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Eynsham By-pass

This new road passes east of Eynsham village over gravel terraces well known
for archaeological remains. Much of the earthmoving and trenching to prepare
the grund for road construction has now taken place. A watching brief
maintained by Richard Chambers has revealed a previously unknown area of
Romano~-British settlement to the north-east of Eynsham. A spread of features
has been recorded over a distance of some 100 metres.

Kidlington, Moat Cottage

Drains and roadways have now been laid across this medieval moated site. The
running sections provided by the sewer-pipe trenches provided Tittle further
information. However these trenches have skirted the area shown by
excavation in 1967 to contain a medieval building compliex. Richard Chambers
will continue to watch the groundwork on this site.

Stanton Harcourt - Blackditch By-pass

Earlier in the Summer a watching brief was carried out on the construction of
the new Blackditch by-pass. The one major feature Tocated was a 250m Tength
of Iron Age ditch running along the line of the new road. It turned east at
its north end and butt ended at its southern end where a well preserved water
iogged deposit was sampled. Only one sherd and a few bones were found, but
the lack of more occupation debris is an indication that the ditch was not
immediately next to a settlement site and the environmental data when
analysed will thus be particularly valuable in providing a picture of the
Iron Age environment away from a settlement and on the second gravel terrace,
an area previously not represented by any well preserved waterlogged remains
for this period. The result will also be valuable in the 1ight of previous
excavations nearby at Beard Mill and Vicarage Pit in the 1950's and the
Unit's excavation at Mingies Ditch (both less than a mile away) and in
relation to Gravelly Guy, another major Iron Age site, even closer to hand
where it is hoped excavation will begin next year.

Rollright

Excavations by the OAU and OUAS have now been completed. The first half was
spent investigating geophysical anomalies in the Whispering Knights field,
which had suggested a possible field system, trackway, ring ditch and pits.
Apart from one ditch and the trackway {(both late prehistoric) which converged
on the ridgeway track near an Iron Age settlement {see below), the features
were geological. The "trackways" ditches were not exactly similar,
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