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,Ancn.¿BotoctcAL WATCHING BRIEF REPoRT

CONTtrNl'S

Summary......,...,.,
1 Introduction.

I .1 I-ocation and scope ol wot'k
1.2 Geology ancl topoglaphy..,.......
1.3 Archaeological and irìstoricai backgrouud ... . ...

2 Èoject Aims and Methodology
2.1 Aims
2.2 lt4ethodolog¡

3 Rcsults
3,1 Description of deposits...........
3.2 Finds
3.3 Palaeo-enviroruneutal remains.... ... .. .

4 Discussiou and Conclusions...
Apperdix 1 ArchaeologìcaÌ Context Inventory. .. ...... . . .....

Appendix 2 Bibliography and Refcrences

Lrsl' otì lìrcuREs

Fig. 1 Site krcation
Fig. 2 Site kroation
Fig. 3 Site pia-n of loundations ald features

Cover Plate: View ofhouse lrom the proposed site of the garage.

Nct! Gîrn(cs. l,¡\'crtdoD Cìr'1rrgc. Olrrc\, lÌu(l(s OLCUr\\' 03

Á|!:lxtlioIoriciI II tchÌtt! l)ti¿l llctotl

.2

.2

.2

.2

.2

.2

.3

O Oxlord Archaeological Unit Ltd. octobcr'2004 lt ,, tvl .litît st¡itl.tn|ù/i' tt)/lLttwl,kl.l O l.\tltLJt KSú)l('tlla.du



Oxlbrd Àrchâcolofy Nc$,Cîrâgcs, l,1v0n(lon Grîngc, OhrcY, lì'rclts OLGWw 03
At cht¿o lor:ical Ùr chìì,g Iù i¿f Rqlo

SUMMARY

h June 2003 Oxford Archueolog¡t (OA) carried oul an archaeological
v)atching brief at Lavendon Grange, Olnel', Buclcinghamshit'e (NGR SP

9025 5365). The work wtts cornrnissioned b1' Ke Tpslul ProPerly Holding't
Ltd in advance of lhe construction of a neu' garage and workshttp. The

watching brief t'etealed no archaeological features or deposits relating lo

the lnown medieval abbey. A nunber of fealut'es lekúing to the l9th and
20tlt cetttury develr.tprnent oJ lhe g'ange werc rct'ealed including rubbish
pits and service trenclrcs.

INTRoDUCTIoN

1.1 Location and scope ofwork

1.1.1 In .Tune 2003 Oxford Archaeology (oA) canied out an atchaeological watching brief

ât Lâvendon Gmnge, Olney, Buckinghamshire (Fig, 1) The wolk was commissioned

by Kempston Property I'Ioldings Ltd in respect ofa planning application for the

construction of new garâge and wotkshop.

1.1.2 Al archaeological brief was discussccl with Brian Giggins, Archaeologist for the

Planning Dept olMilton Keynes Council so uo lortlal Writlen Scherne of
Investigation was prepated.

I.2 Geology rìnd topographl'

I.2.1 The site is located to the west of the village of l,avendon at c 70 m OD; the

underlying geology is Oxford clay / Boulder clay.

1.3 .Archaeologicalandhistoricalbackground

1.3.1 1-he achaeological background 1o the watching l.rrief was prepared form an earlier

walching briefreporl (OAU 2001) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 ll'he development site is located in an area ofpotential archaeological significance as

it is on or near the site of Lavendon Abbey, which was founded in 1154-58 by John

de Bidull, then sheliff of Buckinghamshire The foundation of Premoûstlate sian

Abbeys in England were predominantly supportecl by the rninor nobility, and

Laventlon Abbey was the only Premonstratensian Abbey in Buckinghamshire.

1.3.3 1Ïe Abbey was dissolved in 1536 and today very little survives to indicate either its

exact location or size and layout. 'Ihe Victoria County History of Buckinghamshire

states that 'some fragments ofthe moat surrounding the site exist to the west ofthe

village, and foundations have been discovered to the wost of them' (VCI'I, Bucks, IV,

p.379). An English Heritagc Inspectors report of 1992 (ef AA6299011) states tliat

the 'exact position of the abbey buildings, inclu<ling the church, is uncertain', and

that only fishponds and traces of a field system remain. The present sitc ofthe

Grange is thought likely to be situated on the Abbey buildings. 'Ihe Grange itself was

originally built c1625, probably with re-used stone from the Abbey (RCIIM(II) 1913

@ oxford Archaeologioal Unit Ltd, October 2004 1 \\.:; e rve r j \u s e rs\j in. tut tfo ft t\o'.I U\vb tuì l'} o R I''S\D U C KS\o LG If W ¿ ac



2.1

Orl¡r'(l 
^rcltäeologr

N¡\\ (;âì ¡¡¡cs, l-,ì\'¡:¡ì{ìorì GÌâDg., Olrìc\, lìncl(s Ot,C;\\'\\' (13

ú ( hftnl ùr: ¡ txtl lI:tk:hi, t t: B ì ì.1

- I{ístorical Monunìelìts of Lìuoliilrghamshile), a;rcl consisled of what is trov'the Wesl

S/ing aud the Bl er¡4rouse. 'fhe Grange u'as suLrsequcntl)' exteusivel¡' Iloclilied and

added to, wifh the South \À/ing bcing buiit late in the I 8th/early 19th ceirtury, and the

East \l/iDg itseifbeing built in 191 1 .

2 PRo.r[CT AIMS AND MIIT]]ODOLOCìI'

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence/abscnce, extent, colìditioll, qualily and date of
archaeological remains in 1he areas aflècted by thc development

2.1.2 To make available the lesults ofthe at'chaeological invcstigaiion.

2.2 Methodolog¡'

2.2.1 The site (Fig, 2) was first stripped ofLopsoil and then levelled using a CAT back hoe

loadet l¡'ith a ditching bucket. The forurdations were then narked out and cxcâvaLcd

q,ìth a 0.5 r¡ wide tooth bucket, These wele excavâted 1o a deptlt ol2 m due to the

decp roots oflhe surrounding trees.

2.2-Z All archaeologioal features were plâûned at a scalc oÍ 1:100 alld where excavated

their sections drawn al scales of 1:20, AII excavated featut es were pìrotograplìed

using colour slide and black ancl wbitc plinl ûlm. A general piroLoglaphic recotd of
ths work was made. Recotding folkrwed plocedulcs detailed tn tbe OAU Fiel¿lworl¡

Manual (ed. D Wilkinsol, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3,I Description of deposits

3,1.1 The excavation cut into the natural red brown clay (8). This was overlairt was by a

0.25 - 0.4 m thick liglrt yellowish brown silty ciay loarrr (3) ground rnake up. This

was sealed unde¡ a 0,2 m thick layer ofgley clay (2), which had been cul by two

features. fte ftrsl was a sub-ciI'cuiar lubbish pì1 with very stcep sloping sìdes ald
concave base. It measured 1,23 m x 0.78 m x 0.62 m and was filled by a dark brown

silty clay (5). l'he second was a large sub-circular pit with steep sloping sides and

concave base, which measurecl 2.6 m x 1.1 n x 0.44 m antl was filled by a dark

brown silty clay (7). These were all sealed below a 0.2 m thick dark grey brown silty

clay loam (1) topsoil (Fig. 3).

3.2 Finds

3.2.1 A number offilds were recovered ftom the t\ryo pits and consìsted ofthe fcìllowing:

Conlext 5 8 x Fragments of l9th century brick

2 x Fragments oftile

1 x Fragments of glass

c] Oxforcl Ârchaeologjcal Unit Ltd. October'2004 2\\ser¡,e¡ 3\urc¡t\ii¡n.nuntftnt\OÀLAuúRlìPOllIS\Bt.lCKS\Ol'GI/n/.¿o(:
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Atú4t¿bgic l ll/ tchit\i I]ti¿f'net'ot

Context 7 3 x Fragtnents olland drain

I x Fragurent ofglass

2 x Fragmcnts of tile

3.3 Palaco-environmentâlrenraills

3.3.1 No tleposits suitable îor elvirounental sampling were identified during the watchiDg

brret.

4 ÐrscusstoN AND CoNcLUstoNS

4.1.1 The results from the watching brief did not reveai any archaeological features in the

area ofthe new garage pre-dating building works in the 19th and 20th ceniury'

Although the site ìs within the precinct ofthe abbey, it had been untouched by

ground works and could be part of the gardens The site had been laised with

lanclscaping material lrom ground works from the later construction phases of the

grange. These had been cut by two 20th century garden rubbish pits and two rnodem

seryice trenches,

O Oxfor.cl Ar.chaeologic¡l Uuit Ltd. Octotrcr 2004 3\\server3\rsets\jìn;nttD(oftl\Ol1U\í)bRLPot?'l,t\BUCKS\OLGwW ¿Ò¿
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Árùú¿ t o ü,! i ùt I lth r dti try lì t i d Iì qn t l

Corûexl Tl,pc Depth llti¡lú IIe¡ghr Contuenls Fintls

I-ayei 0.2 m 'I'opsoil

2 l-aycr 0.2 nr Glound Makc Lrp

3 Layer 0.2 -4n Ground Makc up

4 Cut 0.62 m 0.78 m 1.23m Rubbish pit

Fill Fill ofpil

6 Cul 0.441\\ l.7 rn 2.3 n Iìubbisir pit

'7 Fill Fill ofpit

I Nâtu¡al Blouder Clay

API'IìNDICIìS

APPtrNDIXl AIìCH,TITOLOGICALCONTtrXTIN\/IìN].ORY

ÄPPITNDIX 2 ßIBLIOGRÄPHY AND RIITIIìRONCDS

oAU 2001 East lling' Lavendott Grunge' olnel', Iltrclcirtghanshir^e Archaeological

\l¡atching Blief l{eport

D Wilkirson Ed, 1992, OAU Fieldu,r¡rl¡ A[anual

APPIìNDIX 3 SUMMARY OF STTtr DEI'AILS

Sitc name: New Garages, West witlg, Lavendon Grange , Olney, Buckinghatnshire

Site code: OLGWW 03

Grid refcrence: NGR SP 9025 5365
Type ofwatching bricf: Ground works l'o:'the construction oftleu' garage and workshop

Date and duration of project: Two site visits fron the 10/6/03 to 11/6/03

Areâ of site: 15 ln x 10 m
Summar.y of results: The watching brìef revealed no archaeological featÛres ot deposits

r-elating to thc medieval abbey, A numbel ol rubbish pìfs and sorr/ioes relating to the 1 9th and

20th ceirtury development oftlie grange.

I.,ocation of alchivc: The alchive is currcntly held af OA, Janus .[louse, Osney Mead,

Oxford, OX2 0ËS, and will be dcposited with BuckingharÌrshire Count¡'Muscum, Tccl1lricaÌ

Celrlre, Tring Rd, llalron, Aylesbuty, Bucks HP22 5PJ in due coulse, u clei- thc following
accession numl¡er': ABYCM: 2003.121



the Landranger 1:50,000 scale by pêrmission of the
Survey on behalf ofThe Controller ol Her Majesty's Stalionery Office
O Crown Copyright 1988. All riahts reserved. L¡cence No. AL 100005569 Figure 1: Sitc location



Nl
Ð

O 50m

-

1:800 Figure 2: Site location



,v

I
r

Old service
4' ceramic pipe

Ð Swã lo:/@upubsl_ltoQ'OLGWWo3*OLGWw!'¡r'8¡Ncw Gt¡gcs, W6t Wing, L¿vmdon Gmge'MD'o4.10.04

I Fooþrint of proposed garage

Figure 3: Site plan of foundations and features
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Section line and number

Sect¡on through feature not illuslrated
w¡th sect¡on draw¡ng

L¡mit of excavation

Sondage / lnterior l¡mit of excavation

Fill line and number

Cut l¡ne ând number

Structure number

Unclear boundary

Stones

Hachures ìnd¡cate ¡ncl¡nat¡on of slope
ins¡de excavaled feature

Levels

Gr¡d poínt

Cont¡nuat¡on line (trench edge continues)

Key to Oxford Archaeology plans and sections
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