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1.1

1.1.1

1.2

1.2.1

122

SUMMARY

In dpril 2002 Oxford Arehacology (O4) carried our an archagological
watching brief ar Si. Mary's Chinrely, Bampion Oxfordshire (NGR SP 312
033). The work was commissioned by J Alan Bristow and Partners on
behall of S Mary's Parochicl Chureh Council in advance of the
excavation of a foul water dramage pipe alongside the path leading 10 the
south door of the churceh and through the churchyard entrance.

The watching brief revealed a munber of grave cuts in the natural
gravel. On analogy with previous excavations jn the churchyard, i js
possible that these graves daie 1o the Saxon period, although no dating
evidence was recovered  7The graves were overlain by ¢ general
churchyard soil, which was cut by later burials. Several graves cut from
Just below the present topsoil are probably of relatively recent date,
though none were dated

OF note was the presence of several nter-cutting ditches Just
outside the limit of the churchyard, Thege appear to be medieval yre-curs
on the line of the original Saxon Minster diich, Portions of nwo
demolished walls, separaled by a small gap and situated in the area of the
present churchyard entrance probably represent the remains of a former
entrance 1o the churchyard 4 Jurther section of walling inside the
churchyard could represent a landscaping feature, though no dating for
the wall was established 4 Jormer path leading 1o the chureh was also
identified

INTRODUCTION

Location and scope of work

In April 2002 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out ap archaeological watching brief
at St. Mary's Church, Bampton Oxfordshire (Fig. i)

The work was commissioned by T Alan Bristow and Partners of Charlbury, on behalf
of St. Mary’s Parochial Church Council in respect of a proposal to excavate
manhoies and connecting trenches for a drainage pipe from the church across the
churchyard (Fig. 2) to a main sewer pipe. The works formed part of a scheme to
install a toilet and coffee making facility in the South Transept of the church,

Dr John Blair of The Queen’s College, Oxford, who also provided drawn plans of the
site, provided advice about the project and its archaeological implications to the
architects and the PCC.

Geology and topography

The site lies on the second gravel terrace at 71 m above OD. The church is located at
NGR SP 312 033,

The majority of the site of the new drainage trench was situated within the boundary
of St Mary's Church churchyard. The churchyard exhibits several carthworks and
mounds and contains many extant gravestones and burial monuments.

T e e e R T —
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Archacological and historical background

1.3.1  The church consists of a cemtral tower and spire, chancel, transepls, nave and aisles.
The basc of the tower incorporates the remains of an early nave, apparently of two
phases, of which the earlicr may be pre-Conquest. The second phase mcorpoerales
hersingbone work and a chance] arch with chip carved ormament of ¢ 1100.

132 The church was enlarged in ¢ 1170 by the raising of the tower and the addivion of the
chancel and transepts; a fine south doorway with chevron ornament survives from this
phase. The nave was rebuilt around 1320(Blair pers. comm).

The church was the highest Minster above sca level on the Thames and was built on a
gravel promontory in & bend of the Shill Brook that feeds into the main river. The
church is first mentioned in the 950s (Blair 1994, 63).

ot
L]
(W]

1.3.4  The main church occupies one corner of a large oval enclosure that excavation has
shown to be of Anglo-Saxon date. To the west, a late 11th century chapel (Deanery)
was built within the circuit of a Bronze Age barrow-ditch (Blair, 1094, 64). Another
prehistoric diteh is sited beneath the south side of the church and has been identified by
exeavations in 1096 extending into the south part of the churchyard {(Blair 1999. 2).

—
Lo
e

Anglo-Saxon burials have been recovered from the churchyard (from for example
Trench XXX 1, Blair, 1999, 15 and see Fig. 2, this document, for trench jocation)
together with later medieval inhumations, while an in sin medieval churchyard tomb
was found during superficial cleaning near the south-east corner of the South
Transept (Blair 1999, 16-23). Excavations and investigations have shown continuous
interment in the churchyard for over 1000 years.

14  Acknowledgements

141  OAis grateful to J Alan Bristow and Partners, Hinkins and Frewin, the site
contractors and Dr John Blair for their assistance during the watching brief, which
was undertaken by Tim Haines of OA who drafted an early version of this report.

2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected by the excavation of a foul water drain,

919  Tomake available the results of the archaeological investigation, and to contribute (o
the ongoing programme of research on the church and its environs.

2.2 Methodology

221 The contractor’s excavations were monitored by the atlending archacologist with
care faken o check the spoil heaps for finds. The trench was excavated to a depih of
0.6- 0.8 1 and it was variable width, from 0.25 m wide for the length of trench from
she sonth door of the church to the site of & manhole near the church entrance, but
widening fo 0.4 m wide where the irench extended to the south-cast and outside of

© Oxford Archacological Unil Ltd. May 2002 D U0 e FBENOson\ BampionStidarys CliureMREP. doc
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3.1.4
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the churchyard. The whole jen st of wench comprised 44.95 m, including
excavations for manholes.

All archacological features were planned on site at a scale of 1:20 (for the purposes
of Fig. 3 this scale has been reduced) and lengths of the trench sections were also
drawn at a scale of 1:20. All exposed features and structures were photographed
using colour slide and black and white print film and a general photographic record
of the work was made. Recarding followed procedures detailed in the 04U
Fieldwork Manual {(¢d. D Wilkinson, 1992).

RESULTS
Description of deposits

North-west stretch of trench to manhole junction ~ Fig. 3 and Fig 4, Seetion

drawing 1

"The north section of the trench (length 26.5 m) leading south-south-east east from the
south door of the church and extending to the site of a new manhole proved
archaeologically sterile. A general churchyard soil (101) was visible in both sides
and at the base of the trench. The trench decpened progressively from 0.4 m to the
site of the manhole, where it was 0.7 m deep.

Some 5 m north of the new manhole, the carliest deposit exposed at the base of the
trench was the natural gravel {(102) that lay 0.65 m below the present ground level,

The gravel was cut by an east-west aligned grave (113) containing a silty soil with
gravel (114). The feature was 0.8 m wide and extended beyond the limits of the
trench. A human skull was seen in plan at the top of the exposed fill and was thought
to be in situ. Just east of the grave, scparated by a small island of gravel natural was a
further grave cut (11 1), filled by a brown sifty gravel (112) and aligned east-west.

This grave was 0.33 m wide and its size could suggest a child burial, though no
bones were visible in plan or in the soil in the grave. Immediately sonth was the east
end of a grave (109 filled by 110) that terminated in the middle of the trench. Some
1.14 m to the south of this was a further grave cut (105) aligned east-west and filled
by a brown gravely silt (I 06), containing occasional human bones, No further grave
cuts were identified south of grave 105 1o the point where the manhole area wasg
opened.

All four graves were sealed beneath the general churchyard soil 101. No dating
evidence was obtained from anty of these features, which have been left undisturbed
and in situ beneath the level of the new drainage pipe. Soil 101 contained a patch of
redeposited human bone (11 &), probably a charnel deposit from the excavation of
other graves nearby.

The general churchyard soil (101) was cul by a late grave (107). The grave was
aligned east-west and was filled by a mid-brown silt with frequent gravel, with a few
fragments of human bone (108). Above lay a further fill {117) comprising similar
material but with more gravel.

€ Oxford Archaeological Unit Lid. May 2002 3 U:I()A'LoalWBEV&(),\‘on‘|anp.fonSme-ysChm-ciz!REP.doc
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3.1.7

318

3.1.9

3.1.10

3.1.11

3.1.12

3.1.13

North of this grave was 2 further ewt feature (113) cutting 101, No bones were
observed in the fill (116), but i 100 possibly
present topsoil of the churchyard (100) sealed the fills of the late graves.

represents another late grave. The

Area of new manhole - Fio, 3 and Figs 4 & 5 - Section Drawings I and 2

Natura) gravel (102} was exposed in the trench sides of the new manhole and was
higher here than elsewhere, sugeesting that a ridge of gravel existed af this point. The
aravel was cut by a grave (103) with a clear south edge cut into the higher ridge of
grave! and the northern edge cutling the shallower gravel here. The {eature was 0.84
m wide and 0.46 m deep where it had been truncated by the conlraclor’s excavations.
The fill {104) was a mixed dark red-brown silt with some fragments of human bone.
Fill 104 was sealed by a soil laver similar 1o 101, as seen clsewhere in the trench.

This soil was overlain by a north-west/south-east aligned wall (126) that was 0.2 m
wide and survived 1o a height of 0.2 m and constructed of un-bonded limestone. A
length of 1.05 m was exposed in plan and section at the south-west edge of the
manhole trench and the wall presumably extended to the north-west and to the south-
east outside the trench limits, No dating evidence was recovered for the wall, which
Jay below a gravel bedding layer (128) for the present tarmac surface {127) in the

churchyard.

South-eastern length of trench - Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, Section I

Just south-east of the manholc area was & north-east/south-west aligned grave cut
(124) filled by a brown-ycllow silt with gravel. The grave was 1.06 m wide and had a
revealed depth of 0.54 m, though the base of the feature was nof abserved. No finds
were recovered to date the feature. To the south-cast were two further grave cuts
(122 filled by silt 123 and 120 filled by silt 121) of similar width and exposed depth
and likewise undated.

The fills of these features were sealed beneath a layer of limestone cobbles (119) set
on edge in a matrix of sand, This {ormed part of an (undated) pathway leading to the
church door, sealed beneath the present tarmac (127).

Length of trench through Church, yard entrance - Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, section I

Tt was apparent that deposits and features at the entrance of, and just outside the
churchyard, were of a completely different character to those within it. The trench
sections were recorded afier machine excavation to the depth required for the new
pipe. This work was technically outside the original brief for the project and the
results abtained reflect limited salvage recording during these works.

An approximately cast-west aligned feature (131), interpreted as a ditch, cut the
natural gravel (102). The ditch was 0.68 m deep and 1.3 m wide and it was filled by
fight brown sandy silt (132) that contained a sherd of North-East Wiltshire ware
pottery dated broadly from AD 1050~1400. The south side of the ditch was cut by a
later cast-west ditch (133), also approximately aligned east-west. The ditch was 2.05
m wide and 0.85 m deep and it was filled with a dark-brown silt with gravel (134)
containing occasional bones and some angular cobble stones. The fill (134)
contained a single picee of Cotswold-lype pottery with a broad date range of AD

& Oxford Archacological Unit Lid, May 2002 4 U0 WEEV \Oxor' BamptonSiMarysChurcld REP doc
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3.1.14

3.1.15

3.1.16

3.1.17

3.1.18

975-1350. Ditch fill 134 was cut (o the south by a further ditch (137) that was 0.62 m
deep and filied with a brown silt witls gravel {135).

Some 4 m further south and cutting the gravel was another ditch (140) aligned
approximately east-west. The diteh was 0.48 m deep and 0.75 m wide, and the
feature extended outside the trench limit that was observed at the time. No dating
evidence was recovered from the two fills (144 and 141).

Ditch fills 135 and 140 were cut by a broad diich feature (138) that was at least 4.9 m
wide and 0.65 m deep and aligned approximately east-west. The earliest fill (139)
was a dark brown silt loam sealed beneath a fill of compact mid-brown silt with
gravel (136) including fired clay, occasional limestone cobbles and a sherd of
Brill/Boarstall ware dated AD 1200--1600. Fill 136 was cut by an undated shallow
?ditch or gully (142 filled by ashy clay deposit 143) that extended beyond the trench
limits.

The {ill of 131 was cut by the construction trench {146) for the remains of a
demolished wall (129} composed of small angular limestone rubble arranged in
random courses. The wall was 1m wide and survived to a height of 0.42 m and was
aligned NNE-SSW.

Alittle over 1 m to the south-east was a further section of walling (130) on the same
alignment. The construction trench for the wall (147) was cut from the level of the
fill (135) of ditch 137, Wall 130 was made in a similar fashion to 129 and but was
only 0.4 m wide and survived 1o a height of 0.4 m.

Wall 130 and the ditch fills 136 and 143 were sealed beneath a modern gravel
hardcore make-up layer (145) for the tarmac surface 127. Wall 129 was abutted by a
pitched layer of thin limestone picces (119) extending towards the south door of the
church and which represent an carlier path surface. The stones partially overlay the
fill of ditch 131, so the surface is of medieval or later date

Manhole outside the churchyard - Fig. 5, Section 3

3.1.19

3.1.20

3.1.21

Additional observations were made during excavations for a manhole at the south-
east end of the trench. The natural gravel here was cut by a flattish-based ?ditch
(148) that may be an extension to the south-east of ditch 140, The limits of the ditch
were not established within the confines of the manhole trench. It was filled by
brown silty gravel (149) overlain by a darker ashy deposit (150) in turn beneath a
reddish-brown silty gravel (151). None of these deposits produced dating evidence.

The south-east edge of the feature proved difficult to discern, but may be represented
by a noticeable peak in the gravel (about halfway along Section 3). The gravel at this
point was overlain by a layer of dark brown clay silt (152), in turn overlain by a
loose very dark grey deposit of charcoal and ash (153) seen during excavation of the
manhole but not apparent in the trench section. This deposit is possibly evidence of a
fire.

"This lay below further deposits of mixed ash and silt (154 then 155, 156 and 157)
that represent deliberate dumped Jayers. Above 157 lay a compacted layer of

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. May 2002 5 UAOAloa\ WBEWNOxon BamptonStharys Chureh REP.doc
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Jimestone (158) to a depth of 0.43 m. This formed a surface that may be
contemporary with surface 143 within the churchyard. Surface 158 was overlain by
the topsoil and tarf (159) outside the churchyard

La>

2 Finds

The pottery - by Pa ul Blinkhorn

321 The pottery assemblage comprised five sherds with a total wel eht of 88 ¢, All of the
material was medieval, with the range of fabric types present indicating that the
features Trom which the potiery was recovered spanned the 11th~13th centuries. The
pottery occurrence by number and weight.of sherds per context by fabric type i3
shown in the table bejow. Each daie should be regarded as a Lerminus post guem.

3.2.2  The pottery was recorded utilizing the coding system and chronology of the
Oxfordshire County type-series (Melior 1989; 1994), as follows:

OXAC: Cotswold-type ware, AD 975-1350. 5 sherds, 76 g.
OXBI; North-East Wilishire ware, AD 1050-1400. 1 sherd. 11 .
OXAM: Brill/Boarstall ware, AD 1200-1600. 1 sherd, 1 g.
323 Table of pottery occurrence by number and weight (in g) of sherds per context by

fabric type

| OXAC OXBF OXAM
Context; No Wi No Wi No Wi Date
132 1 11 11thC?
134 1 44 1 1thC?
136 1 1 13thC?
150 2 32 11thC?
_ Total 3 76 1 11 1 1

3.3  Palaeo-environmental remaing

33.1  Although full consideration was given to various sampling strategies, due to the
absence of any suitable deposits and the tight constraints of the excavation, no
environmental soil samples were taken

4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 Though limited in extent, this walching brief has revealed important evidence
relating to the medicval enclosure surrounding the site of the church, has added more
information about the possibility of farther Saxon burials on the site and provided
tentative evidence for a former entrance to the churchyard in the form of the two
walls situated in a similar position to the current enfrance.

412 The major discovery was the number of ditch cuts outside the present churchyard.
These appear (o be medieval re-cuts, presumably on or near the line of the original
Qaxon Minster ditch that has been jdentified in previous excavations and is
conjectured to hiave passed along the south side of the present churchyard (cf. Blair

@ Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. May 2002 8 UAOL0a WREFOxon\BamptonSiMearys ChureMREP doe
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4.1.5

1999, 2). The dating of these features relies on a limited amount of pottery, though it
can be suggested that the houndary ditch was being maintained into the 13th century
and arguably later, given the level from which ditch 138 had been cut (ust 0.25 m
below present ground level - see Fig, 4). There was no direct evidence for a primary
ditch from this watching brief. Of note is the width of ditch 138, which accords well
with John Blair’s conjectured plan of the feature (ibid}.

Though undated, the grave cuts into the natural that were sealed by later churchyard
soil (101) could be of Saxon date. Previous excavation has demonstrated the
presence of Saxon burials in the churchyard cuf into the gravel (see Blair 1999, 15,
Trench XXXI). The later burials cut from just below the present topsoil are probably
of post-medieval, or more likely, Victorian in date, and have been dug quite deep
into the gravel as no human remains were observed.

Walls 129 and 130, with the gap of ¢ 1 m between them, suggest the site of an earlier
entrance o the churchyard, with an associated pathway of pitched limestone leading
to the church’s south door. Since both walls overlie medieval ditch filis they clearly
are of a later date than these features, though a precise date for construction and
demolition could not be ascertained within the limits of this watching brief,

A further section of walling (126) inside the churchyard could represent a
landscaping feature, though no dating for the wall was established. The wall appears

to underlie the line of present tarmac path, so it may have flanked an earlier pathway
m the churchyard at some time.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd, May 2002 T UAOA0a\WBENOxon BamptonStharys Chureh\REP.doe
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHALOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench - Cixr Tvpe Widrh I Thick. | Commeoent Finds No./ Date
No (m) 1 () Wi
001
100 Laver 0.16 | Topsoil
101 Layer 0.56 | Subsoil
102 Laver Narural
103 Cut 0.84 Grave
104 Fill Fill of 103
103 Cut (.59 Grave
106 Fiil Fill of 105
107 Cut 045 Grave
108 Il Fill of 107
109 Cut 0.15 Grave
110 Fili Fill of 109
111 Cut (.33 Grave
112 Fil Fill ef 111
113 Cut 0.8 Grave
114 Fild Fill of 113
115 Cut .52 Grave
116 Fil Fill of 115
137 il ().'(.'1."5 Filof 115
118 Iili (.16 | Fill of 101
119 Layer 025 0.22 | Cobbic path
120 Cut | 0.41 Grave
121 1=l Fill of 120
122 Cat | 0.7 Grave
123 Fill Fill of 122
124 Cul .06 Grave
125 Fill Fill of 124
126 Structure (.2 0.05 | Wall
127 Layer Tarmac path
128 Layer | 0.07 | Leveling fayer for 127
120 Si‘rm:ﬁn'v i () 0.42 | Stone wall
130 é[l'!.ilii‘l‘l-l-'l," | i.‘),‘rl | 0.4 | Stone wall
@ Oxford Archacologicat Unit Ll #May 2002 Q  UAOdioa WREVOxan\ BamptonStiarys ChurchREP. doe
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131 Cut 1.3 Dich

132 Fill 068 | Fill of 131 Pottery 1, 1ig | 7Citsh
133 Cut 208 Bitch

i34 Fill 382 1 Fllof 133 Pottery 1,44g | 7Clith
135 Fil 0.61 | Fill of 137

136 Fill 0.65 | Fill of 138 Potery I,1g | ?Cl3th
137 Cut 1.08 Ditch re-cut

138 Cut 4.9 Ditch re-cut

139 Fill 315 1 Fill of 138

140 Cut 0.75 Ditch

141 Fill 0.38 | Fillof 140

142 Cut 0.25 Unknown

143 Fiil 032 | Fillof 142

144 Fill 036 | Fill of 140

145 Layer 0.26 Hardcore fevelling layer

146 Cut 1.0 Foundation cut for 129

147 Cut ¢4 Foundation cut for 130

148 Cut 1.02 Ditch

149 Fill 0.46 0.09 7 Fill of 148

150 Fill 0.64 0.02 | Fillof 148 Poftery 5,88z | 7Ci1th
151 Fill 0.68 0.08 | Fill of 148

152 Layer (.06 | Natural gravel

152 Layer 0.05

154 Fill 1.2 0.2 | Fil of 148

155 Layer 0.02

156 Layer 0.29

157 Layer 0.32

158 Layer (.43 | Leveling layer

139 Layer 0.25 ¢+ Topsoil and turf

WL

"

© Oxford Aichacological Unit Lid, May 2002
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Mellor, M, 1994 Oxford Pottery: A Synthesis of middie and Jate Saxon, medieval and early
post-medieval pottery in the Oxford Region, Oxoniensia 59, 17-217

Sherwood, 1 and Pevsner, N 1974 The Buildings of Oxfordshire. Penguin.

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: St. Mary’s Church, Bampton

Site code: BAMSM 02

Grid reference: SP312 033

Type of watching brief: Observation of new drainage trench and manhole excavations
Date and duration of project: April 2002, 4 days

Area of site: 0.1 ha

Summary of results: Evidence for ditch re-cuts along the line of the Minster ditch, Possible
Saxon graves identified bencath later churchyard soif; walls relating 1o Yearlier churchyard
entrance; Victorian graves identified; former paved surfaces of the churchyard also observed.
Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, 0X2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
COUrse,

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Lad. hay 2002 10 vhoseasWEENOzontBampionSidarysChirciiREP. doc
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Trench Plan
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Figure 4: Section 1
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Figure 5: Sections 2 and 3
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