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Disclaimer:

This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be relied upon or used for any other
project without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authority of Oxford Archaeology being
obtained. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability for the consequences of this document being used for a purpose
other  than  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  commissioned.  Any  person/party  using  or  relying  on  the  document  for  such  other
purposes agrees, and will by such use or reliance be taken to confirm their agreement to indemnify Oxford Archaeology for all loss
or damage resulting therefrom. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability for this document to any party other than
the person/party by whom it was commissioned.





Archaeological Watching Brief and Evaluation Report

Written by Gerry Thacker and Rebecca Peacock

with contributions from John Cotter, Geraldine Crann and Lena Strid and illustrated by

Markus Dylewski and Matt Bradley





Summary

During April and May 2014 Oxford Archaeology undertook a watching brief on the

construction of a new drive, garage and turning area at Muswell Hill  Manor, Brill,

Piddington, Oxfordshire. Additionally an evaluation trench was excavated to try to

date the ditch surrounding a large rectangular enclosure known as 'The Wilderness'.

The watching brief uncovered a ditch of medieval date, presumed to be a former

field boundary, and a buried garden soil that could date to the 15th or 16th century.

Tile fragments recovered from the ditch surrounding the Wilderness also dated to

the  15th  or  16th  century,  and  may  indicate  that  the  enclosure  was  originally

constructed as a garden feature. 





Watching brief

Evaluation

Watching brief area (Fig. 2)
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by John Cotter

Introduction

Context (5) Spot-date c 1250-1400?

Context (8) Spot-date c 1830-1880

Context (10) Spot-date c 1400-1625?

by John Cotter

Context (8) Spot-date c 1780-1900



by John Cotter 

Introduction and methodology

Flat roof tile (20 pieces)

Brick (6 pieces)



Other CBM (3 pieces)



by Lena Strid

Description and recommendations.

 by Geraldine Crann

Description and recommendations.



The historic gardens of England Oxfordshire

 Barentin’s Manor: Excavations of 
the moated manor at Harding’s Field, Chalgrove, Oxfordshire 1976-9





Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 5: Sections 1-5
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Plate 1: Section 2. Ditch 4. View to NNE

Plate 2: Section 4. Turning area. View to W
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Plate 3: Section 5. Wilderness ditch 12. View to N

Plate 4: Animal skeleton 16 in base of ditch 12. View to N
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