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ARCHAEOLOGICAL, ARDESLEMENT

STANWICK:  LAND UPSTRESHM FROM PLANT TO &6

Backaground Information

An archaecliogical assessment of the area was undertaken in February/March 1989
by the Oxford Archeeological bnit on behalf of Amey Roadstone Corporation to
provide information for & proposed planning application for gravel extraction
ovier an ares of .86 ba. The subsodl varies with alluvium (immediately post—
glacial ang late Saxon/early Medieval), gravel islands and solifluction and
hillwash deposite all found within the area (Fig 1).

Archasclogical Background

A large scale archasoclogical project i; the parishes of Resunds  and
Irthtingborough  has  been  carried oubt aover the past few vyears by
MNorthamptonshire C C Archasology Unit and the Uentral Excavation Unit.

O group of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age ceremonial mornurents has been
encavated along the valley bottom. It has been shown that colonisation of the
Feavier soils on the clayland ccocuwrred between the Early Iron fge end bhe
Late Irom Age. Setilements of the Roman pericd were locsted close to those
of their Iron Age predecesscrs.  The Stamwick villa and its setllemnent sust
north of the proposed application ares overlies s series of ron Sge
erclosures  and  houses  (Bnglish Heritege: The Raunds Ares Project. &
Feassesemnent of the Ressarch Design.  January 1987).

Within the proposed application area two ring ditches are known from aegrial
photographs (Fig 12,J,K).

Fieldwslking

& fieldwalking esercise carried out by NOC indicated possible late Iraon
foe/early Fomano-British cccupation at C and possible Roman ccoupation at Py
G, H and north-east of F. A guite high density of flint was apparent along
the south-eastern edge of the application ares. This is the boundary of the
lower valley slope and the floodplain. A more even spread of Tlintwork was
choerved across the area south of the laske.

Geophysical

A sample area of about half a hectare in Ares A was surveyed with & becscarn
fluxgate gradiometer. The results are not yel available.



Sirateqy

Gravel dislands, slightly elevated above the floodplain, but blanketed by
alluvium were first identified from bore hole information. These are Koown
to be the favoured location for prehistoric ceremonial monuments. At least
2% of the area of these islands were esxcavated. Similarly o 24 sanple was
ercavated where Tieldwallking indicated areas of activily.

In total 70 trenches varying in length from dm to 42m were excavated by a 360°
eroavator using an 8 foot trough bbucket.

~

Trenches 1-6, Z2, frea A, (Fig 4)

These trenches covered an area of Roman settlenent and adiacent field systems
or series of paddocks.

At the southern end of Trench S corners of walls {(5-8) were exposed with =
doorway  through o and b, No associated floors were found. The moders
ploaghsoil, G.30m thick, directly overliss these walls. At the northern end
of Trench 9 a large rubble spresd partly sesled a cornbrash floor. & wall,
within the rubble survived Tor & height of C.25m above the Tloor. Two
gullies, 10 and 11, cut into a destruction spresd appear to post-date e
buildings.,  Pre-dating the stone budldings was & length of curving ditah,
partly widerliying wall 8. This was seen when a small part of the destruction
soread and ground surface assoriated with the building was removed.

Further down the siope, Trench 4 conteined evidence of fuwrther stone
buildings. A wall &, possibly of a circular building, pre-dates & series of
gullies 10, 11, pits 5, ¥, 12, 14, and a ditch 13, At the north endg of Trench

4 an area of stonework could be interpreted either as a path o & ploughed cut
H

wall footing., This lies at the foot of the hdgher areas partly anderlying the

edge of the alluvisl ceposit.

Trench 3 again contained a length of curving wall 12, possibly for & ciroular
mailding.,  The top of this footing lies 0.738m below modern grouand surface
(MGS) . Associated floors were not Tound although the building had been cut
down into the natural subscil. The rubble/masonry feature 10 showed thwough
the top of a destruction level and was not investigated further. Ditches o,
&, 7, gully 4 and pits 7 and B lie on the north slope of the high ares. Tihe
ditches and gulily may belong to paddocks or be the beginning of a figid system
associated with the buildings. Further ditches, in Trench 1, orientated Ne-
GE may belong to this system (Fig 3). Alluvium overlay the ditches in Trenc

1.

Trench & lay on the south-west side of the high area. DSeveral ditches and
gullies were covered by up to G.30m of hillwash and the 0.30 thick moders
ploughscil, Ditches &, 7 and a recut ditch 7, 10 contained limestone blocks
anc Roman potiery and are seen as being associsted with the buildings fuwrther
rerth and  eastwards, Feom gully 12 several pieces of worked flint were
recovered amd this with gully 13 may represent a prehistoric element to the
archaenlogy. Post hole 8 was undated. A& human burial was located im the
surviving uppesr Tills of ditch or ditch/pit complen 6.

Mo archesological evidenos was encowtered in Trench ©2.
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Trench 23, Area B

Trench 23 contained a 2.70m wide road constructed of limestone pieces.
Rummimg NE/ZGW 1t appears o follow the edge of the lower valley siope. It may
be of Romar date. The buildings in Areas & and F omay lie «longside this rosd.
Modern ploughing ls daemagimg the road at this point.

Trenches 24~26, 28730, X7, 38, Area © (Fig )

The subseil im this part of the site, and extending fuwrther north-eastwards,
i a sandy silty clay derived from saolifluction that has infilled a lowsr area
between two slightly highsr gravel islands. There bes also been a certain
amodnt of hillwash of & similar material that has buried the archasology.
There is o discernable ground swiacre associated with the features found.

Late Iron Age/Early Romasno—British ditches and pits were found in this area.
Trench 24 contained an ares of rubdle 5 and the large recut ditch 4 containeo
limestone rubble in its upper Till. Further ditebes were located in Tremch
26, while a pit and & post hole were found in Trench 29. What is possibly a
series of thin floors swviveos in the top of an earlier gully in Trench 33.

The surface Tinds from Tieldwalking st this point suggest thalt they derive
from material washed down the slope from the other side of the present road.

The archasology here is too deep to have been distuwrbed by modern ploughing.

No archasology or finds from the cverburden were encountered in Trenches 25,

28, 30 and 37,

Trenches 7-135, 19, 20 Area D (Fig 3)

Trench 10 was located on a small gravel island while the other Lrenches were
arranged to sanple a fuwrther higher gravel area.

No archasclogy or finds were recovered from Trenches 7, 8, 7, 10 and 12, One
birnt tree throw bole in Trench 7 indicated land cleasrance;it precesded
alluviation but 1s otherwise wundated.

The ditches in this area (Fig 3) are undated &l though the parallel ditches in
Trench 19 mey be a pair for a Bronze Age field system.  They were sealed by

alluwvium and cut o prebsbie old ground surface.

Trenches 21 and 27 Srea D, ‘ . '

B low mound in this part of the field indicated the possibility of a barrow.
& turt mownd standing at least 0.40m high (at the south—west end of trench 21)
above an old ground surface partly covered the emall enclosing ditch 14. This
ditoh was c.lm wide and O.35m deep. A possible inner ditch was located C.2m
away. A earlier tree throw hole made interpretation difficult.  Turf had
been removed form the swrounding erea to build the twrf mound.  The centre
of the present mound lies am south—west of the south-west end of Trench 21.
Two crematicns were found  external to the cuter ditch and 7-9m away from it.
{These were left U1 situ.) One crematicn is contained in a pot which has hed
the ltop truncated by later ploughimg. They are cut into the old ground
surface. Tre kdge of the mound appears to have been ploughed and  later
alluvivm partly overliegs this ploughsoil. The barrow is located on the
western edge of a gravel island.
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Trenches 14, 15, 32-34

Trench 36 was located on the edge of a gravel island that exiended esast and
south—eastwards, MNo archasology was found.

Trenches 14, 15, 32-35 were erxcavated on material derived from solifluction,
under  alluvium, and agsein no archaesology existed. A prehistoric grod

surfaces was not discernatle.

Trenches 16-18, 31 Area &

A circular enclosuwre cutting through an old ground surface and sealed by
alluvium waeg located bere.  Twe overlapping terminals in Trench 16 and s
possible terminal in Trench 31 indicated s segmented monument. Recutting was
seen in the machine—cut section in Trench 31 and the terminals in Trench 16
indicate at least one recut. There was no evidence for a surviving bamk and
the immediate collapse of trench sides prevented the examination of the ditch
fills. Mo dating evidence was recovered but the nature of the feature
sugoests a Prehistoric date.

Trenchess B81-83, 8588 Area . (Fig 10)

Oid ground surfaces (0G5) lying under 0.15-0.05 of alluvium were ilnvestigated
in all trenches sreept for Trench 88 where an 063 was not ldentified.
Although tree throw holes were found in most trenches there was no evidence
of deliberate land cleararce.  An undated ploughsoil overlying the 068 was
identified in Trench 83 and ploughing of part of the alluvium was observed in
Trench 85,

Trench BS revealed prehistoric settlement svidence. Cut into a surviving old
ground surface aid sealed Dy ¢ 0,55 of alluvial deposits were a nurber of
post holes and pits (Fig 10). The featwres were Tilled with a similar
material to the 005 and it was felt that more features were present than those
identified., One flint core from the OG5 amd. two flint flakes from post-hole
T oant pilt 1O were recovered.

Trenches &5-67, 71-78 frea - {(Fig 8)

Remsins of footings of a store bullding im Trench 72 lay 0.50m oelow MES.
Pits and post holes were found close to the building. Elsewhere a series of
paddocks were revealed in Trenches 73, 76, 74 (Fig 8}. [kvidence of more than
one phase is shown by ditch 72/7 cutting through the corner of an encliosure
72/6 and pit 72/8. The archeeology is only 0.30-0.350m below MBS.

Trenches &b and &7 indicate a hollow existed in the Roman period, later
infilled by hillwash. Twe gullies &67/7, 10, a pit and the edge of ancther
featwre are buwied under 1.30-1.80m of overburden. A bark &7/8 remains
stanging 0.3%m high on the east side of gully &7/7.

Trenches 68-70

A rirg-ditoh ©.22m in diameter, known from serial photographs, was located in
Trench 70 on a gravel island. Internal to the ditch was the Q65 buried under
c 0,15% of mound material. A flint scraper was recovered from the ditch fill.
Further westwards in Trench &7 was a large ditoch ©.3.590m wice and 1.20m deep.
This was bwied unoer c.lm of overbirden. & slight cuwrve to the ditch
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indicated a large circular enclosure with a possible 065 surviving intermal ly.
This momument was dllt on & lower gravel terrace that on which the barrow in
Trench 70 is built on.

Trench 4% Area J

This tremch located the double concentric ditched ring ditch known from asrial
photographs.  The irmner ditch 4273 was 1.6m wide and 0.80m deep. The outer
ditch 45/4 was 9.5m away from the inner ditch. This was only 0.80m wide and
0,.530m deep. A post hole 45%/5 was cut just on the ocutside of the ditch.

Trench 49, 30, 32 Area § (Fig 4)

Roman buildings and enclosures are centred on these trenches. Trench S0
corntained fontings for at least two stone buildings.

Walls 7 and 8 formed a corner with two cowrses of suwrviving stonework.  Two
suceeding internal Tloors were located. Rubble spread 12 at the esast end of
the trench indicated a fuwther wall lving just cutside the trench. Modern
plouwghing is distwlbing thess walls.

The building indicated by fooltings 14 swrvives only one course high. It is
buried by up to lm of overburden caused by the earlier gravel extraction and
lardstaping., Further stonework 20 was seen protruding through the subsoil at
the western end of the trench.

A pit or butt end of & ditch was seen on the edge of Trench 4%9. Recut ditches
S oand 4 may form the coner of an enclosure, just to the esst of Tremch 52,

with associated ditches &.

Trenches 60, 41 Area 6 (Figs 3. &)

Trench 60 exposed the corner of ancother rectangular stone building under
C.0.00m of overburden. A large amount of occupstion delvis, pottery, tile,
bore, naills and iron objects were located within the Duilding. A ditoh,
protsbly for enclosures associated with the beilding was located, runndng
NESSW in bremch 41,

Tremches o4, 57, 58, 59, 72, 80 Area H

A relict stream cowrse was located in these Wrenches. Trenches 57, D98, 59,
and 80 had a large guantity of closely packed limestones blocks set into the
top of the stream cowrze.

Trench 53 Area H (Fig )

Trench S5 partly cut through an area of dumped materisl perhaps associated
with the railway. Ditches 3-% at the southern end of the trench were uried
under ©.1.25m of overburden. Collapse of the trench sides prevented the
drawing of & deteiled plen. AL the north end of the trench footings for a
Romar stone building were revealed. A large smount of limestone and tile
rubble 10 overlaid a cobbled area and obscured a suspected south retuwrn wall
for wall 11. #Wall 11 swrvived for two courses above offset footings. Two
sets of floor layvers were found internal o the bullding.



Trenches 6i-64  Area 1 (Fig 11)

Trench &1 contained & sevies of ditches 12, 14, 15 rumning north-scuath and are
assoriated with & curving gully 8. Five post-holes 10, 11, 13, 16, 17, and
a pit ? were also found.  The relic stream chanmel was located in Trenches &1
and &4 while a ditch & and gully 7 were Tound in Trench &3,

Other Trenches

Trenches not mentioned above did not contain any archasology
Flintwoik
Flintwork was conspicucous by its absence especially in Area © and to the

naorth-east of Area F.

Romano—British Finds

The areas of Romano~British cccupation produced considerable gquantities af Zno
to 4tk centuwry potisry ~ notably shell-gritted wares (Wwo standard boxes were
collected). The Late Iron fAge areas C produced only thres sherds.  Other
firnds included two worn 4th centuwry coins ~ one from the Tloor of & building
i Trench 50.

Surnmary

Twelve areas of archaeclogical interest were located within the proposed
application area. Several of these lie outside or partly outside the proposed
eriraction area but landscaping or plant movement may Cause damage Lo fealtuwres
under a shallow overburden.

Area B

B sowr ©L 140 % 60m is covered by stone buildings of the Romsn period. There
are asscciated enclosures immediately fo the south-west and north and a
possible field system extending to the north edge of the proposed epplication
ares.

Area B

A road of possible Roman date sppears to follow the lower valley slopes.
Buildings in Areas £ and F are probably built alongside the road.

Area C©

Late Irom Age/Early Romano—British settlement extends from bere eastwards
under the present road. Store buildings are indicated by rubble spreads and
rubble in the ditch fills., There are enclosure ditches; pits and post holes
present.



rea D

A oprehistoric field systen of possible Bronee fge dete covers a gravel island.
O the west eoge of the island is a barrow, Z0-25m in diameter stending at
least O.40m above an old grouwnd surface.  Two cremations were found external
te the barrow.

Area &
A segmented encloeure, oL 40m in diamster, of possible Neolithic or early Iron

Age date was Tound on ancther gravel isleand.

Airea -

i1y

Stone buildings and enclosuwres of the Roman pericd are probably located at s
road juncticn. It is postulated that a road leaves the valley side rosd {(see
frea B) andd runs scross the valley bottom to a river crossing at Area H.

it

Area 5

Further stome bulldings of the Roman pericd with associated paddocks are
4 here, 7 adjecent to a road,

loca
Araa H

A oriver crossing with a contemporary Roman building to the west.  There are
enclosuwres to the south of the building.

Fres T

Further enciosures of the Romar period lie to the west of the old stream
cowrse.  Oocupation in the form of post holes and pits 1s present.

PArea J

& gouble concentric ring-diteh of ©.40m in diameter is located on & gravel
ialamd,

Arga K . .

A emall barrow of o.Z22m in diameter agsin is located on & gravel island. On
a gravel terrace to the west is a large ditched encloswae of probable
prehistoric date.

Prrea |

A small ares of prebistoric ccoupation was found to the west of a present
strean. Pits and postholes were found associated with & contemporary ground
SUrTace.

Jobwm Moore
hiford Mircheseclogical Usit
15 March 1989



APFENDIX 1

GEOPHYLICAL SURVEY

A sample area of about half a hectare was survevyed with a Geoscan
fluvgate gradiometer by the Clark Comnsul tancy. The area selected
was in Area £ where machine trenching had revealed stone walling and
ditohes.

The results of magrnetometery indicate a series of enclosures {(fig

14y . Their orientstion suggests that they ewxtend back from the
probable roed line under the present road {(see Area B, pp 3 & &1
These enclosures may predate the buildings reveslisd in the
excavation aof Trenches 3 — 5 (fig 13). One enclosure ditch wpould

underlie the preobsble circultar building 12 in Trench 3, another
wouwld predsate & similar buildimg & in the south end of Trench 4.
The possible wall indicated by the geophysical survey 1s probeably
the wall and associated destruction rubble 13 in Trench 5. The lack
ct any indicatlion for other walls suggest that any remaing are
slight. Excavation confirms thalt in some cases only wall footings
remain.

| N

Various pits and cre or two hearths or kilns are indicated by the
survey .,

Magnetic susceptibility measuremenlts showed highb readings within the
Meavily worked roadside strip, falling away moticeably 10m cutside
it., Magnetomeier scanning over the rest of the field showed little
sigr that the activity extended much along the road on either side
of the survey area. I view of the high susceptibility of the soil,
the weak signals given by many ditches indicate that these must be
very alight. The high susceptibility also suggests that muach
nurning took place on the site, possibly asspciated with industrial
pursuits.



