground survival of a 5m wide ditch, flanked by an 
outer linear feature thought to be remains of a timber built box rampart. A palisade trench 
traversing the line of the ditch was noted during the survey. This feature is considered to 
be part of an elaborate entrance way giving access to the lower-lying floodplain to the 
west. The box rampart was also identified further to the east along the northern arc of 
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the defences, where it was flanked by two 5m wide ditches set 30m apart. The rampart 
bank is more clearly defined to the north-east of Homewood House where the perimeter 
of  the  enclosure  passes  through  a  wooded  field  boundary.  At  this  point  the  bank 
measures 6.5m wide and up to 1.1m in height. The counterscarp bank formed by the 
outer ditch is also visible some 6m from the base of the rampart, surviving to a height of 
about 1m. A single broad bank, up to 1.4m high and 50m wide, crosses the promontory 
and marks the eastern perimeter of  the enclosure.  Aerial  photographs show that  this 
section of the defences comprises two ditches with internal banks and a further inner 
ditch. A geological test pit dug into one of these banks in 1990 revealed a 0.8m deep 
layer of re- deposited chalk capped by 0.3m of clay. The chalk component of the bank is 
visible in the plough-soil, whereas the in-filled ditches are marked by slight depressions 
containing darker soil. A 30m wide gap in the defences in the middle of the eastern field 
is thought to represent a simple entrance way aligned with the easiest approach to the 
hill  fort  along the promontory. The southern defences are largely overlain by a raised 
causeway which carries the access road to the modern paperworks. However, a short 
section of the bank has been identified in the western part of the pasture to the south of 
the road. 

2.2.10 Other investigations associated with the hill fort include a watching brief conducted in 
1993 (ECB1086) during the construction of a pipe line, which recorded the survival of the 
hill fort bank and ditch as well as a shallow pit and ditch positioned outside of the fort. A 
second  watching  brief  comprising  seventeen  test  pits  was  undertaken  during  2001 
(ECB1378). A series of layers were noted within the circuit of the fort as well as parts of 
the banks and ditches themselves. 

2.2.11 An  archaeological  evaluation  and  subsequent  excavation  at  Sawston  Police  Station 
(ECB1464/CB15777 and MCB17152) 660m to the north-east of the development area 
revealed the remains of two ditched enclosures which may be Roman military camps 
and a subsequent road junction, both dating to the 1st century. Investigations at Sawston 
Hall  in  2006  and  2008  approximately  650m to  the  south-east  (MCB17295/ECB2291) 
identified two Roman wells, a ditch and a re-cut prehistoric water channel.

Saxon
2.2.12 Records  relating  to  Saxon  activity  mostly  derive  from  reported  findspots  and 

investigations which have taken place at Sawston Hall.

2.2.13 Excavations at Sawston Hall in 2008 (MCB17810) revealed finds and features of 8th to 
13th century date comprising pits, ditches and a large in-filled solution hole as well as a 
rare  Saxon pewter  brooch.  Finds  suggest  occupation  activity  in  the  vicinity,  possible 
associated with the earlier manorial precursor to Sawston Hall. 

2.2.14 Findspots from this period include a plain brooch or buckle (HER04112) and a key with 
stirrup-shaped handle (HER04111), both from unspecified locations within the parish.

Medieval
2.2.15 There  are  relatively  few records  relating  to  medieval  activity  within  the  search  area, 

deriving from a diverse range of sources.

2.2.16 There  are  just  three  medieval  records  relating  to  archaeological  investigations. 
Investigations at Sawston Hall in 2006 (MCB17317 and ECB2291) identified two 12th-
14th century ditches,  thought  to relate to  an earlier  hall  on the site.  Field walking at 
Borough Hill hill  fort in 1992 recovered a single sherd of medieval pottery (ECB1006) 
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and  a  medieval  headland  was  recorded  as  part  of  the  Roman  archaeological 
investigations at the Old Police Station (ECB1464/CB15777 and MCB17152). 

2.2.17 A number of buildings survive within the search area that are believed to have medieval 
origins.  These  include  Sawson  Hall  (HER01267a),  the  Manor  and  Farmhouse  at 
Huntingdon's Farm (HER01268), Saint Mary's Church (HER04123 / DCB4775) and The 
Queens Head Inn (HER04140 / DCB6226), 

2.2.18 At  Huntingdon  Farm,  400m to  the  south-east  of  the  development  area  (HER01268), 
there is also a known moated site. Evidence for this has come mostly from earthworks 
which have revealed the remains of a rectangular moat on the west side of the current 
farmhouse. The site measures approximately 67m long with a moat 9m wide, shallow, 
and only slightly wet. On the outer side is a slight bank, a lesser ditch, and then another 
small blank. The northern part of the original enclosure has been partly separated by a 
ditch coming from the west and has been raised in level by 0.6m. This is the site of 
Huntington's Manor.

2.2.19 There is also a record of the site of the former 16th century market cross on the junction 
of High Street and Church Lane (HER04167/DCB5481).

Post-medieval
2.2.20 The majority of  records relating to post-medieval activity within the search area have 

been generated from buildings,  some of  which have Listed Building status.  Buildings 
include elements of Sawston Hall (HER01267a/DCB6278), an 18th century dovecote in 
Orchard  Lane  (HER1049/DCB6098),  a  17th  century  dovecote  in  Mill  Lane 
(HER10450/DCB5180), the tannery and drying shed which was part of the Hutchinson 
and  Hardy  Tannery  (MCB16577/DCB6744),  the  19th  century  Congregational  Church 
(MCB17207) and Sawston Free Church (CB14956). A full list of the listed buildings can 
be found in Appendix B as well as in Section 2.3.

2.2.21 Other  records  include  an  undated  milestone  on  the  verge  of  the  High  Street, 
(MCB18351)  and  extensive  post-medieval  earthworks  at  Sawston  Hall  (HER01267) 
which include a landscaped parkland, moat, pond, bank and fishpond.

Modern
2.2.22 With the exception of buildings, there are only four modern records, three of which relate 

to  existing  and  destroyed  structures  associated  with  the  Second  World  War.  These 
comprise records of military headquarters (CB15098) and a range of brick-build buildings 
constructed  during  the  war  (MCB17319),  both  at  Sawston  Hall,  and  the  site  of  a 
destroyed Pillbox located between the river Cam and Whittlesford (MCB16383).

2.2.23 An archaeological evaluation at the Bellbird Primary School, approximately 650m to the 
north-east  of  the development site in 2007 recorded a modern boundary ditch and a 
large  modern  pit  (MCB19830/ECB2774).  Finds  recovered  from  this  site  included  an 
undated dog skeleton and three struck flints recovered from the sub-soil.

Undated
2.2.24 There are a small number of records within the search area which remain undated but 

indicate the presence of archaeological remains within the vicinity.

2.2.25 Earthworks have been recorded spanning five fields to the west of Huntingdon Farm, 
approximately 400m to the south of the development site (HER10005). Although not fully 
identified,  these are  possibly  the  result  of  gravel  extraction  or  quarrying.  Earthworks 
have also revealed undated fishponds and a ditch within the grounds of Sawston Hall 
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(HER11254) and a number of ditched and banked features were identified during aerial 
photographic  surveys at  Borough Hill  in 2000 (ECB2185).  A Geophysical  survey also 
carried out at Borough Hill in 2001 identified the presence of a triple ditched enclosure 
with internal features typical of intensive occupation within (ECB2184).  

2.3   Listed Buildings
There are 46 Listed Buildings within the search radius of the site (Figure 4). A summary 
of all of the buildings in the search area is included in Appendix B. 

2.3.1 In the immediate area surrounding the site there are very few Listed Buildings. On Mill 
Lane, approximately 185m to the north-west of the site, is a Grade II Listed 17th century 
timber-framed plastered building with some 19th century extensions (DCB5181). Also on 
Mill Lane is a 17th century dovecote (DCB5180) currently used by the school for storage 
and a Grade II  Listed 18th/19th century house called The Orchards, which is timber-
framed with a steeply pitched roof and plastered plinth (DCB4754). 

2.3.2 The majority of  the listed buildings are located within the historic  core of  the village, 
along the High Street (Figure 4), the earliest of which include the 12th century church of 
St Mary (DCB4775), the late 15th century Queens Head Inn (DCB6226) and Sunnyside 
and Vine Cottage, originally one single medieval open hall (DCB4759).

2.4   Cartographic Evidence
2.4.1 Historic  maps  showing  the  current  site  and  spanning  the  period  1811  to  1981  were 

examined at Cambridgeshire Records Office (CRO). Each map is described below:

Sawston Inclosure Map, 1811 (Figure 5)
2.4.2 The earliest map viewed at Cambridgeshire Records Office was the 1811 Inclosure Map. 

This  map  shows  that  the  current  development  site  lies  within  three  separate  fields 
numbered 127, 128 and 129 – these fields form different boundaries within the site than 
those which currently exist (Figure 2).

2.4.3 The accompanying Inclosure Award states that  these parcels  of  land,  amongst  many 
others in the parish, were owned by Richard Huddleston Esq. It  is likely that Richard 
Huddleston rented out these and other pockets of land within the parish. Unfortunately 
the Inclosure Award does not provide any information regarding land use or the name of 
tenant/occupier.

2.4.4 There is what appears to be a rectangular building/range of buildings within the northern 
part of plot 129. These are not included within the current development area, although 
they  may have  represented  a  house/houses  for  those  renting  or  working  on  this  or 
associated plots.

2.4.5 The land was most likely rented and farmed and there is no suggestion of buildings or 
any other activity occurring within the development area. 

First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (25” edition), 1886 (Figure 6) 
2.4.6 The introduction of the Ordnance Survey mapping provided reliable, scaled maps which 

show unbiased accurate detail  of  the landscape, depicting buildings,  roads, footpaths 
and relevant boundaries. 

2.4.7 The First Edition Map of Sawston depicts a removal of the boundaries which formed the 
three separate plots on the previous Inclosure Map of 1811. The three plots appear to 
have been amalgamated into one, although north to south tree lines may represent a 
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remnant of the former boundaries. The presence of the trees within the site on this map, 
as well as those flanking the boundaries, may indicate that it was common or wasteland; 
it certainly does not appear to be in any form of agricultural or occupational usage.

2.4.8 A footpath, denoted by the letters “F.P.” runs diagonally from north-west to south-east in 
the north-eastern corner of the development area; this further supports the suggestion 
that the land was not in agricultural use by the late 19th century. The footpath links up 
with a number  of  paths shown within  this  part  of  Sawston,  possibly indicating public 
access across the fields within this part of the parish. 

Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map (25” edition), 1903 (Figure 7)
2.4.9 There  appears  to  have  been  no  significant  change  or  development  within  the  site 

between the time of the First Edition map of 1886 and the Second Edition of 1903. the 
trees shown on the previous map are not depicted on the Second Edition Maps, although 
that is not to say they have been removed as they are only used to depict areas of dense 
woodland or orchard by this time. 

2.4.10 Mill Lane is now labelled and the small development in the north-western corner of the 
field (not included in the development area) has a “W” at the end of the building range 
denoting a well. The footpath is still depicted on this map.

2.4.11 The adjacent  western field  is  labelled “Allotments”  which are still  present  and in  use 
today.

Sketch map of Sawston in 1947, from “History of Sawston” by T.F. Teversham 
(Figure 8)

2.4.12 This sketch map has been included in this study as it depicts the drain which runs along 
the southern edge of the proposed development area. This ditch is numbered “9” on the 
accompanying key and is called “Stinking Ditch”.

2.4.13 The  proposed  site  falls  within  an  area  labelled  “31”  which,  according  to  the 
corresponding key, is an area called “Town Close” bounded on the eastern and southern 
sides by a ditch; other field boundaries are not depicted at this scale.

1950-54 Ordnance Survey Map (25” edition) (Figure 9)
2.4.14 The next available map which depicts the site in detail is the 1950-54 Ordnance Survey 

Map. The land which lies within the development area does not appear to have been 
developed or impacted upon since the last map of 1903. The footpath is still present and 
there is nothing on this map to suggest any change in land use.

2.4.15 There are a few more small buildings in the north-western corner of the field (outside of 
the  development  area)  and  the  most  obvious  change  within  close  proximity  is  the 
addition of houses in the field to the immediate east called Town Close and also what 
appears to be significant residential development along the north side of Mill Lane. 

1981 Ordnance Survey Map (25” edition) (Figure 10)
2.4.16 During the 30 years between the time of the last map of 1950-54 and the next available 

map  of  1981  there  appears  to  have  been  an  explosion  of  residential  housing 
developments, particularly in the area between the northern side of Mill Lane and New 
Road.

2.4.17 Within the proposed development area a small range of buildings are depicted by the 
1950s whose layout is identical to those still present within the site at the time of the site 
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visit in early June 2013. On this map these buildings are accessed from a track leading 
directly from Mill  Lane, as is still  the current site layout of  the proposed development 
area today.

2.4.18 What was previously one field in the three maps dating back to 1903, now appears to be 
three  separate  areas:  the  plot  which  forms  part  of  the  current  development  area 
occupying the southern part of the field and two new areas of housing including a fire 
station fronting onto Mill Lane on either side of the access track. 

2.4.19 The public footpaths previously depicted across the site as well as in other nearby parts 
of Sawston appear to have been removed/built upon. The allotment is still shown to the 
immediate west and the field to the immediate south includes a breakers yard.

2.4.20 Other than the erection of these few storage (?) buildings within the development area, 
there is nothing to suggest that any other development or significant change in land use 
occurred between the 1950s and 1980s.

2.5   Other Designations
2.5.1 There are no designated sites such as Scheduled Monuments,  Ancient  Woodland or 

Listed Buildings within the development area. Those sites returned during a search of 
the area within a 750m radius of the site are listed and described in Section 2.2 and 
presented in full in Appendix B. 

2.6   Aerial Photographic Surveys, Cropmarks and Earthworks
2.6.1 No new aerial photographic assessments or geophysical surveys were carried out for 

this desk-based assessment, however, CHER records of nearby earthworks indicate the 
presence of an earlier fort at Borough Hill (ECB1706), post-medieval landscape features 
at  Sawston  Hall  (HER01267)  and  a  medieval  moated  site  at  Huntingdon  Farm 
(HER01268). The earthworks located closest to the development site lie approximately 
400m to the south-east.

2.7   Site Visit (Plates 1-5)
2.7.1 A site visit was undertaken on 4th June 2013 with the aim of assessing the development 

area within the context of its topography, current land-use and relationship with known 
and previously unidentified heritage assets.

2.7.2 Access to the site is on the south side of Mill Lane (Plate 1) via an unsurfaced track 
(Plate 2). At the bottom of the track the roughly rectangular parcel of land which makes 
up the site  was mostly visible,  with  a fence running around the perimeter.  From this 
position,  the site  appeared to be relatively  flat,  although it  was fairly  overgrown with 
meadow grasses and small shrubs and trees (Plate 3). Although not accessed, two large 
buildings were visible – both modern and thought to be those first represented on the 
1981 Edition Ordnance Survey Map (Figure 10).  

2.7.3 The site  was also  viewed from the western side  where  access  was possible via  the 
parish allotments. Again, the site was fenced off and only viewed from the boundary. This 
side of the site/development area varied very little from the northern side: comprising 
long meadow grasses and overgrown shrubs and trees (Plates 4 and 5). 
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3  DEPOSIT MAPPING 

3.1   General
3.1.1 This section aims to broadly predict the existence of archaeological remains within the 

development area based on the mapping of the distribution of all known historic assets 
outlined in the previous sections. 

3.2   Prehistoric
3.2.1 There  is  very  little  evidence  of  prehistoric  activity  close  to  the  site.  Archaeological 

investigations  have  recorded evidence of  Bronze  Age activity  on  sites  at  Cambridge 
Road and at Sawston Hall, however both sites are more than 600m away. Reported finds 
have  not  been  precisely  mapped/located  and  although  there  is  greater  potential  for 
remains around the Borough Hill hill fort, this site is almost 1km away.

3.2.2 The “Stinking Ditch” running along the southern boundary of the development area is 
thought  to  have  prehistoric  origins  (Teversham  1947),  however,  there  is  nothing  to 
suggest that this or any of the several other surviving ditches were anything more than 
drainage  or  boundary  ditches  as  opposed  to  any  significant  settlement  or  enclosure 
boundaries.

3.2.3 There  is  therefore  a  low  probability  of  encountering  Prehistoric  remains  within  the 
development  site  other  than  perhaps  stray  finds,  however,  as  there  have  been  no 
archaeological investigations within close proximity, this cannot be entirely ruled out.   

3.3   Iron Age and Roman
3.3.1 The most reliable evidence for Iron Age activity derives mostly from the presence of, and 

investigations  around,  the  hill  fort  at  Borough  Hill  almost  1km  from  the  site. 
Investigations at  Sawston Police Station and at  Sawston Hall,  both more than 600m 
away have recorded surviving evidence of Roman activity, associated with the military 
and the Roman Road.

3.3.2 There is therefore a low probability of encountering Iron Age or Roman remains within 
the development  site.  However,  as  there  have been no archaeological  investigations 
within close proximity, this cannot be entirely ruled out.    

3.4   Saxon
3.4.1 Records  relating  to  Saxon  activity  mostly  derive  from  reported  findspots  and 

investigations which have taken place at  Sawston Hall  where significant  evidence for 
occupation has been discovered.

3.4.2 As  a  result  there  is  a  low  probability  of  encountering  Saxon  remains  within  the 
development site. However, as there have been no archaeological investigations within 
close proximity, this cannot be entirely ruled out.    

3.5   Medieval
3.5.1 Other than surviving buildings of medieval origin, a stray pottery sherd from Borough Hill 

and  the  site  of  the  former  market  cross,  there  is  surprisingly  limited  archaeological 
evidence of medieval activity within the search area. 

3.5.2 Investigations at Sawston Hall in 2006 identified two 12th-14th century ditches, thought 
to relate to an earlier hall on the site. A medieval headland was recorded as part of the 
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primarily Roman archaeological investigations at the Old Police Station. A known moated 
site lies 400m to the south-east of the development area at Huntingdon Farm, and there 
is mention of houses in “Myll lane” in the 1580 survey.

3.5.3 There  is  a  low-moderate  probability  of  encountering  medieval  remains  within  the 
development site based upon its close proximity to Huntingdon's Farm and the historical 
development of Mill Lane, which has origins in at least the Saxon or medieval period; 
during this time there were known to be buildings present (Teversham 1947), although 
these are most likely to have been situated on the street-frontage.

3.6   Post-medieval and modern
3.6.1 Records relating to post-medieval activity comprised the largest number of all records in 

the  1km  radius  search  of  the  site,  most  of  which  relate  to  buildings.  Other  records 
include  an  undated  milestone  on  the  verge  of  the  High  Street  and  extensive  post-
medieval  earthworks  at  Sawston  Hall.  Archaeological  investigations at  the  Bellbird 
Primary School, approximately 650m to the north-east of the development site in 2007, 
recorded  a  modern  boundary  ditch  and  a  large  modern  pit  and  records  surrounding 
WWII activity relate to either destroyed structures or extant buildings at Sawston Hall.

3.6.2 Cartographic evidence shows that there have been very few boundary changes within 
the last  two centuries  and no obvious  development  or  use other  than agricultural  or 
pasture/common land. Historic background research has revealed that the surrounding 
fields and perhaps those in which the development area is situated were subjected to 
episodes of flooding following the construction of the railway embankments in the mid 
19th century. This may be another reason why the site was not developed in the recent 
past and there may be evidence for these flood deposits currently surviving within the 
land.

3.6.3 There  is  therefore  a  low-moderate  probability  of  encountering  post-medieval  remains 
within the development site. Where present these are most likely to be boundary ditches, 
as  depicted  on  the  1811  map  (Figure  5).  there  may  also  be  a  small  amount  of 
disturbance  associated with the present mid 20th century buildings.  
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4  DEGREE OF SURVIVAL 

4.1   General
4.1.1 This section broadly assesses the degree of likely survival of any archaeological remains 

within the site. It has not been possible to provide a detailed predictive deposit model as 
there have been (on present knowledge) no site investigation reports and there are no 
recorded finds from the site, therefore the following is intended as a guide only. 

4.1.2 The site's  prior  use,  as primarily  agricultural/pasture land,  indicates that  the depth of 
deposits should not be greater than average. Based on historic mapping, no buildings 
are known to have existed within the site from the mid 19th century until the mid 20th 
century. It is also unlikely that there were many buildings present within the development 
area during  the  medieval  period,  given its  location  outside  the  medieval  core  of  the 
village. Whilst the historical sources do indicate a small number of outlying structures, 
these would most likely be positioned on the street-frontage and it is unlikely that any 
associated plots would extend as far back as the development area. 

4.2   Rating
4.2.1 Based on the distribution of known finds and other heritage assets and their likely degree 

of survival within the site, a broad rating for each period can be summarised as follows.

Period Distribution Survival
Prehistoric Low Good/Unknown
Iron Age/Roman Low Good/Unknown
Saxon Low Good/Unknown
Medieval Low-moderate Good/Unknown
Post-medieval Low-moderate Good/Unknown
Modern Low-moderate Good/Unknown
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5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1   General
5.1.1 The objective of this desk-based assessment was to assess the archaeological potential 

of the development site by drawing together all known documentary, cartographic and 
archaeological evidence from the surrounding area. 

5.1.2 Preservation of archaeological deposits on the site is dependent on any ploughing or 
farming techniques used on the site in the past, however as the land appears to have 
been un-farmed for at least the last 130 years, it is unlikely to have been disturbed by 
destructive farming machinery prior to this.

5.1.3 On cartographic  information  it  seems  likely  that  there  has  been  little  impact  on  the 
development area in the last 200 years. The construction of the buildings present on the 
site during the mid-late 20th century appears to be the only recognisable development.

5.1.4 There is a low probability of encountering prehistoric deposits. If they are present they 
are most likely to be finds scatters.

5.1.5 There is a low probability of encountering Late Iron Age remains given the proximity of 
the site to known settlement at the hill fort almost 1km away. The closest evidence for 
Roman archaeology is recorded over 600m away.

5.1.6 The likelihood of encountering Saxon remains is low and known occupation from this 
period appears to be centred around Sawston Hall and the core of the village along the 
High Street.

5.1.7 The  most  likely  features  to  be  encountered  are  medieval  and  post-medieval  field 
boundaries.

5.1.8 Modern  building  debris  and  levelling  layers  associated  with  the  construction  of  the 
current buildings on the site may be encountered and may also have impacted on any 
earlier deposits. However these occupy such a small part of the development area that 
their impact on any archaeological remains is expected to be minimal. 

5.2   Impact on Heritage Assets
5.2.1 Any below ground works necessary as part of the redevelopment of the site are likely to 

affect any archaeological features which may be present within the site. The greatest 
impact is likely to be from site preparation/landscaping and construction of new building 
foundations, service trenches, access roads, garage footings etc. 
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Sawston Inclosure Map 1811 P136/26/1B

First Edition Ordnance 
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1886 Cambridgeshire LIV.7 and LIV.11

Second Edition 
Ordnance Survey Map 
25” Edition

1903 Cambridgeshire LIV.7 and LIV.11

1950-54 Edition 
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1950-54 Cambridgeshire LIV.7 and LIV.11
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Survey Map 25” Edition

1950-54 Cambridgeshire LIV.7 and LIV.11
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Figure 2:  Map showing proposed development area (red)
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ECB2831

Evaluation at 
11 Babraham Road, 
Sawston, 
2007

ECB1972Evaluation at 
16-20 High Street, 
Sawston, 
2005

ECB1972Evaluation at 
16-20 High Street, 
Sawston, 
2005

ECB3658ECB3658
Evaluation at Former Moules Garage,
28 Cambridge Road, 
Sawston, 
2011

Evaluation at Former Moules Garage,
28 Cambridge Road, 
Sawston, 
2011

ECB1376ECB1376

ECB2600ECB2600ECB2600 ECB2600ECB2600

Geophysical survey 
at Sawston Hall, 
2006

Geophysical survey 
at Sawston Hall, 
2006

ECB1006
Fieldwalking at Borough Hill, Sawston, 1992

ECB1006
Fieldwalking at Borough Hill, Sawston, 1992

ECB2185
AP assessment, Spicer Estate, Sawston, 2000

ECB2185
AP assessment, Spicer Estate, Sawston, 2000
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Figure 3: Result of HER search showing distribution of monument records
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Figure 4: Result of HER search showing distribution of listed building records  
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Plate 2: Access track to site  
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Plate 1: View of Mill Lane, from West  
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Plate 4: View of Site from Allotments to the west of the site

Plate 5: View of Site from Allotments to the west of the site



Di rec to r : G i l l H e y , B A P h D F S A M I F A

Oxfo rd A rchaeo logy L td i s a

P r i va te L im i ted Company , N o : 1618597

and a Reg i s te red Char i t y , N o : 285627

OA Nor th
Mi l l 3
Moor Lane
Lancas te r LA1 1GF

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  541 000
f : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  848 606
e : oanor th@ ox fo rdarchaeo logy .c om
w:h t tp : / /ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com

Head Of f ice/Reg i s te red O f f ice/
OA Sou th

Janus House
Osney Mead
Oxfo rd OX2 0ES

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1865  263 800
f : +44  ( 0 )1865  793 496
e : i n fo@ ox fo rdarchaeo logy .com
w:h t tp : / /ox fo rda rchaeo logy .com 

OA Eas t

15 Tra f a lga r Way
Bar H i l l
Cam br id gesh i re
CB23 8SQ

t : +44 (0 )1223  850500
e : oaea s t @ ox fo rda rc haeo lo gy .co m
w :h t tp : / / ox fo rda rch ae o lo gy .com




