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Gloucestershire
FAIRFORD: CLAYDON PIKE - David Miles and Simon Palmer

The excavation of the central settlement area at Claydon Pike is now about
completed and the gravel pit leoms close.

An outlyling, circular shrine, 7m in diameter has been examined mafnly by the
memhers of the Unit/Oxford University Department of External Studies Training
Excavation supervised by Gerry Wait, The flag floored interior produced
gbout 200 coins of 3rd - 4th century date, a complete beaker and a hronze
votive leaf. The broad limestone foundations were set inte marshy ground. A
stone path on a gravel causeway led northwards from the shrine across the
marsh to the Roman road.

In the main occupaticon area two more itewms of military metalwork have
recently been found. ¥ive buildings have been excavated ranging in date from
the earty 2nd to late 4th century. The eariiest is a two-roomed timber
building lying at right angles to the street. It has a sleeper beam
construction. A contemporary aisled building with massive stone-packed post
pits lay at right angles to the steeper-beam structure. The stone footings
of a later building were constructed across the post pits. Some of the pits
were covered with stone slabhs, rather 1ike man-hole covers, which had cracked
as the pits settled. A three-roomed, L-shaped bullding with a hypocaust
system was in use probably in the 3rd century. The latest buflding had two
large susken chambers inside 1t. These went below the water table and their
purpose is uncertain. A similar chamber outside the building had animal
skulls and box leaves on the base.

The buildings sat inside an enclosure which was ditched and/or walled at
varicus phases. The enclosure was entered through two complex gateway
systems. ‘the first gateway opened onto the large open space at the ceatre of
the site. Behind it a side street ran down the southern side of the building
enclosure. A second gateway led intg the enclosure. In one phase an
fnclcsure wall terminated in a smal) gatehouse with an fnternal triangular
wttress.

fxcavation has continued on the rectangular shrine to the south of the
central open space. It appears to have been established in the 1st century,
possibly on the stte of an area rescrved {n the Iron Age. Tihree stone
pillars and part of a carved capital have been found. There are few obvicus
votive finds. More rolled tead sheets have appeared, about ten bone pins,
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