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SUMMARY

Between September 2007 and January 2008, Oxford Archaeology (OA)
carried out an archaeological watching brief on land between Broad
Hinton (NGR: SU 105 769) and Avebury (NGR: SU 097 699) in Wiltshire.
The work was commissioned by Scottish and Southern Energy Plc (SSE)
in advance of the burial of overhead power lines. The watching brief
revealed examples of earlier field boundaries, chalk and clay quarry pits,
2 hollow ways and a possible trackway and several pits. All the datable
archaeological features relate to the post-medieval period. No evidence
for continuations of the stone circle or processional avenues north of
Avebury was observed.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scopeof work

111

112

1.13

Between September 2007 and January 2008, Oxfarldagology (OA) carried out
an archaeological watching brief on land betweesaBrHinton (NGR: SU 105 769)
and Avebury (NGR: SU 097 699) in Wiltshire (Fig. The work was commissioned
by Scottish and Southern Energy Plc (SSE) in r&spfea proposal to bury existing
overhead power lines as part of an ongoing scherheautify the World Heritage
Site.

A project brief was set by Sue Farr of the Wilteh@ounty Archaeological Service.

OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation datahow it would meet the
requirements of the brief (OA, 2007).

1.2 Location, geology and topography

121

The development area is a linear cable trench pfaxmately 5.5 km length, that
runs from adjacent to the Avebury Museum almost mgh to Manor Farm, Broad
Hinton. The cable trenches were cut through opemléand primarily in use as
grazing pastures or arable fields. The underhgeglogy is alluvium over lower
chalk in the area of Broad Hinton with a band ofleyagravel running between
Winterbourne Monkton and west of Avebury (GeolobiBarvey of Great Britain
sheet no. 266). The level of the trench runs frepreximately 153 m AOD at
Avebury rising gradually to 192 m AOD at Broad Hint

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the watching bwvees prepared for the WSI for the

project (OA, 2007) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 Avebury along with Stonehenge forms England’s mfztous and culturally

powerful collection of prehistoric monuments. 1886 Avebury was designated a
World Heritage Site (WHS) under the UNESCO Worldikége Convention. Much

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 1
S\PROJECTS\Wiltshire WI\7577 Avebury Power WB\WbREP.doc



Oxford Archaeology Avebury Power Cable Burial

Archaeological Watching Brief Report

1.3.3

1.3.4

135

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

1.3.9

1.3.10

has been written about Avebury and it's associateduments, indeed it is beyond
the scope of this document to detail the archaémdbgnd historic background to the
WHS. English Heritage, in 1998 published the AvgbMorld Heritage Site
Management Plan which details the then known sibegpnuments and historic
buildings within the WHS and their current statel fanduse (EH, 1998).

As part of the background of the watching briefesldop survey was undertaken in
order to determine the character of any known sitesg the line of the proposed
cable trench. This information has been drawn ftbm Management Plan (EH,
1998) and from a recent search of the Sites andultents Records (SMR). Whilst
the SMR records over 330 sites within the WHS, @angmall number of known sites
are known to be directly effected by the cable dhenOf these there are only three
known sites on the route of the new cabling. Titessare set out from the southern
end of the proposed works and following the worksheey progress northward.

NGR: SU 096 699 - Field North of Manor Farm

Works here were originally conceived to be the beiig of the cabling process.
This part of the scheme will now be undertakenhassecond phase, after works at
Manor Farm Winterbourne Monkton (see below).

Data provided by Wiltshire County Council Archaagtml Service in the form of
plotted cropmarks show that the field immediatedyth of Manor Farm (and indeed
most of the environs) are cluttered with archaeickigfeatures. The features
comprise what appear to be multi-phase enclosur@slifches including possible hut
circles. Some of the features appear as earthwamkthe ground. These features
respect and almost completely avoid the north-sbotindary of the field formed by
a stream.

SSE PIc have elected to cut the trench as clogetoourse of the stream as possible,
in order to minimise the detrimental impact on éinehaeological remains.

NGR: SU 095 717(centred) - Manor Farm, Winterbourne Monkton

As the route of the cable trench is followed norhds, it passes through the fields
owned by and immediately west of Manor Farm. Thist pf the route falls within
the vicinity of Windmill Hill (780 m to the west)ral a number of barrow mounds
including at least one long barrow.

Because of the proximity of known Ancient Monumer8SE Plc have elected to
undertake open cut trenching here to mitigate aisyudbance to archaeological
features or deposits. Trenching to the north andhsis to be carried out with mole
trenches.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 2
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1.3.11 NGR: SU 098 742 - Ste of Medieval Village of Richardson

1.3.12 At this point on the route the cable trench iskiot@long the eastern boundary of the
field containing the known remains and earthworkthe former medieval village of
Richardson, south of Rabson Manor in WinterbourassBtt. As with the route at
Manor Farm, Avebury the route here is designed iaimise the risk to the
archaeological remains.

1.3.13 NGR: 104 769 - Manor Farm, Broad Hinton

1.3.14 This is the northernmost end of the proposed rantkthe final stretch of open cut
trenching. Broad Hinton has its origins in thediegal period and it is thought that
the fields to the south and west of the presentsddlement may contain deposits
relating to the medieval history of the village.

2 PROJECT AIMSAND METHODOLOGY
2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence or absencengxtondition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected byévelopment.

2.1.2 To preserve by record any archaeological deposifsaiures that may be disturbed
or destroyed during the course of any intrusivaugdworks.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the archaeolognagstigation.
2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The work of burying the power cable was undertaksnopen trenching on its
passage through archaeologically sensitive ardaswhatching brief was undertaken
as a continuous archaeological presence duringeticavation of the trench. The
trench was dug by a tracked excavator fitted with.4a m wide toothless bucket.
Excavation proceeded in spits until the requiregdtideof excavation (1.2 m) was
achieved. The sides and base of the trench weselglexamined for archaeological
evidence and the spoil was examined for datingesndd. Because of the width of the
trench and the unstable nature of the groundeatbnding was done from the top of
the trench.

2.2.2 Plans showing the extent and location of thesechresi were maintained during the
course of the work with the location of any obsdraechaeological features noted.
Where any archaeological features were observead gbetions were recorded at a
scale of 1:20. All features and any recorded sestigere photographed using colour
slide and black and white print film. A general piagraphic record of the work was
also made. Recording followed procedures detaifethé OA Field Manual (ed D
Wilkinson, 1992).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 3
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

3.15

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

The fieldwork was conducted within 4 distinct gesggnical locations and these will
be described separately followed by an overalludision and conclusion.

NGR. SU 096 699 - Fields North of Manor Farm, Avebury (Fig. 3)

These works consisted of approximately 650 m leindth.4 m wide by 1.3 m deep
trenching dug from the west bank of a tributaryhef River Kennet, through fields to
the north of Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe to theskirts of the village of Avebury.

In the field immediately west of the tributary bietRiver Kennet a series of probable
field boundary ditches were observed.

As the trench approached the western edge of #éié & north-south feature was
encountered (Fig. 6, Section 10).

The underlying natural chalk (34) was encounterec aepth of 0.55 m below
ground level. Cut into the surface of this depo&it a 2.3 m wide ditch with steeply
sloping sides (37). The depth of the trench atpbist was insufficient to expose the
base of the feature. This was a north-south aligeature running approximately
parallel to the existing western boundary of tleédfi The lowest recorded part of this
feature was filled by a light brown clay silt (36hose depth was in excess of 0.3 m.
The remainder of the ditch was filled by a 0.4 reldeposit of pale brown clay silt
(35). This was sealed by a 0.35 m deep layer cbredn silt clay (33), a probable
earlier phase of ploughsoil. Overlying this was.250m deep layer of dark grey-
brown clay loam (32) the present day topsoil amfl tu

This ditch is a probable old field boundary, polsfilled in when the 18th and 19th
century field boundaries were established. Sinceatier phase of ploughsoil (33)
seals the ditch fills it suggests that this ditclyrbe medieval in origin.

As the trenching turned southwards, a small pi$ wacountered (Fig. 6, Section
11). This was a circular feature with vertical sid89) cut into the surface of the
natural chalk, 34. This feature was only visiblghe western side of the trench, but
could be seen partially in plan as the trench wasawated. The pit was
approximately 0.8 m in diameter and 0.55 m deewas filled by a dark red-brown
clay silt (38), which unfortunately failed to praguany dating evidence.

Located approximately 30 m further south was amwast oriented ditch, (41) (Fig.
5, Section 12). This was cut into the top of theure chalk 34 and measured 2.7 m
wide with a depth in excess of 0.8 m. The proffi¢his ditch was similar to Ditch 37
and is probably associated with it. The ditch wied with a pale red-brown clay silt
(40), which again did not produce any dating eviderThese fills were sealed by a

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 4
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3.1.9

3.1.10

3.1.11

3.1.12

3.1.13

3.1.14

0.25 m deep layer of the silt clay subsoil (33) and.2 m deep layer of the topsoil
(32).

A second east-west running ditch was encounterptbajmately 60 m further to the
south (44) (Fig. 6, Section 13). This ditch disgldya similar profile to Ditch 41,
with steeply sloping sides and measured 2.3 m witle a depth in excess of 0.8 m.
The base of the ditch was filled with a dark brostey silt (43) over 0.45 m in depth
with the upper 0.35 mm depth of the ditch filledttwa dark grey-brown silt clay
(42). This feature appeared to run parallel to IDBd and to an existing east-west
boundary ditch partially visible 60 m south of Ditd4. Similarly to Ditches 37 and
41 the fills were sealed by the subsoil (33) amdttpsoil (32).

Located just within the gateway of the field wathad and final east-west running
ditch (46) (Fig. 7, Section 14). This ditch was tub the surface of the natural chalk
and had steeply sloping sides. and as with therotiie depth of the cable trench
failed to expose the full profile of the ditch. $hditch ran parallel to Ditches 41 and
44 and to the existing southern boundary hedgeheffield. As with the other
ditches, the ditch fills were sealed by the sub&8) and the topsoil (32).

No further features were encountered until the cneantered the low lying area
approximately 300 m to the south. Here the undeglychalk natural (34) tipped
downwards to be overlain by a layer of pale yellnewn silt clay (49), in excess of
0.6 m deep (Fig. 7, Section 15), this was a vesartldeposit and probably represents
a layer of alluvium. This was overlain by a laydrgoey silt clay (48) measuring
between 0.4 m and 1 m in depth, a probable se@y=d bf alluvium. Overlying this
was a 0.2 m deep layer of dark grey-brown clay I¢di), the present day topsoil
and turf.

As the trench crossed over the stream the routeedathrough a field containing
numerous visible earthworks located immediatelytmaf Manor Farm (Fig 5).
Based on a plan of the features provided by WiksKounty Council a route was
chosen following the southern edge of the field dredline of the stream in order to
minimise the impact of the excavations.

Within the northern extent of the field a possildarlier occupation layer was
observed in the base of the trench (Fig. 7, Sed@&n This layer was exposed in the
section and the base of the trench and was a dayksgt clay (50), which contained
occasional charcoal flecking, part of a harnesskleuand fragments of abraded
pottery. This deposit was only exposed within aitlih 75 m length of the trench.
Sealing this deposit was a 0.4 m deep layer ofilheclay alluvium (49), which in
turn was overlaid by a 0.4 m deep layer of thecsdly alluvium (48). A 0.15 m deep
layer of topsoil and turf (47) completed the sattio

At the southern end of the field the trench crdsbe return of one of the features
recorded in the plan of the cropmarks (Fig. 7, i8act7).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 5
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3.1.15 The underlying natural at this point was a paldoyelbrown silt clay alluvium (49).
This was overlaid by a second 0.5 m deep layetlofiam (48), a grey silt clay. Cut
into the top of this deposit was a 1.15 m wide 850m deep linear feature (52).
This took the form of a wide, shallow ditch, “V” &bed in profile. This feature
appears to be part of the boundary ditch delingate outside of the settlement,
with the trench cutting across a return possiblyking an entranceway. This was
filled by a brown silt clay with chalk flecking (%1a probable silting deposit.

3.1.16 Sealing the feature was a 0.2 m deep layer of degi-brown clay loam (47), the
present day topsoil and turf.

3.1.17 The route of the cable was drilled from this pombrder to run under the tributary
to emerge in a field east of the stream. Duringekeavation of the launching pit
adjacent to Section 17 a large number of irregulailaped limestone blocks were
observed within the topsoil (46). These appearetdetca dump of loose material
rather than a collapsed structure. These stonesiraikar to those used to construct
the three arched bridge spanning the tributary ichately to the south-east and it is
possible that they represent unused material btangturing its construction.

3.1.18 At the exit pit (Fig. 7, Section 24) the underlyingtural valley gravel (79) was
encountered at a depth of 1.5 m below the curnentrgl level. This was overlaid by
a 0.7 m deep layer of the light grey clay silt willum (49), which produced a large
animal bone. This was sealed by a layer of grewhrsilt clay alluvium (48), 0.6 m
deep. Sealing this was a 0.2 m deep layer of theemt day topsoil and turf (47).

NGR: SU 095 717 (centred) - Manor Farm, Winterbourne Monkton

3.1.19 In the fields to the north-west of Manor Farm a Breection of open trenching was
dug in order to investigate a known feature (Figné 3, Fig. 6, Section 1).

3.1.20 The underlying natural was a layer of green-gray dilt (4) encountered at a depth
of 0.7 m below ground level. This was overlaid byband of laminated green
sandstone 0.25 m thick (3). Overlying this was0n deep layer of yellow-green
clay silt 92), a probable layer of weathered natu€ut into the surface of this
deposit was a 6.9 m wide by 1 m deep feature (@ Was aligned east-west and cut
across the trench at right angles. The base dietitere was filled by a 0.18 m deep
deposit of pale brown clay silt (7), probably washe topsoil. This was overlaid by
a 0.45 m deep layer of grey brown silt clay (6plh@ably washed in after the feature
went into disuse. The top of the cut was filledab§.2 m deep layer of yellow-brown
silt (5), probably also washed in material. Thésfivere sealed by a 0.25 m deep
layer of grey-brown clay loam (1), the present gégughsoil. The continuation of
the feature was visible as a shallow depressioningneastwards across the field
towards a noticeable gap in the tree line bordettiegeastern edge of the field and a
sunken road running further eastwards. It is pribahat this feature represents a
“hollow way” or sunken road, possibly a pack roadning across the edge of the
downs, which had fallen into disuse and subsequétéd up with hill wash.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 6
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3.1.21

3.1.22

3.1.23

3.1.24

On the southern edge of this area a 900 m lengtip@h trenching was dug from the
southern edge of Avenue Farm (SU: 100 715) to #s¢éeen bank of a tributary of the
River Kennnet (SU: 099 705) (Figs. 2 and 3). Appmately 15 m south of the

Southern edge of Avenue Farm a small pit was olsenv the western side of the
trench (Fig. 6, section 2). The underlying natwaiathis point was a pale brown silt
clay (11), formed by weathering of the underlyirigalk, encountered at a depth of
0.5 m below ground level. this was overlaid by 250m deep layer of dark orange-
brown silt clay (10), a probable layer of earlidoyghsoil. Cut into the surface of
this deposit was a 1.3 m diameter by 0.6 m deepceérsided pit (13). This was

filled with a dark red-brown silt clay (12), whiglmoduced no dating evidence.

Thirty-five m further south two east-west boundditgches were encountered (Fig. 6,
section 3). This area was slightly lower-lying thdre previous section and the
underlying natural at this point was a continuatidrthe pale brown silt clay (11),
encountered at a depth of 1 m below ground leviels Was overlaid by a layer of
red-brown silt clay (16), a probable alluvial deiposeasuring up to 0.7 m in depth.
Cut into the surface of this deposit were two galadast-west aligned ditches (18)
and (20). Ditch 18 measured 4.9 m wide and hagbtetoping sides. The top 0.7 m
depth of the feature was exposed in the trench altleough the depth of excavation
was insufficient to expose the full profile of tdich. The ditch was filled by a dark
red-brown silt clay (17) which produced no datingdence. Located 1 m to the south
was Ditch 20. This measured 3.5 m wide and alsosteeply sloping sides. As with
Ditch 18 only the top 0.7 m depth of this featuraswexposed in the side of the
excavation. The ditch was filled by a dark red-bmosilt clay (19). Lying within the
top of the fill was a large Saren stone measuribgni by 1 m by 0.6 m, although it
was unclear if this stone was within the fill ordhaeen deposited later and had sunk
into the fill. The fills of the ditches were sealbgt a 0.25 m deep layer of dark
orange-brown silt clay (10), a probable layer ofliea ploughsoil, which was
overlaid by a 0.25 m deep layer of dark grey bralay loam (9), the present day
ploughsoil.

Located 35 m further south, another small pit (&p encountered (Fig. 6, section
4). This feature was cut into the surface of thatiwered natural 11, encountered at a
depth of 0.4 m below the current ground level.sTdircular feature measured 1.1 m
in diameter by 0.75 m deep (15) and was excavaiéu wertical sides and a flat
base. It was filled by a dark grey-brown clay l1¥). No dating evidence was
recovered.

Approximately within the centre of a field locatedmediately west of East Farm
(SU 10095 71237) another small pit was encountgfdd. 6, Section 5). The

underlying natural, (11), was reached at a dept.4fm below the current ground
level. This was overlaid by a 0.2 m deep layetef ¢arlier ploughsoil (10). Cut into
the surface of this deposit was a circular pit)(Zhis measured 1.1 m in diameter
by 0.45 m deep and had vertical sides with a féeseb It was filled with a dark red-
brown clay silt (21). No dating evidence was recede

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 7
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3.1.25

3.1.26

3.1.27

3.1.28

A possible area of ridge and furrow was observeN@R: SU 1011 7106 (Fig. 6,

Section 6). The underlying natural was a pale bromgathered chalk (25), a
probable continuation of layer 11, and was encoedtat a depth of 0.35 m below
the current ground level. The surface of this watshy a 5.5 m wide by 0.25 m deep
linear feature (27). This was aligned east-west @mdparallel to the current field

boundaries. Filling the feature was a pale red-breit clay (26). It was sealed by a
0.25 m deep layer of light red-brown silt clay (24) probable layer of earlier
ploughsoil. This was overlaid by a 0.18 m deep Hafedark grey-brown clay loam

(23), the present day ploughsoil. The width andtre¢ shallowness of this feature
suggests that it may be the remnants or earligerahd furrow which has survived
post-medieval levelling of the field.

The shallow base of a truncated pit was observétGat: SU 10133 70961 (Fig. 6,
Section 7). A continuation of the weathered nat@Balvas encountered at a depth of
0.5 m below the current ground level. Cut withire thurface of this layer was a
circular feature, 1.6 m in diameter by 0.4 m de&) ( This had vertical sides and a
flat base and was filled by a dark grey-brownddly (28). This deposit had evidence
of chalk flecking suggesting deliberate backfillifgpwever no dating evidence was
recovered. The feature was sealed by a 0.25 m ldgep of the earlier ploughsail
(24) overlaid by a 0.18 m deep layer of the predagtploughsoil (23).

In the centre of the field (NGR: SU 10129 70973)emst-west aligned ditch was
encountered (Fig. 6, Section 8) The continuatiothef weathered natural (25) was
observed at a depth of 0.5 m below the currentrgtdevel. This was cut by a 3.5 m
wide linear feature (31), which had steeply slopsides, but whose full depth was
not exposed in the section. This was filled witted-brown clay silt (30). Sealing the
fill was a 0.25 m deep layer of the earlier plow@h&4), which in turn was overlaid

by a 0.2 m deep layer of the present day plougl{28). The location and alignment
of the ditch suggests that it once formed part iéld boundary dividing the current

field into two.

At the south-east corner of the field (NGR: SU 1®1®654), a cable jointing pit
was excavated (Fig. 6, Section 9). The weatheraatada (25), was encountered at a
depth of 0.75 m below the current ground level.sTlas overlaid by a 0.5 m deep
layer of the earlier ploughsoil (24), which wasledaby a 0.25 m deep layer of the
modern ploughsoil (25).

NGR. SU 104 769 - Manor Farm, Broad Hinton

3.1.29

This section comprised 650 m length of 0.4 m wiglell8 m deep trenching. The
majority of this trench was through open pasturthwgeveral large features visible
within two of the fields (Fig. 2 and 3).

3.1.30 Approximately 80 m north-east of the Broad HinteanWootton Bassett road the

trench crossed a large linear feature (Fig. 7,i@ect8). The underlying natural, a
probable alluvium, was a yellow-grey clay (55) @ning abraded fragments of

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. December 2008 8
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stone was encountered at a depth of 0.8 m beloungrtevel. This was overlaid by a
layer of dark grey clay silt (54) measuring betw®2 m and 0.3 m in depth which
probably represents an earlier layer of plough<giit into the surface of this layer
was a 22 m wide by 2.6 m deep linear feature (bBjs ran north-west to south-east
and was clearly visible running towards the cewmtréhe village of Broad Hinton.
The base of his feature was filled by a light gbegwn silt clay (57), measuring up
to 0.7 m deep. This deposit produced fragments8t tentury brick and pottery.
Overlying this was a 0.6 m deep layer of dark dyeywn clay loam (56) which also
contained lenses of orange brown clay and chalkkithyg. The nature and
composition of these deposits suggest that theg wart of a scheme to deliberately
backfill the feature. Overlying the fills was a 8.t deep layer of dark grey-brown
clay loam, the present day topsoil and turf.

3.1.31 Located approximately 110 m to the north-east wexe boundary ditches (Fig. 7,
Section 19). The underlying natural had changethisypoint to a laminar chalk bed
(59), encountered at a depth of 0.7 m below theeatirground level. This was
overlaid by a 0.35 m deep layer of the earlier ghmoil (54). Cut into the surface of
this deposit were two parallel north-west to soedist aligned ditches. The
southernmost of these measured 4.9 m wide, haglgtsleping sides (63) and was
in excess of 0.95 m deep. The depth of the trereh imsufficient to expose the full
depth of the ditch. The ditch was completely filleg a dark grey-brown silt clay
(62) which produced fragments of post-medieval band pottery suggest that it
may represent deliberate backfilling. The northessirditch measured 3.9 m wide
and also had steeply sloping sides (65), and waxdéess of 1 m deep. This was
filled by dark grey brown clay silt (64), very siiani to fill 62, and may also represent
deliberate backfilling.

3.1.32 Located at the north-eastern corner of the fie® 4 further north from section 18
was a large roughly circular feature (Fig. 7, SwctR0). The underlying natural
chalk, (59), was encountered at a depth of 0.75echvwbthe current ground level.
This was overlaid by a 0.5 m deep layer of theieagdloughsoil (54). The circular
feature (61) measured approximately 8.2 m diamatethe top of the cut, had
shallow sloping sides, and measured approximat&yn?in diameter in the base of
the cable trench. A depth of 1 m was exposed insdg@ion of the cable trench,
although the full depth of the feature was not exgub The feature was filled with a
dark grey-brown silt clay (60), which also contanenses of yellow-brown clay
suggesting that it may be deliberate backfill. Bime of the feature suggests that it
may be a possible quarry pit, probably for collegtchalk for lime burning.

3.1.33 A side spur was dug off the main cable trench betwsections 18 and 19 in order to
connect the cable to an existing line of poles .(FFigSection 21). The underlying
natural was the laminated chalk (59), encountetatepth of 1 m below the current
ground level. This was overlaid by a 0.3 m deepidayf the yellow-grey alluvium
(55), which in turn was overlaid by a 0.4 m deggetaof the earlier ploughsoil (54).
Cut into the surface of layer 54 was an approxiljatécular pit with very steep
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sides and a flat base, measuring 3.9 m in dianist€:.6 m deep (68). The base of
this feature was filled by a 0.2 m deep layer dh&k grey-brown silt loam (67). This
probably represents a silting deposit which ocaiwben the pit was still open. The
remainder of the pit was filled by a orange-browh slay (66). This feature
produced fragments of post-medieval brick sugggstimt it was the result of
deliberate backfilling. The lack of artefacts iretfills suggest that it was dug as a
quarry pit, probably for clay extraction, ratheathas a rubbish pit.

3.1.34 A second side spur was dug off the main trenchingnaround the western edge of
the cricket pitch before turning eastwards and inmmlong the rear of the gardens
fronting Yew Tree Lane. At the rear of the schoatdgn two south-east to north-
west boundary ditches were observed (Fig. 7, Se@R). The underlying natural
was a continuation of the chalk deposit (59), aidrby a 0.5 m deep layer of the
earlier ploughsoil (54). Cut into the surface déttieposit was a 4.5 m wide ditch, in
excess of 1 m deep with steeply sloping sides (V¢ base of this cut was filled
with a grey-brown clay silt (70), a probable siftideposit, while the upper 0.45 m
depth of the ditch was filled with a light grey ko silt clay (69) containing many
chalk fragments suggesting that it may have beemndhult of deliberate backfilling.
The north-eastern edge of this feature was truddayea later recut, which was a 2.8
m wide by 1 m deep ditch with steeply sloping sil®). This was filled with a light
grey-brown silt clay (72). The fills of the ditchess sealed by a 0.25 m deep layer
of the modern topsoil (53). The alignment of thege ditches suggest that they may
the continuation of the boundary ditches 63 and@®@&se examination of the cricket
pitch showed a faint possible cropmark linking BBt 19 and 22 suggesting that
this may be the case.

3.1.35 As the trench turned to the south-east followirg gharden boundary two south-west
to north-east running ditches were exposed (Figettion 23). As in the previous
section the underlying natural was laminated cl{&®), overlaid by a 0.5 m deep
layer of the earlier ploughsoil (54). The earlieSthe ditches was a 2.9 m wide ditch
with steeply sloping sides (78). Approximately 0® depth of the feature was
exposed in the side of the trench, although théhdefexcavation was insufficient to
expose the full depth of the feature. The baséefditch was filled by a dark grey-
brown clay silt (77), a probable silting deposiheTremainder of the upper 0.45 m
depth of the ditch was filled with a light grey-lno clay silt (76), which was also a
probable silting deposit. Truncating the south-easedge of this feature was a 2.6 m
wide by 0.7 m deep ditch (75), a probable recuis Tvas filled with a grey-brown
clay silt (74), a probable silting deposit. Thegaient of these two ditches and their
relationship suggests that Ditches 75 and 78 amern® of Ditches 73 and 71
respectively.

3.1.36 No further features were encountered in the renaalinfithe trenching.
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3.2 Finds

3.2.1

The majority of the finds observed within the vasdayers of ploughsoil comprised
post-medieval pottery, glass, brick and tile. Thadefacts were probably deposited
as a result of post-medieval manuring practise thed presence was recorded but
they where not retained. All finds predating thestpmedieval period and those from
deposits sealed by the present day plough soil weteened. These finds included
pottery and stone roofing tile.

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1

Due to the method of machining it was considered #my samples recovered from
either the machine bucket or from the spoil would two contaminated for
meaningful analysis. The nature of the trench pigad collecting samples from the
trench sides by hand.

4  DiscussioON AND CONCLUSIONS

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

While for the most part the siting of the cablentlees was chosen to avoid known
archaeological sites 24 potential archaeologicatuies were observed during the
course of the watching brief.

Trenching at Manor Farm, Broad Hinton (Fig. 4)

The wide linear depression (58), observed at SWB1046887 (Fig. 7, Section 18)
appears to be part of a sunken way leading to tiedable building platforms

observed in the field immediately to the south.hAligh no dating evidence was
recovered from its fills it probably dates to tregel medieval/early post-medieval
periods. It may represent an earlier alignment hif Broad Hinton to Wootton

Bassett road.

The two ditches, 63 and 65, observed at SU 103@8JgFig. 7, Section 19) are
probably earlier field boundary ditches. Their afigent running north-east to south-
west appears to respect the existing field alignmand they may represent features
removed to enlarge the field. The spacing betwientwo suggests that there may
have originally been a hedge between the two, afthdhis may be co-incidence and
that one represents the recut of the other. Nonglatvidence was recovered from
their fills.

The large pit (61) encountered at SU 10354 770i@ (& Section 20) is a probable
quarry pit dug to extract the underlying chalk @bly for lime burning since the

chalk appears to be too soft for building materfgain no dating evidence was
recovered from the primary fills, although thereswavidence to suggest that it had
been backfilled and levelled in the recent past.

A second quarry pit (68) was observed at SU 10883 (Fig. 7, Section 21) which
may have been dug for clay extraction since thevall clays overlie the natural
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4.1.6

chalk at this point. It is unknown if the clay wased for pottery production or used
as a component in daub. As in pit 61 the featupears to have been open for a
period of time before being backfilled in the 120th-centuries.

On the edge of Broad Hinton a ditch (71) and itutd73) (Fig. 7, Section 22) and
their returns 75 and 78 respectively (Fig. 6, $ecf3) were observed centred at SU
1036 7684. Their alignment suggests that 71 anchd@g be continuations of ditches
63 and 65 and there is a suggestion of a cropniaking the 2 sections. Their
location may represent the original corner of tleddfwhich appears to have been
encroached upon by gardens belonging to moderdam$al developments on the
northern edge of the village. As before no dativiglence was recovered from their
fills.

Trenching north-west of Winterbourne Monkton

4.1.7

4.1.8

4.1.9

4.1.10

4.1.11

The majority of the trenching was done using a nmtaugh to install the cable
within this area; however a length of open trenghivas excavated over a known
archaeological feature in order to record its secti

Within this section (located at SU 09155 72381, BigSection 1) a wide east-west
feature (8) was observed. Its alignment could beel as a shallow feature within
the surface of the field to a hollow running thrbugoodland to the east. Its form
and alignment suggests that it was originally alldwe way” running across the

downs possibly leading to Wotton Bassett in themuarest. It may represent an old
pack way.

Trenching south-west of Winterbourne Monkton

Open trenching started again immediately south wénve Farm. A small pit (13)

was encountered at SU 10004 71462 (Fig. 6, Se@)omNo dating evidence was

recovered and its purpose is unknown. Similar @i&and 22) were encountered at
SU 10042 71361 (Fig. 5, Section 4) and SU 1009837XFig. 5, Section 5); again

no dating evidence was recovered.

The east-west aligned ditches (18 and 20) obsedrvedction 3 (SU 10015 71419)
probably represent earlier boundary ditches. Tal@nment respects a boundary of a
property fronting the main road which suggests thegy originally have been
burgage plot boundaries. The saren stone obsenvdteitop of ditch 20 may have
been the result of modern agriculture using théokoleft by the filled-in ditch to
dispose of a ploughing obstruction rather thanbeetite burying.

The wide shallow linear feature 27 (SU 10114 7105, 6, Section 6) probably
represents truncated remains of medieval ridgefamdw with modern agricultural

practises having levelled the remainder. Theréeaspossibility that it may represent
a trackway.
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4.1.12 Feature 29 (SU 10133 70961, Fig. 6, Section 7)ascalar pit similar to 13, 15 and
22. It predates the earlier ploughsoil 24, but atng) evidence was recovered and its
purpose is unknown.

4.1.13 The east-west running ditch, (31), observed at 8122 70973 (Fig. 6, Section 8) is
a probable field boundary/drainage ditch. Its atignt respects the current field
boundaries and it probably represents an earlieindary backfilled in order to
enlarge the field.

4.1.14 Although there was no definitive dating evidenceorered from Pits 13, 15, 22 and
29 a possibility that they may be the truncatecebafsstone sockets was discussed.
Pits 13 and 22 cut through the earlier ploughsoiafd would be too late in date to
be considered. It was felt that 15 and 29 were rigular in excavation, which
together with the absence of any sarsen stone &atgrwithin their fills would
mitigate against their being sockets for standitomnes. It has been suggested that
they may have originally contained parish boundagrkers, boundary stones or
roadside markers.

Trenching north of Manor Farm, Avebury

4.1.15 The north-south running ditch, (37), observed oe testern side of the River
Kennet (SU 09909 70581, Fig. 6, Section 10) appwabe an earlier field boundary
ditch, probably backfilled when the field was egkd. The small pit, (39), (SU
09874 70554, Fig. 6, Section 11) may represenheef@ost hole dating from before
the field was enlarged.

4.1.16 The present day field appears to have been orlgisalit into 3 smaller paddocks
with evidence of three backfilled north-west to theeast aligned ditches being
observed within the trench sides (Ditches 41, 4d 46, Sections 12, 13 and 14
respectively). No dating evidence was recoveredever they probably date to the
post-medieval period.

4.1.17 Within the area of the probable DMV west of Avebtig trenching was relocated to
avoid the majority of the features observed on gke-physical survey (Fig. 5).

However the return of one of the boundary ditcHs3 (vas encountered in section
17.

Conclusions

4.1.18 The features observed are consistent with the @gri@l use of the land together
with evidence of trackways predating the existiogd network. The majority of the
dating evidence recovered fell within the post-regdl period and may relate to later
use of the Downs after the enclosure acts.

4.1.19 No evidence for the stone circle and processionahaes observed south of Avebury
continuing to the north and north-west was observed
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4.1.20 The low incidence of both features and recovergéefaots may be a product of both
the rural setting of the works and the thin lineature of the trenching, with only a
small percentage of the available area being obderv
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY
Context | Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date
1 Layer 0.26 m - Ploughsoil Brick, pottery, | C19th/
glass C20th
2 Layer 0.12m - Weathered natural - -
3 Layer 0.2m - Layer of laminated - -
limestone
4 Layer >05m - Layer of silt/ mudstone - -
5 Fill 0.2m 6.9m Upper fill of hollow way - .
6 Fill 0.45m 55m Middle fill of hollow way - .
7 Fill >0.18m| 2.0m Primary fill of hollow way - .
8 Cut 1.0m 6.9 m Hollow way or sunken - )
road, date unknown
9 Layer 0.25m - Modern ploughsoil Brick, pottery,| C19th/
glass C20th
10 Layer 0.25m - Subsaoil, possible earlie - .
plough soil
11 Layer | >0.85m - Weathered natural chal - )
12 Fill 0.6 m 1.3m Fill of Pit 13 - .
13 Cut 0.6m 13m Small undated pit - )
14 Fill 0.75m 11m Fill of Pit 15 - .
15 Cut 0.75m 11m Small undated pit - )
16 Lens 0.7m | c60m | Verywide lens of alluvium - .
17 Fill >0.7m 49m Fill of Ditch 18 - )
18 Cut >0.7m 49m E-W running boundary - .
ditch, possibly an old field
boundary ?
19 Fill >0.7m 35m Fill of Ditch 20 - )
20 Cut >0.7m 35m E-W running boundary - .
ditch, possibly an old field
boundary ?
21 Fill 0.45m 11m Fill of Pit 22 - )
22 Cut 0.45m 11m Small undated pit - )
23 Layer 0.2m - Modern ploughsoil Brick, pottery,| C19th/
glass C20th
24 Layer 0.3m - Earlier plough soll - )
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Context | Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date
25 Layer >0.7m - Weathered top of naturgl - .
chalk
26 Fill 0.25m 55m Fill of plough furrow 27 - )
27 Cut 0.25m 55m Truncated remains of - )
possible ridge and furrow
28 Fill 0.4m 16m Fill of Pit 29 - )
29 Cut 0.4m 16m Small undated pit - )
30 Fill >0.7m 35m Fill of Ditch - )
31 Cut >0.7m 35m Probable E-W running - .
boundary ditch, date
unknown
32 Layer 0.25m - Present day plough soi Brick, glasse | C19th/
C20th
33 Layer 0.35m - Subsaoil, possible earlie - .
plough soil
34 Layer [ >0.75m - Natural chalk - )
35 Fill 0.4m 2.3m Upper fill of Ditch 37 - )
36 Fill >0.3m 1.6m Primary fill of Ditch 37 - )
37 Cut >0.75m| 23m Probable E-W running - .
boundary ditch, date
unknown
38 Fill 0.55m 0.8 m Fill of Pit 39 - )
39 Cut 0.55m 0.8 m Small undated pit - )
40 Fill >0.7m 27m Fill of Ditch 41 - )
41 Cut >0.7m 27m Probable boundary/ - .
drainage ditch, runs E-W
down slope, date unknown
42 Fill 0.35m 23m Upper fill of Ditch 44 - )
43 Fill >045m| 15m Primary fill of Ditch 44 - .
44 Cut >0.8m 23m Probable boundary/ - )
drainage ditch, runs E-W
parallel to 41, date
unknown
45 Fill >0.8m 2.9m Fill of Ditch 46 - )
46 Cut >0.8m 29m Probable boundary/ - )
drainage ditch, runs E-W
parallel to 41 and 44, date
unknown
a7 Layer 0.18 m - Present day topsoil and turf Pottanigk, C19tt;]/
clay pipe C20t
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Context | Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date
48 Layer Up to - Alluvium - )
1.05m
49 Layer >0.6m - Alluvium - )
50 Layer [ >0.45m - Possible occupation layer Potteoy, i .
51 Fill 0.3m 0.8m Fill of ditch 52 - )
52 Cut 0.3m 0.8 m Return of probable - .
enclosure ditch
53 Layer 0.18 m - Modern topsoil and turf Brick C20th
54 Layer 0.25m - Earlier plough soil - )
55 Layer [ >0.75m - Alluvial clay - )
56 Fill 0.6m Upto Deliberate - Cl8th
22 m backfilling/levelling of
feature 58
57 Fill 0.7m Upto | Primary fill of feature 58, Pottery, brick Cl8th
15m possible deliberate post-
med backfilling of cut
58 Cut 15m 22m Possible hollow way ? - )
59 Layer >0.6m - Natural chalk - )
60 Fill >1.0m 8.2m Probable deliberate - )
backfilling of feature 61
61 Cut >1.0m 8.2m Possible quarry pit, cuts - .
deep into the natural chalk,
probably post-med, but ng
dating evidence recovered
62 Fill >1.0m 49m Probable deliberate Pottery, brick Clot
backfilling of Ditch 63 C20th
63 Cut >1.0m 49m North-south running field - .
boundary
64 Fill >1.0m 39m Probable deliberate - C19th/
backfilling of Ditch 65 C20th
65 Cut >1.0m 39m North-south running field - .
boundary
66 Fill 05m | 39m Upper fill of Pit 68, Brick C18“;]’
probable deliberate C19t
backfill.
67 Fill 0.2m 2.8m Primary fill of Pit 68, - )
probable silting deposit
68 Cut 0.7m 39m Pit, possibly dug for clay - -
extraction
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Context | Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date
69 Fill 0.45m 45m Upper fill of Ditch 71, - -
probably deliberate
backfilling
70 Fill 0.65m 3.8m Primary fill of Ditch 71, - -

probable silting deposit

71 Cut >1.0m 45m North-south running - -
boundary ditch, probable
continuation of Ditch 63

72 Fill 1.0m 28 m Fill of Ditch 73, probable - -
silting deposit

73 Cut 1.0m 28m North-south running - -
boundary ditch, probable
continuation of Ditch 65

74 Fill 0.7m 26m Fill of Ditch 75, probable - -
silting deposit

75 Cut 0.7m 26m East-west running - -
boundary ditch, probable
return of Ditch 71

76 Fill 0.45m 29m Upper fill of Ditch 78, - -
probable silting deposit

77 Fill >045m| 2.6m Primary fill of Ditch 78, - -
probable silting deposit

78 Cut >09m 29m East-west running - -
boundary ditch, probable
return of Ditch 73

79 Layer | >0.25m - Valley gravels - -
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APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES
EH 1998Avebury World Heritage Ste Management Plan

IFA 2001 Sandard and Gidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs
OA 20000A Environmental Guidelines for sampling (first edition, July 2000)

OA 2007 Avebury Power Cable Burial, Wiltshire: Written Scheme of Investigation
for an Archaeological Watching Brief

OA 1992Fieldwork Manual, (Ed. D Wilkinson, first edition, August 1992)

APPENDIX3  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Avebury Power Cable Burial, Wiltshire

Sitecode: AVPOBU 07

Grid reference: SU 105 769 to SU 097 699

Type of watching brief: Machine excavation of cable trench

Date and duration of project: September 2007 to January 2008

Area of site: 2.2 hectares

Summary of results: The watching brief revealed examples of earliddfoundaries, chalk
and clay quarry pits, 2 hollow ways, a possiblekveay and several pits. All the datable
archaeological features relate to the post-medigerabd. No evidence for continuations of
the stone circle or processional avenues northvebAry was observed.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Housmey Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with WiltshCounty Museums Service in due
course.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 6: Sections 1-13
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