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ABINGDON: 6 Lombard Street - Godfrey Jones

The site is in the centre of Abingdon, close to the market square and was a
standing building, a late medieval timber framed structure, with a series of
adjoining cellars and later buildings extending at right angles to the street
with open areas to the side.

The work by the Abingdon Area Archaeological and Historical Society has
started with a detailed structural survey and plan of the standing buildings
with a detailed record of one complete frame in section showing its
relationship with the cellar and an earlier medieval stone wall which serves
as a substantial support for the timber frame on one side. Into this wall
has been set a fine tudor fireplace with a chimney on the outside wall. The
recording has been completed and should enable any other dwelling on the site
to be related to the standing buildings. In particular it is hoped to
establish a complete floor plan of a Tate-medieval building if the adjoining
cellars (not yet excavated) are contemporary.

The cellar floor is currently being excavated to establish the depth of
archaeological Tayers likely to be encountered in the main trench some 4m
west. This area is very disturbed with the only jdentification so far of
pits in use after the cellar was dug. Finds of imported glassware, possibly
of c.15 date, indicate that the cellar and sidewall may be earlijer than
previously thought. The interpretation of the cellar floor area is uncertain
but finds of Iron Age and Roman material indicate that lower layers have been
cut through by these pits. This work has been started first in advance of
redevelopment of the site.

The main excavation trench (9m x 2m) occupies the centre of the site some 4m
west of the medieval house. The whole area was covered by demolition debris
to a depth of Im, under which several walls have been exposed. One
substantial wall is abutted by a well-laid stone yard or alley way leading
past another structure, less substantial, possibly an outbuilding or
workshop.

It is hoped to continue to undisturbed deposits of the Roman and Iron Age
with the aim of establishing any continuity of occupation from the late Iron
Age to Roman periods that is indicated in previous excavations in this area.
Trial boreholes by the developers have indicated a depth to natural gravel
of 3m. Work continues.

BICESTER: The Priory - R A Chambers
Building work to provide an extension for an 01d People's Home on the site of
the medieval Augustinian priory {Centred SP 5841 2217, PRN1593) has revealed

the west wall of the south transept of the priory church. The wall consisted
of a mortared Timestone rubble foundation c.1.3m wide and 1m deep. It rested
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