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Binfield Church, Berkshire

Archaeological evaluation
by the
Oxford Archaeclogical Unit

An archaeolcgical investigation was carried out just outside the
church in advance of the construction of a toilet block. The
affected area is situated E of the cheir vestry and is contained
between the clergy vestry and the chancel of the church. Thers
were two cofiin slabs in this area, both lying Z-W up against the
wall of the choir vestry, which it was thought might be in situ
with graves underneath. When these wers lifted however this
proved not to be the case.

Beneath che mora nertherly slab was a layer of post-medieval
topsoil 0.2 =m deep, overlying a mixed layer of clay, bric

g

f

mortar .25 m desp. A tccal of d very small beone
fragments, positaed, were recovered from this second
layer s found at 0.45 m down: this was excavatsd
by han ©f 1.8 m, but contained nc finds, and was
clearly di ed suksoil.

Benesat the southern slab was the topsoil, burc this came

toe dome of a brick vault, wnich contained thras

cetfins and decorated surar weodsn cefiing. When

e vault contained mors chan 0.3 m oI water, which

nad he wood of the outer cof’ins his water contained

freshwater shrimps and was clearly grecund watsr. The vaul: lay

E-W and was 2.45 m long By 1.55 - 1.60 m wide internal vi 1.64

m of the vault lay outside the church, 0.81 m lay inside the

outer face of the E wall of th cheir westry, and the va 1t had

originally been entered from wirthin the church at the W and. The

bricked-up ertrance through which the last of the three coffins
had been inser:tad was visible in the W wall (sa=e elevation)

The dome of the vault was constructed of a double layer of
mertared kbricks with a total thickness of just over 0.2 m, and
tne maximum hsight from the floor H ' ceiling of
the deme was 1.6 m. Whers the vaul the E wall
of the church the church wall was ; ther brick
arch 0.2 m {(two bricks) thick. The s ls were 1 m
high to the bottom of tha springin f the arch. These
walls were nct further investigated, but t=ha & end wall was
removed to facilitate the removal ©f the coffins. Up to the
springing of the vault arch this was constructed of a single
thickness of bricks laid as "headers’, that is end on to the
vault, and was 0.2 m wide. Above this lavel it reduced in
thickness teo 0.10 m, and was constructed orf half bricks, which
were not mortared onto the vault arch.

The floor of the vault was of stone, but it was too filthy
to be more precise as to the m terial. Upon this three lines of
bricks lying end on ran across the vault floor, one towards each
end and one across the middle, upon which the lower two coffins
lay side by side. These wers presumably simply to prevent the
coffins from lying directly on the floor.

Two of the coffins rested side by side upon these bricks,
the third lay upon the more southerly of these two. The coffins



were dated 1807, 1809 and 1830. The coffins were planned and
photographed, but no detailed recording was undertaken before
they were lifted upon specially constructed wooden platforms and
reburied.

With the exception of the recessed areas on the N and S flanked
by the projecting buttresses, the vault and recent archaeoleogical
éxcavations have cleared the entire area of the proposed toilet
block to a depth of at least 0.6 m, and over most of this area
Lo a depth of over 1.5 m. No archaeological features earlier than
the brick vault have been encountered.

NOTE: During clearance of the soil overlying the vault a tile
drain was found running ENE across the SE corner at a depth of
0.4 m. This was probably connected with rainwater drainage. It
was removed to facilitate the removal of the coffins.

OAU
8th April 1563
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