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Summary

On the 13th of January 2015 an archaeological evaluation was carried out on the
proposed  site  of  a  new  pumping  station  off  Newborough  Road,  Paston,
Peterborough.

Works entailed the excavation of a 20m length of trench covering a 30m² area of the
site. The evaluation identified no archaeological features or deposits.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work

1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted at  the proposed site of Paston Reserve
Pumping Station, Newborough Road, Paston, Peterborough.

1.1.2 This archaeological  evaluation trenching was undertaken in  accordance with a Brief
issued by Rebecca Casa-Hatton of Peterborough City Council Archaeological Service
(PCCAS), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East. 

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  National  Planning  Policy  Framework  (Department  for
Communities and Local Government March 2012).  The results will enable decisions to
be  made by  PCCAS,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Planning  Authority,  with  regard  to  the
treatment of any archaeological remains found. 

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The site lies to the west of Newborough Road, Paston, Peterborough and south of Car

Dyke sitting at c. 9mOD with a gentle downward slope from south to north. 

1.2.2 As  described  by  the  British  Geological  Survey  data  the  site  lies  on  Oxford  Clay
formation recorded on site as being a yellowish grey silty clay.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 The area of excavation is defined as an area of archaeological potential by information

held in the Peterborough City Council Historical Environment Record. The site's close
proximity  to  Car  Dyke  means  there  is  potential  for  Roman  archaeology.  Recent
excavations in the vicinity of the site and reported finds have recorded Iron Age, Roman
and Medieval Archaeology within the fields surrounding the proposed site (PCCHER
No.'s 50527, 50529,  51431, 51938, 51939) 

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 The Author would like to thank Anglian Water for commissioning these works and other

members of OA East who contributed to this report.
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The objective of this archaeological evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably

possible  the presence/absence,  location,  nature,  extent,  date,  quality,  condition  and
significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a

wheeled JCB-type excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. 

2.2.2 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.3 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma
sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. .

2.2.4 The site was waterlogged due to a high water table and standing water from heavy rain
falling prior to excavation.
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Trench 1

Trench 1 measured 20 x 1.5m and was aligned NE-SW. The natural geology 100 was
reached at a depth of 0.35m (8.65mOD) and recorded as a light yellowish grey clay.
This was overlain by a 0.05m thick layer of subsoil recorded as a mid-light orangey
grey silty clay. This in turn was overlain by a 0.3m thick layer of plough soil recorded as
a dark greyish brown clayey silt. This topsoil layer contained infrequent Post-Medieval
and  Modern  finds  including  pottery,  clay  pipe,  CBM  and  Glass.  These  finds  were
deposited on site due to their highly fragmented and abraded state and their modern
date.

3.2   Finds Summary
3.2.1 No archaeologically significant finds were recovered from this site.

3.3   Environmental Summary
3.3.1 No environmental samples were recovered from this site.
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1   Discussion
4.1.1 No archaeological features or deposits were found on site during this archaeological

evaluation and no archaeological finds were recovered.

4.2   Conclusions
4.2.1 Despite  the  high  archaeological  potential  of  the  site  no  archaeology  was  recorded

within the excavated trench. With such a small development area it is possible that the
site  is  simply devoid  of  the  types of  archaeological  features  found within  the  site's
vicinity or it is possible that localised truncation by ploughing has occurred on the site
as may be suggested by the thin overburden of plough soil.

4.3   Significance
4.3.1 The results of this evaluation bear little significance to the archaeological record of the

site or its regional context.

4.4   Recommendations
4.4.1 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the City

Archaeology Office.
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APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1

General description Orientation NE=SW

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of soil and subsoil overlying 
a natural clay

Avg. depth (m) 0.35

Width (m) 1.5

Length (m) 20

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

100 Layer - 0.3 Topsoil
Pottery,

clay pipe,
CBM

Post Medieval/Modern

101 Layer - 0.05 Subsoil - -

102 Layer - - Natural - -
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Plate 1:  Trench 1 looking south west
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