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Bínfíeld Church, Berkshire

Archaeological e,¿a1uaL ion

biz Ehe

Oxforo Àrchaeological Unit
An archaeoicoi ca1 in-¡esLigation was carried out just outsioe thechurch in ai'.'ance of che const.ruction of a toir-et brock. Theaffectec arêa is situateci E of che chcir vestry and is containedbeLween Lhe c.lerqy vesLry and the chancel of the church. Therewere cwo coffin slabs in this area, nolÈ lyi:rg t:-^. 

"p againsL thewalr of Lhe choir ves.r-y, which iË;;; LhoughL mighr be in siLuwith graves underneath-. when Lhese- r"ru lifLed however. thisproved not tc be Lhe case.
tseneath che more north,-rry slab was a layer of post_mecievarcopsoil 0.2 :n deep, over-ryingr a *i*uc-ruvu.. áÌ ãå;, brick ancmorLar fragnents 0.25 m ¿eep. a toiut nr ,,1 _,oni

f ragments,-'eiì- redeposired, h¡ere .u".'-r.?ln 
o.Jifl 

".:T11t- !o"1layer. clean clay '"u'i- ¡ãu.,c uc o.4s ;ä:î;".;i3";.="'.1";;;::åbY hanC to ¡,'ionrh aF'r
cj-eari¡i ..,,.¿.!-î;"a:å 3,TaLft.-' 

buL ccncarnes nc rinis' anc tut
Rcnca i- ^!Ç-¿eie¡f :ne sou:hern slab vias cîe r-¡-q,^i - L,,- rhi.ccr,vn onto c:re come of a b::ck "-r-. . -.""ï.."^ï -:^:::, 

-t:ï" -;:T:br-lriais in i:ar ¡nt-€inc --¡ u-^^^;-;:;-:.' 
vv-'-v'r '-uiiLc-r¡c'r Lilr=3

! r rs c op.,,uã= :;.'i: :i:'":iË"ì:::'i:?: ?ï!"' n"i":.:=".,.:, 
r i rns ivn."

rao preservei ;he wood o¡-ri-r. oucer ...rli=.'"í,-i .,Î;.]?t;å;.iT;;l
f reshwater shi-rmps and ',vas cleariir gr-cuni ."a:er. The r"¡A, r * r ¡r¡n-r{ anci was 2.45 m long by 1.55 _' L".OO m r,vide ir.¡urr.ïi;;-r:ãi
1,''o^f-t$:iYtt ia1' ouÈsrãe Lhe ci-t,-r=cù, 0.Ei n lay inside rhe{-uLe::ace c:- che E wal_l- of che choir vcq:__,- ¡¡Á _r-,.crisrnairv bee :r enrered f rom wichin .h" 

*"îî?"" 
:î:.î:t^-":Tå: ;ñSb'rickec-up er.Erance chrough which ct're- rast cf lhe three ccf f insha been j-nse:;ed lvas visible in the ;t wall (see el-e.¡acion) .The come of the ¡¿ault. was ccnstructed of a coubl e l ar¡o.r- nimorta::d bricks w:_ch a Lot-¡' rh i ¡1-^^-- -^; .L---* ::::'- lqvç:r u-

r:he maximuFr heishc rrom ;h;t ;,33;"5i'.=iu ï'",jiJ 
t 

oo'.î? X"rr rî;n"å?the done was 1.6 m. where t.he vaurÈìã=..a unde:neath the E waliof che church the church war-f. v¿as ="õpãi.eo upcn a iur.her brickarch 0'2 m (cwo bricks) thick. The'¡,1 á"0 s si_ie walr_s were r mhigh ro [he bort.om of t.rre sprrngin! ;i the vaur t ar.ch. Thesewalls were ncr further inveècrqãceá, tu. ¡he E end war-r_ wasremo.¿ed Eo facil-itace the remor¡al 0i the cof f :-ns.--un tc Lhesprrnqing of che vau1t arch this .""= construccei of a singilethi-ckness of bricks r-aic as ,headers , , tÌlet is end on to IhevauiL, and was 0.2 m wide. ebove- tnis leve1 ic reducec inthickness to 0-i-0 m, and was ccnsLruct.ed of half bricks, whi-chrvere not mort.areo onLo Lhe vault arch.The floor of t.he vault was of scone, buc it was Loo filthyLo be more preci se as to the maLerial. upon thi_s three lines ofbricks lyinq end. on ran acrcss t.he vault froor, one towards eachend and one across Lhe middle, upon-rr-rr"r, Lhe rower two cof finslay side br¿ side. These were presumabry sì_mpry to prevent thecoffins from lying direcLly on the f1oor.T\uo of rhe coffins reìted ¡ide nyJii_ae upon Lhese bricks,Lhe third lay upon Lhe more southerlv or these two. The coffins



were dat'ed 1907, lgog and. 1-g30. The coffins were planned.phocogrraphed, but no aecairèa ,...rãiiä was undertaken bef
:$iri:å: ttrred upon speciarlv .o'..¡i.,åie¿ wooá"" prãcrorms

and
ore
and

with the excep.ion of t,he recessed areas on Ehe N and s flankedby the projecLing bu[Lt"=i"r, the vaur-iäd recent .iãrr."orogicalexcavations have clearec Ehe enciré-ãiå ot the proposed toiletblock Eo a depth of at 1eást 0.6 m, 
-.rrã 

o.r"r most of this areaLo a depth of over 1.5 m. No arcfraeciogri".f feaLures earlj-er thanthe brick vault have been encountered,.
NorE: During cr-earance of Ehe soir overrying the vaur-L a tiledrain was found running ENE across .he sE ðorrie, ãu ã depch of0 -4 m. This was-probabiy connectec wich rainraùãr*ãrài.rug". rrwas removed ro facilicaÈe rhe ."*orruf ol Ehe 
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