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Summary

On the 23 February 2012, OA East carried out an archaeological watching brief at 
Killingholme, North Lincolnshire (TA 1340 1610).  The monitoring was carried out  
during emergency repairs to a burst water main. No Archaeological features were  
observed.
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1  GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1 The site lies on flat agricultural ground close to the Humber with alluvial deposits sitting 
on chalk bedrock

2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
2.1.1 The site lies in a landscape that has produced multi- period remains. 

2.1.2 Flints have been recorded to the south and south-west (MLS 17871, 17872 & 19831)

2.1.3 Ring ditches have been recorded to the south and north (MLS 8757 & 8766)

2.1.4 A cropmark ditch lies to the south-west (MLS 20782)

2.1.5 Romano-British pot has been recorded to the north (MLS 16397)  and south-west (MLS 
17871 & 17872).

2.1.6 A Romano-British quern was discovered to the north-east (MLS 1629) 

2.1.7 Roman pot  was found to the south (MLS19830)

2.1.8 Anglo-Saxon pottery came from the south-west (MLS17872)

2.1.9 Medieval pot came from the north (MLS16397)

3  METHODOLOGY

3.1.1 The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the 
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of 
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2 No Brief was issued as the work was an emergency response to a burst water main.

3.1.3 The area of investigation was located in agricultural land between the villages of North 
and South Killingholme, North Lincolnshire (TA 1340 1610).

3.1.4 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma 
sheets.   Trench  locations,  plans  and  sections  were  recorded  at  appropriate  scales 
digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.  

3.1.5 Site conditions were fine.

4  RESULTS

4.1   
4.1.1 A burst  water  main resulted in large scale emergency excavation work to reach the 

main and carry out repairs.  This took place in advance of any archaeological presence 
on site.

4.1.2 The hole created (see Plates 1 and 2) was inspected by  an archaeologist, particularly 
the upper sections. No archaeological deposits were observed.

4.1.3 Fieldwalking in the immediate vicinity of the hole produced no archaeological material.

4.1.4 The spoil from the hole was metal detected but no objects were recovered.
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5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1   The watching brief at South Killingholme produced no archaeological deposits
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Plate 2: Large scale excavation was required to access the water main

Plate 1: No archaeology was observed during the works
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