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ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP

Northmoor Trust = Wittenham Clumps Implementatic;n

" Access Options to Castle Hill Clump - Overview
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Introduction: _

As part of the current historic restoration of Wittenham Clumps Scott Wilson has:,been commissioned by
the Northmoor Trust to develop options for the restoration of the access points to Castle Hill hilifort. The
hillfort is designated as schedule ancient monument and suffers currently from erosion at its several
entrance points, As the result of that the main objectives for the design options of the access points have
been: _ .
1. To control erosion at the entrance points to the hilifort

2. To assess the possibility to accommodate disabled access to the hillfort

3. To develop options that are visually pleasing and in keeping with the current landscape setting

4. To develop options that have minimal direct impacts such as foundations on the schedule ancient

monument in order to obtain consent from English Heritage

The study has been cohcéntrated on the. Mo main access points to Castle Hill, the southern entrahce
connecting the car park with the hillfort and the western entrance allowing access from Round Hill

Clump. : .
In discussion with representatives of the Northmoor Trust the followmg options have been considered

and assessed v s

Option 1 — Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track and freestanding timber st_éps

-~ Option 2 — Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track and ramp for disabled access

Option 3 — Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track only
Option 4 — Bridge across Castle Hill ditch.in new location
Option 5 - Western access point: Proposed bridge across Castle Hill ditch to replace existing steps

Option 6 — Western access point: Resurfacing of existing steps

Figure: Plan showing the location of different options

&,

‘Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX1 4 >1 DZ, Tel 01 9235 555535, Fax 01235 553203

Scow
"wilson



Northmoor Trust = Wittenham Clumps Implementation

ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP

Option 1 - Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track and freestanding timber steps

e L = Scope:
haed [ | <L e To provide free-standing timber steps alongside maintenance track to minimise erosion to existing maintenance track by offering pedestrians an
E i <o alternative route
* Maintenance track to be resurfaced and retained for maintenance purpose only; resurfacing aims to stop further erosion to access points.
Resurfacing is likely to require some excavation for provision of subbase

waaf N
s /oftge WL,

RATIRAY
W -..-\. \»

Advantages:
* Reduce wear on existing maintenance track
e Reduce conflict between pedestrians and maintenance vehicles on the track

Disadvantages:

Visually relatively intrusive

Some direct impacts on ancient monument caused by foundations to timber steps — approval from English Heritage (EH) questionable
Acceptance/use by visitors questionable

Wheelchair access greater than 1:20

Figure 1.2 & 1.3: Photo of existing view, sketch of resurfaced maintenance track and freestanding steps

Scott Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01235 555535, Fax 01235 553203 wilson



ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP

Northmoor Trust = Wittenham Clumps Implementation
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Option 2: Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track and ramp for disabled access

Scope:

e Maintenance track to be resurfaced and retained for maintenance purpose only

» Ramp to be build to ease disabled access

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

Visually very intrusive

Relatively high cost implication
Solution very likely not acceptable by EH

Conflict between maintenance track and ramp as ramp has to cross track
Gradient too steep to allow unsupported disabled access; gradient approx. 1:8

High direct impact on ancient monument because of foundations and fixings;

e Gradient of ramp less steep (approx. 1:8) than gradient of maintenance track at steepest location (approx. 1:5); however gradient does not
fulfil legal requirements for disabled access (official requirements for 10m or more -1 :20)

Scor

Scott Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01 235 5555635, Fax 01235 553203 wilson



ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP

Northmoor Trust - Wittenham Clumps Implementation
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Figure 3.2 & 3.3: Photo of existing view, sketch of resurfaced maintenance track

Option 3 - Southern access point: Resurfacing of maintenance track only

Scope:

Resurface maintenance track to minimise erosion; proposed surfacing material: hardcore or some compacted gravel surface

L ]
* Increase level at bottom of steep slope to ease access to the monument -
e Stabilise sides to maintenance track, especially on top of ancient monument where track is eroded ,Up walf
* Maintenance track to be used by maintenance vehicles and pedestrians

Advantages:

* Visually in keeping with the surrounding landscape character
® Minimal impact on ancient monument

® Low cost implication

Disadvantages:
* Steep slope; no easy access for people with walking disabilities;

Shared track might cause occasional conflict between pedestrians and vehicles
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Scoft Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01235 555535, Fax 01235 553203 wilson



ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP

Northmoor Trust - Wittenham Clumps Implementation

Scope:

Advantages:

P el foe
Exisnirac, Fajry-
|

Disadvantages:

Figure 4.2 & 4.3: Photo of existing view, sketch of bridge across Castle Hill ditch

Option 4 - Bridge across Castle Hill ditch in new location

*» Proposed timber bridge across Castle Hill ditch; location half way between southern and western access point
* Retain maintenance track for occasional maintenance access; resurface track in hardcore
e Mark additional route to new access point

¢ Provision of disabled access
* Visually relatively un-intrusive as partly screened by existing vegetation
* Bridge across ditch in most suitable location as ditch is narrowest at this point

High cost implication

Requirement of structural engineer to design bridge

Foundations and fixing will cause high direct impact on ancient monument
Provision of access track to bridge necessary

_T— 4

sGou

Scott Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01235 555535, Fax 01235 553203 wilson




Northmoor Trust - Wittenham Clumps Implementation

1 | Option 5 - Western access point: Proposed bridge across Castle Hill ditch to replace existing steps

i@ﬁfw 5/6 o | Scope:

| -+ R be . . .
P ! [ e Proposed timber bridge to replace steps at western access point
L am.:"“‘;\"?:f.';:‘im ) ' / |

"‘:.;.’., & ‘\ ;;;::“” D STWNST )
= m&;\:u N Advantages:
N \ R\ e Provision of disabled access

\ 3 ‘. 2p g e . e Control of further erosion

N T o e
o VO o
\ my Disadvantages:
///w L * Very long span of bridge because ditch is relatively wide in this location
P_i{:’,'_?é;',',""' et * Bridge would cross ditch in a steep angle
i e o Visually very intrusive
e il e High cost implication
A g * Structural engineer necessary to develop design of bridge
- ;‘:mm:;géfig___fi_:—f; * Foundations and fixing will cause relatively high direct impact on ancient monument: option likely to be unacceptable to EH

Figure 5.1: Plan view of option 5

e —_—ee e

Figure 5.2 & 5.3: Photo of existing view, sketch of bridge across Castle Hill ditch at Western access point (Round Hill)

Scon
Scott Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01235 555535, Fax 01235 553203 wilson



' " Northmoor Trust ~ Wittenham Clumps Implementation
ACCESS OPTIONS TO CASTLE HILL CLUMP '

Conclusion:

Based on the assessment above option 3-'resurfacing of the maintenance track only' is the preferred option for the southern entrance, It is visually least intruSive, has minimum impact on the ancient monument
and has a low cost implication. Although this option does not provide disabled access as such it avoids steps and should enable disabled people to access the monument if they are accompanied and supported
by other people. It is suggested to raise the ievels at the existing ramp across castle hill ditch in order to flatten gradient at steepest section at top part of the access track. '

In respect of the western entrance option 6 - ‘resurfécing of the existing steps’ is the preferred solution as it is visually un-intrusive, has no impact on the ancient monument and is most cost effective. It is not
sensible to accommodate disabled access at this point as option 5, if feasible at all, would have a very high cost implication as well as an adverse effect on the setting and make up of the ancient monument.

If it is proposed to provide disabled access as such option 4 appears most feasible as it blends in the landscape reasonably well. However, it has a high cost implication and a high impact on the ancient
monument. It also has to be considered that a surfaced track would have to be provided to the starting point of the bridge. '

Scon
Scott Wilson, 4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, Abingdon Business Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ, Tel 01235 555535, Fax 01235 553203 witson
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Oxford Archaeology
Janus House

Osney Mead

Oxford

0X2 OES

t: (01865) 263800

f: (01865) 793496

e mail@oxfordarch.co.uk

w: www.oxfordarch.co.uk

. 24th March 2005

Mrs U Patel

DCMS .
Architecture & Historic Environment Division(2)
2-4 Cockspur Street

London SW1Y 5DH

Dear Mrs Patel

Re: Scheduled Monument Application for Castle Hill, Oxfordshire SAM 208

Please find-enclosed an application form submitted on behalf of the Northmoor Trust
for consent for the erection of a deer-proof fence around the beech clump within this
monument. The SMC form is accompanied by two copies of 2 drawings: :
Figure 1 shows the location of the proposed works in relation to the monument and
buried archaeology revealed by geophysical survey showing the area of the proposed
works. (The trenches shown for reference are those excavated in 2003 with SMC). _
Figure 2 shows the nature of the gates that are proposed at three locations along the

fence.

Please also find enclosed 2 copies of a three-page document explaining the
archaeological implications of the work, and the proposed mitigation methods, as
discussed with C Welch, Inspector for English Heritage. .

The protective fence will assist in the regeneration of the historic beech clump first
planted in the 18th century, and thus the preservation of an important local landmark.
There is also a growing Health and Safety issue, as a number of the standing beech
trees are becoming unstable, and the sooner the clump is fenced off from public

access the better.

We have already talked through our proposals with the English Heritage Inspector
Chris Welch, who has advised us on the appropriate mitigation measures. He has also
said that he will be happy to deal with this application as soon as you can send it
through to him, so I would be very grateful if you would pass the papers to him as
quickly as possible, and following receipt of his approval, process the application as
speedily as you can. :

Yours sincerely

Tim Allen

Director and Chiet Executive:
David Jennings BA MIFA FSA

Privete Limited Company Number: 1618587
Fegistered Charity Number: 285627

Aegistered Oifice: Oxford Archaeoclogical Unit L1d,
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxterd OX2 0ES



Proposed deer-proof fence at Castle Hill, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire
1 Introduction

1.1 The Northmoor Trust, who own and manage the Scheduled Ancient
Monument of Castle Hill (Oxfordshire SAM 180), propose to erect a deer-proof fence
around the beech clump in the centre of the hillfort, both to protect the trees from
further damage, and to exclude the public from the clump due to the danger from aged
falling trees.

A plan showing the proposed location of the fence is provided on Figure 1.

‘1.2 The fence posts, driven 0.6 - 0.9 m into the ground, will be erected at intervals
of approximately 3:5 m along the proposed line. The larger posts will be 0.15 m in
diameter, the smaller ones only 0.10 m, so that the percentage destruction along the
fence line will be between 3% and 4%.

2 Archaeological background information

2.1 Information on the known archaeology of the hillfort interior was provided in
‘the Castle Hill Project Design (OA 2003). Aerial photographs of the hillfort interior
held at the NMR have not revealed any significant cropmarks. A geophysical survey
carried out by English Heritage in 2002 however indicated the major features within
the defences (Payne 2002), and this was supplemented by trenching undertaken by.
Oxford Archaecology in 2003. A Post Excavation Assessment and Updated Project
Design has now been produced summarising the results of the trenching (Lamdin-
Whymark and Allen 2005). The location of the proposed fence in relation to the
geophysical anomalies and excavated trenches is shown in Figure 1.

2.2 Archaeological features detected by geophysical survey around the edge of the
clump were few. The only certainly sensitive locations relating to the proposed fence
are where the hilltop enclosure ditch enters the clump on the south and east, and
where it runs along the edge of the clump on the north. It should however be noted
that no geophysical survey was possible in the 2-3m immediately adjacent to the
woodbank surrounding the clump, as recent tree growth has extended beyond the
bank (Payne 2002, Figure 4). Further discrete features like the pits found at the north

. end of Trench 3 could therefore exist in this area. The trees are relatively young, and
their roots may therefore not yet have caused much damage to any surviving
archaeological features.

23 Excavations around the hilltop revealed only a few features that were not
revealed by the geophysical survey (see Trench 6), and no postholes at all. This may
genuinely reflect the character of use of the hilltop, or may be the result of the
ploughing of the hilltop from the late medieval period to the late 20th century, which
has truncated archaeological features both within the clump and outside. Whatever the
reason, it is unlikely that many small and orlgmally shallow features dug into the
hilltop still survive.



2.4  The depth of topsoil was established in several locations around the top of the
hillfort, namely:

the north end of Trench 3 (Flgure 3) : 0.15-0.20 m-
the west end of Trench 4 (Figure 4) 0.22-0.28 m
the north end of Trench 5 extension (Figure 5) 0.25-0.30 m
the south side of Trench 6 (Figure 6) 0.20m

2.5  These sections demonstrate that the depth of topsoil/ploughsoil immediately
outside the boundary of the clump varies from 0.15 to 0.28 m. The depth within the
clump is similar, but a greater depth of soil cover (0.4 - 0.5 m) is present on the
woodbank marking the edge of the clump. The woodbank and the planting furrows
crossing the interior of the clump are themselves unusual survivals of the 18th century
landscaping of the hilltop, and as such an important part of the history of the
Scheduled monument. '

3 Proposed route and proposed mitigation measures associated with the
construction of the deer fence

3.1 Following discussion with the English Heritage Inspector Chris Welch it is
proposed to locate the fence along the top of the woodbank surrounding the clump
wherever possible, to minimise the depth to-which driven posts will penetrate the -
ground, and any potential archaeological deposits, beneath.

3.2 Should it be necessary to clear any trees outside the woodbank around the
edge of the clump for access, trees will as far as possible be sawn off at ground level
and then left to rot in situ rather than being grubbed out. Should any substantial trees
need to be felled and removed, or any fallen trees need to have their roots excavated,
this will be carried out under archaeological supervision and any exposed
“archaeological features planned and recorded.

3.3 Ifany significant areas are cleared (upwards of 120 sq. m), the opportunity
will be taken to carry out a geophysical survey of this area, in order to add to the
English Heritage survey carried out in 2002, and to establish whether any significant
archaeological features exist along the proposed line of the fence. This will be carried
out by volunteers with experience of geophysical survey using a Geoscan 256
gradiometer, and the survey will be supervised and the results interpreted with the
assistance of Alister Bartlett.

3.4  Ifssignificant buried archaeological features are revealed by survey along the
. line of the fence, the fence posts should if possible be spaced to miss them.

3.5 At the three gate locations, the holes for the gate posts (six in all), and the
shallow trenches linking each pair of gate posts, will be excavated by hand and
recorded by staff from Oxford Archaeology. Archacological excavation and recording
will be carried out following the procedures 1aid down in the OA Fieldwork Manual
(ed. Wilkinson 1992). A drawn record of any archaeological features will be made at
an appropriate scale, and a photographic record made. The exact locations of the
hand-excavated interventions will be located by the OA survey team.



3.6  Should any finds and/or features be discovered, these will be written up by
Oxford Archaeology as instructed by the Northmoor Trust together with the
discoveries from the trenches excavated in 2003, through an addendum to the Castle
Hill Post-Excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design (Lamdin-Whymark and
Allen 2005) agreed with the English Heritage Inspector Chris Welch.

4 Bibliography

Lamdin-Whymark, H, and Allen, T, 2005 Castle Hill, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire:
Post-excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design, unpublished client report
prepared by Oxford Archaeology on behalf of the Northmoor Trust for English
Heritage.

OA 2003 Project Design for Castle Hill, Wittenham Clumps, Oxfordshire, unpublished
client report prepared on behalf of the Northmoor Trust for English Heritage. :

Payne, A, 2002 Castle Hill or Sinodun Hill Camp, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire:
Report on Geophysical Survey, June 2002, Centre for Archaeology report 70/2002.

’ Wilkinson, D, (ed) 1992 Oxford Archdeological “Unit Fieldwork Manual.
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5. List of plans and drawings accompanying the application
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1/We hereby apply for scheduled monument consent for the works described in this application and shown

on the accompanying plans and drawings. -

Signature %.9—2»——\ : i : Date ol .

*on behalf of _ TOE- Mo ¢TH Yoo & T ET
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NOTE -The Secretary of State may refuse to entertain an application for scheduled monument consent unless it is
: accompanied by one or other of the following certificates signed by or on behalf of the. applicant.

Forms of Certificate
- for the Purposes of Paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 1 to the Act

7

Certificate in-accordance with paragraph 2(1)(a)

Itis hereby certified that no person other than the applicant was the owner (x) of the monument to
which the accompanying application relates at the beginning of the period of twenty-one days which
ended on the date of the application. '

Signature %’Q’a""\ | | Date ’?/OZ/%S— ‘

\J

Certificate in accordance with 2()(!':)

It is hereby certified that the applicant has given the requisite notice (w} of the accompanying applica-
tion to all the persons other than the applicant who, at the beginning of the period of twenty-one days
which ended on the date of the application, were owners (x) of the monument to which the application
relates, namely (y}: )

’

Name

Signature




It is hereby certified -

(1) that the applicant is unable to issue a 'cer_tiﬁc-ate in accordance with either paragraph 2(1} {a) or
2(1) (b) of Schedule 1 to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979;

(2) that the applicant has given the requisi‘té notice (w) of the accompaying application to the
following persons who, at the beginning of the period of twenty-one days which ended on the date of
the application, were owners (x) of the monument to which the application relates, namely (y):

Name ' i Address

and

{(3) that the applicant has taken such steps as are reasonably open to him to ascertain the names
and addresses of the remainder of the persons who at the beginning of that period were owners {x] of
that monument and has been unable to do so.

Signature

. Certificate in accordance with 2(1)(d).

It is hereby certified that the applicant is unable to issue a certificate in accordance with paragraph 2(1)
(a) of Schedule 1 to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, but has taken such
steps as are reasonably open to him to ascertain the names and addresses of the other persons who,
at the beginning of the period of twenty-one days which ended on the date of the application, were
owners (x) of the monument to which the application relates and has been unable to do so.

Signature

Form AM112A

"Owner means a person who is for the time being owner in respect of the fee simple
in the monument or is entitled to a tenancy ¢’ the monument granted or extended for
a term of years certain, of which not less than seven years remain unexpired.

Insert names and addresses.




Tel 02072112362
Fax 02072116130

urvashi.patel@
culture.gsi.gov.uk

Architecture and Historic
Environment Division

2-4 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y 5DH
www.culture.gov.uk

Mr. Tim Allen Your Ref o
Oxford Archaeology = Our Ref  HSD 9/2/5155 & 51564
Janus House RECEMVED b
Osney Mead 17 MAY 2008 16 May 2008

Oxford

ox2oes o\ aae--

Dear Mr. Allen,

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREAS ACT 1979 (AS
AMENDED) —SECTION 2

PROPOSED WORKS AT SINODUM HILL CAMP, LITTLE WITTENHAM, SOUTH
OXFORDSHIRE, OXFORDSHIRE

COUNTY MONUMENT NO. OXON 208

APPLICATION BY THE NORTHMOOR TRUST

1. | refer to your letter dated 25 April 2008 which you advised that you wish
to amend your original application for scheduled monument consent dated 02
December 2002, submitted in respect of proposed works to the above named
scheduled monument, for which consent was granted by the Department’s letter
of 02 April 2003.

2. The requested amendment is for a 1 year extension to the time limit
placed on the submission of a report on the works as detailed in condition 3{vi),
which reads as follows:

“* A report on the works shall be submitted to an appropriate journal in a form
suitable for publication within five years of the completion of the fieldwork
permitted by this consent. Copies of the submitted report shalt be sent to the
Inspector of Ancient Monuments and to the Oxfordshire Sites and Monuments
Record.”

3. Mr. Chris Welch, Inspector of Ancient Monuments at English Heritage, has
confirmed in his e-mail of the 13 May 2008 to this Department that he is happy
for the amendment to be added to the original consent.
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Architecture and Historic
Environment Division

4. Acopy of this letter is sent to:

Mr. Chris Welch

Inspector of Ancient Monuments
English Heritage

SE Region

Eastgate Court

195-205 High street

Guildford

Surrey

" GU1 3EH;

Mr. Dan Bashford

Field Monument Warden
Alpha Cottage

The Millham

West Hendred

Wantage

0OX12 8RN;

“and to

Mr. Brian Durham

Oxford City Archaeologist
Oxford City Council
Ramsey House

10 St. Ebbes

Oxford, OX1 1PT.

Yours faithfully

Ufubel

URVASHI PATEL (Mrs.)
Heritage Protection Branch
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Oxford Archaeology Castle Hill, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

SUMMARY

On January $th 2007, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an
archaeological watching brief at Castle Hill, Little Wittenham,
Oxfordshire (NGR: SU 565 927). The work was commissioned by the
North Moor Trust in advance of the excavation of 45 tree planting slots
within the area of the Scheduled Monument. The watching brief revealed
that all the slots were wholly contained within the existing layer of topsoil
and tree mould and no underlying deposits were exposed. No significant
archaeology was encountered.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Loecation and scope of work

1.1.1  On January 2007, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching
brief at Castle Hill, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire (NGR: SU 565 927). The work
was commissioned by the North Moor Trust in respect of an application for
Scheduled Monument Consent for the excavation of tree planting slots within the
scheduled area.

1.1.2  OA prepared an Assessment of the Impact of New Planting Proposal detailing the

. archaeological implications of the work and proposed mitigation methods. Following

discussions with Chris Welsh, the English Heritage Inspector a programme of
mitigation measures was agreed.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1  The site is situated approximately 5 km north-west of the town of Didcot (Fig. 1).
The area under evaluation lies within the deer fenced enclosure spanning a Late
Bronze Agé Enclosure ditch at the summit of a hill known as “Castle Hill”, located
at Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire. The site stands at ¢105m above OD and is 0.7
hectares in area. The underlying geology is alluvium over Totternhoe stone/Lower
chalk Geological Survey of England and Wales sheet no 254). '

1.3  Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 A short archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared using an English
Heritage (EH) document and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 Castle Hill (SAM Oxfordshire'208), is an Iron Age hillfort defended by multiple
ramparts and a deep intervening ditch. The internal area of the fort is approximately
4.5 hectares and is largely under grass ley with the exception of the 0.7 hectare
“clump” of beech woodland on the flatter summit area of the hill planted in the
1790s. The defences are placed down the sides of the hill and much of the internal
area consists of sloping ground. Ploughing in the past within the hillfort has revealed
pieces of pottery from at least the early Iron Age onwards. The hillfort was the focus

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2007 i _
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for a larger region, and around it’s outer ramparts traces of an early Iron Age
settiement has been found. The major valley fort of Dyke Hills (SAM Oxfordshire
17), lies less than a kilometre to the north of Castle Hill, on the opposite bank of the
Thames.

1.3.3 The land containing the hillfort forms part of the 101 hectare Little Wittenham
Nature Reserve owned and managed by the Northmoor Trust. This area, together
with adjacent wood-capped Round Hill to the west, is collectively known as
Wittenham Clumps. (EH, 2002). '

2  PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 . Aims

211 To identify and record the presence or absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2 To signal, before the destruction of the material in question, the discovery of a
significant archaeologicat find, for which the resources allocated are not sufficient to
support a treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard. All groundworks will be
halted until the remains have been suitably investigated and dealt with by the
attending archaeologist.

2.1.3  To make available the results of the archaeological investigation.

2.2  Methodology

2.2.1 The tree planting slots were hand excavated using a spade. This was inserted the full
depth of the blade and levered from side to side to produce a tapered slot 0.2 m
across and 0.3 m deep, measuring 0.12 m at the widest point.

2.2.2 A plan showing the location of the tree planting slots was produced at a scale of
1:500 (Fig. 2). A representative sample of the planting slots were photographed using
colour slide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of the
work was also made Recording followed procedures detailed in the OA Field Manual
(ed. D Wilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

3.1.1 The exposed topsoil was a layer of dark grey-brown silt loam (1000) becoming
lighter in colour towards the southern edge of the site. All the excavations were
wholly contained within this layer and no other stratigraphy was exposed.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2007 2
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3.2 Finds

3.2.1 No dating evidence earlier than the late 20th century was recovered during the course
of the watching brief. This was evaluated on site but was not retained.

\

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1 No deposits suitable for palacc-environmental sampling were encountered during the
course of the watching brief.

4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The soil structure exposed during the course of the watching brief was consistent
with accumulated topsoil and leaf mould. No archaeologically significant deposits or
structures were encountered during the watching brief.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. January 2007 3
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context Type Depth Comments Finds Date
1000 Layer >035m Topsoil and leaf mould Cans, plastic Post-
wrappers medieval

APPENDIX2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

EH, 2002 Castle Hill, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire : Report on Geophysical Survey

IFA, 2001 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs

OAU, 1992 Field Manual (1st edition ed. Wilkinson D)

APPENDIX3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Castle Hill Clump, Little Wittenham, Oxfordshire

Site code: LWCHL06

Grid reference: SU 565 927

Type of watching brief: 45 Hand dug tree planting slots.

Date and duration of project: 9th January 2007, 1 day

Area of site: 0.8 hectares

Summary of results: All excavations were within topsoil/leaf mould, no archaeology was
encountered. ‘

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0OES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number: OXCMS:2003.82

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. January 2007 4
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