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Summary

In  April  2015,  Oxford  Archaeology  (OA)  carried  out  a  field  evaluation  at  Corpus
Christi College, Oxford (SP 515 060). The evaluation revealed the top of the second
terrace gravels, which did not appear to have been truncated and were overlain by a
possible  buried  soil  horizon  which  may  have  represented  a  variation  in  the
composition of the post-glacial brickearth deposit which overlies the second terrace.

The possible buried soil was overlain by a series of clay silt deposits, some of which
contained  waterlogged  material,  which  may  have  represented  trample  and/or
domestic refuse possibly associated with an unmetalled right of way pre-dating the
late Saxon Shidyerd Street, the projected line of which runs through the site. These
deposits were overlain by a layer of limestone rubble which may have represented
the first in a series of rudimentary surfaces interspersed with thick accumulations of
silty material which produced  a considerable quantity of animal bone, presumably
deposited by the occupiers of structures fronting on to the street. The majority of
datable  artefacts  recovered  from these layers  appear  to  suggest  that  they  were
deposited between the 11th and 12th centuries, with the predominance of St Neot's
ware probably suggesting a pre-conquest date for the majority of the sequence. The
latest of the rudimentary surfaces appear to date from the 12th–14th century.

The  uppermost  of  the  sequence  of  surfaces  was  well-metalled  and  was
predominantly  constructed  from  large  limestone  cobbles.  The  dating  evidence
suggested that this may have been laid as early as the 14th century, and is perhaps
contemporary with the acquisition of  the lower end of Shidyerd Street by Merton
College in 1321,  with  the materials  used to  construct  it  possibly originating from
buildings which are documented as having been demolished by the College in 1317.

The deposits overlying this surface were of uncertain origin, although they are likely
to be 16th-century in date and may relate to the early use of the site following the
foundation  of  Corpus  Christi  in  1517.  The  paucity  of  evidence  for  any  activity
between the  14th and 16th  centuries may reflect the economic decline in Oxford
throughout the 15th century.

The lack of any later surfaces associated with the construction of the President's
Lodging in 1607 suggests a degree of  truncation prior to the construction of  the
existing car park, as it seems highly likely that the access to the newly built lodging
would have been through the site.

A number  of  possible  postholes  which  truncated  the  ?14th-century  surface,  and
possibly  the  series  of  deposits  overlying  it,  may  have  been  associated  with  the
construction of the Canterbury Gate and eastern range of the Canterbury Quad of
Christ Church College in 1778. These deposits were directly overlain by the modern
bedding deposit for the existing tarmac surface.   
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Site specific aims and objectives
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Evaluation trenching: car park



Geophysical Survey: Garden Quad

Auger survey: Garden Quad
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Introduction



Second terrace gravel and brickearth/loess (Fig. 7)

"the gravel was overlain by a
c  0.10  m thick  deposit  of  mid-brownish  yellow clay  sand  which  may  represent  the
remnants of a buried soil. Whilst no evidence for the loess which is known to overlay
the terrace gravels in Oxford was encountered within the trench, it is possible that the
deposit may represent a variation in the loess at the periphery of the second terrace."

Shidyerd Street
burh

“[t]he...surface had become very worn and was overlain
by a thick accumulation of trampled green grey silt........[later] repairs were followed by
a further accumulation of green-stained silts that produce a considerable quantity of
animal bone presumably deposited by the occupiers of adjacent structures.” 

ibid.  



“....a network of metalled streets had been laid
down some time before the end of the reign of Edward the Elder, and that in places
they had worn out and been resurfaced with inferior materials at least four times by the
later 10th or early 11th century.”

et al.

burh
scid-geard  

burh
burh

c



burh 

c ibid. 

et al.



“two  houses  between
Beke’s  Inn  and  the  Town  Wall.....acquired  by  Merton.....pulled  down,  and  the  site
thrown into the garden”

“Special Deposits”

“the  siting  of  special  deposits  in  Anglo-Saxon  England......suggests
emphasis on transitional places.” 

Corpus Christi College

Construction of Canterbury Gate, 1778



Aims and Results



Oxoniensia 

Oxoniensia

Oxford Before the University. The late Saxon and Norman archaeology of
the  Thames  Crossing,  the  defences  and  the  town,  

Winchester  -  a  City  in  the  Making.  

The  Oxford  Handbook  of  Anglo-Saxon
Archaeology,

Medieval Archaeology 

Oxoniensia

Oxoniensia

Medieval Archaeology

Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest

Oxoniensia

Survey of Oxford Vol. I



New Flora of the British Isles,  

Oxoniensia

The Victoria History of the County of Oxford, Vol.III, The University of Oxford

Food and Drink in Britain from the Stone Age to Recent Times,

Osteologische Unterscheidungsmerkmale 
zwischen Schaf ( Linné) und Ziege (  Linné) Kühn-Archiv

Ageing and 
sexing animal bones from archaeological sites 

 Die Altersbestimmung bei Haus- und Labortieren

Journal of Archaeological 
Science

Widerristhöhe und Langknochenmasse bei Pferd – ein immer noch aktuelles 
Problem, Zeitschrift für Säugetierkunde 50

Refuse and disposal at Area 16 east Runnymede. Runnymede 
Bridge research excavations, Volume 2

Bones from the General Accident site, Tanner Row

Anatolian 
Studies

Journal of Archaeological Science

Archaeology and Environment in the Lower Welland Valley
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Polydora hoplura  
Nucella lapillus
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Saxon-
Norman

Very dark 
greyish 
brown (10YR 
3/2) silty 
clay

Charcoal preservation good, with many potentially 
identifiable items. Frequent charred cereal grain, 
greater proportion indeterminate cereal grain. Grain 
generally fairly poorly preserved/fragmentary. Low 
number of grains Triticum sp. (wheat) and Hordeum 
sp. (barley). Occasional charred seeds of Poaceae 
(grass family), Ranunculus sp. (buttercup), 
Cyperaceae (sedge family), Trifolium/Lotus sp. 
(clover/trefoil), and Avena/Bromus sp. (oat/brome), as 
well as two seeds provisionally identified as immature 
Malus/Pyrus sp. (apple/pear). Rare shell fragments of 
Corylus avellena (hazel).

Saxon-
Norman

Olive brown 
(2.5Y 4/4) 
sandy clay 
loam

Charcoal frequent, with moderate potential for further 
identification. Charred creal grain frequent although 
mostly indeterminate. Occasional Triticum sp. 
(wheat) grain, with some probable free-threshing 
examples observed. Rare Hordeum sp. (barley) grain. 
Occasional charred weed seeds, including examples 
of Galium sp. (bedstraw), Avena/Bromus sp. 
(oat/brome) and Poaceae (grass family). Single 
fragment of cereal glume base.

Saxon-
Norman

Dark greyish 
brown (2.5Y 
4/2) silty 
clay

Moderate quantity of charcoal present. Charred cereal 
grain fairly frequent, mostly Triticum sp.(wheat), some 
of which appears to be of free-threshing type, with 
some indeterminate cereal grains also present. A 
small number of grains and two rachis fragments of 
Hordeum sp. (barley) were also noted. Charred weed 
seeds include small numbers of 
Poaceae/Avena/Bromus (grass family/oat/brome), 
Anthemis cotula (stinking chamomile), 
Caryophyllaceae (pink family), Cyperaceae (sedge 
family), Apiaceae (carrot family), as well as possibly 
mineralised Hyoscyamus niger (henbane) and 
Sambus nigra (elder).

Saxon-
Norman

Brown 
(7.5YR 4/4) 
sandy silt 
loam with 
60% gravel

Charcoal preservation is good. Charred cereal grains 
are frequent, although are generally are poorly 
preserved and are mostly indeterminate. Low 
numbers of Triticum sp. (wheat) grain. Occasional 
charred grain of Avena/Bromus sp. (oat/brome), as 
well as examples of Poaceae (grass family),  cf 
Persicaria sp. (knotweed), Astercaeae (daisy family), 
and Chenopodium type. A large legume of 
Pisum/Lathyrus type (pea) was noted, as well as 
charred fragments of  Corylus avellena (hazel) nut 
shell. A non-charred seed of Lithospermum arvense 
(field gromwell) also present.

Saxon-
Norman

Dark greyish 
brown (10YR 
4/2) silty 
clay loam

+++  
Little charred material present in flot, although some 
larger charcoal fragments extracted from heavy 
resisdues. Flot dominated by fragments of 
waterlogged wood. Moderate numbers of waterlogged 
seeds present, including Anthemis cotula (stinking 
chamomile), Urtica sp. (nettle), cf Ranunculus sp. 
(buttercup), cf Leontodon hispidus (rough hawkbit) 
and fragments of moss.

Saxon-
Norman

Brown 
(7.5YR 4/3) 
sandy silt 
loam with 
gravel Flot dominated by charcoal, with good potential for 

further identification. Low to moderate numbers of 
charred cereal grain, many indeterminate, with some 
Triticum sp (wheat) and rare Hordeum sp. (barley). A 
small number of very small cereal grains also noted. 
Charred seeds of Avena/Bromus sp. (oat/brome), 
Poaceae (grass family), Anthemis cotula (stinking 
chamomile), and Rumex sp. (dock) present. Small 
(2mm) legume and hazelnut shell (Corylus avellena) 
fragments noted. A single non-charred seed of 
Lithospermum arvense (field gromwell) was noted.
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Ground Penetrating Radar Workshop Notes

Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation.

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Geophysical Survey.  

The Use of Geophysical Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations

Proposed New Library, Corpus Christi College, Oxford.

Soils of England and Wales. Sheet 6, South East England
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Reproduced from the Pathfinder 1:25,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance 
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569
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