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Rewley Abbey Wall,
Upper Fisher Row, Oxford

NGR SP 5067 0846

Scheduled Ancient Monument, Oxon. No. 80

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT
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SUMMARY

In October 2001, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological
walching brief adjacent to the towpath flanking the wall that formerly
surrounded the Cistercian Abbey of Rewley in Oxford. The towpath is
adjacent to the River Thames, and the work was undertaken north of the
end of Upper Fisher Row. The watching brief was commissioned by
Oxford City Council in advance of the construction of a new footpath with
new lighting.

The watching brief revealed probable 19th century building
Jootings and brick-built surfaces of comparable date, presumably
associated with demolished structures along the viverside. The structural
remains were overlain by a general spread of rich loam topsoil that had
also accumulated over the former path. Medieval deposits known on the
site were not impacted in the course of the work.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

I.1.1 Oxford City Council has granted planning permission for a new waterside footpath
situated on land adjacent to the River Thames. The new path will extend from Upper
Fisher Row alongside the new Rewley Road housing development of Rewley Court,
Oxford (Figs 1 and 2).

1.1.2 Scheduled Monument Consent was granted for the scheme, subject to a programme

of archaeological monitoring during the groundwork. This was in accordance with
PPG 16, owing to the possibility of archaeological remains on the site of the new
path.

% L8 A brief for the project was prepared by Oxford City Council's Archaeological
Advisor, Brian Durham. Oxford Archaeology (OA) prepared a Written Scheme of
Investigation detaiting how it would maintain a watching brief during the
semnsbction work and record any archaeological remains uncovered in the course of

ihiz project.
LA Cunlpgy and topography

f.00 Ve site of Rewley Abbey and its environs lies at approximately 59.20 m OD. The
alibey wverlies the Thames Gravels, which are overlain by alluvial silts.

ighiny path af the time of the investigation was overgrown with vegetation and

depnt duliz, bul was otherwise level,

. 1.3 Arvchassloghial and historical background

L33 he arehaenlogieal background (o the watching brief was prepared for the Written
digation {or the project (OA, 2001} and is reproduced below.

Suheive of iy
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1.3.2  The site of the new pathway extends from the north end of Upper Fisher Row Road,
alongside the wall that forms the eastern extent of the Scheduled Ancient Monument
of Rewley Abbey (SAM Oxfordshire No.80). This moated complex of buildings,
which was a medieval Cistercian Abbey and studinm founded in AD 1280, lics due
west of the river and riverside wall.

1.3.3  The Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU, July 1994) carried out an archaeological
field evaluation of the abbey site in March/April 1994. This added to the information
gained by the OAU’s field evaluations of 1986 and 1993 (OAU 1986, 1993). Most

recently a series of waiching briefs have been undertaken by Oxford Archacology
(OA) during construction work for the Said Business School on the abbey site (OAU
1998, 2000).

1 1.3.4  The limestone wail adjacent to the river is generally assumed to have formed part of

" the abbey complex. The wall was investigated during the 1993 evaluation by a trench

; cut either side of the structure (OAU 1993). The wall itself appears to have been
rebuilt at least once, and a communicating gateway i the wall incorporates a re-sited

? stone fragment probably from the abbey itself,

1.3.3  Inthe late 19th century the land here was used brietly by one J Beeslev, who
practised basket making (Squires, 1928, 164).

1.3.6  The later history of the site is sketchy, though a map of the 1970s depicts structures
on the side of the river.

2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY
2.1 Aims

2.1.1  To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, guality and date of
archaecological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  To make available the results of the archaeological investigation.

2.2 Methodology

;;3_ 2.2.1  The site was cleared of vegetation and the ground level reduced by a mini excavator
: operated by the contractors.

2,22 The excavation of four holes by the contractors for the insertion of new street lights
was monitored in the last phase of the work.

223 A gite plan of the works was made at a scale of 1:100 and a brief record of the
excavated deposits and the four new lighting holes made. A photographic record of
the work was made using colour slide and black-and-white print film. Recording was
hased on procedures detailed in the OA4U Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkinson, 1992).

& Oxford Archacologicai Unit Lid, Gctober 2001 2004 Voant WS\WBE VALNEW\Oxford RewleyPathWi\reporr\ RewAbbWallfinal re,
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3 RESULTS
3.1  Description of deposits

3.1.1 A mini excavator was uscd to the reduce the ground level for the base of the new
path. The excavated soil was a rich dark grey-brown loam “topsoil'. The depth varied
from 0.2 m to 0.4 m and the soil overlay a number of a number of structural features.

3.1.2  To the south end of the new path was the remains of a brick-surface (Fig. 2) that
measured 1.5 mby 2.5 m. A maximum of three courses of bricks survived in sifu
aligned north-east - south-west, with a probable associated course of bricks aligned
north-west - south-east. The surface was photographed and a plan made of its
location, but it was nol investigated further, nor issued with context aumbers.

3.1.3  To the north-west of the surface were two brick-built footings, forming the remains
of a rectangular structure measuring 8.7 m by 2.5 m. A further footing of similar
brick-build abutted this structure. A plan was made of the structure and photographs
taken. Further patchy brick surfaces were observed to the north-west in the vicinity of
the 1993 evaluation trench (QOAU 1993); these were photographed and a plan made
of their location.

3.1.4  After the new path had been constructed, four holes were excavated by the
contractors fo mstall street lamps along the pathway (Fig. 2). The excavated holes
were approximately 0.5 m sguare and 0.9 m in depth. These cut through topsocil and
cuitivated soil layers below. Hole 1 was excavated adjacent to the south side of the
brick wall footing exposed carlier.

3.2  Finds

3.2.1 No finds were recovered [rom the watching brief; modemn artefacts from the topsoil
were not retained.

3.3 Palaeco-environmental remains

3.3.1 No environmental samples were taken.

4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1  The excavations for the footpath and the new lighting pits did not extend nto the
medieval layers known from previous work on the site.

4.1.2 The modem topsoil appears to directly overlie the remains of probable 19th century
structures, any one of which may relate to the location of the basket-making premises
known from documentary sources.

4.1.3  The rectangular building identified near the north end of Upper Fisher Row may be
that depicted on a 1977 OS map of Oxford (SP 50 NW), and one which evidently has
only recently been demolished.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001 3UA0AV 0\ WS\WBEVALNEW Oxford RewleyPathWhireport\ RewAbb Wailfinal re,
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4.1.4  No further information relating to Rewiey Wall or the medieval abbey site was

recovered from the watching brief.

o}

L

ax Oncdird Arcluealogical Unit Lid. October 2001 QUAOA N WS\ WREVALNE M Oxford\RewleyPathWB\reportiRewAbbWalljinal re,




Oxford Archacology Rewley Abbey Wall, Oxford OXRAW 01

Archaeological Watching Brief Repary

APPENDICES
APPENDIX1  ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY
Context | Type Depth Width Length Comments Finds
1 Cut 0.9m 0.45m .44 m Cut for street Light None
2 Cut 09 m 0.39m 0.45 m Cut for street light None
3 Cut 084m 1 045m 0.55m Cut for street light None
4 Cut 085m § 048 m 0.50m Cut for street light None
APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES
OAU 1986 Rewley Abbey, Oxford: an archaeological assessment of the Scheduled
Ancient Monumen!.
OAU 1992 Fieldwork Manual {ed. D. Wilkinson, First edition)
OAU 1993 Rewley Road, Oxford: archacological evaluation, October/November 1993,
QAU 1994 Oxford Siation (Rewley Abbey) - Archaeological Field Evaluation, March -
April 1994
OAU 1998 Rewley Abbey, Oxford: Said Business School, Written Scheme of
Investigation
OAU 2000 Rewley Abbey, Oxford: Said Business school (external landscaping).
Archaeological Monitoring and Mitigation of Proposed Development,
Written Scheme of Investigation
OAU 2001 Rewley Abbey Wall, Upper Fisher Row, Oxford. Writien Scheme of

[mvestigation

Squires T 1928 In West Oxford. Oxford

APPENDIX

Site name:

Site code:

3

SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Rewley Abbey Wall, Upper Fisher Row, Oxford
OXRAW 01

Grid reference: NGR SP 5067 0846
Type of watching brief: Construction of new footpath and street lighting
Date and duration of project: Two site visits in October 2001

Summary of results:

The remains of 19th century brick-built structures and recent garden

sotls sealing the old pathway were observed.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number: 2001.142

i Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001

SUAOAUpani st WBEVALNEW\Oxford\RewleyPathWBreport Revw AL Wallfinal re,



g

A

P
\ b

i

X%

- B
Qe
A RA

arcourt 1R&

R v
\
33
\‘:—
X
g
N

Scale 1:25,000

Reproduced from the Landranger 1:50,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright.1996 All rights reserved.Licence No. AL 100005569

Figure 1: Site location.
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Figure 2: Trench Location
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