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Contributions Lo the next Newsletter should be sent to the above address not
later than Monday, 25 February 1984.

Gloucestershire

FAIRFORD: Claydon Pike - David Miles and Simon Palmer

post-excavation analysis has continued on the stratigraphical details
and phasing of the Roman site. The whole site record is now computerised and
proving to be a considerable time saver, especially at this stage, in
supplying details to specialists. The preliminary analysis of the pottery
has been carried oul by S8arah Green and the data are being managed on the
University Mainframe ICL (2988) using PDS. It is becoming apparent that the
area of peasant cottages and yards on the western side of the settlement and
the central ‘shrine' were demolished by the early 3rd century AD.

The central 'shrine' has since its discovery presented problems of
interpretation. A further clue to its character has emerged in the analysis
of the pottery, with the identification of an incense cup from the coal and
charcoal filled central pit. Along with the coal and umbrella pine cone the
cup suggests that there may have been an altar inside the ditched temenos
aAred.

Bob Wilson has recently begun the analysis of the animal bones and John
Giorgl will commence sorting the carbonised samples in December.

SOMERFORD KEYNES - David Miles and Simon Palmer

As part of the field walking programme in the Cotswold Water Park, in
connection with the Claydon Pike excavations, Mark Maillard has discovered a
Roman settlement immediately south of Somerford Keynes, on the south bank of
the stripling River Thames.

An aerial photograph, taken in September 1984, for the first time shows
as soil marks a pattern of regular, rectangular enclosures separated from the
river by a guadruple ditch system. A trackway leads into a large oval,
corral-like enclosure. 'The field is ploughed but features are detectable as
earthworks in adjacent riverside meadow.
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