DIOFMROCE

Morton Barn
Ford
Dinton and Ford Upton

Buckinghamshire

&= Archaeological
— 1 Watching Brief Report

*

oxford

April 2006

Client: Michael Short

Issue N©: 1

OA Job N©: 3172
Planning Ref N©: 05/2380
NGR: SP 7903 0976




Cliept |

Chent Ref No:

Drocurnent Title:

irocurment Type:

Fesue Number:

National Grid Reference:

Planning Reference:

OA Jobh Number:

Site Code:

Invoice Code:
Receiving Museun:
Museum Accession No;

Prepared by
Position:
Draie:
Checked by
Position:
Date:
Approved by
Position:

Date:

Daocument File ocation
Graphics File Location

Hlustrated by

Diselainger:

Michael Short

Morton Barn, Ford, Dinton and Ford Upton,
Buckinghamshire

Watching Brief

NGR SP 7903 0876
05/2380

3172

DINFMEB 06

DINFMBWE

Buckinghamshire County Museum Service
AYBOM 2006.45

James Mumiford
Project Officer
4l April 2006

Jon Hiller

Senior Project Manaper
4th April 20006

Nick Shepherd Signed. &8 o
Head of Fieldwork

4th April 2006

LE/OAUMDREPORTS/BUCKS/DINIMB doc

B (9 (10 s

servergod/oaupubs] a thru BEDINFMBOO* DINFM B W3 *

Morton Barn, Ford, Buckinghamshire *FC#29.03.06
Helen Crossman

§
) coerael s

4 / AT./zoo b,

This document has been propaved for the tivled project o named part thereof and shouwld not be velied upoi or used for
anyv ather project withouw! an independent check being carvied ont as {0 (s suitability and pricr wrilien autharing of
Oxford Arehavology being abiained. Oxford Arvchaeniagy accepts no responsibifite or Hability for the consegonces af
this dociomeni boing used for a popase other than the purposes for which i was commissioned. Ay personsparty wsfing
or relving an the document for such viher purposes agrees, and will by sucl wse or reliance be daken 10 confirm iheir
agreerent i indenmify Oxford Archacology for all loss or damagpe resuliing thevefrom. Oxferd Archacology accepts no
responsibifity or labilice for this docusient o any o odier than the persoriparty by whom if was commissioned.

Oxford Archacology

© Gxford Archacolooical Unit Led 2006

Fanus House

Osney Mead

Oxford OX2 0ES
L0044 01863 203800
(0040 D863 793400

¢ inogox fordarch.co uk
woowwow oxfordarch.eo.uk

Onford Archacological Unit Linsited is o Registored Charity No: 283627



Morfen Barn, Ford, Dinton and Ferd Uipton, BUCKS BENFAMEB §6
Arvchaeslogicel Waiching Brief Report

Sarm, Ford, Ding

P and Ford Upton, Buc

ARCHAFQLOGIC AL WATCHING BRIFF REPORT

SUmmary

] INFoduchion.
1.1 Localion and scope of wark..o..

1.2 Geology and topographyv ..

CONTENTS

1.3 Archiaeological and Ristorical background !
2 Projoct Aims and Methodolomy 2
A o e e 2
2.2 Methodology o 2
31 Deseripiion OF dEPOSIIS it et et e 2
B L T ST RSP U U RO OV TUU U O U OO OO U U PP P PR PPN TOROTUPRTPRY 2
33 Palaco-cnvirommenial TeIMUEITIS . o e, 2
4 Discussion AN COnCRISIONS oo 3
Appendizx 1 Archacological Context IVEntory .. e 4
Appendix 2 Bibliography and references .o 4
Appendix 3 Summary of Site Details 4

BAST OF FIGURES

Fig. 1 Site Jocation
Fig, 2 Site Jocation and Plan 1

€ Ondford Arvchacological Uit Lad, April 2000

Tiiservoriusers i nimford WO hREPOR TS BUCKSXNEME doc



Chvfard Avchacology Iorion Bara, Ford, Biston and Ford Upton, BUCKS IFINFMEB 86
Archuealogical Watching Brief Report

SUMMARY

In Mareh 2000 Oxford Archacology (OA) carried out an archueclogical
waiching brief at Morion Born, Ford, Dinton and ~Ford = Upion,
Buckinghamshire (NGR SP 7903 0976). The work was commissioned by
Aichael Short in advance of ihe consiruction of new stable, The warching
Bricf revealed (races of ridee and  furrow  relaiing to farmland
surrainding ihe medicval village of Moreton.

1 FNTRODUCTION
1.7 Bocation and scope of work

1100 In March 2006, Oxford Archacology (OA) carried out an archacological watching
brief at Morton Ban, Ford, Dinton and Ford Upton, Buckinghamshire (I, 1). The
work was commissioned by Michael Short in respect of a planning application for

construction of new stable (Planning Application No. 05/2380).

112 A project brief was set by David Radford, Buckinghamshire’s Archaeological

Officer,

1.1.3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) detailing how it would meet

the reguirements of the brief.
1.2 Geslopy and {opography

1.2.1 The development site Hes within the deserted medieval settlement of Moreton
(CAS326), The stable block lies within the Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM
29400).

1.2.2  The underlying geology is Kimmeridge Clay formation (British Geological Survey

sheet 237). The site Hes in a rural setting at approximately 78 m OD.
1.3 Archaeclogical and historical background

1.3.1  The archacological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WST for the

project (OA 2006) and 1s reproduced below.,

1.3.2  The remains of the deserted medieval sctticment of Moreton comprises extlensive
carthworks covering approximately 6 hectares, encompassing a medieval moated site
and manorial enclosure. The village is thought to derive its name cither from iis
setting, the setilement by the moor or fen, or Earl Moreton, who held the estate from
the Rishop of Winchester at Domesday. A rell of accounts from 1521-2 provides a
picture of a thriving pastoral cconomy through sales of large numbers of cattle and
quantities of wool, The conversion from an arable cconomy to one dominated by
pasiure may have occurred within the life of the village given the expansion of the

vitlage enclosures over earlier ridge and furrow, although by 1521 this process may
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have led 1o the replacenient of the village by & single farm. The village was

abandoned by the time of the 1660 estate map (DCRMS, 1997

133 Anextensive geophysical survey was undertaken on land directly south of the village

revealing traces of ridge and firrow, extraction pits and a pumber of Jocalised

2 FPROJECT ALMS AND METHODOLOGY
2.1 Admrg

200 Toadently and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, guality and date of

archacological remains in the areas affected by the development.
212 To make available the results of the archaeclogical investigation.
22 Methodology

221 The area of the conerete stab for the new stable block was marked out then the

around was reduced and levelled by 0,30 m. This was carried out by a JCB fitred

with a 0.60m wide tootiiless bucket under archacological supervision.

222 Allarchacological features were planned at a seale of 1:100 and where excavated
thelr sections drawn at scales of 1:20. All excavated features were photographed
using colour slide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of
the work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the QAU Fieldwork

Manual {ed. 13 Wilkinson, 1992).
3 RESULTS
3.1 Description of deposity

30E 0 The 84 mx 5.0 mx 0.1 m thick concrete slab for the old out building on the site was
broken up, but the 0.3 m hardeore base it was laid on was retained (Fig. 2). This lay
on a deposit of made ground of dark grey brown silty clay loam (1) with eravel and
stone hardcore, This appears to fill in and level up a dip along the north-east side of
the site. This sealed a 0.2 m thick layer of very dark grey brown silty clay loam (2)
topsoil, which overlying the natural of light reddish brown clay (3) with limestone

fragments. 'T'he natural was parlly exposed in the west comer of the site,

Lo

2 Finds

3.2 No finds were recovered during the watching briel

Led

3 Palaco-covirenmental remains

Lad

A1 Nodeposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified during the watching

brief.
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a DRESCUELION AND CONCLUSIONS

41,1 The waiching briel reveaied no significant archacological deposits or features. The
focation of the site and the contours of the reduced area suggest that the site was at
the north-west end of ridee and furrow. This system of ridge and furrow was clearly
observed running north-west to south-cast and across the site and in the paddock af
the front of the “Morton Bamn® property. The ridge and furrow was part of the
medieval farmed landscape surrounding the village of Moreton located by the

seonhvsical survey was undertaken in 1997 on land directly south of the village.
i + iy B o =
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APPENDHCES

ARG OCICAL CONTENT EINVENTORY

Coniexy | Type Depiin Hidih Heighr Commienis

| | Layer Modern ground make up
2 Laver 3.20m Topsoil

3 Natural Matural clay

APPENDIN 2 BISEIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

BCAS, 2005 Morton Barn, Waiter Lane, Ford, Dinton and Fored Upton: Brief jor an

Archacological Warching Brief
DCMS 1997 Scheduling Description

Network Archacology, 2001 Archacological Field reconnaissance Survey and Geophvsical

Survey, Proposed Foresiry Planting, Ford, Aviesbury
QAL 1992 Field Manual (ed. ID Wilkinson)

OA 2006 Morion Barn, Water Lane, Ford, Dinton and Ford Upton, Buckinghamshire

Writien Scheme of Investigation

APPENDIN G SUMMARY OF SITE BETAILS

Site name: Morton Barn , Ford, Dinton and Ford, Buckinghamshire

Site coder DINFMB 06

Grid reference: NGR SP 7903 (0976

Type of watching brief: Ground works for concrete slab for new stable biock.

Brate and duration of project: One site visit on the 27/3/2006.

Area of gite: 108 m x 9.85m

Summary of resuity: The watching brief revealed traces of ridge and furrow relating to
farmland surrounding the medieval village of Moreton.

Eecation of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Gsney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museums Service in
due course, under the {ollowing accession number: AYBCM 200645
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b ] Servergo:/oaupubs]_a thu h*DINFMBOS* DINFMBWE*Morton Bam, Ford, Buckinghamshire®HC*29.03.06

Old concrete pad
for out-building

¢ Hardcore for
caoncrete pad
0 10m
1:250

Medienal Dillage
of Moreton
feta of|

4

¥ \
' Nktiesal Dillaar of !'llou}oﬁ

Intte OF} p
. 7 »

fa o
BM 81.84m ,/
e
r' //
i,

"y '//' ‘("‘j““\‘ /

/ .
—“.";3_\:,;/'_ _‘(/ -

/- 5, "

A ! ~— Wwd Pp

Idinused]

‘_\‘ \
\ W Key: -
0
\\ Ridge and furrow
1:10000 Y
£ 8 2 oy e

Figure 2: Site location and Plan 1
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