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Summary

Twenty four trenches agross the crest of the Rill and the valley

bottom revealed traces of surface quarrying Tor iron ore,
Although there were no deposits of archacclogical sigrificance,
several unstratified asherds of pottery suggested possible
s guring

t
zttliements

agrivdltural activity assoviated with nearby sett
the Iron Age - Romano British pericd. None of
dappear to be within the proposed guarry extension.

tbocation and Previous Land Use

This assessment examined & propoesed extension to the west of the
gxisting ARC guasrry at Dryhrook. The site includes the crest and
o

part of the north side of an east-west valley. The propuose
Quarry extension rises some S0m from the vallesy floor fto an
almost level summil. The land dis currently under permsnent
pasture but parts of the lower fTields have beern used 1o grow
potatoss wuntil recently {pers. com. Mr Matthews and locs

residents, ARD APs) . The remainder of the land has been used for
grazing within the lifetime of the present farmer.

Past Mining Acltivity

i - s oo 1

Immedistely to the northi-west of the proposal guarry extension
a 0.8 ha copse conceals the tremches and spoil heaps from early

surtace diggimg for iron ore. Urmti about 20 vears agw the
remains of this iron ore digging extended sastwards across the
Rill crest (pers. com. the contractor and Mr Matthoews). T g
platform marking & 192th century trial sheft {(ist eo., 0.5, 25
inch, surveyed 1878) was levelled at the same time as the old

3

workings on the hill crest.

Limestone may have been dug from the top of the il to supply
- R Ty - da

a pre 20th century lime kKilm which was located at the north-west
corner of the present ARDC guarry.

fesessment Sltrategy

O the crown and sides of the Rill the so0il vardied in depth
between 10 and 30cm above westhered bed rock. At ths botiom of

b

ed the depth of soil to about

5

the hill side, Rall wash had increa
lm. 1T guarrying was to go abead this soll would be stripped and
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deated archavological maeterial

pottery sherds: L IA-RE/ Med?

flint scraper — Bronze Age?

pottery sherd RDB
pottery sherds passibly RE

NS

1 pottery sherd RB o
20th century fTlower pot

1 pottery sherd RB?

1 pottery sherd, prebistioric:
Bronmze Age?

potiery sherd RB, 2 poss. RE
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Ia iron Age

B Romano—-British

Mizd medieval




stored fTor restoration. Such stiripping would damesge or destroy
any archaeological remaing that may exist within or beneath the
seclogical assessment included
ation area from the uncated

F111 wash., Conseguently the archs
the whole of the cdrrent applic
sarthworks at the top of the hill to the deeper soil along the
southers boundary. Some 24 machine dug trenches were sxcavated

5
across the Rill crest and through the hill wash slong the

southern boundary (Fig 1), Potential archasological features
were then excavateo oy hand. Two small bhand dug pits examined
& more level ares of the Rill side. A large part of the site was
steep hillside which would not be expected to contaein psst
settlement remains and this area was not subjectes to sssessment
trenches, N

811 of the 24 machime dug trenches were excavated to & widih o

1.6m using a toothless ditching buckst.

The Hill Top Trenches

Seven maching cut trenches on the crown of the Hill (Fig 1} were
arranged to section selected sh

allow sarthworks and curvilinear
markings shown on aerial photographs (ARC AP s and GEC S&MRD .
In many places carbonifercus limestons rubble lay immediately
hengath the tur'. Fach of the wrenches displayed some
disturbance consistent with surface diguing through the weathered
limestorne fTor nodulasr iron ore.

T

There was no artefact evidence to date this sctivity. Trench 3
revealed a small area in which the weathered suwrface of the
limestone had besn removed perbaps for lime burning. Ocoasional
firnds of post-medieval clay tobacco pipe stem and fragmemtary
domestic materisl ocourred within the topsoil.

Trernch 4 provided twoe small sheerds ofF ward black sancied
micaceous pottery from the base of il. Currently there
iz imsufficient knowledge of potiery types from each pericd in
this locality to be able to date these two sherds with confidence

and they may be late lron Age, Romano-British or medieval.

& prehistoric Tlinmt tool was recovered Trom the topscil in trench
& Trie was an end-scrapgr and possibkly Bronze fAge. Mo octher
Flintwork was recoveres.

The Valley Bottom Trenches

Severteen machine dug trenches 1.é6m wide were excaveted through

the Hill wash to the surface of the undisturbed solifluction
deposits betwsen O0.5-1m below the ground surface, The surface

of the solifluction deposils was marked either by the presence
ot rounded boulders and sub-angular stone scatters or by &
generally lighter coloured soil. The seolifluction geposits were
certainly inm place by the end of the last glaciastion as boulders
and stones, had in places, been sorted into lines whilst other
pariglacial features comprising darker red mingral soils filling
irreqular polygonal features were visible 1n trenches 8 — 18.
Sections 2m deep were cult in trenches 8, 1C, 1% and 16 to v ity

the lithology. Although in several instances boulders Trom <.



0.1 = 0.8m diameter had been sorted into rough lines by
periglacial action selected excavation indicated that rnone of
Lhese features were man made. The periglgoial patiterning of the
subseil in the figld containing trenches 11-13 was visible omn thes
ARC a@rlal photograph taken during the summer of 1937,

Apart from periglacial features trench 17 revesled a soil-Ti1led
' 1 b

depression  containing charcoal flecks. An abraided  and
umdzuguovt"L sherd of either Roman or post-medieval pottery
dppeared to have been introduced inta ithe subsoil by amimal

gt tion.
Tremch 16 provided one possible Roman sherd. & small, uwndaeted,
possible post hole lay beneath the topscil &t the northermn end

of this trermch. At the east end of tremnch 17 and aleo urdated
lay & larger sub-circular pit . 1.9m in diameter with & dark
e0il Filling including charcoal Tlecks. There were Treguent

charcoal flecks throughout the scils in trenches 135—17 poseiinly
reflecting earlier land reclamation.

Tranch 18 revealed a pit o im which s quantity of timber had been
Burnt. There was rno evigencs thait this pit was not modern.

Trernch 1% revealed several post-medieval {(i1BLih~-1%9th century )
pottery sherds in the topsoil and a gravel spread suggesting the

-4

floor of a recent ocut- building or shed.

Trenches 20-24 were wach located on higher ground and bedrock was

exposed immediately below the topsoil. Na archasologicsal
features were revealed but a single sherd of pottery in a light

caorky Tabric came from trench 24.

The Hill Side Trernches

Following the discovery of a single sherd of Roman pottery from
a mole hill, four hand dug im sguare pilts were pxcavated down to
bedrock to reveal a single post-medieval pottery sherd.

Conclusions

Two probable prebistoric artefaclts were recovered; & probable
Bronze Age flint scraper from trench & and a possible pre-Iron
Age pottery sherd from tremch 24 which lay 300m to the south sast
of trench 6. The flint scraper was a residual find from a post-—
medieval later deposit, Qecasional tiint artefacis ooour
throughout the landscape and need not necessarily represent
settlement sites. There was ro other identifiable prenistoric
material present in any of the trenches. There doocs nob appear

to be any sigrmificant pre storic material whithin the guarry
application area.

Of nine sherds of pottery from trenches 4, %, 12, 1b&6, andg 2& anly
G owere definitely Romano-British and three more were probally

tw
Romarn . Two sherds may have been either late lran Age, Romano-
British o medieval {Table L. This thim sCatter o
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unstratitied, abraided sherds suggesis perhaps a distribution of
gomestic debris through manuring arable elds. Nome of the
settlements from which these sherds esmanated need be within ths
area included in the proposed guarry extension. The assessment
tremches did not reveal any asscociated srchaeclogical features.
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Shallow guarrying Tor nodules of iron ore (haeematitse) within t

wEathered surface of the carbonifercous limestone was apparent in
sEven trenches agross the crown of the hill. That the abandoned

diggings and spoil tips within the present copse extended acrass
the crown of the #ill until they were levelled about 20 yvears ago
Wwas CconTirmed oy local residents. These diggings ave difiicult
to date as there 1% o artefact evidence to act as & guide. Such
Workings may be medieval (D, Mullin}! and in the surviving copse
the range of ground flora, particularly wood amnemone, primros
and dog’s mercury suggests that these workings had been abandone
for several centuries. The low, rounded earihworks apparent on
the top of the bBill reflect the bulldozing of this surfaoe minin
rather than anyihing earlier. Apart from two undated potiery
sherds angd a residual prehistoric Flimt teol no archasolicgical
remains pre—-dating the iron ore digging on the hill crest wers
SEETY .
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Sources
present fTarmer amd the land owner
e reinstatement of the old mine

.
i
diggings to level grazing landg

Three cbligus colour asri
Teom the east and

affice.,

Taken in June 1984, possibly August 1986 and
July 1547

let gdition Ordrance Survey map 29 inches
the mile, suwrveyed 1878

Tirgon Minming in the Forest of Dean

The Industrial History of Dzan

Glovcestershire County QDouncil Sites and
Momuments Regord
Fers., cam. Mr D Mullin, Dean Heritage Centre.



