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A Roman cemetery at Sampford Road, Thaxted, Essex

D. Stansbie, K. Brady, E. Biddulph and A. Norton
With contributions by D. Challinor, H. Lamdin-Whymka L. Loe, N. Marquez-Gran€. Poole, I.
Scott, L. Strid and H. Webb

An excavation in 2007 at Bellrope Meadow, SampRwdd, Thaxted revealed late Iron Age or
early Roman enclosure ditches, and a cemetery asmgrsix cremation and five inhumation
graves dating from the 1st to 3rd centuries ADadidition, a ditch containing late-medieval to
post-medieval building materials was discoveredg®sting that a building of this date existed in
the vicinity of the site or a little way beyond.

INTRODUCTION

In May and June 2007 Oxford Archaeology carriedexttavations at Bellrope Meadow, Sampford
Road, Thaxted, for CgMs Consulting on behalf of @saChurch North London. The site lay in the
northern part of Thaxted (NGR TL 6115 3170) and ia@snded by Sampford Road to the north,
playing fields to the west, private housing to so@th, and agricultural land to the east (Figltl).
was subject to an archaeological evaluation by &edhogical Solutions in October 2006 (AS
2006), which revealed evidence for an Iron Age/Rapeariod settlement.

Geology and topography

The site wag 1.5 ha in size and formerly a meadow; it lay hemght ofc 100 m above Ordnance
Datum. The solid geology of the site was Upper Kloakrlain by London Clay and Woolwich and
Reading Beds, which was in turn overlain by till38 Sheet 222, 1:50,000).

Archaeological background

Prehistoric and Roman settlement evidence at THads been of a somewhat amorphous nature,
and little in the way of buildings or cut featutesve been found. Surface finds, including pottery,
building tile, and personal items, including a gelt-ring, have been recovered around Thaxted
(VCH 1963, 187; Ecclestone and Medlycott 1993, 200 the nature of this material has been
uncertain. That said, there are hints of a conatotr of Roman-period material north of Thaxted,
and the possibility that a villa is representedncdibe discounted (Rodwell 1978, 31). Thaxted is
recorded in the Domesday Book as a well-establisineidprosperous community. An Anglo-Saxon
church is thought to lie beneath the existing tasglieval church. The town expanded rapidly in the
14th century, due to its thriving cutlery industigsociated bone-working debris has been
recovered from sites on Town Street and Weaverhaad (Medlycott 1999). French tokens have
been found and indicate that the town had croserefidrading links.

Excavation methodology

The work comprised the excavation af @.4 ha area (Fig. 1). Following the discovergaofarea of
inhumation graves the excavation area was extetudiée west in order to determine their full
extent. Topsoil stripping was carried out by a 3@@thanical excavator under close archaeological
supervision, and fitted with a toothless ditchingket. Excavation proceeded by machine to the top
of the natural geology, or the first archaeolodicaignificant horizon. The archaeological features
were cleaned by hand and the features sampledamuae their extent and nature, and to retrieve
finds and environmental samples. All archaeolodieatures were planned and, where excavated,
their sections drawn at scales of 1:20. All feesuvere photographed using colour slide and black
and white print film. Recording followed procedutasl down in theDAU Fieldwork Manual
(Wilkinson 1992).



STRATIGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

Thelatelron Ageor early Roman enclosure ditches (Fig. 2)

The excavations revealed two groups of ditcheschvprobably defined the south-western and
north-western edges of an enclosure, most of wiaigheyond the limits of excavation to the
north-east. The internal area of the enclosure ggbduring the excavations measured
approximately 50 m from south-west to north-easapgroximately 48 m from north-west to
south-east. Its edges were defined by a numbetabfed, which sometimes intercut and may
therefore be seen as successive redefinitionseaddame enclosure boundary. In addition, there
were four pits, two of which (270 and 273) wereaied between two of the ditches defining the
south-western boundary of the enclosure, whila¢hgaining two (162 and 236) were within the
enclosure, 162 lying near the north-western bopyndad close to the northern limit of excavation,
and 236 being in the north-eastern corner of tee Biis not clear whether the two groups of
ditches met to the south-west, or whether therearxgap between them in order to allow access
into the enclosure. The southern terminus of d&8 was unclear in plan, and it is possible that th
ditch may have continued to the south-west to ygurwith ditch 151. In addition, the presence of
burials (see below) in the south-western corneéh@fenclosure makes the presence of an entrance
less likely. The enclosure ditches and pits areril@sd in greater detail below.

Ditches aligned north-east/south-west

There were five ditches in the north-west cornethefsite, which all continued beyond the northern
limit of excavation. Ditch 259, the westernmostlodse, was aligned NE-SW and measured
approximately 20 m in length. It had a flat basd amoderate to steep sides and measured between
1 mand 1.3 min width and 0.5 m in depth. Theiestrtwo fills lined the sites of the cut,
suggesting that they were the result of naturahgil Cremated animal bone was recovered from
one of the middle fills which was also very richcimarcoal. Above this fill was a layer of stone,
which appeared to be deliberately deposited or daingnd was in turn overlain by the upper fill.
The southern extent of the ditch was not clear,ibmdy have extended beyond the western limit
of excavation. The fills of the ditch produced 3&ls of late Iron Age or early Roman pottery and
a single sherd of residual late Bronze age to éestyAge material.

Ditch 268, situated approximately 3 m to the eéslitch 259, was aligned NE-SW and
measured approximately 16 m in length, 1.1 m inthvahd 0.6 m in depth. Fourteen sherds of late
Iron Age or early Roman pottery were recovered ftbenditch fills. This ditch was cut by a short
length of undated ditch 309.

Ditch 264 was approximately 2 m to the east oftd#68 and measured approximately 5 m
in length by 1.5 m in width and 0.45 m in depthwés curvilinear in plan, curving from the
northern limit of excavation to the west, where/és cut by undated ditch 207. The small quantity
of pottery from its fills was late Iron Age or eaRoman in date.

Ditches aligned north-west/south-east

Three ditches belonging to this phase were aligfd@ESE. Ditch 151 was approximately 48 m in
length, and was quite irregular in width. At itsdest, it measured 2.1 m, and at its narrowest 1.1 m
and was 0.9 m in depth. The ditch fills producesingle gram of cremated human bone.

Ditch 170 was approximately 26 m in length by In24n width and 0.4 m in depth. It
contained a single fill. Pottery recovered fronotighout the ditch fills dated to the late Iron Ale
early Roman period. The fill also contained fragteest smithing hearth bottom (225 g) and
furnace fabric (5 g).

Ditch 233 was approximately 44 m in length and aatightly concave base and steep



sides. It varied in width from 0.8 m to 1.9 m anddepth from 0.14 m to 0.48 m. This irregularity
was due to differing levels of truncation. Throughmost of the ditch there was a fairly
homogeneous fill, but one intervention (262) alsotained a cremation deposit in the top of the
fill. Fragments of smithing hearth bottom (1.07 kegre also recovered from this fill along with
fired clay in the form of hearth floor and a triashy oven brick. Pottery recovered from the ditch
fills dated to the mid 1st century AD.

North-east/south-west aligned ditches cutting aitch70 and 233
Ditches 144 and 212, orientated north-east/soust;wat ditches 170 and 233 and possibly
represented internal subdivisions of the enclosura, later phase of activity after the encloswae h
gone out of use. Ditch 144 was 14 m in length andained 28 sherds of pottery dated to the late
Iron Age or mid 1st century AD. The ditch was faidneven in width, measuring 0.85 m in the
north and 0.48 m further south. The depth wasialsansistent, being 0.24 m in the north and 0.07
m in the south. This may be due to truncation.

Ditch 212 was approximately 9 m in length by 1 nwidth and 1 m in depth; its fill did not
produce any pottery, or other diagnostic finds.

Pits
Pit 162 was situated in the north-western ared@stte. It was oval in plan and measured 0.8 m in
length, 0.75 m in width and 0.2 mm in depth. ltisgfoduced two sherds of pottery dated AD
43-120.

Pit 273 was sub-circular shaped in plan with sedps and a concave base. It measured
1.05 min length, 0.82 m in width and 0.28 m inttlefwelve sherds of pottery (138 g) were
recovered from the single fill and dated to AD 4B-6

Pit 236 was situated in the north-eastern pat@fsite and was circular in plan, with near
vertical sides and a flat base. It measured 0.8 diameter and 0.22 m in depth. The fill produced
12 g of burnt animal bone and three sherds of pottating to the late Iron Age or early Roman
period. Environmental sampling of the fill producgthrcoal of mixed species and some charred
grain (wheat and rye), but this was not well presér It is possible that the fill of the pit
represented a deposit of pyre debris.

Pit 270 was sub-oval in plan with fairly steep sidad a concave base. It measured 1.04 m
in length, 0.62 m in width and 0.25 m in depth. @Gherd of pottery was recovered from the single
fill, dated AD 43-120.

The cemetery (Figs. 2-5)

Lying within the south-western corner of the enateswas a group of 11 burials. The cemetery
comprised six cremation graves and five inhumati@aves, one of which (cremation 281) cut ditch
259. In addition, small amounts of cremated bonssibly representing pyre debris or incidental
redeposition were recovered from the fills of dasi51 and 233. Two graves belonged to the late
Iron Age or mid 1st century AD, though most appeattate after AD 70, with at least two graves
dating to the 2nd century and one belonging t@tideor later. The fact that the graves lay partly
within the enclosure, combined with the stratigiapklationship of at least one of them with the
enclosure ditch, as well as the slightly later eagiéh of the ceramic dating, suggests that they may
have been later than the enclosure, rather thaemgorary with it. However, it is also possible
that the inception of the cemetery was contemppoargven earlier, with the laying out of the
enclosure and that burials continued to be addédfter the enclosure itself had gone out of use.



Grave catalogue

Unurned cremation grave 150 (not illustrated)

Grave 150 was a sub-circular pit (147) measurie@ @ in diameter and 0.18 m in depth. Cremated kb4®) was
deposited on the grave floor and overlain by a gneyish brown silty clay backfill.
Cremated bone:

Undisturbed. Total weight 728 g. ?Adult male.

Pyre debris:

Quercussp. oakAcer/Betulatype mapleArrhenatherum elatiugynion couch grass.
?Grave furniture:

Fe nails (x2), fe plate fragment, unidentified f@gments, possibly from a box.
Grave goods:

Fe hobnails, minimum of 43.

Date: Roman

Inhumation grave 185 (Fig. 3)

Inhumation grave 185 comprised a sub-rectangubaregcut (182) orientated N-S, with gently slopsides and a flat
base, and measuring 1.94 m in length, 0.8 m inhagehid 0.16 m in depth. It contained a skeletond88vhich only
25-50% survived due to truncation. The grave wakfileed with a mid greyish brown silty clay depbsi

Human remains:

Undisturbed; placed in an extended, supine posititim the right arm extended and the left hand dkerpelvis. Adult,
male, 25-35 years.

Grave furniture:

Fe strip (SF 4).

Date: Roman

Inhumation grave 202 (not illustrated)

The skeleton (200) was contained within an irreggtave cut (253), orientated N-S, with irregulales and an
undulating base and measuring 3 m in length byid width and 0.8 m in depth. The skeleton was ceddry a dark
grey clay silt backfill (201) that yielded twelvhexds of black-surfaced ware pottery, apparenttydeposited as a
grave-good.

Human remains:

Undisturbed. Two skull fragments. Adult, age apd indeterminate.

Grave furniture:

Fe nail.

Date: Roman

?Urned cremation grave 242 (Fig. 3)

The grave had been heavily truncated and therefusea small part of the cremation deposit (24®)aed; no cut
could be discerned. The fragmented remains ofantervessel and only a small amount of crematedaimioone and
charcoal were recovered. The grave fill was a mé&y dprown silty clay deposit.

Cremated bone:

Heavily disturbed by truncation, total weight 3Agle and sex indeterminate.

Pyre debris:

Very small comminuted charcoal.

Grave goods:

Pot 241. ?Urn. Unidentified ceramic vessel in blaokfaced ware, possibly a jar. Not illustrated.

Date: Roman

Unurned cremation grave 251 (Fig. 3)

Cremation grave 251 was a sub-circular pit with aratk to steep sides and a slightly sloping basasuaring 1.43 m
in diameter by 0.45 m in depth. The small quandftgremated bone casts some doubt on whether #ssavdeliberate
cremation burial, rather than redeposited pyreidedira token burial, a view supported by the digey of triangular
oven bricks in the backfill (319 and 320). Howeubg possible grave goods comprising the fragndergmains of a
minimum of three ceramic vessels suggests thdettare simply represents a disturbed burial (sgparessels were
identified during pottery recording). The cremabeche and grave goods were all assigned to the tifiperthe pit
(320) during excavation.

Cremated bone:

Disturbed, total weight 2.5 g. ?Adult, sex indetgrate.

Pyre debris:



Quercussp. oakFraxinus excelsioash;Acer/Betulatype mapleConopodium majupignut
Grave goods:

Pot 320a. Necked jaCam266), grog-tempered ware;

Pot 320b. Jar of indeterminate form, coarse grogptred ware. Not illustrated;

Pot 320c. Butt-beakefCam113), North Gaulish fine sandy white ware.

Other finds/?grave-goods:

Fragments of sheep/goat femur, unburnt.

Fragments of triangular oven brick.

Date: AD 10-70

Urned cremation grave 280 (Fig. 4)

Cremation grave 280 was circular in plan and meabsQrl5 m in diameter and 0.32 m in depth. It pcedithe
cremated remains of one adult and a large amoutiatoal. These were covered by a mid greyish sty clay
backfill (287). The urn was one of the latest catagnave-goods, indicating that the grave was atiradly late addition
to the cemetery. The grave also yielded a burntpgrhaps from clothing on the body at the timerefnation.
Cremated bone:

Within urn. Total weight 82 g. Adult, sex indateénate.

Pyre debris:

Quercussp. oakAcer/Betulatype mapleiTriticumwheat grain.

Pyre goods:

Bone pin.

Grave goods:

Pot 289. Urn. Oval-bodied necked jar (Going G24sahdy grey ware. AD 100-410;

Fe hobnails, minimum of 19.

Date: AD 100-410

Urned cremation grave 281 (Fig. 4; Plate 1)

This grave had been inserted into the top of theffditch 259. The cut (260) measured 0.9m irgln 0.65 m in
width and 0.15 m in depth, with irregular sides arftht base. The grave was backfilled with a dady silty clay
deposit (282).

Cremated bone:

Within urn. Total weight 213 g. Sub-adult 6-12 gseasex indeterminate.

Pyre debris:

Fraxinus excelsioash;Prunus spinosalackthorn;Quercussp. oakAlnus/Corylusalder/hazelCorylus avellandazel
nutshell;Cerealiaindeterminate grain and culm.

?Grave furniture:

Fe nails (x12) possibly from a box; Fe fragmenty) (x

Grave goods:

Pot 292. Urn: necked jar with cordoned shouldewir{@ G17), sandy grey ware, AD 43-120;

Pot 290. Dish (Drag. 36), Central Gaulish samiarew&illed' vessel, chip deliberately removed fram, AD
120-200;

Pot 291. Flagon, buff ware;

Fe hobnails (x14).

Date: AD 120

Urned cremation grave 283 (Fig. 4)

Grave 283 comprised a sub-circular pit (243), meag.47 m in diameter by 0.30 m in depth. A venyall amount
of charcoal was recovered from the grey brown siléyy backfill (286).

Cremated bone:

Disturbed, total weight 344 g. Adult ?male.

Grave goods:

Pot 284. Urn. Globular beakeL&m408), sandy grey ware. AD 225-410.

Date: Mid 3rd century+



Inhumation grave 305 (Fig. 5)

The grave comprised a rectangular grave cut (26@htated N-S. It had very steep sides and an atidgl base, and
measured 2.3 m in length, 1.04 m in width and @i depth. The skeleton (299) was covered in agregish brown
silty clay backfill that produced 18 nails, posgillom a coffin.

Human remains:

Undisturbed; placed in extended, supine positigall&nd limb bones present. Adult, ?female.

Grave furniture:

Fe nails (SFs13-31) from ?coffin.

Date: Roman

Inhumation grave 333 (Fig. 5)

The grave was defined by a sub-rectangular grav€280), orientated N-S, steep sides and a concase, and
measuring 1.81 m in length, 0.85 m in width andr@.#h depth. The skeleton (317) comprised a fewg{bane shaft
fragments. The grave was backfilled with a darkarish grey silty clay deposit (318).

Human remains:

Undisturbed. Long bone fragments only. Adult, agd sex indeterminate.

Grave goods:

Pot 339. Jar, grog tempered ware.

Date: 50 BC-AD 70

Inhumation grave 335 (Fig. 5)

The grave was defined by a rectangular grave @it)(drientated N-S, with steep sides and a conbase, and
measuring 2.44 m in length, 1.16 m in width andr@.ih depth. The skeleton (337) was placed inx@eneled supine
position with hands over the pelvis. A ceramicKI&336) was placed next to the head on the wesidm The grave
was backfilled with a light brownish yellow siltyay deposit.

Human remains:

Undisturbed. Placed in an extended, supine posititinthe hands placed over the pelvis; the heasltevdhe north.
Adult, male, 35-45 years. Pathology: cribra orldtabsteoarthritis on left hip and left sterno-dtaNar joint; possible
fracture on right tibia malleolus; right tibia agpe to be bowed medially at proximal end of staftall raised dense
roundel of bone on distal right tibia, possible igemeoplasm or minor trauma; possible hyperostosigalis interna
on frontal bone; periodontal disease.

Grave furniture:

Fe nails (SFs 44-48, 50-52 and 54) from ?coffin.

Grave goods

Pot 336. Flask (Going G40), sandy grey ware. 'Hillessel, perforated twice at neck. Rim also readpthough
uncertain whether this was through deliberate adatiopost-depositional truncation.

Date: AD 70-410

L ate medieval to post-medieval features (Fig. 2)
Two ditches (125 and 338) and a pit (119) of laezli@val to post-medieval date were situated in
the south-eastern corner of the site. Ditch 128ained 15th-17th century floor and roof tile and
brick. The ditch may have been part of an enclodefming a building situated to the south-east of
the excavation area. Ditch 338 produced no datiatgrial, apart from a single sherd of Roman
pottery, but cut ditch 125 and presumably, theeefpost-dated the demolition of the putative
building. Pit 119 also cut ditch 125.

Ditch 125 was orientated NE-SW and measured 44 lenigth by 1.10 m in width and 0.36
m in depth. Ditch 338 was orientated E-W, with almsouth return. It measured 35 m in length by
2 m in width and 0.58 m in depth. Pit 119 was subdtar in plan and measured 2.2 m in diameter
by 0.56 m in depth.



THE FINDS

Theflint
H. Lamdin-Whymark

A total of 11 worked flints and 663 fragments (68@) of burnt unworked flint was recovered
from the excavations. The flint was in relativelggh condition with little evidence for post-
depositional edge-damage. Most of the flakes wese from surface cortication, but two flakes
exhibited a light bluish-white corticated surfaceldhe denticulate scraper bore a mottled bluish-
white and white surface with some light orange istaining. The burnt unworked flint was
generally lightly crazed and red in colour, indiogtit was burned at a relatively low temperature.

The flint assemblage, all residual in later degesibmprised seven flakes, two blades, a
denticulated side scraper and a scraper manufdoture thermally fractured flake (Table 1). A
single flake exhibited platform-edge abrasion anegular form of the flakes suggest a relatively
uncontrolled reduction strategy. The two bladeskath relatively irregular and appear to have
been accidental by-products of a flake-based imdudt is difficult to accurately provide dates fo
limited flint assemblages, but the reduction styatis most comparable to middle and late Bronze
Age industries.

[Table 1: The worked flint by category type and tes |

Thelate Iron Age and Roman pottery
E. Biddulph

Introduction

Some 900 sherds, weighing 9279 g, were recoveosd tine site. Much of this material was dated
to the late Iron Age or early Roman period, thoagilumber of 2nd-century or later vessels, mainly
from the cemetery, were also present. Three sleénesidual flint-tempered ware, dating to the
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age, as well as a feacps of medieval pottery, were recorded. The
assemblage was sorted, within context-groups,ifitetfabrics and then into 'sherd-families' —
collections of sherds sharing certain charactesssuch as rims belonging to the same vessel or
pieces with particular decoration, or simply a mafssndiagnostic body sherds. Each sherd-family
was quantified by sherd count, weight (in gramnaes) estimated vessel equivalence (eve), which
records the surviving percentage of a complete Eleven fabrics were recorded (Table 2). These
were identified using the series devised by theeX&ounty Council Field Archaeology Unit (ECC
FAU), ensuring compatibility with other Essex sjtasd referenced where possible to the National
Roman Fabric Reference Collection handbook (NRFR@ber and Dore 1998). Form typology
follows Going’s Chelmsford series (1987, 13-54p@emented by th€amulodununtypology
(Hawkes and Hull 1947, updated in Bidwell and Cra®89, 468-487) for the late Iron Age
material. Normally, vessel types were identifiedyomhen a rim was present. However, vessels that
belonged, or were likely to have belonged, to #metery were identified at least to broad vessel
class (and function within the grave, such as ufmpt precise type, even in the absence of a rim.
This introduced an additional means of quantifmaticount of ceramic grave goods.

[Table 2: Quantification and description of fabfics



Pottery from the cemetery

[Table 3: Pottery from the cemetery]

Eleven vessels were recovered from seven gravestistribution by fabric and type is given in
Table 3. Cremated remains in four graves were urfilee jars used as cinerary vessels were
standard types recorded in the region and inclaaeelarly Roman cordoned necked jar (G17) and
an oval-bodied jar (G24). More unusual was a glabbeaker Cam408) with rouletted decoration;
beakers were only occasionally employed as urtiseimegion, but in this case, the vessel's jar-like
size made it suitable for such use. Jars may @sge heen deposited as ancillary vessels, though the
two vessels recorded — both from cremation grade-2bad been disturbed, so any bone that was
originally present had long been separated frormtt@f course, a jar from inhumation grave 333
was certainly an ancillary vessel. Taken togethecillary jars account for 27% of the cemetery
assemblage. This is much higher than the five langijars, representing 10%, at the nearby and
contemporaneous cemetery at Strood Hall (Timtgl. 2007, table 3.2), but closer to the 33% seen
at the Chequers Lane cemetery in Great Dunmow ®¥id&n 1988, 12-23), some 10 km south of
Thaxted. Given Thaxted's small assemblage, intejioe is necessarily speculative, but the strong
representation of jars at both Thaxted and Greaniaw ally the sites to a number of late Iron Age
cemetery assemblages, like that from Great Chestkf¥Vallace 1990, 13-16), that are biased
towards cooking- or storage vessels. These appeaptesent something of a traditional,
indigenous, practice (continued into the Romanagakait Thaxted and Great Dunmow), which
stands in contrast to the functionally-varied Gé&tleman traditions — being particularly strong on
drinking- and dining-related forms — seen in higgiss graves like those at Stanway, Colchester
(Crummy 1993; 1998), and adopted at lower-orddleseénts like Strood Hall (Biddulph 2005,
40-42; Timby et al. 2007, 135).

That said, tablewares were also present at Tha&kt€antral Gaulish samian ware dish or
bowl (Drag. 36) was recovered from grave 281. Was unworn and in good condition, except for
a small chip on the rim removed in antiquity. Thre may have been knocked accidentally, though
damaged rims occur with such frequency in cemedssgmblages in south-eastern Britain that the
phenomenon can only have been deliberate. Threegdar platters from Great Dunmow's
Chequers Lane cemetery were mutilated in this W&ir(g 1988a, fig. 20), as were dishes at
Strood Hall (Biddulph 2007, CD Rom chapter 3). Tdhentification of open forms in these cases
offers a clear association between the form aratrirent, suggesting that the selection and action
were quite deliberate. Other forms could be mudan different ways; a flask from grave 335 was
perforated after firing through the neck by two #rhales positioned opposite each other. A third
hole further down the vessel appears to have bgempted, but not carried through. This recalls
pierced liquid containers, like flasks and flagaatsGreat Dunmow (Going 1988a, fig. 20), and
again points to a strong relationship between fana treatment. One other flagon was recovered
from Thaxted's cemetery: a buff ware vessel froavgr281. A rim fragment of a North Gaulish
white ware butt-beaker was found in grave 251 jtagtuncertain whether the rim was deliberately
placed as a grave good, either as a token rimsabsequently-disturbed complete vessel; a North
Gaulish white ware beaker base from ditch fill 288y have been part of the same vessel.

Considered together, the pottery suggests thdtrdtdurials (250 and 251) were made
during the 1st century AD, probably one or two dixsaeither side of the Roman conquest. The
pottery from the other burials is less clearly dataut the Drag. 36 dish from grave 260 belongs to
the 2nd century, while the globular beaker fronvgra83 indicates that burial continued well into
the 3rd century. Interestingly, the cinerary vesseld in grave 281 was a type out of production by
the time it was deposited; the G17-type jar diddaie later than AD 120, but the samian dish
arrived between AD 120 and 200, although it is fbsghe burial dated not long after 120.



Pottery from other features

[Table 4: Quantification by eve of pottery from roemetery features (fabrics marked with * were
present, but as body or base sherds only)]

On balance the pottery recovered from ditches @na lesser extent, pits, dated to the mid 1st
century AD € AD 43-70; Table 4). Two fabrics dominated: grogipered ware, which belonged to
a regional tradition commencing in the mid 1st aepBC and ceasing by AD 70 (Biddulehal.
2007), and black-surfaced ware, a predominantlg-4ampered reduced ware that emerged by the
mid 1st century AD, though was mainly used after¢bnquest. The transitional nature of this
fabric — it also contained grog — led C J Going8(@,P) to term it 'Romanizing ware' at
Chelmsford, though pottery of black-surfaced waaelition continued to be produced throughout
the Roman period. At Thaxted, jars and bowls wecegnised in grog-tempered ware but not
identified to type, although a handle of a bowpatera-like vessel (Fig. 6), probably copying a
metal prototype, was collected from gully 144. Jarky were available in black-surfaced wares.
These were necked high-shouldered types (G19 afil €haracteristic of the early Roman period.
A neckless bead-rimmed jar (G3) was recorded ifi-gfr@pered ware, and this was joined by a
bucket-shaped jaCam254) recovered from the subsoil, but overall thwitais not well-
represented. Sandy grey ware — ubiquitous acresstion throughout the Roman period — is also
relatively scarce in the non-cemetery assemblageigh was more common in graves. The
difference is likely to be chronological; sandygweare made only a minor contribution to mid 1st-
century groups in the region — it accounted for&%he mid 1st century assemblage by eve at
Strood Hall, compared with 43% for black-surfaceatev(Biddulphet al.2007, table 4.22) — but its
presence expanded rapidly subsequently. (Thisentadly suggests that, apart from 250 and 251,
most graves date after AD 70.) A small amountédare and oxidised wares was recovered. Two
south Gaulish samian cups join the North Gaulistiewware beaker as continental imports:
Ritterling 9 is not likely to date beyond AD 60 (Bé&er 1996, 71), and a Dragendorff 27 cup, is
represented by a body sherd.

The ceramic building material
C. Poole

Introduction

The assemblage of ceramic building material amalta&7 fragments weighing 3752 g. It was
recovered from twelve contexts from pit, ditch grasthole fills. The material was moderately to
heavily abraded and had a mean fragment weigh®bfgl reflecting the poor preservation of the
group. No complete tiles were found and the oniyglete dimension measured was thickness.

Fabrics

Fabric A: orange with dark grey reduced core; fine clagtgly laminated, containing a low
density of fine-medium sand. This was used for{postlieval tile.

Fabric B: orange, red; clay matrix contains common to frequearse, rounded sand of quartz
and iron oxide grains. This was used for mediendl @ost-medieval tile. The density of sand can
be quite variable, and some examples of tile hadvgladensity of very coarse quartz sand
(rounded), rose and white in colour; this variatrees possibly used exclusively in medieval tile.
Fabric B1: a coarse sandy clay containing rounded quartzrancdxide sand and occasional
coarser grits of flint, ironstone and chalk 2-15 nithese coarser grits only occur in the Roman tile;
otherwise the clay matrix is essentially the samtha medieval — post-medieval fabric B.

Fabric C: orange clay containing in moderate to high densiégium - coarse rounded — sub-
rounded quartz sand, predominantly white. Thigmslar to fabric B, but without the iron oxide
grit. This was used for medieval tile.



Fabric D: orange fine silty clay containing occasional cearsn oxide grits (or ferruginous
siltstone) up to 10 mm and frequent buff roundey @ellets 1-5 mm. This was used for Roman
brick.

Fabric F: orange, red, brown silty clay, sometimes laminatautaining a high density of poorly
sorted sand, predominantly rounded — subroundedzgwéh lesser quantities of iron oxide and
rare chalk sand. This was used for medieval antpeslieval brick.

The Roman assemblage

Only two items were identified as Roman tile. Oresva large brick fragment made in fabric D,
measuring 38-50 mm thick by >295 mm long and wasibdy part of a lydion. The second is
probably part of the plain face of a box flue tt@de in fabric B1. The brick was found in a context
(223) of early Roman date, but the flue tile ocedrresidually in a medieval or later ditch fill @1
These are discussed in conjunction with the filagt assemblage.

The medieval assemblage

Roof tile

All the roof tile was fragmentary and measured leetwv10 and 18 mm thick, most being 11-13
mm. A small number retained circular peg holes meag 12 to 15 mm in diameter. The general
quality and character of the roof tile suggests maicthe tile is of late medieval or early post-
medieval date (15th-17th century). A few piecespaobably of later post-medieval date (18th
-19th century).

Brick

Two small fragments (context 116) with no compliteensions in fabrics B and F were identified
as deriving from bricks, probably of post-mediegtate. One with some surface surviving had an
‘ash glaze’ to the surface.

Floor

A very abraded fragment with part of a straightchimfered edge measured >19 mm thick. On the
surface were remains of white pipe clay overlairyejow glaze. No pattern can be observed, but
the surface finish is of the type found on medieedorated floor tiles of 13th-15th century date.

[Table 5: Ceramic building material]

Discussion

The assemblage is dominated by late medieval tg past-medieval roof tile. The few fragments
of brick and floor tile are thought to be of theneadate. The assemblage was found in the south-
east corner of the excavation in the area of djtclup 125. Only one small fragment of roof tile
was found outside this area at the northernmoshéxitf the excavation in the uppermost fill of an
earlier ditch. The concentration of material suggésnay form the periphery of a scatter of
building debris focussed on a structure outsideettavation area to the south-east, possibly
enclosed by ditch 338. The dominance of roofingamalt suggests the building had a tiled roof,
and the presence of a possible glazed floor tilg imdicate a building of some status. However, the
general paucity of other building materials doessupport such a conclusion and it is more likely
that the floor tile was recycled from another stuwe outside the immediate vicinity of the siteeTh
condition of the tile suggests it had been sulieconsiderable abrasion, probably incorporated in
the ploughsoil before finally coming to rest inattitor pit fills.
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Thefired clay
C. Poole

Introduction

The assemblage of fired clay amounted to 415 fragsneeighing 1811 g. It was recovered from
nine contexts from four ditches and four pits. Tieterial was poorly preserved, reflected in the
mean fragment weight of 4.4 g, and was moderatehetvily abraded. The assemblage is of late
Iron Age to early Roman date and is thought tovgefriom small oven or hearth type structures.

Fabrics

Three fabrics were identified:

FC A was a red laminated clay with cream or grey sseaid containing fine - medium quartz
sand.

FC B was a red, reddish brown, grey sandy clay comtgiaihigh density of fine-medium quartz
sand plus occasional scattered coarse quartz dzgeaand and grit 1-2 mm, maroon-red rounded
iron oxide grains 1-3 mm and rare angular flind cam and shell.

FC E was a mottled orange laminated fine sandy-sikty @ith pale creamy yellow, grey, or pink
streaks. Fabric A forms the basis of the matrighef fabric, which additionally contained frequent
rounded-subrounded chalk grit 0.5-5 mm and occasitint up to 7 mm.

Forms

A high proportion of fragments had only a singk for sometimes curving smooth surface,
occasionally with evidence of a second surface ifogna base or edge, but insufficient to suggest a
specific function, though all would be consistenttwvuse in some form of oven.

Hearth

Two examples of possible hearth floor came fromexds 167 (ditch 170) and 315 (ditch 233).

Both were very similar in having a smooth flat sed, fired or burnt to dark grey and measuring 18
mm thick. The lower surface was flat and undulapngpably reflecting the underlying surface on
which it was laid.

Triangular oven bricks

Four examples of triangular oven brick were foumgrave 251, pit 273 and ditch 233. The small
fragments from pit 273 retained no diagnostic ctiarsstics, but their general character was
consistent with this identification. The other exdes, though better preserved were all fragmented
and many pieces were amorphous, deriving from dhe af the objects. However, the similarity of
fabric and firing was such that the fragments recest from each context derived from a single
brick in each case. No complete dimensions suryilgatithat from context 319 (grave 251) has its
total thickness estimated at 70 mm, which is avefagthese objects and suggests they were of a
fairly standard size.

Characteristics were similar for all examples;ghlproportion of pieces have a flat surface,
occasionally rough and irregular, of which a subiséghnumber are heavily burnt to dark grey-
black. Red oxidised pieces appear to be core nfter than surface pieces. Some pieces have two
surfaces at right angles joined by a curved afdie only fragment with the diagnostic
characteristic of a perforation piercing the sugfatan angle came from context 319. From the
others core fragments exhibited parts of perfonsti&izes of perforations were 9 mm, 10 mm, 13
mm and 14 mm in diameter.
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Furnace or industrial hearth
Several pieces of heavily fired and slightly vied fired clay, were found in ditch 233, associated
with a possible cremation deposit or pyre debrige $urface of these fragments was mainly
reduced to a vesicular cinder layer 2-4 mm thic&riying a purplish red core of fired clay.
Fragments from context 315 (ditch 233) had a sinaifgoearance to furnace lining but were
not as intensely heated and may have formed parfurhace or hearth structure away from heat
core. Mixed with the fired clay from this contexéme fragments of what appeared to be iron slag.
There was also some fragments of furnace or héantlg with possible iron slag attached
associated with the triangular oven brick from eahB20 (pit 251).

[Table 6 : Quantities of fired clay forms]

Discussion

The fired clay assemblage is limited both in sizd function. The majority was concentrated
spatially in the area bounded by ditches 170 aridwlith the largest groups to the west side of the
area. All the fired clay is indicative of oven agdrth structures and furniture and the two fragment
of ceramic building material are also likely to kaseen utilised in such structures. Brick and tile
found on lower status Roman rural settlements wesoally acquired in fairly small quantities and
reused in small structures such as ovens, hearttwdriers. The brick from ditch 151 was found
in association with fired clay from an oven or likeafhere is little to indicate the presence of any
form of complex superstructure and therefore tlsemblage is most likely to represent open
hearths for domestic, agricultural or industriatgmses.

The evidence suggests this assemblage may hay@ihaatily an industrial function; both
the group in ditch 233 of hearth floor, furnacerm iron slag and a triangular oven brick and in
grave 251 of triangular bricks with small piecegwhace lining and slag may both represent debris
from smithing activity. The presence of smithingtbm from ditch 233 noted by L. Howarth
(below) supports such a possibility.

M etalwork
|. Scott

The assemblage was scanned and rapidly quantigstgned to functional groups and recorded. It
was then assessed for group value, taking intousxtq@ovenance and context type.

Table 7: Metalwork assemblage composition and gmaxce

The metalwork assemblage comprises 226 iron ob{aé#fragments) and one copper alloy object.
Hobnails, nails, and small unidentified fragmerasihate the assemblage. Most of the metalwork
is derived from burial deposits. The only identifaobjects, other than nails or hobnails, were a
horseshoe fragment from a probable post-medievdabgb (122, pit 119), and part of jointed mouth
bar from a curb bit from an early Roman context 2@3). Other finds from non-burial contexts
included an iron object of uncertain function anfds@ment of copper alloy sheet from context 114
(probable post-medieval ditch fill).

The inhumation graves produced a number of naitdyding 18 from grave 305. Most of the
complete or near complete nails are of the comnype T, and fall within the size range 50 mm to
78 mm. By contrast the cremations have produceh@lhobnails, including a minimum number of
43 hobnails (75 fragments) from cremation 150, 3@&d¢hobnails (43 fragments) from cremation
280. Cremation 150 produced two nails, and crem&®&0 12 nails. The ditch cremation deposit
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315 produced no hobnails, but three nails, fourisitaments of plate and numerous very small
fragments.

Slag
L. Howarth

[Table 8: Occurrence and identification of slag]

The size and morphology of the fragments sugghstiikely origin is smithing. Some other less
diagnostic material was also recovered and prolbr&pisesents interactions between the furnace
wall and the fuel. The lack of hammerscale assediatith fragments, however, does cast an
element of doubt on this interpretation. Overadl #ssemblage of material is probably the waste
products of post-smelting refinement of blooms.

The cremated human bone
N. Marquez-Grant

Introduction

Osteological analysis was undertaken by followimg tecommendations set out by McKinley
(2004). The MNI was calculated based on the dufpinaelements while taking into account
differences in age and sex. Where preservatiowatlp standard methods for age-at-death and sex
determination were employed by following the guiidet set out by Ferembaehal. (1980),
Buikstra and Ubelaker (1994) and Brickley and Md&yn(2004). Non-metric traits, variations in
skeletal morphology that may be inherited or envinentally induced, could not be scored due to
the lack of skeletal parts available for examinati®athological lesions were described with
reference to standard texts (for example, OrtndrRartschar (1981) and Aufderheide and
Rodriguez-Martin (1998). The report below is a sarymof the full human remains report, which
is held in the site archive.

[Table 9: Weights (g) of cremated human bone byodip
[Table 10: Weights (g) of cremated human bone latanical element]

Pyre technology and funerary practice

Overall, the representation of skeletal elemenggssts that no priority was given to the collection
of certain bones over others from the pyre forddyfiables 9 and 10). In terms of the cremation
burials, most anatomical regions of the skeletorewepresented. The relatively high proportion of
cranial fragments in the assemblage is largelytdile ease of identification of those elements,
while the small quantity of fragments from the &sieleton is most likely to be the result of
preservation rather than deliberate exclusion @ah). Furthermore, the presence of small bones
suggests that bone collection was undertaken wettri@in degree of care.

[Table 11: Bone fragment size by deposit]

Large fragment sizes were frequent in the asseralflEaple 11). The deposits that had the smallest
fragments were from contexts that had been trudcateus, the fragmentation observed among
these is more likely to be the result of moderivdgtthan it is funerary treatment (cf. McKinley
1994). The overall white colour of the remains sgig that the cremated bone was well cremated
at a temperature over 600-700°C (Holden et al.51®&Kinley 2000a, 404), with relatively even
burning throughout. An efficient pyre technologgtlencountered no specific difficulties would
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seem to have been employed. One fragment, thatemhar (deposit 320) was weathered. This may
indicate exposure of bone for a length of time praoburial in the ground. Possibly it suggests tha
remains were not immediately buried following créima However, no other fragments were
weathered and this may just be incidental.

The deposit with the largest weight (728g) was gred cremation burial from grave 150
(Table 9). Adding the weight from another depasithe same grave brought the total weight to 745
g. Investigations in modern crematoria have fourad the average bone weight of a cremated adult
individual is approximately 1000-2400 g (McKinle§@a, 269). The weight of the urned burial
does not even match 50% of the expected weigha twemation burial (male or female). In fact, all
deposits that were thought to represent adult iddais weighed less than 50% of the expected
weight. This is similar to other Roman cemetemesauthern England and may be due to a number
of factors such as loss of bones due to post-dimasi disturbance by modern activity (Mckinley
1997, 250). It is very unlikely that this findingftects superficial collection of bones by the
mourners, as most parts of the skeleton were repited in the assemblage, including small bones.
Other factors, such as heavy truncation by macyiamd the poor survival of spongy bone are
more likely explanations for the lower than expdatesights.

Minimum number of individuals, age and sex

A minimum of one individual was present in eachaip However, it is likely that there were

fewer individuals present if deposits that appeaetate to the same burial are combined (see Table
9), and it is more likely that the assemblage regmes a minimum of nine individuals, rather than

14. Of these, five were from burials, includingotpossibly male adults. A further three individuals
were recovered from ditch fills.

[Table 12: Minimum number of individuals, age ama]s

No pathological lesions were observed on the respaind this may be significant (see Wabdl.
1992). However, the small sample size and the @&leseinspecific skeletal parts (such as orbital
roofs) have meant that an accurate assessmenthai@gy has not been possible.

The skeletal remains
H. Webb and L. Loe

Methodology

Standard anthropological and palaeopathologicahéxation was undertaken in accordance with
published guidelines (Brickley and McKinley 200€pndition and completeness were assessed
and an inventory was completed of all of the eleimémat had survived.

Overall, the preservation of the material, was gddekre was limited erosion on cortical
bone and joint surfaces, trabeculae were largeéacirand most elements had retained their overall
structural integrity. However, all the remains whighly fragmentary and incomplete. In particular,
skeletons 200 and 317 were represented by a f@méats only. The full human remains report is
held in the site archive.

Skeleton 183 (Grave 185)

Between 25% and 50% of the skeleton had survitedas represented by fragments of cranium
and mandible, the long bones of the arms (humeads)s and ulna) and the legs (femur, tibia and
fibula) and a few small fragments of pelvis, andeferae (including the atlas and axis, the firsi tw
cervical vertebrae). Based on the morphology obit@pital protuberance, it was estimated that
this individual was possibly male. The age of thaividual, estimated by observing the attrition on
the molar teeth (Brothwell 1972; Miles 1962), wasvieen 25 and 35 years.
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Calculus (tartar) was present on many of the téetimost cases the severity was recorded
(after Brothwell 1972) as only slight but there weather heavy deposits on the buccal surfaces of
the left maxillary molars. Calculus is formed by tmineralisation of organic material and bacteria
and, as such, reflects the lack of importance éohaps inability owing to illness) given to
maintaining healthy teeth. The fact that the hestwdalculus was present on the cheek side of the
upper maxillary molars is not surprising, giventtih@evelops most commonly on the teeth near
the salivary glands (Roberts and Manchester 19)7, 5

Skeleton 200 (Grave 202)

Only two small fragments of bone were present. €tege possibly fragments of calcaneus,
probably of an adult. It was not possible to esteriaological sex or a more precise age based on
these remains alone. No pathology was observed.

Skeleton 299 (Grave 305)

The skeleton was between 25% and 50% complete and/@ry fragmentary. Fragments of
cranium, left humerus, femora, tibiae and fibulad all survived to some degree. Based on the
overall size and morphology of the bones, coupliéd the fact that the cranial sutures appeared to
be closed and almost obliterated in places, thiwiohehl was estimated to have reached adulthood.
Examination of the sexually dimorphic featuresha tranium suggested that the individual was
female. No pathology was observed on the post @rakeleton. However, the endocranial surface
of some of the cranial fragments displayed chatiggtsare consistent with bone inflammation. The
lesions appeared as thin, plaque like depositewflione with a smooth surface, and were possibly
caused by trauma, tumours, tuberculosis, syplpitijary and secondary infections of the
meninges, or vitamin deficiencies (cf. Lewis 2093). Whatever the cause of the new bone
formation in the present skeleton, the smooth appea of the deposits indicates that the lesions
had healed by the time the individual died.

Skeleton 317 (Grave 333)

Very limited material was present and includedehight humeral shaft fragments (which could be
reunited) and a further eight small long bone stiafiments, possibly also from the humerus. The
remains represent an adult but no diagnostic featwere present that would allow a more precise
age, or sex, to be estimated.

Skeleton 337 (Grave 335)
Despite being very fragmentary, this skeleton asmost complete of the assemblage, having
more than 75% of its elements surviving. All areathe skeleton, including the skull, limbs,
pelvis, shoulder girdle, vertebrae, ribs, handsfaetl were represented. The sex of the individual
was male, based on cranial and pelvic morpholdgymetamorphosis of the auricular surface
(Lovejoy et al. 1985) placed the individual at the upper end efrttature adult category. Of
particular note were the large mastoid processg®zaimemely pronounced occipital protuberance —
the latter giving attachment to the Ligamentum rmagc{Gray 1901, 56) — which is suggestive of a
powerful jaw and neck.

A number of pathological lesions were recordedtios skeleton. On the distal portion of
the right tibia shaft a small rounded area of iskense, slightly polished bone was present. It is
probable that this lesion is simply a small bertigmour, such as a solitary exostosis or an osteoma
(Aufderheide and Rodriguez-Martin 1998, 375), @ tésult of bony reaction to a minor trauma
that happened a long time before death. The upadt sf the right tibia appeared to be bowed
medially, perhaps more than would be expected fwreal tibia. Such bowing may occur as the
result of rickets, a disease caused by vitamin fizidacy during the growing period (Roberts and
Manchester 1997, 173). However, the left tibiamd display any evidence for bowing, and other
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changes (for example, flared mataphyses) thatiagandstic of this disease were not present. It is
therefore unlikely that rickets was the cause, @@nthaps the bowing was simply morphological
variation or the result of an old healed fractUiee distal articular surface of the left tibia desped

a linear groove that ran in a posterior-anteriogeation, dividing the medial malleolus from thetres
of the joint surface. While it is possible thatstis a morphological feature (the right distalcariar
surface was incomplete so could not be examineddaparison), it is also a possibility that this is
an old healed fracture, perhaps the result of agiron or supination-adduction injury (Galloway
1999, 199-201), such as might be caused whendadliva twisting an ankle.

Eburnation (polished bone), osteophytes (new booeth on a joint margin or joint
surface) and bony contour change were presentrwittiei left sterno-clavicular joint and in the left
acetabulum (hip joint). These changes are consigtiéim osteoarthritis (Rogers and Waldron 1995).

The left orbit of the frontal bone had a numbesdadttered, fine foramina (pits). Such
lesions are representative of cribra orbitalia €% (Stuart-Macadam 1991, fig. 9.3a/b), which
occurs as the result of iron deficiency anaemias Tay be due to an iron deficient diet, iron
withholding as a result of increased pathogen laads<cessive blood loss, for example, through
injury or chronic disease such as cancer (Robaddvéanchester 1997, 166). The ectocranial
surface of many of the skull fragments, particyldéinle parietal fragments, was very pitted with fine
pores, and this is likely to represent bone inflation, possibly the result of a minor scalp
irritation. The endocranial surface of the froritahe also displayed bony change in the form of a
few small, dense, not particularly pronouncednidtaof bone. Such changes may be seen with a
condition known as hyperostosis frontalis intetdawever, this condition is found almost
exclusively in women (Aufderheide and Rodriguez-tilat 998, 419), and given that the skeleton
is a male, the diagnosis is doubtful.

Dental pathology was also present in the formesiquontal disease, or alveolar bone
resportion, observed around the right and left nandr molars. The changes were accompanied
by porous new bone that was located around thenl@ftdibular margins and is indicative of bone
inflammation. Slight calculus was recorded as presa many of the teeth. A carious lesion in the
individual was relatively small and no abscess wsible on the external surface of the mandible.

ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE

Animal bone
L. Strid

Introduction

The animal bone assemblage from the site compBis@se-fitted fragments from ditches and pits
dated to the late Iron Age/early Roman period. bbrees were recovered through hand collection
and from wet sieved bulk samples (processed ust@iam residue mesh). While 92.6% of the
assessed bones derive from hand-retrieved cordegt?.4% derived from sieved samples, the
majority of the bones from the sieved contexts wemy small (0.4% of the total weight) and
mostly consisted of indeterminate fragments. Arfetlord of the bone assemblage can be found
with the site archive.

The assemblage

[Table 13: Anatomical distribution of all speci@s;luding NISP, MNI and weight. Skeletal element
used for MNI is marked with an asterisk]

Forty bones (10.6%) could be determined to spddesle 13). The animals present included cattle,
sheep/goat and horse. Most bones were in a som@abatondition. Traces of burning and animal
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gnawing were found on 39 and 2 bones respectively.

The predominance of domestic animals in the assagebs typical for most archaeological
sites from this period. The absence of pig is sonawnusual, but is likely to be due to the overall
small number of bones in the assemblage. Judgirpiphysial fusion, bone size and surface
structure, the cattle, sheep/goat and horse boaggynderived from sub-adult or adult animals.

One juvenile cattle was present. Due to the smatiber of identified bones, a slaughter age pattern
could not be discerned for the three taxa. Butdgemarks were only found on a cattle metatarsal,
which displayed cut marks on its distal shaft. pleEeement suggests skinning.

Thewood charcoal and charred plant remains
D. Challinor

Introduction and methodology

This report presents the results of the full analg$ charcoal from two of the cremation burials
(150 and 281), and the assessment of other samples produced charred plant/charcoal remains.
Standard analytical methods were applied to bathasessment and the analysis, in which the
identifications from the assessment data are goma$ but those of the analysis were confirmed at
high magnification.

Results: the cremation burials

The results of the assessment and analysis fromrémeation burials are given in Table 14. Grave
242 produced no charcoal, while 280 and 283 pratladew fragments dQuercugoak),
Fraxinus(ash) andicer/Betulatype (maple/birch). The identification Ater/Betulas tentative
since there are several species with a similanskffporous pattern and the identification was not
confirmed. However, it appeared that a single gseaias represented. Burial 251 contained a
larger assemblage of the same range of speciegjdsutot analysed since the integrity of the
deposit was uncertain. However, it is notable ¢éhsihgle tuber o€onopodium maju§ignut) was
also present.

[Table 14: Charcoal and charred plant remains fiteercremation burials. Samples highlighted in
bold were analysed in full; the numbers represagrient count and the crosses an estimate of
abundance (r=roundwood; s=sapwood; h=heartwooduyp te 5 items; ++ = 5-25; +++ = 25-100).]

Context 149 from the cremation deposit of grave Wa8 entirely composed Qfuercuscharcoal,
although a fragment @dfcer/Betulatype was noted in the backfill sample (148). @rag8l was
also clearly dominated BQuercus with a quantity ofFraxinus Other taxa were rare, wiBrunus
spinosa(blackthorn) roundwood fragments in context 282 arsihgleAlnus/Corylugalder/hazel)
piece in pot 290. The assessment of other samyilles the same context (282) indicates
consistency in the species distribution throughbetbackfill of 281 and there were no significant
differences in the composition of the ancillary plié and the main pit backfill. This fill also
produced a couple of badly degraded cereal graidsadragment o€orylus avellanghazel)
nutshell. The low incidence of non-charcoal remmauggests that their inclusion was probably
accidental. However, the large quantityAofhenatherum elatiuéonion couch grass) tubers from
Grave 150 (context 149) is more significant.
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Results: ditches and pits

None of the samples from ditches and pits wereyardlin full, but the results of the assessment
are presented in Table 15. The range of chare@alwas similar to the cremation burials, mainly
Quercuswith Fraxinus, Acer/Betuléype andPrunus but there were other diffuse porous species
as well. Generally the assemblages from the daamptes were more mixed than the cremation
samples, but the deposits may well represent mdxeaps of domestic and pyre debris.

Two contexts produced more significant charred fplamains. Contexts 238 and 315
produced assemblages with 30-50 degraded cereasgnaainlyTriticum (wheat) and some
Hordeum(barley). There were also a few grains which ledsuperficial appearance $tcale
(rye) but this identification was not confirmedhddf and weed seeds were scarce and limited to
occasional crop weeds suchGalium (cleavers) antRumexdock) and uncharrd@umaria
(fumitories). In summary, the grain was not wetg®rved and other remains, such as chaff and
weeds seeds, were present only in small quantities.

[Table 15: Charcoal and charred plant remains fadohes and pits (+ = up to 5 items; ++ = 5-25;
+++ = 25-100, ++++ =>100).]

Discussion

The cremation samples from Thaxted are consistéhttiae general picture from Roman Britain,
and are strikingly similar to the samples from encation cemetery examined at Strood Hall, Essex
(Challinor 2007). Oak, ash and maple dominatethallassemblages, from all categories of pyre
deposit. The abundance of oak or ash in cremdgposits, compared with other species, may
relate to the pyre structure. If the timber frdrage trees were providing the supports in a central
position they would be less likely to have beealtptreduced to ash (Gale 1997). The presence of
occasional other taxa in the assemblages is liketgpresent the remains of kindling.

The presence of charred tubers, particularly on@rch, is not uncommon in cremation
assemblages, where the grass may have been aatlglaptooted, or the pyre structure was on
grass, or grass was used as packing (Challinor)2806ther possibility is that the tubers were
collected for food, although significant preparatiwould be required to ensure their edibility. This
does seem the likely provenance for the pignutrtub251, since these tubers detach easily from
their stems and are unlikely to have been uproatedientally (Moffet 1999).

The two samples which produced reasonable quantfieharred cereal grains are likely to
have resulted from cooking or the accidental bigmhstored products or the end cycle of crop
processing. The chaff and weeds which would indieairlier phases of crop processing activities
are absent. The remains may also be mixed wistifgpor ritual activities associated with pyre
debris. The cereal remains from Thaxted were gdigerheat grains which were consistent with
Triticum spelta/dicoccum (spelt or emmer wheat)thetabsence of chaff and the high degradation
of the grains limited identification. It is likelyrat the main cereal crop was spelt wheat, whazh h
largely taken over from emmer at other sites is #rea in the late Iron Age (Carruthers 2007).
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DISCUSSION

Prehistoric evidence

While no prehistoric features were uncovered, tindl pottery collected as residual finds in later
deposits suggests that a Bronze Age settlemertedxiear the area of excavation. This material
adds to the scatter of near-contemporaneous fiods éther areas around Thaxted, for example
Neolithic or Bronze Age pottery recovered fromdiehlking east of the town at Goddards Farm
(Ecclestone and Medlycott 1993, 201), but little b& gleaned in terms of settlement character
from it.

Thelatelron Ageor early Roman enclosure and cemetery

Chronology and regional context

Pottery recovered from the fills of the enclosuiteltes and the pits dates to the 1st century AD,
while that from the burials spans a broader peifriooh the 1st to the 3rd century or later. This may
be taken to suggest that activity can be divideatlpento two phases, with the enclosure going out
of use before most burials were made, an interpoataupported by the insertion of one cremation
grave (281) into the upper fill of ditch 259. Howee, the earliest graves (251 and 333) appear to
date to the early or mid 1st century AD and it rbaybetter to imagine that the enclosure and
cemetery were established simultaneously arousdithe, with the enclosure serving to demarcate
a space set aside for burial. The enclosure wasal@ved to silt up relatively rapidly, probably b
the late 1st century AD, while the cemetery corgthin use through the 2nd century and into the
3rd century, as demonstrated by the pottery froavey283.

The most obvious local comparisons for the cemedegythose from Stood Hall (Biddulph
2007, 117-138), Chequers Lane, Great Dunmow (Wid&rr1998) and Stansted (Havis and Brooks
2004). Of these three cemeteries, that at Greatidw, comprising 17 cremation burials
contained within a sub-rectangular enclosure andtialy a trackway ditch is the most like Thaxted.
However, here the cremations were all containetiwihe enclosure and no inhumation burials
were present. The funerary pottery from Great Damvpalong with that from Great Chesterford
(Wallace 1990, 13-16), is also most like the matdrom Thaxted (see Biddulph above). While the
Thaxted cemetery shares some characteristics mathat Strood Hall — both were defined by
enclosures and were mixed-rite — the funerary ppftem Stood Hall differs from that of Thaxted,
belonging to a Gallo-Roman tradition (Biddulph 20035; and see above). There are also
differences between Stansted and Thaxted, the faramsisting of dispersed groups of cremations,
which were not enclosed by ditches and producesheréry assemblage of wealthy Gallo-Roman
tradition, more akin to that at Strood Hall (Haaisd Brooks 2004, 195). However, the long
chronology of Thaxted's cemetery suggests that ditingals exist nearby, which could point to a
rather more dispersed pattern.

Of the other features at Thaxted, the distribudbditches suggests the presence of a
substantial enclosure, only the south-western cahehich was revealed during the course of the
excavations. The presence of a number of intengutlitches, on slightly different alignments,
suggests that the enclosure boundary was remodwgllsdveral occasions, despite being relatively
short-lived. Although the enclosure was probablystnicted in order to define a burial area, the
graves were not confined to its interior; grave ®&@ situated to the south, while grave 281 had
been cut into infilled ditch 259. This loose olsarce of boundaries is not uncommon in Roman-
period cemeteries, as can be seen at the neaghyf Strood Hall where several burials lie outside
the main enclosure (Biddulph 2007, 119).

Funerary and burial rites
The fragmentary evidence recovered from the cremajraves reveals that the deceased were

19



generally cremated on oak- and ash-built pyreschvpossibly rested on grassy fields. The fires
were lit with the aid of kindling taken from alder hazel, blackthorn, and maple, and cereal waste
may have been used also. A burnt pin from gravep28tably came from the clothing worn by the
deceased on the pyre. The cremated remains weeeteal carefully, with no apparent bias towards
any particular anatomical element, and placed ts, @y bags, or loose within the grave. Unburnt
shoes, pots, and metal objects were then depoBibedhe inhumation burials, unburnt bodies were
placed in coffins within the grave, and occasignaticompanied by a similar range of grave goods.
The presence of late Iron Age or early Roman intignaraves at Thaxted could be seen as
unusual in a period in which cremation dominatedwklver, the inhumation rite is by no means
unknown during this time, and, indeed, where reedythas been regarded as a survival of native
Iron Age tradition (Philpott 1991, 57; Whimster 198The discovery of a rich grave at Kelvedon,
in which a warrior was buried unburnt with his sdiashield and spear and drinking equipment in
the 1st century BC (Sealey 2007), supports thiwvéad other high-status Iron Age inhumation
burials are known further afield in Kent, for exdmpt Deal (Parfitt 1995). Crucially, the Thaxted
graves add to the growing list of late Iron Agel @arly Roman lower-status inhumation graves
from the county — uncovered, for example, at Strdall, North Stifford, and West Ham (Timley

al. 2007, 124; Wilkinson 1988, 37; Hiller and Wilkins@005) — and help to define a more widely-
distributed tradition.

As to the status of the deceased and the settldnoemtwhich they derived, the finds
assemblage, and in particular the pottery, is toallsto draw any firm conclusions, but its general
character hints at a fairly lowly status, perhaparal settlement. But as the samian from the
cemetery indicates, this is not to say that thalants did not enjoy wider trading contacts or
appreciate the use of continental-style ceramitthétime that the burials were made, the town of
Great Dunmow and, to a lesser extent Great Chestieirovided markets for ceramics, and
Thaxted doubtless also benefited from its proxintotyhe road that connected the two (Going
1988b, fig. 64). The residual Roman box flue tihel &rick add to the building material known at
Thaxted; the remains of a building, including teaseand roof tile were found a just over a
kilometre to the north near Bow Croft Wood (VCH B9687). The Sampford Road site may have
belonged the hinterland of a villa, although Strétadl, whose late Roman phase included an
otherwise modest farmhouse that had a tiled rogfpbaust, and glazed windows (Biddulph 2007,
112), reminds us that not all tiles are associati#al villas.

The late medieval and post-medieval features

Chronology and character

The late medieval and post-medieval features aeelday floor and roof tile and brick from the fills
of the earliest ditch 125. This material is likétyhave come from a late medieval building,
possibly somewhere in the immediate vicinity, peghto the south-east of the excavation area.
Ditch 338 and pit 119 are assumed to date to tsempedieval period, by virtue of the fact that they
cut ditch 125.

It is difficult to be certain of the function ofdéke features, given that they were only
partially exposed within the limits of the excawati However, the presence of ceramic building
material from the fills of ditch 125 suggests ttahay have served as a boundary ditch defining a
building. Ditch 338 may reflect post-medieval igamisation of this boundary and pit 119 may
have been associated with the same activity.
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Table 1: The worked flint by category type and eant

Context

CATEGORY TYPE 102 155 299 303 31 31 32 171 287Total
Flake 1 2 1 1 1 1 7
Blade 1 1 2
Side scraper 1 1
Scraper on a non-flake
blank 1 1

Total 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11




Table 2: Quantification and description of fabrics.

Ware Description NRFRC Sherds| Weight
9
BSW Black-surfaced ware 142 894
BUF Misc. buff wares 165 155
CGSW Central Gaulish samian ware LEZ SA?2 1 304
coLB Colchester buff ware COH WH 10 64
ESH Early shell-tempered ware 43 75
GROG Grog-tempered ware SOB GT 148 1525
GROGC | Coarse grog-tempered ware 26 1376
GRS Sandy grey ware 285 4757
NGWFS | North Gaulish white fine sandy ware NOG WH 2/3 5 45
RED Misc. red wares 1 2
SGSW South Gaulish samian ware LGF SA 2 17
TOTAL 828 9214




Table 3: Pottery from the cemetery.

Vessel class

Jar Beaker | Flagon/ Dish Jar Beaker Total
Fabric (ancillary) flask (cinerary) | (cinerary) | vessels
BSW 1 1
BUF 1 1
CGSwW 1 1
GROG 2 2
GROGC 1 1
GRS 1 2 1 4
NGWFS 1 1
Total vessels 3 1 2 1 3 1 11




Table 4: Quantification by eve of pottery from nocemetery features (fabrics marked with * were

present, but as body or base sherds only).

Vessel type
Bowl Jar Cup

Fabric C unident. | G unident.| G19 G20 G3.2 Ritt. 9 | Total Eve
BSW 0.28 0.28 0.14 0.7
BUF *
COLB *
ESH 0.04 0.04
GROG 0.03 0.26 0.29
GROGC *
GRS 0.11 0.11
NGWFS *
RED *
SGSW 0.08 0.08
Total Eve 0.03 0.65 0.28 0.14 0.04 0.08 1.22




Table 5: Ceramic building material.

Form Numbers Weight (g) | Fabrics Comments

Roof tile 30 988 B,C,AF A few positively identifiexk peg tile. Both
medieval and post-medieval

Brick 2 165 B, F

Floor tile 1 128 B ?Decorated

RB brick 1 2080 D ?Lydion brick

RB flue 1 378 Bl

Unident. 2 13 F ?Post-medieval brick fragment

Total 37 3752




Table 6: Quantities of fired clay forms.

Form Nos | Wt (g) | Fabrics
Furnace 23 117 A/B
Hearth 3 83 A
Triangular oven brick 258 983 E
Utilised 131 | 628 E,A B
Total 415 | 1811




Table 7: Metalwork assemblage composition and gmawuce.

Stratigraphic | Context Function

group Transport [Personal |Nails Misc |Query [Unknown | Totals
(hobnails)

Subsoil 210 1 1
Ditch 125 114 2% 2
Pit 273 279 1 1
Pit 248 312 4 1 5
Pit 119 120 4
122 1 1
Grave 185 184 1 1
Grave 335 321 9 9
Grave 202 201 1 1
Grave 305 299 1 1
300 1 1
304 16 2 14
Grave 281 315 3 4 22 24
282 14 12 2 4 3
Grave 150 148 2 1 3
149 41 2 1 2 44
Grave 280 287 17 17
288 14 20 34
295 8 13 21
Totals 2 96 53 8 24 44 227

* includes one fragment of copper alloy

LA



Table 8: Occurrence and identification of slag.

Context Feature Weight (g) Comments

201 Grave 202 10 Fuel ash slag (FAS)

114 Ditch 125 110 Undiagnostic slag (possible blocagrients?)
167 Ditch 170 225 Smithing bottom

139 Ditch 170 275 Undiagnostic slag (possible blooagrinents?)
167 Ditch 170 <5 FAS — from furnace fabric

102 Subsall 75 Undiagnostic slag

315 Ditch 233 1075 FAS x4 Smithing bottom fragment§ x1




Table 9: Weights (g) of cremated human bone.

Context Group Weight (g)
145 Ditch 151 1
148 Grave 150 17
149 Grave 150 728
167 Ditch 170 1
240 Grave 242 3
282 Grave 281 59.5
285 Grave 283 326
286 Grave 283 16
287 Grave 280 0.5
288 Grave 280 0.%
291 Grave 281 154
295 Grave 280 82
315 Ditch 233 5
320 Grave 251 2.5




Table 10: Weights (g) of cremated human bone byoamaal element.

Context and weight (g)

Anatomical
region 145 | 148 | 149 | 167 | 240 | 282 | 285 | 286 | 287 | 288 | 291 | 295 | 315 | 320

Skull 0O 4 178) 0o 0 18 30 <05 <05 33 49 0 |0
Axial o 1| 68 0| 05 4 18 0 O 3 6 05 D
Upper limb 11 2/ 8 o 1 11 70 0 o0 15 10 |2 0
Lower limb of 3 143 o0 05 4 113 0 o 15 |2 0o 11
Unidentified o 7/ 252 1 1 245 95 05 <05 88 15 |3 15
TOTAL 1 17| 728/ 1) 3 595 326 18 05 05 154 82 55 25




Table 11: Bone fragment size by deposit

Context and weight (g)

Size
145 | 148 | 149 | 167 | 240 | 282 | 285 | 286 | 287 288 | 291 | 295 | 315 | 320
>10 mm 1 0| 158 (0 3 144 ) 56 4 0
10-5 mm 0 17] 570 0.% 56.p 18 13 <0.5 98 68 [5.5
<5 mm 0 0 0] 0.5 (0 ] ¢ <0. <0, 0 0 0
TOTAL 1 17| 728 1 3 595 | 326 18 0.5 05| 154 82| 55| 25

0.5



Table 12: Minimum number of individuals, age anx.se

Contexts Type Sex Age

148, 149 Unurned cremation grave 150 Possible mple ItAdu

240 Urned cremation grave 242 No data No data

282, 291 Urned cremation grave 281 Unknown Subadtl?(gears)
285, 286 Urned cremation grave 283 Possible male  Adult

287,288, 295| Urned cremation grave 280 Unknown Adult

320 Unurned cremation grave 251 Unknown Possible Adult
145 Ditch 151, possibly redeposited burial Unknown &Kt

167 Ditch 170, possibly redeposited buridl  Unknown kibwn

315 Ditch 233, possibly redeposited buria Unknown mkn




Table 13: Anatomical distribution of all specias;luding NISP, MNI and weight. Skeletal element

used for MNI is marked with an asterisk.

Cattle Sheep/goat | Horse | Medium Large Indeter minate
mammal mammal
Mandible 2
Loose teeth 7 4 4
Atlas 1
Axis 1
Vertebra 45 13
Rib 12 20
Scapula 1
Humerus 2* 1
Ulna 2
Metacarpal 1
Pelvis 2
Femur 1 1
Tibia 3 1
Calcaneus 1
Astragalus 1
Tarsal bones 2
Metatarsal 4
Phalanx 1 2 1
Phalanx 2 1
Long bone 23 19
Indeterminate 2 198
Total (NISP) 28 11 1 82 54 202
M NI 2 1 1
Weight (g) 1338 65 131 196 195 254




Table 14: Charcoal and charred plant remains tlecremation burials. Samples highlighted in
bold were analysed in full; the numbers represagrhent count and the crosses an estimate of
abundance (r=roundwood; s=sapwood; h=heartwoodyp te 5 items; ++ = 5-25; +++ = 25-100).

Grave 150 251 280 281

Context number | 148 | 149 | 320 287 295 282 290 291

Samplenumber | 101 | 102 | 137 | 121| 123 125 | 128 | 153

% flot identified | - 12.5 - - - 12.5| 100 25

Charcoal

Quercussp. oak + | 96hs +++ + +| 71lrs 26s 87rs
Alnus/Corylus alder/hazel 1
Prunus spinosa blackthorn 12r
Acer/Betulatype maple + + +
Fraxinus excelsior ash ++ 36hr, 7 10
Indeterminate 2 1
Total 96 121 | 34 98

Charred plant remains

Triticumsp. wheat grain +
Cerealiaindet. indeterminate grain +
Cerealiaindet. culm +
Corylus avellana hazel nutshell +
Conopodium majus pignut +

Arrhenatherum elatius onion couch grass +++

Weed seeds +




Table 15: Charcoal and charred plant remains fildomes and pits (+ = up to 5 items; ++ = 5-25;
+++ = 25-100, ++++ = >100).

Group | Fill Context | Sample Charcoal Grain chaff weeds
number | of
++ Quercus,
170 166 167 143 Acer/Betula, Prunus,
other diffuse
++++ Predom.
259 174 171 103 | Quercus(roundwood), +
Fraxinus
188 | 191| 188 108 4+ Predom.
Quercus
233 214 213 142 Quercus
++++ Fraxinus, o +
315 261 315 147 QuercusMaloideae, +++ Triticum, glume +
. Hordeum
other diffuse base
+++ Maloideae,
i Quercus, Fraxinus, ++, ++
236 238 115 Prunus.Lots Triticum/Secale Galium
roundwood.
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Plate 1: Cremation 281, during excavation
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