e e

l oxaned  (0x) OXNADIN B

—_ — — ; # 3 T—
[P - - ' - L _— f— .
| ' y

2 i

it e b

New Student Accommodation
Wadham College
Oxford City & County
Bowls Club

____ Marston Ferry Road

# | Archaeological
Watching Brief Report

>

Oxford Archaeology
25th November 2002

Client Name:

Feltham Construction
Issue NO:; 1

OA Job N©: 1551

Planning Ref NO: 98/00073/NF
NGR: SP 5110 0882



Client Name:

Client Ref No:

Document Title:

Document Type:

Issue Number:

National Grid Reference:

Plaming Reference:

OA Job Number:

Site Code:

Invoice Code:
Receiving Museum:
Museum Accession No:

Prepared by:
Position:
Date:
Checked by:
Position:
Dawe
Approved by:
Posivon:

Date:

Document File Location
Graphics File Location

Ilustrated by

Disclainter:

Feltham Construction

New Student Accommodation. Wadham College, Oxford
City and County Bowls Club, Marston Ferry Road., Oxford

Watching Briel

NGR SP 31100882
GR/ODOTI/NF

1551

OXWAL Q02

OXWADWE

Oxford Coumy Museum Service
OXCMS 2002212

James Mumford
Supervisor
20nd November 2002

Jon Hiller
Senior Project Manager
22nd November 2002

Nick Shepherd Signed. 7.
Head of Fieldwork S
22nd November 2002 k

U/ OAUMWDREPORT/Oxford Ciy/OXWAD . doc
Serverd{ Wh/oaupubs 1/lto QFOXWADWB*Wadham
Coliege*PL*21.11.02

Peter Lorimer

This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and showdd not be refied upon or used for
anv other project without an independent check being carried our as o s switabifity and prior written authority af
Oxford Archasology being obtained. Oxford Archacology aecepts no responsibiiipe or Habilin: for the consequences of
this document being used for & purpase other than the purpeses for witich if was comissioned. Any person/par(y using
or refving on the decument for such other purposes agrees, and wili by such use or relignce be wken ro confirm their
agreement 1o indemnify Oxford Archacology for ali loss or damage resuliing therefrom. Oxford Archaeology accepts no
responsibility or flability for this document to any party other than the person/party by whom ii was conmissioned,

Oxford Archacology

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd 2602
Janus House

Osney Mead

Oxford OX2 0ES

1 (00443 01865 263800

f: (0044) 018635 793496

c: wfolpoxfordarch.conk
w www,oxfordarch.co.uk

Oxford Archacelogical Unit Limited is a Registered Charity No: 285627



Gxford Arvchacoiogy Srudent Accommodation. Marsion Rd. Oxtord OXWAD (02
Archaeslogical HWarehing Brief Repor

New Student Accommodation, Wadham Cellege, Oxford City and
County Bowls Club, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT
CONTENTS
GUITIITIATY e+ ev oo veseees oo ]
L THUOUCIION oreereeeeeseees e et em bt SR 1
1.1 Location and scope of WOrk o |
1.2 Geology and I0POZTAPIY (oo 1
1.3 Archaeological and historical background e ]
2 Project Aims and Methotdology s 2
D 1 AITIS oo e e ettt et bbb b S S 2
2.2 IVEEIIOAOLOEY 1 1eveve s esssreeseesersss s s s 2
B RESULLE o ror o ee oottt ee et bt b st 2
3.1 DESTrPLON 0F GEPOSILS 1oo.irrvm e 2
30 TIILS oo oo ettt ea e 2
22 Palaco-environmental FEMANS i 2
4 Discussion AN CONCHISIONS Lottt s i 3
Appendix 1 Archacological CORIEXt INVEIIOTY oo 4
Appendix 2 Bibliography and References s 4
Appendix 3 Summary of Site DetailS 4

1AST OF FIGURES

Fig. 1 Site location
Fig. 2 Site plan of foundations showing sections 1 & 2
Fig. 3 Sections ] & 2

© Oxford Archaestogical Unit Lad. November 2002 1 U OA UWDREPORTS\Oxford CindQXWAD.doc




Oxford Archacology Student Accommodation, Marsten Rd, Oxford OXWAD 02

Archaeological Watching Brief Repore

1

1.1

1.1.1

1.2

1.3.1
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1.3.4

SUMMARY

In November 2002 Oxford Archacology (04} carried out an
archaeological waiching brief at the site of New Student Aeccommodation,
Wadham College, Oxford City and County Bowls Club, Marsion Ferry
Road, Oxford (NGR SP3110 0882). The work was commissioned by
Feltham Construction in advance of construction of a 3-storey building
Jor student accommodation. The waiching brief  revealed no
archaeological features except for a late 19 10 early 20" cenwry
boundary diich.

INTRODUCTION

Location and scope of work

In November 2002 Oxford Archacology (OA) catried out an archaeological waiching
brief at the site of New Student Accommodation, Wadham College, Oxford City and
County Bowls Club, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford. The work was commissioned by
Feltham Construction in respect of a planning application for construction of a 3-
storey building for student accommeodation (Planning Application No. 98/00073/NF)

An advice note for archacological monitoring was prepared by Brian Durham, the
City’s Archaeologist on behall of Oxford City Council as regards to the

development.

OA prepared 2 Written Scheme of Investigation detailing how it would meet the

requirements of the briel (OA, 2002).
Geology and topoegraphy

The site lies at 63 m above O, and is situated on river gravels over Oxford Clay

and is 35 m x 42 m in arca.
Archacological and historical background

The archacological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI(OA,
2002 a) and is reproduced below.

No archaeological sites or finds have been recorded from within the proposal area,
although the general area has produced archaeological remains dating from the
prehistoric period through to the post-medieval period. Neolithic artifacts were
recovered from the opposite side of the Banbury Road (just to the west of the site).

The Banbury Road itscif is thought to lie on the route of a Roman road. Roman finds
have been recovered during the original development of the suburb, to the southwest
of the proposal area, particufarly between St Margaret’s Road and Frenchay Road.

A small number of Saxon finds are known from the adjacent Gods Little Acre site,
and 200 m to the north of the bowls club a Saxon spearhead was recovered in 1957,
though it was not thought to have been in-situ.

€ Oxford Archaeological Unit Lid. November 2002 1 UAOAWDREPORTS\Oxford Cin\OXWAD. doc
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In May 2002 Oxford Archae zology carrted out & w atching briel on the site, during the

"
t

construction of the new indoor bowling ring (OA, 2002 ).
2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

21 Almsg

1 Toidemify and record the presence/absence, exient. condivon. quality and daie of

13

archacological remains in the areas affected by the development.

41 Tomake avaiiable the results of the archagelogical investigaton.

2
-2

Methodology

721 Afier the old indoor bowls hall wag demolished, the foundations were removed and
the site backfilled and levelied. The new foundations were then excavated and
concrete poured in a series of sections. This was when the watching brief was carried

out.

222 Al archaeological fealures were plcmnw ai a scale of 1:100 and where excavated
their sections drawn at scales of 1:20. All excavaled features were p hoilographed
using colour shide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of
the work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the OAU Fieldwork
Manual (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

a2

RESULTS
3.1 Description of deposits

311 The excavation of the foundation trenches exposed the natural gravel (3), which had
been overlain by a (.3 - 5 m thick layer of mid brown silty clay (2) subsoil (Fig. 3,
section 1). This had been cut by a boundary ditch (4) measuring 0.7 m decp and 1.3
wide, with very steep sloping sides rounding sharply to a flat base(TFig. 3, section 2).
The ditch contained two fills, which consisted of a primary silting of very dark gray
brown silty clay loam (6). This was sealed below a dark brown silty clay {5), which
filled in the ditch. Overlying the ditch and the subsoil was a 0.4 m thick layer of
disturbed very dark grayish brows silty sand topsoil (1) and demoiition material.

3.2 Finds
321 No finds were recovered during the watching brief.
33  Palaeo-environmental remains

13.1  No deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified during the watching
brief.

@ Oxford Archaeclogical Unit 1td. November 2002 2 UAOAUwDREPORTS Oxford Ci\OXTWAL. doc
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4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The watching brief revealed no archaeological features except for a late 19% t0 early
20™ century boundary ditch pre dating the construction of the bowls club, This relates
to the development of housing along Marston Ferry Road, which in 1903 was made
into a public highway by the council. Most of the site had been badly truncated by
the construction and demolition of the old indoor bowling hall.

@ Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. November 2002 3 UAQAUNWBREPORTSIOxford Cit\OXWAD.doe
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APPENDICES

APPENDIN ] ARCHALOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Conrext | Type Depth Widtin Height Commenis Finds
! E Layer 0.4 m Topsoit/Demolition None
2 Laver {4.3-5m Subsoil None
3 Natural Nawral

4 Cut 0.7 m 1.3m Dich

5 Fill 0.34 m Fill of Ditch None
6 Tl 0.36m Fitl of Dch None

APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCLES

0AU, 2000 138 Banbury Road/I Marsion Ferry Road. Oxford Archaeological

Evaluation Report

OA 1992 Fieldwork Manual (ed. D Wilkingon, first edition August 1002)
OA, 2002 Oxford Cirv Bowls Club, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford Written Scheme of

Investigation

QA, 2002 Oxford Ciry Bowls Club, Marsion Ferry Road, Oxford Archaeological

Watching Brief

APPENDIXN3  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: New Student Accommodation, Wadham College. Oxford City and County
Bowls, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford.

Site code: OXWAD 02

Grid reference: NGR SP 5110 (882

Type of watching brief: Construction of new student accommodation for Wadham College.
Date and duration of project: Four site visits from the 28/10/2002 1o the 20/11/2002.
Area of site: 33 mx 17 m

Summary of results: No archaeological features were observed, except for a late 19" 10
carly 20" century boundary ditch.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service i due
course, under the following accession pumber: OXCMS 2002.212
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Scctions | and 2
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