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Introduction

Aar externsion to the assessment of November 1988 was undertaken
im response to reguests for more detailed archaeclogical
information.

Four trenches were excaveted to locate precisely the Saxon Shore
fort wall in the SE of the site, the presence and position of the
bastion of the Saxon Shore fort in the SW of the site and the
condition and position of the Classis Britannica walls in the NW
of the site.

Summary

The Saxon Shore fort wall was located in moth trenches 1o the E
of the site and was found to lie slightly N of the line
predicted.

The bastion in the SW of the site was present and piles will have
to be moved to avoid it.

Part of the N perimeter wall of the Classis Britarmnica II1 fort
was located in the NW, and running roughly parallel to it, the

M wall of a contemporary barrack block. Beneath these, at right
angles, was the footing of a Classis Britannica I fort structure.
The walls here are mot well preserved. The centrsal pile of the

rew buildirng should miss these walis.

Trenches 7 and B (ﬁﬁ le-t}

1+ became desirable to pinpoint more exactly the position aof the
Sawxon Shore fort wall in the £ of the development site. The
variable compacticon of the ground in this aresa meant that the
building may have to sit on piles and mot a raft as previously
ernvisaged.

Two trenches were excavated inm the lower car park through the
backfill of previous archaeclogical excavations.

In trench 7 the Saxomn Bhore fort wall was located at 5.%3m 0D,
1t was faced extermally with chalk blocks 0.15 # 0.20m in size
but the facing did not survive internally. Ornly 0.80m of the
wall was exposed.



1n tremch 8 the facing (of chalk blocks €.10m=0.15m in size) did
survive internally, though only 0.28m was uncovered. Part of the
external face also existed. A large, roughly faced limestone
block sat on a course of flint. This was cut away to the E. The
maximum height of the wall was 5.68m 0OD.

The location of these two sectiorms of wall enabled us to be more
precise about the position of the Saxon Shore fort wall. It van
slightly further N than we had predicted.

Trerch 9 (F:ca V)

A bastion in the SW corner of the development site is marked on
the published plans but as it was Rot within known aresas of
excavation armd is not designated as having beer seen on these
plans it was unclear whether ite erxistence was real or
conjecture. flso it was essenbtial to know its exact position,
several piles had been poslitioned here.

Trench 9, large, irregular and stepped hole because of loose
spil, was ercavated. This area had been excavated before and the
bastion did exist. None of the Saxon Shore fort wall survived
to ocur excavation level; probably it had been robbed awsay. This
mad left the bastion, clearly a later addition, standing Tree
where it would have abutted the wall. Five courses of the fTacing
of the E part of the bastion were seen; the top course was of
tile and the others of fairly flat tufa slabs ©.08m-0.10m high
and from 0.153m—0.40m wide. This was cut away by & pipe trench.
The core of the bastion was chalk rubble and flint nodules im
Mard cream mortar. The maximum height of the bastion was 10,12
mo.

Trench 10 (Flca )
The survival to a high level of walls of the Classis Britannica

fort in the NW of the site has lesad to & revision of the scheme.
It iz proposed to house and display these remains below the

theatre which will be supported by a single central pile. Thus
it was crucial to be exact about the archaeclogy i the area o
this pile. The condition of the walls within the display aresa

was also of interest.

The N perimeter wall of the Classis Britannica II Tort was
located at a maximum height of %.57m 0D, the facing being at
9.27m OD. Only the inner face was exposed. Two to three COurses
of face chalk blocks survived, the blocks being gernerally @.10m
v 0.15%m in size. The moritar core of the wall was very loose and
sandy . Rurning roughly parallel to it, 2.80m away, was the N
wall of a barrack block. 1+ was C.48m wide and cut away to the
E by a later pit. It was fairly rough and only had a reasonable
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Ir trench 8 the ftacing (of chalk blocks O.10m—=G.15m in size) did

survive internally, though only C.28m was uricovered. Part of the
external face also existed. A large, roughly faced limestone
block sat on & course of flint. This was cut sway to the E. The

ma&x Limum height of the wall was 3.68m 0D,

The location of these two sections of wall enabled us to be more
precise about the position of the Saron Shore fort wall. It ran
slightly further N than we hasd predicted.

Trench @ ([:;,6B '&B

A bastion inm the SW corner of the development site is marked o©n
the published plans but as it was not withirm krown areas of
excavation and is not designated as having been seen on these
plans it was unclear whether its eristence was real  or
conjecture. Glso it was essential to krow its exact position,
segveral piles had been positioned here. ©

Trench 9, large, irregular and stepped hole hecause of loose

spil, was excavated, This area had been excavated before and the
bastion did exist. None of the Saxon Shore fort wall survived
to our erxcavation level; probably it had been robbed away. This

had left the bastiom, clearly a later addition, standing free
where it would have abutted the wall. Five courses of the Tacing
of the £ part of the bastion were seen; the top course was of
tile and the others of fairly flat tufa slabs 0.08Bm-0.10m high
armd from O.15m—0.40m wide. This was cut away by a pipe trench.
Tre core of the bastion was chalk rubble and flimt nodules in
hard cream mortar. The maximum height of the bastion was 10.1%
ma.

Trench 10 (th u}

The survival to a high level of walls of the Classis Britannica
fort in the NW of the site has lead to a revision of the scheme.
It is proposed to house and display these remains below the
theatre which will be supported by & single central pile. Thus
it was crucial to be exact about the archaeclogy in the area whi
this pile. The condition of the walls within the display area
was also of interest.

The N perimeter wall of the Classis Britannica II Tort was
located at a maximum height of 92.37m 0D, the fauing being st
9.27m OD. Only the inmer face was exposed. Two to three courses
of face chalk blocks survived, the blocks being generally 0.10m
w O0.1%m in size. The mortar core of the wall was very louvse andg
SanaGY . Running roughly parallel to it, ?.80m away,y was the N
wall of a barracik block. 1t was 0.48m wide and cut awsy to the
£ by a later pit. It was fairly rough and only had a reasonable
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face to the N {(external) side where a maximum of five courses
remained up to 9.47m OD. It, two, was constructed of chalk
Blocks. In the W-E section of the excavation, on the 8 edge of
the pit, a small part of a cross wall of this builiding was
Ghserved.

Rumning NNW-SSE below these walls was the footing of a wall of

the Classis Britamnica I fort. This was a cross wall of a large
building running roughly E-W which lay outside the Classis

Britannica I fort. The N wall of this bhildimg was obscured by
the Classis Britanrnica II perimeter wall. The footing was of
rammed chalk, O.i4m of which remained. It had beern cut away to

the &, ? for the Classis Britannica Il barrack wall, though its
line was still clearly visible.

The excavation demomstrated that all these walls had been left
in situ, though it is suspected that secticns may have been cut
through in places. The preservation of the walls in this central
area is not good, and, as elsewhere, medieval and later activity
has been destructive. The best survival of archaeoclogy will be

to the W of mMere. To the E the walls have been cut away by the
Saxor Shore fort terrace and it is hoped that this has already
been noted by the design team. The central pile should miss

these walls.

Giil Hey
February 1989
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TRENCH 7

EXTERNAL FACE OF
SAXON SHORE FORT
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TRENCH 9
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