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INTRCIDUCTION

Backqround information

The archaeological assessrnent of the site wås undertaken by the Oxfor
Archaeoloçical Unit at the behest of Amey Roadstone Company in advance of ð
application for planning permission to Berkshire County Council.

The area, soÍne !r?CtQm E-N by 2OQm N-5 is on the south-wester-n outskirt
of Reading and is bounded by; å railway line; the Holy Bror:k; the lf 4; th
River Kenneti and the double ditches between it and the farnr to the eas
(Fiqs L and 2). The åreå is low lying and consists of small interconnectin,
fields, separated by ditches with long-established tree Lines; other siIte,
ditches witl-rin the fields ccf,nnect with those on the perimeter. It is a
present used as ã hay meadow and there is every indication that it has ha,
this use f or a very J.onq time. At the time of the assessment the çrass hJa'
short and rrurnerous l inear and rrrore arnorphous dec I ivities and sl igh
eIevations were appårent.

Strategy

The.poles of an electricity transmission line runninq the length of thr
site were nsed as a convenient base-l ine. Of f sets vlere taken f rom this at (

4On intervals and a grid system of trenches wås surveyed in. The strateç',
thus f ar wË{s the ?7. sårnpl ing technique f avoured by the Oxf ord Archaeoloçica,
Unit where there is onIy n¡oderate overburden and where the presence oi
archaeological remains is consÍdered at Ieast possible.

In the field it quÍckly became apparent that: the overburden to qraveì
couldbeuptothreemetres;thatthewatertab1eWå5å5littlea5half
metre below the surface (trenches floodinç ås dug)i and that there þJas thr
possibility that the crrpå had always been too wet for human habitation.
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tlith these factEF.- in mind r .ind åfter discussion with Paul ChàdþJick !

County Archaeoloqist. the a¡'eüs cf interest brere dc-f ined as follows;

l-. An assessment of tl¡e long-term environßent'rl l-ìistory of the areå'
This to invotve on-site iorrobcration of findinçE by a =pecial Íst.

2. An as:5e.j.jment ef human Pre5enccl in tlrc environmental hÍ=tory ol' thc]
ùreà.
In pr-actical terms thi'. meant I ool{irrg 'f or- and investÍçatÍnç
ground surfaces and åttempl-ing to cliscover ar digcount thc:
possibility of there bL'inç çravel elevations intrudinq from the
terrace ta the irnmediate north.

chãnge-- in the course of the l-loly Brook and

4, InvlfstigätÍon of rc'cent Iand management'
It !{as decidecl that this wÕuld be best äpFrodched as a separate
a¡rd speci f ic PrÕject wlrich should start with contourir'rq ånd

dscumentary r(?se,srclr. This notwithstandinq ' 
the oPPortunity wås Lo

be 1-al(en of sectioninç a few Eurface features'

UsincJ the €ì5tablished qrid, O.75m wide trenches were duq systematj'caIIy
acro5s the site uEi¡rg a JCB witlr tt]Õthless diLclr-inç bucl(ej: (Fiq 3). Thosc'

to the south tended io Þe pits, since thiB area hacl alç{ay5 been wr=t ! tlìcl5Ë

to Lhe nor l-h were lonçer and brere sometimes suPpIemglnted, this beínq the
area wl-¡er-e hLImàn habitation ¡Jas more !rossitlle' TIre two most ¡rester¡
trenchL.s were macle o.f sufficient lençth to inv(=stiçate clìang(rs in river
course, e.Jhi le a few trenche's were placed across gurfacÉ featureE which were

not intersec ted bY the grid'

3 , InvestÍga l-ion o-l'
K{--¡rnet.

1. An àEse----mEnt of tlre long-ternt

( Nri t ten fol lowinq on-site
Un iversi ty llus€um. )

i pated . The
western end
rivers.

L'nvirllnmental history of the area-

discussion with lf årk Robinson of the

Both natural and marraçed ålterations miqht be antic
most suitable area o-f inquiry waE decided to be tl-re

of the site tlhere tlrere was a neðr confIuence of both

I'I-IE RE9ULTS

A. Gravel left bv 
-S-L-qSj-Ê-!-i 

on-

B. Pc,s l::!Ll -Èç-r-È-l-E e d-g,e Þ-l.Jg1¡¡ts with encroacfrÍnq !te:e!r'
iìounded þJoocl indjcates some h'atel' movement but there w'15 verY
little minÉral depasJtion' Tlrouçh no ;rchaeological objects 14erF

recovered tt is probable th'rt the s!'Jamp was in existence 1n thc:
meso t i thic Pe'riod -

C. Rivq-r -aq-E9å!lå--s¡|Eg!-d=-TlrL, coat-sen.== of q,-o,.in indicates thåt initial f ÌohJ Frae qLrite fast



and thåt
årea.
be tv.Jeen

the river (the Kennet Õr å suhsidiary) tracked acroEs the

This Ieft an itttç''.titt surface of barrl<ç with lower åreå9

t hc-m .

Calcint=d f 1i¡t (SF 5); two f lint col'es (SF ¿)ì

charcoal.

D. trtrrLe!¡-s-!--ea-q!s$:d- ;-:*å=ï, ît**Eo i!-ifå=.'ifu-.."" or I EsÉcr

l:;:î..;:;"å.!"1'.3ti"l3l.ll.l" ;i'",:;-';"mon ror vc'rticaI rooLjns I

app-rrc'nt ly rr.ot ili= surfBCe' to be trreserl'ed in thtr' r'¡nd bclow'

lnterleåving ot 
'="nO IenEeEi wåter l'tt"it=; Ðnd roLrndGr.l ¡¡ood al I

indicate that thesã ;;t;"t;= were at Tr:u=t =tt="naIly flooded' The

ãrrFcl bEt!^reEn tFå= 
'ãil=-"'"i 

tvpittl ry to'-'na to cont;*in' f íne bILre

ccmpact silt -'=t;;;';r.:f-Ìi; TFåre r3r-Fr scme årcl-r'lealoqiEâ1

indications that this Iandsrape ",.a= 
in exiEte¡ce in thc? neolithic

and/or EronzE Aqe '

E. AL-L!ry.irr!i-Ç!-l¡-t-sqsluu-!Lral--l-Lssdr-q-'
F-rt-al IelE =t'qçttt-îhtt this could hive çtarted in t-he later Ernnze

Ê,çc-. In th= '-1;F;;'"i";;i= thE T::lÏ;c::-t:l?:. 'l"i::,'::= 
oi. tl;:

..iprc,priatc f trr'¿' h"y meadow' Tl-rerr' þ18-rÉ' col Çr-Ìr rrLJr r-

al lLtvtLrm - "ttyilq' 
iÅ"än=iiì"= and mixtureE o{ oranqe and qrey

but these **"* iåii l" r."t1ect soir pl"t:åt="= ratlrer than treing cf

arc haeo l oq ic a l siqnifitrance'

This pr-oÞably drJ ler'= tittte f rom that in tl-re mtrTe rcrcer

exceF,t thÃt å1f ttt'l^iior-' 
ti"=-i==" 

cLrrtailed by r!ver bantrinc ' The

topsoít i5 çenerarry-tiin iõ'ro - o'15m) ånd thF eubìsoi I iÉ little-

modif iE-d al I Lrv rum '

ThP ground ÌEVEI of tl¡e site iE currentLy c 1'5m lriqher lo the nr:rth

than nett to tr'= 
=itãt"nl-tÃt'ttt 

"t, ir-t"-i<"r'l"t' It i= clear f rcm the

sections sEEn t¡at 'trris has beÊn tL* 
-tilt"tt:t' tl::::n""t the =ite'E

environmental historv" ifis 4) ' ThLls.the typirål loyering - tc'psoi I over

aI rurviurn / çraund --.,.i...= åi =..n4 o. .i""-" "'¡'i 
t- I pe;ty mair?riãl over oravel

_iEse=ninirst.,irtã"ralonqLhe.";:,;"-;;thG'site.Tothc-ntrrth'the
early swamP t-'or.itoi' is *¡tir'*íy "Pt::t 

o-r vest¡q jal; to the south' thÉ

1attr-r Fìhase c'f ="n¿ anì river chånnel linç is either mi=sinq or verl

trunc,lted,

2- An ,lsses--ment of hum'an pl-eEence in the environmt':ntal lr'istory'

F.Br_s_L-alo'c_i,-J-!-g-É_qq?þ).:lmlr5!-.1!!lìeaç.f'o'-.]-q.!j]]!-t-!:tr-s.F-'-
Ê'1I ol tnis måteri¡l u'r'- s r"roer--¡r"tãi '-'J at QrFat dc"Ftl-'' lt Ì¡r.:s

l'ìowevFr, Ic.ol{Ed ;t as it."t= ot'l of the trenches' l'\n ¡nimal btrnE

(5F 9) n't= tt(:ot'"l-Éd Ànd some D-icce-- o{ 'rPFal-entI / r¡l'trter"L'Jorn wooc

bLtt thE'rÉ r"JÉre ntr certBiri indic'rtitrìns c'f l-'um'ìn 'lc-ti'/i-ty '

n ' Forma t iErl-ol---qr!'uncj -E !r-dêÇ-Er----o n-lh e-t'-'? n !!5-- -q-'[- Fr:ir-rd''-

sucr, in¿rcltÍorr= of hL(mån "cti-ulÇ 
r= tlrÉr* w.rÊ cúrre - as would bt

expected I fl-o* tl-re northertt ¡ai+ oi the Eite !'rl-'[?r-É the SrEunr

1eVÉlWoLlldhavebeenl-]içl-'ìer'FromWeEttcìea5t:

TrEnch 5?
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Trench 5l
Trentrh 1A
Trench 19
Trench 20
Trenc h 40
Trench 34
lrencn .':l
Trench 45

Charred wood FOint (5F 7); charcoal '
Strurck flint flake (5F 1); charcoal '
Clrarcoå1.
Animal. bone (5F 2)i charcoal '
Charcoàl '
AnimaL bone (5F 3); Calcined stone (5tr 4)
Charctrå I '
Chårtroa1'

AÉ ha-. beFn mer'tioned ' this gound sur{ace wÈ\s vê\riãb1e ånd Shok)ed

clear indicationE oF st:Ë\5onú1 ftoudinq' Sutrh liqht ¿icLivity å5

, tr-videncEcl r.ra= probaL,ly in the neol ithic period c]f Bronze Aqe.

E. ALtuvi.rtion throuqh annLral floodina'
Althouqh = P;t;-;- t:h"t;"à1 **r-t noted on occaEion at dif ferent

- levels in tire alluviumt ñot one årtÉfact was recÕvered '

In Trtr-nch I'Q' hot"JevEr, two ditclres r^tere noLecl in the alluvium' both

runninq SN*ÑE. The preserved top of the more.eåster1y was seåled
undc'r an orcrr-rqe htrrizon in the al luvium at a depth c{ O'-]Om f rom

the surfatrE-. It wa= oPen*v-shaPed in 5Êcti?nl t-O'5m wide' and c

C)'25m deep. The f i11 waB of dari< brQ!"'n earth includinq snails and

some trhartrtrål and !.rtrcd f r.fçments. ThoLtqh it wå5 cåFFed by å

hc,rizon tn the ålLuvium a¡d was at such depth' it was intere5linq
to note th-]t tl-lE line of thÉ ditch could be Eeen åE a sliqht
linear declivity in tlre prer'ent çraund =urface'

The preserved top of the more westerly þras Ín the alluvium at å

cleFìth trf c (J.6m from the Fresent surface' It t^raE open-v-shaped in
- 1'Om wide, and c CJ-4Q m deep' and had been cLlt throuqh

rreL LifJll t L

aL luviLrm and dark blLrE clayey silt to the underlvinç qråvel ' The

lilL was rilÃt-¡to^'-t /qrey sílty wilh snails' charcoal and one piece

o'f burnt ç rave ). -

The rliÉcover jÉs jn Trench 1o obvioLlsly imply dil',Éhj-ng in the aì-eå

over a sPan of tÍme t"'Je I 1 bef Dre the present ' I t iE pecul iar that
no other such cjitclìe5 were noted in ':ny other trench'

3. Inves tiq"rtior-t of clianges in tlre colrrse of the l-loly Brook antl l<ennct

Thi= måi'ter was leol<ed into by two Iong N-S trenches at the western
end ol the site (Trenches 5? and 51) where tlrere is a near confIuence in the
present course of the two rivers' Thouglr the ol-her trencher: bJere not
specifically intended to Ehed Iiqht on the subject' a rivar cclur-g]F wcrs seen

Ín Trench 42. to tl-le eàst, where its IlÉrnl( could be traced into tlre sul¡*soj l '

Ire¡-ç¡i?
f n.o,* .ñ"nçes in tlre course of the l-loIy Brook were noted (Fiq 5)'
-l-he eårIÍe5t, and mtrre northerly, related tÚ the lowest
månifFstation of the çround gurface on sandt-ìank phase and clearly
dÉrrronstrated hcw Lrlr-re åilt ¡".i br-Li Ì t up ovEr å m(rre organic fill in
its L¡r.rer ctr,Lrr5É' Thc-re h'rd thÉn LrÉFn a deposlt of çilty s'rnd over
the old stream tted åncj adjacent arÊå and a qround 5urface had

formed on thi--, +\ 5econd river course cut tl¡e first and rel¡ted tc
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.thE hiçhest manifeEtation of the qraund surface and sand banl
phàEe. The al luviurrr fill trf thi5 häd a third river cours{
throuqh it, which went to tlre surface ànd cotild be seen å5
declivity runninç back into tlre Holy Erook to the east' Thil
Iatter course lrad an orq¿nic tlninç to it5 base and l'racl been fille(
in witlr gravel åñd topsoil r ProbåbIy intentionally' and in tht
recent past -

Trench 5.1

There was evidence here for a water trourse in the qround surf ,3ce ol
sand bank phase but no observed river courses in the subsequen
al luviation ( Fiq 5).

Invc-stigation of recent lar¡d manågement

-r-re.!-q¡C-E--3z,lJ---q!-d--jlJ cril--e¡j-ã!j-qq si I ted d i tc-hes'
In each c¡se the surf -rce declivity wae some O,2m deep and c 1'25i
wide with sl iqht hðntiing tc, one or both sidEÉ ' The ditches werr
open-v-shaped, c 1rn deep, and cEntained redePo:;itL"d alluvium
twiçs, chÃrcoaI, snails ånd tlre occasional bone' No dat¡blr
objectE rnlere r-E'qcr/[rFecJ . It is to be noted that on the surf åce thr
water course jn Trench 4? wå5 indistinçuiEhablE from the ditchÉs.

--Ì-r.e¡.g l-,-?9
Tlris {_ut thr.oL{Çl-r the rnicjd le c-f an oval /sub-rec l-ånqLll,lr r-i5e of (

O.3m in the field surface. The cauEe of thÉ elEvåtian proved to bt
a thÍcl<eninç in surface a I luvium, thouqh it is possi b I e that it har
been redepositEd.

ILeMh 48
Tl-,is was cLrt act-a55 a nettle Þatch É Z5m E-{'^J by l-5m N-5 situated ar

an island measuring c 9Qm E-N and 65m N-5 which þrae bounded by '
straighf ex_istÍriç ditch to the north ànd by à curved silted ditcl
Elsef'rherE.. The nettle patch prov'ed to relate to very receni
ðçricLl I tura I activity and excavation of tl-ìe al luvium in the trencl
qavF no inclication of årchaeological activity'

RECOMT,IENDAT I ONS

1. E¡rvironnrental
The environnìE?ntål preservation on the 5Íte is extremely çood and thit

eviclence would bu- deEtroyed by çrave1 extract.ion. It i5 recommended thdl
the envi¡-orrmental history of the site be lotrlaÉd into aç a separate Froject
This wouJd require the excavation of a few samplinç trenches (in the lich1
of tfre present assessinp¡t ) i their ðccurate recordinq aFrd sampìÍng (!'ìith .

pump workinq continuous'ly); and the analysis af sampLes taken of veçet,rtiÉn
snails, ênd sittE ånd sa¡ds'

2. ArchaeoltrLJical
The assessment ha5 shor^rn archaeoLoqical àctivity on the site to b(

minimal. It is not rL-commencled that there be ån excavation on the, bàsis ol
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presenteVidence,'thouçhanythinço'fal.trhaeo]oçicå]interes.Lthatcafl]etc
Iiqht in subEequent iortinç of the site would, of course' need to bE

noti f ic'd and recorded .

3. Ch.rnges in the cour5e of the l-lol y Erool( and l(enne L

Th j.s has treen adÊquately loof<ed at for the crucial area' the west eFir

af the site.

4- Recent l,lnd mån.agment

-f hL" whole ar{:a is a hay rïe,rdow/ wàtrir meadow systern of Icnç standinç '

There is å clear c,3se for it to be recordc-d a¡cl investiqated' This mu--t bË

dEne as ¿ di5tinct project ènd should start with ¡n EDI'I contour survE'y anc

documentary re5e¿rclì, ìt is possible that Fome supPlementary archaeological
and envirrìmentð1 wol-l'i !vould be reqLl.ired '


