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ASTON: Housing Estate - R A Chambers

An intermittent watching brief over the ground work forxr the first of fifty
houses at Aston in West Oxfordshirxe has not xevealed any archaeological
matexial.

RICESTER: The 014 Prioxy ~ R A Chambers

The new owner of The 0Old Prioxy has denmolished the connecting wall between
the house and the barn without either plannimng consent or listed building
copsent. Locally there is now great concexn oveX any plans the new owner may
have for this site. The heuse is thought to have originated as a late
nedieval hospice to provide accommodation forx visitors to the Augustinian
prioxry. It is aiso likely that part of the site was used for burial. A
shrine to 5t Edburga, the canonised daughtexr of Edwaxd the Elder may have
stood in the grounds.

BICESTER: Queens Avenue Housing Development - R A Chambers

This site, laid down to trees and grass in the 1960's, contained a
continuation of the medieval settlemaent recorded to the east durimng the
development of Lower Home Cloge in 1979. The earxthworks on this present site
were recorded in 1983 and a plan published in CBA Group 9 Newslettexr 14
{1984), 99~-101. 1In particular, the earthwork remains of a substantial
building apparently arranged around three sides of a yard may represent the
remaing of the Nuns of Maxkyates® manor house, a huildim traditionally
located about 100 yards to the south in the grounds of Bicestex House.

Building work on the site confirmed parts of the earthwork purvey revealing
the lines of several ditches, yard areas and domestic debrisg including
maedieval pottexy. The medieval quarries ex posed during the development of
Lower Home Close encroached on to the gite for some 30m. The often
incomplete removal of topsoil from the site and poor weather handicappedl the
archaeological recoxdim. The Unit is grateful te Bovis Homes for allowim
fxee access to the site during development.
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to Radley Barrow has revealed that the cottages are built almost entixely of
re-used timbers from eaxlier timber-framed buildingga. Thexre axe also repaixs
and alterations of many periods. Because of the vernacular nature of the
building methods, of the local materials used and of the extensive re-use of
earlier timber—framing it is difficult to date the cottages ox to date the
majoxity of the subseguent alterations ard repaixs.

The older of the two buildings has an unusuval, large stone chimney built of
re-used limestone, incorporating some originally well dressed limestone
heavily weathered before its xe-use in the present chimney stack. The oldexr
puilding is of especial note because of the surviving wattle anl dauwb [ire-
hood and chimney on the first floox.

Excavation of about 0.3m (1ft) of soil beneath the brick~on-earth flooxa in
both cottages revealed a series of eaxlier hearths each respectin the stone
chimney stack. The cottages appear to have been treated as one buildirmg
fairly soon after erection anl the floor levels xaised throughout with goil
containing unweatherxed late 12th - early 13th century medieval pottexy.

Presumably the materials for both cottages were obtained locally. If this was
the case there was at least one building in the medieval settlement with some
ashlar dressed stonework on the exterior. Such expense suggests a huilding
of manorial or similar status. Some timber woxk may have come from the same
building. There is smoke blackened purlin xe-used in the roof of the latex
cottage.

The foundation trenches for an extension to the rear of the cottages lay
against the edge of the mouml known as Radley Barrow, a monument of unproven
date. The trenches cut some 1-3m into the subsoil but only revealed two
pexiglacial featuxes, one of which wa cut by a post-medieval pit. Furxthex
trenches for a gavage and workshop will provide anothex chance to obtain
dating evidence fox this wmonument.

WENDLEBURY: Iand noxth~east of Alchester -« R A Chambers

The excavation of a new field-drainage ditch across low~lying lanmd to the
north-east of the walled area of the Roman town at Alchester, Wenllebuxy, has
so far not produced any archaeclogy. At the time of writing the ditch has
8till to be completed.

URIT NEWS

Several new arrxivals on the Unit scene should be mentioned. Comgxatulations
to George and Camilla Lambrick on the birth of theix 2nd daughtex, frances
Hope. David Miles has acquired a ferocious dog called Meg, a lurchex. She
is being trained to lick intruders to deatht

On the inanimate side, we have succeeded in acquiring a second IBM PC
computer and, after many years discussion, a photocopier. Both these items
are already making a useful contribution to ocur operations, mot least because
competition for our first computer was threatenirg to lead to fatalities.




