Chapelfield Road, Stalham

Archaeological Evaluation Report

January 2017 OXford

Client: Overton and Sons

Issue No: 1 '

OA Report No: 2036
NGR: TG 3640 2459







>

oxford

Chapelfield Road, Stalham

Report 2036 V1

Client Name:
Client Ref No:.
Document Title:

Document Type:

Overton and Sons
20333
Chapelfield Road, Stalham

Evaluation Report

Report No.: 2036

Grid Reference: TG 3640 2459
Planning Reference: 16/01401/FUL
Site Code: ENF141628
Invoice Code: XNFSCH17
Receiving Body: Norfolk

Accession No.:

OA Document File Location:

OA Graphics File Location:

X:\Active Projects_Use KT\Norfolk\XNFSCH17\Project Reports
X:\Active Projects_Use KT\Norfolk\XNFSCH17\Project Data\

Graphics

Issue No: 1
Date: January 2017
Prepared by: Ashely Pooley (supervisor)
Checked by: Aileen Connor (Senior Project Manager)
Edited by: Aileen Connor (Senior Project Manager)
Approved for Issue Paul Spoerry (position)
by:
Signature:

AN

Disclaimer:

This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be relied upon or used for any other project
without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authority of Oxford Archaeology being obtained. Oxford
Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability for the consequences of this document being used for a purpose other than the purposes for
which it was commissioned. Any person/party using or relying on the document for such other purposes agrees and will by such use or reliance
be taken to confirm their agreement to indemnify Oxford Archaeology for all loss or damage resulting therefrom. Oxford Archaeology accepts
no responsibility or liability for this document to any party other than the person/party by whom it was commissioned.

OA South OA East OA North
Janus House 15 Trafalgar Way Mill 3
Osney Mead Bar Hill Moor Lane Mills
Oxford Cambridge Moor Lane
0OX2 OES CB23 8SG Lancaster
LA1 1QD

t. +44 (0)1865 263 800

t. +44 (0)1223 850 500

e. info@oxfordarch.co.uk
w. oxfordarchaeology.com

Oxford Archaeology is a registered Charity: No. 285627

t. +44 (0)1524 880 250

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd

13 March 2017



Qemvertie | € acclaimSSJIP i

~—._ ~= Accreditation

2l services worldwide

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd ii 13 March 2017



>

oxford
Chapelfield Road, Stalham Report 2036 V1
Chapelfield Road, Stalham
Archaeological Evaluation Report
Written by Ashley Pooley
With illustrations by Charlotte Walton BA MCIfA
Contents

LISt OF FIGUIES ..eeeeieiiiieeeiiee ettt eeeee e e sttt e et b e e e sttt ae e e stbe e e e tbeeesaasaaaesabeeaaasbaeeaasssaeesabsesaassbasesasssseeassesaesssaeenassns iv
LISE OF PIATES ...c.uieieieteeite sttt bbb st sa bbb et be s b e iv
11U .4 04T o PSPPSRI v
ACKNOWIBAGEMENTS ....eeeetie ettt ettt e s e st be s rae e s be e e e e e s beeaseesasaeerseesaseeaseesaseeeseesaseeeneeraneeersnennnens Vi
1 INTRODUCTION. ...ttt etttteteee e e e eeetttteeee e e e eeettteennaeeseeeeeeeeennnnaannsseeeseesnnnnns 1
IR Yol o Tl Yo Ty <SSP 1
1.2 Location, topography and SEOIOEY ......cccueeireieeieiierceiecre et rre e sreere e e srreeere e s e e ereeesare e neeessnesreeesnnesneen 1
1.3 Archaeological and historical BackgroUnd ............cooiiiiiii et e e e e 1
2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY ...etiieeeeiieeeetteeeee e eeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e 2
0t N | o OO 2
2.2 MEENOUOIOZY ...ieeveiiiiiiiectit ettt ettt e s et e st e e s b e e s be e e beesabeeesbeesabeeeabaesabeaesbeenabeaeabeesabeaenbnenaben 2
3 RESU LTS ettt e e e ettt ee e e e e eettttaa e e e e e eeeaeaaannaasseeeeeeensnnannns 3
3.1 Introduction and presentation Of FESUIS.........cooieiieiieee e s 3
3.2 General soils and ground CONMILIONS ......ccvereeiiiiereeiere e sreeere e st re e sre e e e e sreessseesereessseesareesnseesereennseeses 3
3.3 General distribution of archaeological dEPOSILS......cuivirerereiiireeeeie sttt e e sre e ae e sreesnnee e 3
T = o o T TP PP R PP RTPRPRTRPRN 3
3.5 FINAS SUMMATY ..ttt e et s ettt besa s b s at b e s b e e s b e sanebesaesbe st e e eabenanan 4
4 DISCUSSION L.ttt ee e e e e e ettt e e e e e eeeeeeennnaaeaeeeeeeeensaanns 5
4.1 Reliability of field INVESTIGAtION. .......ciiiieee et et e et sabe b sanes 5
4.2 Evaluation objectives @nd MESUILS .........cccerierieiie ettt sttt be e b et e e et e sabenanes 5
APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY ..ccvvreiieeeiiieeeeeeeen, 6
APPENDIX B BIBLIOGRAPHY ...ttt e e e e ettt e e e e 7
APPENDIX C OASIS REPORT FORM ...ttt 8

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd iii 13 March 2017



>

oxford

Chapelfield Road, Stalham Rep 2036

List of Figures

Fig.1 Site location map
Fig. 2 Trench in relation to crop-marks and proposed development

List of Plates

Plate 1: general view of trial trench
Plate 2: ring-ditch 5

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd iv 13 March 2017



>

oxford

Chapelfield Road, Stalham Report 2036 V1

Summary

An evaluation comprising a single trial trench was carried out on 10th January
2016 at land approximately 300m to the northwest of Chapel Field Farm, Stalham,
Norfolk.

The presence of a ring-ditch, previously discovered through aerial photography,
was confirmed. As a result of limited excavation by hand and by machine, it is
thought that this is of Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date, a small quantity of burnt
flint and worked flint was recovered from its single fill. No features were
encountered within its interior.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Overton and Sons to undertake a trial
trench evaluation at land approximately 300m to the northwest of Chapel Field Farm,
Stalham, Norfolk.

1.1.2 The work was undertaken as a condition to inform the Planning Authority in advance
of a submission of a Planning Application to erect a light agricultural building. A
specification was set by James Albone (Norfolk Historic Environment Service) and a
written scheme of investigation was produced by OA detailing the Local Authority’s
requirements for work necessary to inform the planning process/discharge the
planning condition. This document outlines how OA implemented the specified
requirements.

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The site lies to the northwest of Chapel Field Farm, Stalham, Norfolk (NGR TG 3640
2459).

1.2.2 The area of proposed development consists of the southeastern corner of an arable
field with an area of hard standing and a light agricultural building to the north and an
access road to Chapel Field Farm to the east.

1.2.3 The geology of the area is mapped as Crag Group sands and gravels overlain by
Happisburgh glacigenic sands and gravels (Connor 2016, 2).

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The wider archaeological and historical background of the site is discussed in the desk-
based assessment (Connor 2016, 2) and will not be repeated here. The area
immediately to the north (now occupied by the hard standing and building mentioned
above) was subject to an archaeological watching brief with negative results in May
2010 (Fletcher 2010).

1.3.2 More particular to this evaluation, a substantial circular ring-ditch (with a width of up
to approximately 4.50m) of suspected Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date had been
identified in this area from aerial photography conducted in 1976 (NHER36104). This
appeared to have had an entrance to the north, and delimited an area with a diameter
of approximately 36m. Within this area, remains of a further smaller penannular ditch
were also visible (Fletcher 2010, 7-8).

1.3.3 The proposed development can be estimated to cover approximately the southeastern
quarter of the area delimited by the ring-ditch.

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 1 13 March 2017
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2 EVALUATION AiMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims
2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows:

e To determine or confirm the general nature of any remains present.

e To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains,
by means of artefactual or other evidence.

e To examine the ring-ditch itself and part of the internal area. In stipulating an
evaluation, the possibility of cremations and/or burials within the ditch itself or
within the interior of this area was also considered. These might be
contemporary with or much later than the ring-ditch.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 Asingle trench was excavated using a tracked 360-degree excavator with a toothless
ditching bucket. This trench was aligned east-west and measured 20m in length, with
a width of 1.80m and an average depth of 0.50m. It was situated to cross the eastern
part of the ring ditch and examine an area of approximate 15m by 1.80m of the
interior.

2.2.2 In addition, further careful reduction by machine (in approximately 50mm to 0.10m
increments) of part of the ditch fill was undertaken to examine rapidly the nature of
the fill. Two further sondages were excavated by hand on the inner and outer edges of
the ring ditch to recover finds. Excavation of these stopped at a safe working depth of
1.20m.

2.2.3 Theinterior area of the ring-ditch within the trench was also cleaned by hand.

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 2 13 March 2017
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results

3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a stratigraphic
description of the trenches which contained archaeological remains. The full details of
all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits for the content of Appendix A.
Finds data and spot dates are tabulated in Appendix B.

3.2 General soils and ground conditions

3.2.1 The overburden layers and natural deposits were fairly uniform, with the exception of
an asphalt sub-surface base in the extreme eastern part of the trench. The natural
geology of Happisburgh sands was overlain by a mid to light greyish brown silty sand
subsoil, which in turn was overlain by topsoil.

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally wet, although the
trenches remained dry throughout, despite heavy rain the night before. Those
Archaeological features, where present, were easy to identify against the underlying
natural geology. With these ground conditions, and the sandy (occasionally friable)
character of the deposits in mind, it was decided to excavate no deeper than 1.20m.

3.2.3 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the trenches
remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were easy to
identify against the underlying natural geology.

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

3.3.1 Thetrenchrevealed asingle archaeological feature (5) in the eastern half of the trench.

3.4 Trench 1

3.4.1 Trench 1 targeted located a substantial ring-ditch discovered by aerial photography.
The ditch (5) exposed within the trench was 4.80m wide (east-west), and at least
0.80m deep. The full depth was not established due to its depth from the modern land
surface (over 1.30m including 0.50m of topsoil). The full depth of the ditch is estimated
to be approximately 1.5m based on its profile.

3.4.2 The ditch was stepped in profile with moderately gradually sloping sides towards the
top before descending more steeply towards the base. Its profile to the west (the inner
edge) appeared to have a more pronounced stepped shape than the outer edge.

3.4.3 Only asingle homogeneous fill (4) was present, this comprised a mid yellowish brown
sandy silt occasionally flecked with charcoal that had probably derived from the
natural sand. Despite close examination, no trace of a slumped or collapsed bank was
visible within this deposit. The only finds were seven fragments of burnt, but
unworked flint. Burnt flint can be an indicator of prehistoric activity. No potential for
environmental evidence was found.

3.4.4 No further archaeological features were encountered

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 3 13 March 2017
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3.5 Finds summary

3.5.1 The only finds recovered from the evaluation were seven burnt (unworked) flints, all
came from the fill of the ring-ditch. Whilst not datable in themselves, burnt flints can

be an indicator of prehistoric activity such as “burnt mounds” or “pot boilers”
associated with boiling water for cooking.

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 13 March 2017
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4 DISCUSSION

4.1 Reliability of field investigation

4.1.1 Weather and ground conditions had no negative bearing on the evaluation. The
excessive depth of the ring-ditch meant that only a limited section of it was exposed.
Although the width has been ascertained, its full depth and lower profile remain
unknown.

4.1.2 Alimited area of the interior was examined and this was devoid of features, although
this cannot be extrapolated with any certainty for the whole of the interior space.
Features might be concentrated in particular areas, for instance around the presumed
entrance.

4.1.3 The finds (both in terms of the small amount recovered and, more particularly, their
durability within an acidic sandy sedimentary matrix) might be misleading as to
character and date. More organic finds (particularly bones and organically-tempered
fragile pottery) are likely not to have survived on this site as a result of the soil
conditions.

4.1.4 Subsequent land-use (particularly sub-soiling and ploughing) might have removed or
damaged shallow features.

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results

4.2.1 The evaluation has confirmed that the ring-ditch monument known from an aerial
photograph is an archaeological feature. Its dating is not confirmed but the evidence
provided by its character and the small number of worked flints found suggests it is
most likely prehistoric, probably Neolithic or Early Bronze Age. Additionally, the ditch
profile, comprising a moderately sloping cut becoming much steeper with depth,
would also be in keeping with similar monuments of this date.

4.2.2 The interior might be devoid of archaeological features (this is common with
monuments of this presumed date) or, equally plausibly, they might be unevenly
distributed across this space (particularly if they are structural).

4.2.3 Thefill of the ditch was very pale in colour and difficult to distinguish from the adjacent
natural sand suggesting it is heavily leached and lacking and any organic matter
originally incorporated has long since decayed.

Report 2036 ©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 5 13 March 2017
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench 1
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil | Length (m) 20
overlying natural geology of silty sand. Width (m) 1.8
Avg. depth (m) 0.50
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil - -
2 Layer - 0.20 Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
4 Fill 4m+ 0.8m+ | Fill of ditch 5 Burnt flint
5 Cut 4m+ 0.8m+ | Cut of ditch 5
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Figure 1: Site location showing archaeological trench (black) in development area (red)
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Figure 2: Trench location plan and selected section
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Plate 2: Ring-Ditch 5, looking south-east.
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