CAFORDSHIRE ARCH&EOLOGICAL UNIT NiYSLETTER

No. 4 HMay 1974

anyone wishing to send contributions to the Newsletter should send copy
%o 3 Luther Terrace, Oxford (Tel: 43888) before the last Tuesdey in each month,

o

RDUTVey

Towns Survey, Hilary Turner has begun the documentary work of the small towns
survey and the production of base naps is under way. Kirsty Rodwell will be
compiling the archaeological section. The survey is scheduled to go to pregs at
the end of this yesr for publication in 1975 ~ Suropean architectural Heritage
Year. '

Excavations

4binedon: Ashville Trading Estate. The abingdon and District drchaeological
Soclety are continuing to work on this site with Mike Parrington's assistance.
Sunday volunteers are urzently required and they should contact John Carter ot
sbingdon 1102, The Unit has underteken to mechanically strip an area around the
initial trial trenches,

Banbury: Castle, Kirsty Rodwell has continued to watch the nechanical clearw
ance of this site, The dig has reached a depth of up to 3m. and it has uncovered
the west side of the outer ditch and two circuits of defence., The later circuit
had twe round towers and a possible external bank. Inside the curtain wall there
was fm, of make-up but no sign of interior buildings. The most notable find has
been a cannon,

Hdomwell: Charlie Chambers' excavotions have continued. Port of a circular 'pen!
and & substantial stone building have been cleared.

Hongewell:s Grin's Ditch, 4n open day on the site, held to nark the conpletion
of the excavotions, attracted over 1,000 people and £25 was collected in donations,

Wallingford: New Road. Ton Hzssall has been assisting the Wallingford and

District archoeclogical and Historiczl Society with its training excavotion on the
site of one of ¥allingford's nedieval churches.

Cbgervations/Hiscellaneous Sites

Chinr-r: Cenent works. DPart of o skeleton has been uncovered., The site hasg
been visited by Tom Hassall but no other features are visible,

Ditchley: . barn has been built over the bank and ditch, but it was too late %o
carry ovt any archoeological work.

Dorchester: Bishop's Court. Lmeys are continuing to extract gravel on this site
which has preduced Saxon and earlier features. The owner of the site {not AdRJCL)
hes refused pernmission for an excavation.

Drayton: HMike Parrington has examined a barrow which is being ploughed., The
site might be a possible candidate for the Ploughing Survey,

Farmoor: Wew reservoir. John Hinchliffe has watched the site with HMike Hall

of the Themes Woter Authority. Scraping by mechine has shown ditches and a stone-~
lined water hole, producing Roman material. The 0.U....S. with George Lambrick
will begin excavations on July 1st.
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Tuture sxecavations

Stanton Horcourt: Negotiations are in hand for an excavation of the field systen
cnst of the Devil's Quoits. It is hoped to work on the sifte between July and
August.

Publication

appleford: John Hinchliffe is working on o type fabric series of Iron ige
pottery. HMark Robinson hos now identified 50 species of beetles from the second
water hole.

Qther Iten of News

iiizht Dutch visitas from Leiden were in Oxfordshire during Easter ieek, A full
prograrme of events and social occasions was organised. It is hoped that & party
from Oxfordshire will be able to go to Leiden next year.

{alendar for Moy end June

26th Moy Oxford Carnival, Blackbird Leys 2.00 = 3.30.

27th May Mortin Biddle, 'The beginning of anglo-Saxon Wessex',
OoU-ll.S- 8.;15 p.ifl. )

28%h lMay Helen Keeley 'Soils for the archaeologist! 5.00 p.m.
Rewley House, Wellington Square. Adnission 20p.

28th May Crispin Payne 'Museun in the making: the new Oxford
City Museunm'. Cherwell School lecture.

20th Uay Qatherine Johns, 'The irretine and Samian Pottery
Industries‘ * OoUtiLoSn 8.25 p‘i- .

3rd June Professor Charles Thomas, 'The art of the Pictal,
O-U.J."L.So 8415 p.l’?l.

5th June _ 0.4.H.5, 4.G.H., 8.15 p.a. at sshnolean. Professor
B,J. Marples will talk on Saxon Crosses,

&th June © South Oxfordshire idvisory Comuittee.

10th June Janes MYellaart, tProblems of iAnatolian Chronology in
the light of Radiocarbon Calibration's 0.U.n.3. 8.15 7

13th June ibingdon izcavation Committee Heeting.

17th June 0...C. Hapnagenent Committee Heeting.
Prevor Soxby, 'The Talayotic Culture of the Balearic
Islands', 0.U.u.5. 8,15 pen.
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30th June Oxfordskire Parish Survey. 2.30 p.m. Rewley House.



