St Frideswide Middle School
Marston Ferry Road
Oxford

Archaeological
Watching Brief Report

>

Oxford Archaeology
6th June 2003

W@ OXFORDSHIRE
#4’ COUNTY COUNCIL

Client: Oxfordshire County Council
Issue NO: 1

OA Job N©:; 1428
NGR: SP 514 088



CHent Name:

Client Ref Na:

Drocument Tifle:

Document Type:

issue Number:

Wational Grid Relerence:

Planning Reference:

OA Job Number:

Site Code:

Invoice Code:

Musewm Accession No:

Prepared by:

Positon:
Date:
Checlied by:
Posiuon:
Date:
Approved by:
Posinon:

Dare:

Diocument File Location
Graphics File Locatron

Mustrated by

Disclaimer:

Oxfordshire County Council

St Frideswide Middie School, Marsion Ferry Road,
Oxford

Watching Brief

NGR SP 514 088

1428
OXFWS 02
OXFWMEWS
2002.168

James Mumford

Supervisor
27th May 2003

Jon Hiller
Senior Preject Manager
28th May 2003

Nick Shepherd
Head of Fieldworl:
28th May 2003

Middie School* AH¥27.5.03
Amy Tiffany Hemingway

This documen: has been propared Jor the titled project or named part thereof and showld noi be relied upon or used jor
any other project withow! an independent check being earried our as to iy swirebility and prior wrinen authority of
Chdord Archaeology being obiaingd. Oxford Archaeclogy accepts no responsibilite or liability for the consequences of
this docomens being nsed jor o purpose other than the purposes for which I was commissioned. Any personipary using
oi refving on the dacimens for such other moposes agrees, and will by suech use or reliance be taken 1w confirm their
agreement io Indemnify Oxjord Archaeology for all foss or damage resuling theiefrom. Oxjord Archacclogy accepis no
responsibifity ar liability for ihis document fo ey pares other than ihe persondpar(y by whom it was commissioned.

Oxford Archacology

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Litd 2002

Janus Housc

Osney Mead

Oxford OX2 0ES

1: (0044 01865 263800
£ {0044) 01865 793495

e: infoigoxfordarch.co.uk
we www,oxfordarch.co.uk

Oxford Archaeological Unit Limited is & Registered Charity No: 285627 _




Oxfurd Archacalogy §1 Frideswide Middie School. Oxiord OXFWNMS 02
Archuaectogical Waching Brief Repore

St Frideswide Middie School, Marstor Ferry Read, Oxford

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING ERIEF REPORT
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SUMMARY

From July 2002 to May 2003 Oxford Archaeology (0Od) carried oul an
archacological watching brief af St Frideswide Middle School, Marsion
Ferry Road, Oxford (NGR SF 514 G88). The work was commissioned by
Oxford County Council i advance of the construction of o classroom
building and hard play area. The waiching brief did not reveal any
archacological features or deposits.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

11,1 From July 2002 to May 2003 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an
archaeological watching brief at St Frideswide Middle School, Marston Ferry Road,
Oxford (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Oxfordshire County Counci! i

respect of a planning application for a new classroom building and hard play area. L.

1.1.2 A project brief was prepared by Oxfordshire County Archaeological Services (OCAS
March 2002). "

113 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) detailing how 1t would meet

the requirements of the brief.

1.2 Geology and topography

12.1  The site Hes over 2nd terrace gravel deposits with silty clays over sandy clays in

places. The site is at 60 m OD.

1.3 Archaeological and historical hackeround

13.1 The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the

nroject (OA 2002) and is reproduced helow,

e

1.3.2  No archaeological sites or finds have been recorded from within the proposal area,
although the general area has produced archaecological remains dating from the
prehistoric period through to the post-medieval period. Neolithic artefacts were
recovered from the opposite side of the Banbury Road (just to the west of this

development site).

133 The Banbury Road itself is thought to lie on the route of a Roman road. Roman finds &
have been recovered during the original development of the suburb, to the south-west
of the proposal area, particularly between St Margaret’s Road and Frenchay Road. ;

134 A small number of Saxon finds are known from the adjacent Gods Liltle Acre site,
and 200 m to the north of the bowls club, a Saxon spearhead was recovered in 1957,
though it was not thought to have been in-sifi.

13.5 A waiching brief at the nearby Oxford City and County bowls club revealed no
- archacological deposits (OA May 2002).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Lid. May 2003 1 USERVERIVIM. MUMFORDSOA UwbREPORTS\Oxford CiA\OXFWMS.doc
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2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY
2.1 Alms

211  To identify and record the presence/absence, exient, condition, quaiity and date o]
archacological remains in the areas affected by the development.

212 To make available the results of the archaeological invesiigation.

2.2 Methodology

221 The area of the site was first cleared and reduced by 0.45 mi on the site of the new
classroom and by 0.30 m in the area of the playground. This was carried out using a
360° machine with a ditching bucket. The arca was then to be covered with hardcore
and vidro-compaction foundations laid. A series of service trenches were then
excavated around the building and connected to existing services (g, 2.

Observations were made during there works,

222 A general photographic record of the work was made. Recording foHowed
procedures detailed in the 04 U Fieldwork Mamal (ed D Wilkinson, 19921,

3 RESULTS

h E

3.1 Description of deposits

Plargrownd

152

1 The 0.15 - 0.20 m thick topsoil (2) and 0,10 1 thick tarmac (1) from the old

-
2

plaveround was removed, sealing a 0.35 m thick layer of modern ground make up (3}

from the 1970s. This consisted of hard core, stone chippings, brick rubble patches of
clay and cement. This had been laid over remnants of the original topsoil (4) of the

site and the reddish brown clay nataral (53) (Fig. 2).

Service Trenches

[W]
—
(1)

The service trenches cut through the same series of layers. The modern ground make

up (3) varied in thickness from 0.35 m to 0.60 m and was laid onto the natural light
reddish brown sandy clay (5). This suggests that arcas of the site were stripped
during the constructing of the school (Fig. 3).

.2 Finds
3.2.1  No finds were recovered during the watching brief.
3.3 Palaecoc-environmental remains

3.3.1  No environmental samples were taken during the watthing brief.

© Oxford Axchaeological Unit Ltd, May 2003 . WSERVERIIM MUMFORDIOA UhvaEPORYlS‘\OAfard CitylOXFIVMS. doc
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4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1  No archaeological features or deposits were exposed during the ground level
reduction and excavation of service frenches for the new school building. This could
suggest that the area has always been flood plain and used for pasture.

© Oxford Archaecological Unit Ltd. May 2003 3 ilSERVER.?U[MMUMFORDS‘.OA(ﬂwbREPORTS\Qxford Ci\OXFWMS. doc
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APPENDICES

APPENDIN 1 ARCHBAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Contexr | Type Depth Width Height Comments Finds
] Laver  0.30m

2 Laver .23 m

3 Laver 0.35-0.00m

4 Laver 0.23m Old Topso:l

5 Nawral Sifry Clay Naral

APPENDIN 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES
OA 1002, Fieldwork Manual {ist Edition, August 1992}

OAU 2000, Marston Ferry Road/Banbury Road, Oxford. Archacological Desk-based

Assessment
OA 2000, 04 Environmenal Guidelines for sampling (flrst edition, July 2000)
OA 2002, Oxford Ciry and Cownty Bowls Club. Watching brief report

OCAS 2002, Frideswide Middle School, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford. Design Brief for an

Archaeclogical Watching Briel

QA 2002, Oxford City Bowls Club, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford Archaeological Watching

Brief

APPENDIN 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: St Frideswide Middie School, Marston Forry Road, Oxford

Site code: OXTWMS 02

Grid reference: NGR SP 5314 088

Type of watching brief: Ground work prior to construction of new classroom and hard play
area.

Date and duration of project: A total of seven visits were carried out Trom the 22/7/2002 to
27/5/2003.

Area of sitet 73 mx 30 mand S0 mx 35 m

Summary of results: The watching brief exposed modern surfaces and ground make up over
truncated natural deposits.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number: 2002.168
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Figure 1: Site location
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