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SUMMARY

The North West Regional Development Agency (NWDAgs hrecently obtained
planning consent to carry out the demolition of etmuse premises and alterations to
the boundary walls of a site fronting Jersey Steset Poland Street in the Ancoats
area of Manchester (centred on SJ 85147 98762008, as part of an initial stage in
the planning process for these works, the NWDA cassioned Oxford Archaeology
North (OA North) to carry out an archaeological ldbased assessment of the site.
This report concluded that whilst the site had besteveloped in the 1980s for use
by Howarth Metals for the production of aluminiuiog ingots, the boundary walls
along Jersey Street and Poland Street represdrga@mains of a nineteenth-century
iron foundry and, as such, were of some archaemdbgiterest (OA North 2009).

In order to secure archaeological interests, MasteneCity Council attached a
condition to planning consent that required an aeokogical building survey to be
carried out in advance of the proposed works. Moflg consultation with the

Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manokest was recommended that the
scope of archaeological survey should comprise agligh Heritage Level II-type

survey of the historic wall fronting Jersey Strekt. July 2010, OA North was

commissioned by the NWDA to carry out the buildswugvey.

The survey revealed that the walls retained phisie@lence for multiple phases of
construction, and incorporates the remains ofriisstructures. The western two bays
of the wall fronting onto Jersey Street incorpottie only survival of a former four-
storey office block, which displayed contemporarychaectural styles, being
constructed in fashionable Flemish Bond brickwarith sandstone detailing to the
windows and facade. Unusually, the same decoratias also applied to the large,
single-storey foundry erected on its eastern $a¢h structures appear to have been
constructed in the latter part of the nineteenthtwg, representing a redevelopment
of the site following the demolition of workers’ bging that had lined the Jersey
Street frontage.

Whilst the iron foundry had been redeveloped in tihentieth century, the Jersey
Street facade retains much of its original charattes, particularly at the western

end. Similarly, although the rebuilt Poland Strdatade is of much lower

architectural quality, it does retain some stylimgghe form of Staffordshire Blue

brick decoration, and highlights the contrast bemvéhe more usual standard of
architecture associated with such buildings, arel rtfore decorative Jersey Street
frontage.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

CIRCUMSTANCESOF THE PROJECT

The North West Regional Development Agency (NWDA3s hrecently
obtained planning consent to carry out the denoolitf warehouse premises
and alterations to the boundary walls of a sitentinrg Jersey Street and
Poland Street in the Ancoats area of Manchestes.pfbgramme of works is
also to include the installation of railings in thhent of re-opened arches set
within the boundary walls, and the inclusion ofa@ging course of brickwork.

In 2009, as part of an initial stage in the plagnamocess for these works, the
NWDA commissioned Oxford Archaeology North (OA Norto carry out an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the $ite.r@port concluded that
whilst the site had been redeveloped in the 1980side by Howarth Metals
for the production of aluminium alloy ingots, theumdary walls along Jersey
Street and Poland Street represented the remaiaswfeteenth-century iron
foundry and, as such, were of some archaeologitetast (OA North 2009).
In the light of this conclusion, the Assistant CyuArchaeologist for Greater
Manchester, who provides planning advice to Manehmne€ity Council,
recommended that the boundary walls should be sulige a measured
archaeological building survey and recording ptmrthe commencement of
the proposed works. It was recommended that theegushould include
measured elevation drawings and a plan, a detaitétén description and an
interpretation of the building, evidence for phasirof construction,
construction materials, decoration and detailingd gurviving fixtures and
fitting. Acting on this advice, Manchester City Gmil attached a condition to
the planning consent, which stated:

‘No demolition hereby approved shall commence uatilprogramme of
archaeological building survey has been implemeimedccordance with a
written scheme of investigation previously approwednriting by the City
Council as local planning authority.’

‘Reason: To make a record of the upstanding histbuilding fabric for
archive and research purposes, pursuant to Poli€g2001 of the Unitary
Development Plan for the City of Manchester and®PS

In July 2010, GVA Grimley Ltd, acting on behalf dhe NWDA,

commissioned OA North to undertake the requirechaological building
survey. The building survey was undertaken in At@@0, and was carried
out in accordance with the requirements of the giast County
Archaeologist.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

SITELOCATION

The study area (centred on SJ 85147 98764) istasttuaithin the Ancoats
area of Manchester, which lies on the north-ealt sf the city centre (Fig 1).
The site forms the majority of a plot of land boaddy Jersey Street, Radium
Street, Naval Street and Poland Street, and foran$ of the Ancoats
Conservation Area (Plate 1).

Topographically, the Manchester Conurbation as giore is within an
undulating lowland basin, which is bounded by tearkne uplands to the east
and to the north. The region as a whole comprisesMersey river valley,
whilst the rivers Irwell, Medlock, and Irk represeéhe principal watercourses
in Manchester (Countryside Commission 1998, 12%)e Topography of
Ancoats, however, reflects the shallow valley ob&er’s Brook, a rivulet that
flows westwards from Newton Heath, through Ancoatsl into the river
Medlock (Ashworth 1987, 22). Shooter’s Brook wabsetted during the early
nineteenth century, and the topography of the ydilas since been masked
considerably by urban expansion. The study arsaslene 200m to the north-
west of Shooter’s Brook.

The solid geology of the area comprises Carbonifergedimentary material
and a series of Permo-Triassic rocks, consistingnisnaof New Red
Sandstone. The overlying drift incorporates Pleiste boulder clays of
glacial origin, and sands, gravels, and clayswififitile/lacustrine origin (Hall
et al 1995, 8).

Plate 1. Recent aerial view of the study area

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

214

22
221

BUILDING SURVEY

The building survey aimed to provide an understagaif the historic fabric

and key architectural features of the historic a&l@n. It has provided a

drawn, photographic and textual record of the logdio English Heritage

(2006) Level Il standard. Records were made ofithernal and external

elevations, as well as any features of historicaar@hitectural significance.

These records are essentially descriptive, althaotgipretation is carried out
on site as required. All work was consistent whie televant standards and
procedures provided by the Institute for Archaewitsy(IfA), and generally

accepted best practice.

Photographic Survey: a photographic archive of the elevations was ctedpi
consisting of both general and detailed photograpWtich were captured
using both digital and black and white 35mm formats

Site Drawings. elevations of the principal walls of the foundrgn produced
using a reflectorless total station, and photog@pkctification software
(PhotoPlan). The enhanced drawings were annotatesequently, to show
the form and location of any structural featureisforic significance.

Interpretation and Analysis: a visual inspection of the structure was
undertaken and a description maintained to Endlistitage Level Il standard.
These records are essentially descriptive, andiggcw systematic account of
the origin, development and use of the building.

ARCHIVE

A full archive of the work has been prepared torefgssional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guideli{i€®®91) and th&uidelines
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Lomgrm StoragqUKIC
1990). The archive will be deposited with the Museaf Science and Industry
in Manchester on completion of the project. In &#ddi a copy of the report
will be forwarded to the County Sites and MonumeRészord (SMR), and a
summary sent to the National Monuments Record (NMR)

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

DEVELOPMENT OF ANCOATS

Ancoats was rapidly transformed to an urban enwrent during the 1770s,
and on an unprecedented scale. In 1775, Georgeleamy Legh of High Legh
in Cheshire sold land between Newton Lane and Aischane to Thomas
Bound (Swindells 1908, 203), representing an estdge in the development
of the area. The process of development involvedlihgetracts of land to
middlemen, often subject to a ‘perpetual’ rent an@¢ovenant to build, to
protect the rent income (Roberts 1993, 15-6). Ashwoether parts of
Manchester, such as the Chorlton Hall Estate aedL#tver Estate to the
south-east and north of Piccadilly respectivelye teale of land for
development involved surveying and laying out s&eée a grid-iron pattern,
which effectively created development plots (Chalkl974). This layout is
shown on several maps that were produced durintataesighteenth century,
including Laurent'sMap of Manchester and Salfqrpgublished in 1793, which
also shows the corner of Great Ancoats Street dddah Road to have been
a focus for initial development.

The earliest textile factories in the area includeseral water-powered mills
erected along Shooter’s Brook, to the south of Wnjwow Redhill) Street.

There is some evidence to suggest, for instaned¢,New Islington Mill and

Salvin’s Factory originated in the late 1780s asewpowered textile mills

situated on the bank of Shooter’s Brook (Miller aidd 2007). However, this
was a small watercourse, and in seeking a solutiothe inadequate power
supplied to their waterwheels from the brook, sommanufacturers

experimented with steam power.

The completion of the Ashton-under-Lyne Canal i®d,7and the Rochdale
Canal in 1804, was a key element in the phenomexydnsion of Ancoats,
and led to its transformation from a semi-rurakréss to an industrial suburb.
This was coupled with a breakthrough in the appboaof steam power to

manufacturing, and the national demand for textpasticularly cotton, which

created the explosion of factory building. In Antsdhis new breed of textile
mills were built on an unprecedented scale, manged@ing upon the

developing network of short branch canals for fpansand a source of water
for their steam-power plants (Williams 2002, 35).

Numerous trades ancillary to textile manufacturimgre also established in
Ancoats during the nineteenth century, includingnirfoundries and
engineering works, many having been establishggrdduce the machinery,
fixtures and fittings demanded by the local textidls. One of the largest
engineering works was the Vulcan Works on Pollatdee®, which was
operated by John Hetherington & Sons Ltd, and predua large range of
machinery for the textile industry. There were, lkgar, many other smaller
iron works and foundries, which became a charatierfeature of Ancoats,
and were of great importance to the local econdviilgr and Wild 2007).

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDY AREA

The study area was developed initially during thte lkeighteenth century, and
a block of buildings fronting the northern side Eifiot Street in the south-
western corner of the study area is shown on Gsemap of 1794; the size of
this block is consistent with a terrace of artisamsrkshop dwellings. Maps
produced by Pigot in 1819 and Johnson in 1820 gheviBengal Street branch
of the Rochdale Canal to have been constructedgsithe study area

Bancks and Co’'8Map of Manchester and Salfqrdublished in 1831, provides
the first detailed nineteenth-century survey of sedy area. This confirms
that the block of buildings fronting onto Elliottr8et, which is now named
Jersey Street, comprised a terrace of six housés,anNarger property at the
eastern end, presumably representing retail or aantial premises. A second
block of buildings, comprising nine workers’ housesshown to have been
erected to the east, infilling the street frontaage far as Poland Street.
Development along the German Street frontage iecluad Sunday School, the
site of which lies immediately beyond the westeonrdary of the study area.
The remainder of the study area is shown as undeedlland.

A small-scale map produced in 1841 indicates tmatstudy area had attracted
some development during the 1830s (Plate 2). Inticodar, a large,
rectangular block is shown to have been erectethenwestern part of the
study area. Whilst the building is not named on thap, it is likely to
represent the first element of an iron foundry thamninated the site from the
mid-nineteenth century.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010



Howarth Metals, Jersey Street, Ancoats, Manchesgtemhaeological Building Survey 9

3.2.4 The layout of the study area during the mid-ninetieeentury is depicted on
two detailed plans: the Ordnance Survey 60”: 1 nmiap of 1850; and
Adshead’'sPlan of the Townships of Manchestpublished in 1851 (Plate 3).
Both maps show that the study area was subjeabrisiderable development
during the 1840s. The area to the rear of the Isofieating onto Jersey Street,
as far as the southern bank of the canal arm,as/sho have been occupied
by the Phoenix Iron Works. This comprised a casshgp fronting onto
Poland Street, a large central yard, another l|drgiding, with all the
elements of a steam-power plant, comprising annenigouse, boiler, chimney
and cistern, situated to the west. Adshead’s msp sthows the Phoenix Iron
Works to have incorporated an additional buildirsgiuated parallel and
immediately adjacent to the southern bank of thealcarm. A directory for
1851 lists John Elce & Co as iron and brass founa@érthe Phoenix Iron
Works (Slater 1851, 35).

Plate 3: Extract from Adshead’s map of 1851

3.2.5 In 1891, the Ordnance Survey published the detditst edition 5: 1 mile
map of the area, which was surveyed in 1888-9stimeey was also published
in 1894 at a scale of 25" 1 mile (Plate 4). Theides that had occupied the
south-western part of the study area appear to h@en replaced by an
expansion of the Phoenix Iron Works. Converselg, ghrt of the iron works
that occupied the western part of the study areansed on the 5’: 1 mile map
as a glass works. Entries in a trade directoryl&85 list the firm of Guest &
Brookes is listed as machine makers in the nortipam of the study area
(Slater 1895, 317), with William Allen, a brassfaiem, seemingly occupying
John Elce & Co’s former premises on Jersey Stagetit, 229).

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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3.2.6

3.2.7

Charles Goad'’s insurance map, surveyed in 1928)qes a useful plan of the
study area. This shows that the south-eastern gfathe study area was
occupied by W Allen’s engineering works and foundifhe buildings
comprised a four-storey structure and a singleegtoange along the Jersey
Street frontage; the four-storey building was ussdoffices. The adjacent
building probably represented the main processirgp aof the foundry,
incorporating a chimney at its western end, and twpola furnaces in its
north-eastern corner. A long, single-storey butdalong the Poland Street
frontage contained a travelling crane, and may Hmeen used as an erecting
shop.The buildings to the north of the canal arm are eduon Goad'’s plan as
the Phoenix Iron Works, occupied by Mabbott & Cd,l¢ngineers.

The Ordnance Survey map of 1948 shows the canaharbeing disused, and
had seemingly been partially subsumed by an expard the Phoenix Iron
Works. The remodelling of the iron works also appda have resulted in the
infilling of the central yard area. A range of tareew buildings was erected
along the Jersey Street frontage; these buildinggi@picted on a photograph
of Jersey Street dated to 1962 (Plate 5).

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010



Howarth Metals, Jersey Street, Ancoats, Manchestahaeological Building Survey 11

Plate 5: Looking south-west along Jersey Stred9i62, showing the single-storey iron
foundry and the adjacent four-storey office

3.2.8 The majority of the study area was occupied froi®@8Lantil 2009 by Howarth
Metals, which produced aluminium alloy ingots arien silicon aluminium
alloys. Several new industrial processing unitsenenected on the site as part
of this works, and the buildings first shown on 848 Ordnance Survey map
were adapted; an aluminium-melting furnace wasllest inside one of these
buildings, and the furnace chimney can be seemyghoig through the roof of
one of these buildings on an aerial photograplnefarea taken in 1988 by the
former Royal Commission on the Historical Monumert$ England
(RCHME). The aerial photograph also shows the &iarey office block on
Jersey Street to have been derelict and withoubod tthis building was
demolished subsequently.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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4. BUILDING SURVEY RESULTS

4.1

41.1

4.2

42.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

INTRODUCTION

The building survey was targeted at the exédenations of the nineteenth-
century iron foundry, as these formed the princgdaments of archaeological
interest. These elevations survive along Jersegettwith a return fronting
onto Poland Street.

THE JERSEY STREET ELEVATION

External description: the Jersey Street elevation formed the main fagdde
the complex (Fig 2). It comprised a single-storeigkbwall (Plate 6), which
retained physical evidence for multiple phasesavietbpment.

Plate 6: Looking north along the Jersey Street fage

The wall was 14 bays long (Fig 3), with a é&amntrance into the complex
placed at its western end. However, this repredemteelatively late entrance,
as a photograph dated to 1965, shows a builditiggsrposition (Plate 5).

The two bays to east of this entrance formingles phase, constructed in
Flemish bond, and comprised the remains of a ftareyg office portrayed in
the photograph of 1965 (Plate 5). The brick hasmaather, rubbed finish to
that to the east, and incorporates projecting asl@adstone quoins at ground
level, presumably reflecting the higher statushef probable offices (Plate 6).
The projecting, continuous sandstone sill of themier first-floor windows
presently forms a coping stone for the reduced {#adj 3).

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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4.2.4

4.2.5

Plate 7: Architectural detailing of the Jersey ®fréacade

Each of the ten western bays originally hadeeessed aperture with a
segmental brick arch (Fig 3), and a projecting geap and rusticated
sandstone key (Plate 7). Each also had a projesingstone impost, and a
continuous projecting sandstone sill. Within eageraure, the jamb was
recessed in brick (Plate 7), with those in the amstwo bays being much
smaller than to the east (Fig 3). This was almesiamly undertaken to allow
all the apertures within the wall to be of the sasmee, whilst giving the
impression that those in the eastern part werestatzplancing the facade of
the taller ground floor of this part of the struet{Plate 5). At its western end,
the continuous sandstone sill terminated in a ptiojg pyramidal boss (Plate
8), suggesting that an entrance into the buildaygih the bay to the west. The
taller ground floor of the single-storey element tbke wall, which was
constructed in a more utilitarian English GardenllWand, was capped with
dentilated brickwork, and had a brick plinth (Pl&)e This again demonstrates
a relatively high level of architectural detailimgan industrial building within
the area.

The wall was remodelled extensively, appayeatl several occasions, and
whilst a precise developmental sequence is diffitulestablish, the different
types of material employed suggests a relativeraiomy.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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Plate 8: Detail of sandstone boss at western ermofinuous sill

4.2.6 The earliest phase of remodelling appearedotoprise the insertion of a
doorway, placed to the left of centre of the elmrgtin the sixth bay from the
western end (Fig 3; Plate 7). This is unlikely ®odriginal, as the surrounding
brickwork within the similarly sized aperture tdhets in the facade, was of a
later style. Furthermore, it is probable that aiginoal doorway would have
incorporated the style of the imposts into the dadel, and the aperture is
likely to have been flush with the projecting contus sill on either side,
rather than half a brick narrower (Fig 3).

Plate 9: Looking west along the Jersey Street apldi®l Street facades

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010
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4.2.7

4.2.8

4.2.9

To the east, the most substantial rebuild cm®g the eastern four bays (Plate
9), and probably the entire length of the Polanegeitelevation ection 4.3
below). This was rebuilt entirely beyond a new two-briakde projecting
buttress, in a shallower version of English Gardéadl bond, comprising only
three rows of stretchers instead of four, and énathno windows. A similar
buttress was placed at its eastern return withPthland Street elevation. To
the west of the buttress, the rebuild also incafemt the wall above the
continuous sill, to the aperture of the adjoinimy lpFig 3). Above the window
aperture, it abutted what appeared to be an otigeaangular aperture,
blocked subsequently, and representing the renshiaventilation opening. A
similar blocked aperture was observed above thewoo (Plate 7), and the
photograph taken in 1965 (Plate 5) suggests thatlaer aperture was placed
in the western bay of the single-storey structdiee historical photograph
also depicts clearly the louvered shuttering ofehstern ventilation aperture,
and that above the door having been blocked at aahere date, almost
certainly contemporarily with the insertion of theor.

Prior to 1965, the recessed apertures wereblattked, although some
architectural integrity was maintained, as the kilog was recessed behind the
jambs. The doorway appears to have been retaingdisatime (Plate 5),
suggesting a change of process or machinery witl@rbuilding. The blocked
apertures were remodelled further, being infillessth with the window jambs
(Plate 7). However, those to the west of the dogrware only infilled to the
height of the springing point of the segmental gRlate 7).

Three further episodes of remodelling were eutatten using different
materials. The earliest of these appeared to beetneval of the face of the
arch from the third bay (from the western end & ¢hevation (Plate 6)). Part
of the removed brickwork was rebuilt with machinede red brick,
presumably to stabilise the surrounding wall. Theppse for this remodelling
is unclear, although it probably relates to intémeamodelling at first floor
level in this position $ection 4.2.11, belgwThe western end of the extant
wall was also remodelled in red brick, incorporgtisome grey brick, and
comprised the creation of a gatepost for a newaang& that was formed
following the partial demolition of the four-storeyfice block. The blocking
of the doorway with clinker blocks to the east vpasbably a contemporary
episode, the entrance having become redundant.

4.2.10 Internal description: the south wall was of 1% bricks thickness (0.36amy

its internal face was in a poorer state of repaith several section of wall
core exposed (Plate 10). The majority of this wathiw the projecting bull-
nosed brick buttresses placed between each bay)Fig

4.2.11 The western three bays were infilled flusthwvall face (Plate 11), with the

buttresses surviving only as either wall scars arecrubble (Fig 4). The
adjacent three bays retained part of an insertedrete floor, forming a first
floor, 2.2m above ground level (Fig 4). The thirtddourth bays at this level
retained remnants of white tiling, and clinker awalls scars, suggesting use
as washrooms. The two bays to the west of the dmpmetained 16-light
windows, with cast-iron frames and each with a tight, top-hung vent
centrally in the top row (Plate). A 1% brick-wideviding wall between these
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two bays at ground floor level was presumably irezkeicontemporarily with

the floors, forming an internal dividing wall, asdpporting the concrete floor
above. The inserted doorway to the east also hamhaets of surviving

cheeks, presumably forming a lobby into the buddiRlate 12).

Plate 10: Looking south-east at the rear of thesdgrStreet elevation

Plate 11: Infilled apertures and removed buttressethe remodelled south-western end of the
Jersey Street elevation
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Plate 12: Inserted mezzanine floor at rear of tbesdy Street elevation

Plate 13: Rebuilt wall at north-eastern end of fleesey Street elevation, with original fabric reted
at the junction with Poland Street
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4.2.12 The four bays to the west of the doorwayimeththe original segmentally

4.3

43.1

arched apertures, constructed of bull-nosed bit&té 10). The continuous
sandstone sill, observed externally, projectecheowall face and ran behind
the buttresses that separated the bays; the [matr@gere also of original bull-
nosed construction. The copings of these buttressas remodelled with

plain, machine-made brick, and had been capped sultitrete to support a
replacement roof. At the eastern end of the sandssdl the buttress was a
half brick (0.12m) larger in each dimension, andswaonstructed with

standard-shaped brick (Plate 13). Two further besies projected only a
single skin from the wall face, with the western Bithe elevation having

been refaced above a small stub of original falffate 13), presumably
contemporaneous to the main body of the JersegtSttevation (Fig 4). This

early fabric continued around the south-east coaofighe structure onto the
Poland Street elevation (Plate 13).

THE POLAND STREET ELEVATION

External description: the Poland Street facade rose relatively steeplthé¢o
north (Plate 9), up an incline to a bridge oveedundant arm of the Rochdale
Canal (Plate 4). The return from the Jersey Seéstation had a projecting
buttress to the corner (Plate 14). The wall, whigts constructed in English
Garden Wall bond in a similar ratio of stretche3dl] to the eastern end of the
Jersey Street elevation, appeared to have compiesegitched gables, with
projecting parapets between (Plate 14). The soutivedest gable, had been
truncated to the height of the Jersey Street atmvaand had a large, central
triple window aperture (Fig 5), which had been kkxt subsequently,
probably concurrently with the blocking of the dpees along Jersey Street
(Section 4.2.8, aboyeThis had a continuous concrete lintel, flushhwilhe
external wall face, and three interrupted chamfgegjecting concrete sills
(Plate 15). Each jamb was picked out with bull-mbsstaffordshire Blue
engineering bricks (Plate 15).

Plate 14: Looking north-west up Poland Street ® Rochdale Canal arm bridge
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Plate 15: Detail of the southern window on the Pol&treet elevation

4.3.2 To the west, the raised parapet had projectimgrete copings with only the
apertures and staining of the wall, denoting thesence of rainwater goods
servicing the valleys of the roof. The southernth@ three bays had a wide,
doorway, again with a concrete lintel and StaffondsBlue brick jambs (Plate
16). The two northern bays of the facade had amasstrical arrangement of
apertures (Fig 5), comprising a large window, aaardoor, and three further
windows, each with Staffordshire Blue brick jambktgel-faced sills, and a
continuous concrete lintel (Plate 16). The lintadheen painted white, and
retained part of the text "Hill & Son......Ltd &¥mix Foundry" (Plate 16).

Plate 16: Detail of the Poland Street facade, Withoenix Foundry’ nameplate painted on
lintel
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4.3.3 At its northern end, the facade was abuttea Isymilarly constructed brick
wall, which appeared to represent an enlargemernheforiginal sandstone
block parapet of the canal bridge (Plate 17).

Plate 17:Detail of remodelled bridge over the arfittee Rochdale Canal

4.3.4 Internal description: the interior of this facade was located mainlyhivit
several large processing sheds (Plate 18); noagafess was afforded to this
area to allow archaeological recording to be cdraat. The exposed area of
wall within the demolished building fronting Jers&reet was of English
Garden Wall bond, and had been painted white. €heains of the window
lights survived, comprising a 12-light, fixed castn frame, flanked by two
eight-light variants (Plate 19).

4.3.5 At its southern end, the internal elevatiotaireed fabric that formed the
south-east corner of an earlier structure (Figl&teB 13 and 19). A concrete-
capped, brick buttress in the south-eastern carh#re structure appeared to
represent the base of an original buttress, sintdathose in the southern
internal elevation, but reduced in height during tiebuilding of the Poland
Street facade.

For the use of The North West Development Agency A@I@rth: August 2010



Howarth Metals, Jersey Street, Ancoats, Manchestahaeological Building Survey 21

Plate 18: Internal face of the Poland Street fraygamainly within later steel-framed sheds

Plate 19: In-situ window frames in the internal éamf Poland Street elevation
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5. DISCUSSION

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

INTRODUCTION

As a direct result of the burgeoning textildustry, Manchester developed a
pre-eminence in engineering, and large numberswidries and engineering
firms were established during the nineteenth cgnf{ivicNeil and Nevell
2000, 8). Whilst some examples of these foundridlsssirvive in districts
surrounding Manchester, such as Gorton, NewtontHaatl Openshaw, very
few, if any, survive in the inner suburbs such axd@ats. These areas of the
city were dominated by buildings associated witte ttextile industry,
particularly the large spinning mills and the omatarehouses (Taylat al
2002), and it is easy to overlook the contributibat many other associated
industries made to the character of this imporitashiistrial townscape.

Recent archaeological work at the large Sahméry, less than 500m to the
south-east in Ancoats (NAA forthcoming), and at Beadford Ironworks,
approximately 2km to the east (OA North, forthcog)inrevealed well-
preserved sub-surface remains of large-scale irorksy but without surface
buildings. A former iron and brass foundry on PyeBtreet in Ancoats, which
was recorded in advance of its demolition, is kil have been more typical
of the smaller foundries that were numerous in #rea (North 2004).
However, this was an utilitarian structure, beariegy features that could be
identified as characteristic architectural elemefitan iron foundry. Similarly,
there are remarkably few descriptions or imagesg@gng nineteenth-century
foundries in Manchester, and those that are auailsdnd to focus on the
larger and better-known worked Plates 20 and 21), rather than the small
works that were numerous throughout the industiigtficts.

Plate 20: The Bridgewater Foundry at Patricroft,ilbin of 1836-7
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5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

Plate 21: Engraving of Hick & Rothwell’'s Union Fadny in Bolton in 1832

PHASE 1: MID-/LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY

The extant fabric of the Phoenix Iron Works repmr¢seseveral phases of
activity, relating both to the expansion of the cam, and developments in
technology. The cartographic evidence suggeststhigatarliest elements of
the iron works lay to the north of the extant bunigs fronting Jersey Street
(Section 3.2 abovg, whilst the survey has demonstrated that theidabr
fronting Poland Street represents later rebuildihthe complex.

The earliest surviving structural remains appeatate from the latter part of
the nineteenth century, between the production déh&ad's map of 1851,
which clearly depicts domestic properties frontidgrsey Street, and the
Ordnance Survey edition of 1894, which shows the sivuctures identified

within the fabric §ections 3.2 and 4.2bovg. Of the two structures, the four-
storey building at the western end of the walleredd to as ‘offices’ in an

insurance plan of the 1920s, was seemingly theeeaalthough the two may
have been contemporary. The three-bay office wastoacted at considerable
expense, with the use of the more fashionable Blerbond in the brick

frontage, and the liberal use of dressed sands&ueh architectural detailing,
although not uncommon in industrial buildings withthe locality, was

certainly well above the standard utilitarian stg@iesociated with the area,
reflecting the building’'s function as an office. ¥this somewhat more
surprising is the continuation of much of this atettural embellishment into
the facade of the 14-bay main processing buildiogstructed to the east.
Whilst the brickwork reverted to a more functioaglish Garden Wall bond,
the dropped sandstone keys of the aperture arclere wetained, and
dentilation was even added at parapet level. firabable that the relatively
large apertures to each bay served the purposdfatliag light into the
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5.3
53.1

5.3.2

5.4

5.4.1

5.4.2

5.4.3

building. Whilst it may be expected that they walgo provided to allow the

escape of some of the considerable heat produdiihwihe extant window

frames only had a very small two-light opening, gegjing that the heat may
have been effectively dissipated by the three iatitn holes in the upper part
of the elevation, presumably in conjunction witltoavered roof.

PHASE 2: LATE NINETEENTH/EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

This second phase of activity represents adeiting of the eastern part of
the complex, with the rebuilding of the easternrfbays of the Jersey Street
frontage, and the entire length of the Poland Stfegade. The new
construction was undertaken without windows in Jleesey Street frontage,
but instead incorporated a relatively large windowthe Poland Street wall.
This suggests that new machinery was installed, lzaud different spatial
requirements. The probable insertion of a conteampawus doorway in the
Jersey Street elevation shows that access wasredqdirectly into the
structure from the south at this time, probablyaejpng an entrance on Poland
Street. It is likely that the internal mezzanineofl, observed at the western
end of the Jersey Street wall, was added at tims, tapparently with further
partitions below. Those on the first floor appeat@depresent cloakrooms or
washrooms, whilst it is likely that those on thegrd floor were used as
offices, or workshops, reflecting changes in wogkipractices, the greater
implementation of middle-management during this iquer and the
improvement in sanitary and working conditions.

The apertures at the northern end of the Bofineet elevation appear to
suggest the use of the incline of the road to loaterials, through the metal-
silled openings, into storage areas to the rear.

PHASE 3: LATER ALTERATIONS

The final phase comprises several alteratigmebably spanning several
decades, and culminating in the demolition of tbéding behind the facade,
and the reduction in height of the external walls.

The most significant of these modifications e infilling of the apertures in
the Jersey Street elevation. This has several lessixplanations, most
probable of which was either the change of thedmus function to a
warehouse or store, or further re-orientation othmaery to processes where
natural light was not important. In either circuarste, this would appear to
reflect a greater need for security, rather thasthesics, perhaps reflecting the
economic and social decline of the Ancoats area.

This emphasis on security was further highlightgalMinal phase of blocking
to all the apertures on Poland Street, and als@adaitional skin of brick

blocking to the apertures on the Jersey Streetdgen This may also have
been undertaken with structural considerationgraer to stabilise the wall
after the demolition of the remainder of the bunlglbehind the street fagades.
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55 CONCLUSION

5.5.1 The survey has recorded the multi-phase edtdmck walls of the former
Phoenix Iron Works, a nineteenth-century iron fayndVhilst such structures
were once commonplace within the industrial sububdManchester, this
important type of industrial building is disappeayirapidly from the modern
townscape.

5.5.2 The structure on Jersey Street, albeit onlywidng as a facade, thus
represents a rare surviving example of nineteeetttecy foundry buildings in
Ancoats. Of most interest is the quality of constian, and the expense
undertaken for architectural embellishment, in awlustry and an area
associated with more utilitarian stylings.
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