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Summary

I dprd FUUS che Oxtord Lichacological Unic AU underook a warching brief at
the (el or Ne Johing Bariord St John. Oxtordshire (NGROSP 4370 33305, No
RO e T3S e seenn s id e s oore roreieved,

1 Introduction {Fig. 1)

The development proposal comprised the excavation of a trench for a new drain
around the novthern side of the church. The watching brief was commissioned by John
Perrvmun. the project architect, on behalf of St fohn™s Church. 1t was undertaken in
consultanon with the Oxtord Diocesan  Advisory Committee’s  Archaeological
Advisors Mr David Miles.

2 Background

St John’s Church s located immediately east of the Manor House and north-west of
Manor Farm. in Barford St John. The church was heavily restored between 1860 and
1861 at this time its disunctive octagonal tower was added. as well as the south
porch. Now a small building, without a central wisle. it has retained its Norman south
door complete with zigzag decorated arch. Inside. the church has a Norman wub-
shuped fontwith quawreton decoration,

3 Alns

The aims of the watching bricf were to record anv archacological remaing exposed on
site durmyg the course of the works 1o established standards (Wilkinson 1992). in order
to secure the preservation by record of anyv archacology. the presence and nature of

wihich could not be established m advance
4 Methodology

One pspection visit was made to the site by prior arrangement with the project

architect, during the course o the works. Al of the excavation was by hand, and was
tndertaken by Duvid Tew. the maim contractor. Phe magornity of the wench had already
heen duy prior to the visit

Withm the constraints mmposed by health amd safety considerations the deposits
exposed were cleaned. mspected and recorded in plan. section and by colour siide and
moenochrome print photography, Written records were also made on proforma sheets.
Soil deseriptions use standard charts for the approximation of percentage of inclusion
pes 1 soll deposiis,

5 Resuits (Fivs 2 and 3

The dram wench was excavawed o o width o G775 mand an average depth of 0.30 m.
The seeuon displaved the following sequence:

{1) ~ topsoils H.12 m of mid brown/fgray sty clay loam with 3% subangular fine

gravel. seabing:
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(23 - subsoilrgravevard seil: 0.38 m of mid brown clay loam with 3% subanguiar fine
gravel and small-medium sandstone pieces (0.10 - 0.13m in diameter) and lenses
ol mortary sand.

Deposit i) was consistent 1o the base of the cut. and no tfurther deposits were seen.

6 Discussion

[Cis thought Hikely that the sandstone pieces and lenses of mortar seen in deposit {2)
refate to the [860:01 rebwiid ot the church, Nothing further was seen,

References.
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