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Contributions to the next Newsletter should be sent to the above address not
later than Tuesday, 28 August 1984,

Gloucestershire
FAIRFORD: Claydon Pike, (SU1919%96) - David Miies and Simon Palmer

The third and outstanding platform was excavated in a short but profitable
period during March by a joint MSC and volunteer team.

This platform is situated in the angle of the main crossroads opposite the
rectangular “temple" to the east and platform 2 to the north {OAU Newsletter
Yol X, No 4 December 1983). It has more in common with platform 2, with 1ts
traces of “peasant-style" buildings, than with platform I, with its imposing
and stone-founded aisled buiidings.

The area itself roughly 4Cm x 30m had clearly defined boundaries to the
north, east and west. At the highest point overtocking the main road were
the fragmentary remains of perhaps two timber siotted buildings which barely
survived the field's recent arable history.

The rear of this area was punctuated by a series of wells and the small
circular gullies which have been interpreted as fodder stacks on the
adjoining platforms. .

Situated close to the timber structures was a small square stone-founded
building (3m. sq.} which can be interpreted as a bakehouse. It consisted of
two parallel stone walls and post holes on the blank sides suggesting a part
timber construction. Protruding out from one of the walls was the remains of
an oven floor with its stoke-hole running inside the building.

Behind the platferm a fourth well was excavated and produced some of the
sites best preserved organic material, amongst which was a large pine cone in
excellent condition. This has been identified as a Stone Pine (Pinus pineal.

Stone Pines are in fact native to the Western Mediterranean, although they do
grow in England when introduced. In the archaeological record they have been
found on temple sites on Hadrian's Wall, Verulamium and several sites in
lLondon. Sir Ian Richmond suggested they may have been used as altar fuel.
This is yet another hint of the sites religious associations.
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ear was apparently made good after the abandonment of the kennel, when 0.4m
of the Tocal chalky stone was dumped to make a new road-bed.

WALLINGFORD: 68-70 Wood Street  (SU608 893) - Brian Durham

Roger Bettess and TWHAS have dug a small trench to check whether there was
early occupation on this back street, which runs parallel to the Market Place
and about 35m to the east on the riverward side. The resuit was about as
positive as could be hoped in a trench im x 4.5m, with a large pit producing
the earliest Late Saxon assemblage known from Wallingford. Provisionally
dated by Maureen Mellor to the 10th-early 11th century, the pottery is of the
type which was predominant in Oxford in the 9th-10th centuries, and was
appearing as far downstream as London in the 10th century. It is proposed to
extend the trench to recover more material, and to get more of the shape of
the pit. There are however serijous constraints in terms of depth and
avoiding the contractor's proposed building lines.

The significance of this find is twofold: it suggests eariy activity on Wood
Street which may therefore have been laid out in the foundation of the town
by Alfred: it focusses attention on the many sites of potential
redevelopment on this side of the town, which may preduce the late Saxon
evidence which is inaccessible on the main frontages.

OBITUARY

Newsletter readers will be saddened %o hear of the death of Gerald Scuthern,
Totty", as he was known to all of us, was Chairman of the Thame Historical
Society. He was a constant attender at E£xternal Studies courses, he worked
as a volunteer on excavations and acted as Chairman of the South Oxfordshire
Archaeological Advisory Committee. Lofty will be greatly missed by all his
friends at the Archaeological Unit.
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